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If  you are like me, you usually skip the Forward in a book. If  
you do so now you are probably making a mistake.  Since this 
is a diary, there is no structured plot so it helps to know a lit-
tle about who wrote the diary and the context in which it was 
written.

John Brown was born in December 1, 1800 in South Caro-
lina.  His family moved to Kentucky when he was a child and 
he also studied law there.

Probably due to the availability of  land in west Tennessee af-
ter the Chickasaw Indians were convinced to move west, he 
settled and helped found Summerville, TN. Later he moved 
to northern Mississippi as that land opened up.

In about 1845, he moved his family to Arkansas and started a 
cotton plantation in Dallas County.  He also owned land 
throughout the southeastern counties of  the state.  It proba-
bly would be correct to call him a land speculator.

The diary starts on July 4th, 1852 and is kept up daily until 
July 13th, 1865. The diary is currently stored at the Arkansas 
History Commission in Little Rock.

There are themes that run throughout the diary (weather, dis-
ease, politics, etc.) and there are periods of  time that are 
quite distinct as to what is going on in his life. 

The diary starts as a daily journal of  business transactions 
and life on a plantation. This is interesting from the point of  
view of  understanding what it was like to live in an economy 
without ATM machines, or even banks for that matter (Arkan-
sas did not allow banks). This type of  economy relies on a 
high degree of  trust that is hard to imagine today. As time 
progresses, the diary become more of  a vehicle for which 
John Brown can record the events of  the day and record his 
analysis of  what is happening around him. At one point he 
even writes that he will no longer use the diary for recording 
business transactions - but he continues to jot down the price 
of  things - especially after the Civil War begins to have such 
a negative impact on the local economy.

The diary is physically large and with all of  his traveling one 
has to wonder if  he took the book with him or whether he 
just caught up with his entries when he returned home.
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The diary can be broken into distinct periods of  John 
Brown’s life.  The first 18 months cover life on his plantation 
and is an interesting view of  rural farm life in the 1850‘s. He 
then moves to Camden in January, 1854 and begins a period 
of  rebuilding his life.  He starts an insurance company with 
some other men and he also starts a law practice with a part-
ner. His first daughter is married and he not only has another 
child but becomes a grandfather. For the next 3 years his life 
is mostly about his business and his family, sending his older 
children out to see the world, home-schooling his younger 
children when he feels the schools are not doing a good job. 
At the end of  1857, the insurance company that he has been 
associated with dissolves and a new chapter in his life begins.

August 1856 does not mark the beginning of  John Brown’s 
political comments but it is the first time he predicts the end 
of  the Union within 5 years.  He was off  by a few months, 
but who is counting. In the last half  of  1860, politics start to 
dominate the diary and once the Civil War starts, the diary 
provides an interesting account of  life in Arkansas during the 
conflict. His description of  the Union Army occupation of  
Camden is probably the highlight of  the diary, both the lead 
up to the occupation as well as the actual occupation.

What has modern life delivered to us that was not available 
150 years ago? Even with limited transportation options, he 
traveled more than most people I know today. The Post Of-
fice provided an efficient means of  communication. Politics 
are just as contentious today as they were then.  The one 
thing that really stands out is the improvement to our lives 

from advances in modern medicine.  Death and disease was a 
constant threat to him and his family.

Adele Hudson, a great granddaughter of  John Brown, tran-
scribed the written diary by typewriter in the early 1940s.  
The first transcription is 298, single-spaced, legal sized pages. 
India Swepston and Sterling Hankins, great-great grandchil-
dren of  John Brown, rechecked the original diary against the 
Adele Hudson transcription and recorded corrections. 

One of  John Brown’s daughters goes insane when she is a 
teenager. In the original transcription, Adele Hudson was in-
structed to remove any mention of  her once she became sick. 
India Swepston and Sterling Hankins transcribed the missing 
sections from the diary and they are included in this book.

I am a great-great-great grandson of  John Brown, and I cre-
ated the second transcription by scanning the typewritten 
first transcription and converting to digital text by OCR soft-
ware and checking word by word to ensure proper 
conversion.  That version is available on a website.

For the eBook version I have incorporated photographs that I 
have taken in areas that the diary takes place, or I have in-
cluded historical images that help put the timeframe of  the 
diary into perspective. In particular I have tried to include 
building that were in existence at the time the diary was writ-
ten. 

Paul Swepston

paulswepston@mac.com
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Chapter 1

John Brown begins writing his diary on July 4th on his 

cotton plantation outside of  Princeton, Arkansas.  He 

and his oldest daughter, Margaret, travel to Memphis via 

Little Rock. His mother-in-law dies during his visit and 

he leaves Margaret to stay with relatives.  He returns to 

Princeton traveling through northern Mississippi, 

crossing the Mi. river and then crossing the Arkansas 

River near Pine Bluff. He returns later in the year to 

Memphis with his brother-in-law to participate in settling 

his mother-in-laws estate. (Photo taken at Historic 

Arkansas Museum in Little Rock)
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Sunday 4: I spent the day at church and at home reading pious 
books and reflecting seriously on those subjects. The day is 
warm and reports of  some sickness. 

Monday 5: Engaged closely about the plantation, I am losing 
my stock by something like Murrain which is a serious loss, and 
discouraging, as that has been the most successful branch of  my 
operation at this place and my large family will feel the inconven-
ience of  the want seriously.

Tuesday 6:  As usual on the plantation. The weather is warm 
and I do not confine myself  to the field as I did before I consid-
ered the crop safe. I have failed in a crop of  early watermelons 
which is quite a deviation with me but my spirits have greatly re-
vived since the revival of  the crop.

Wednesday 7: I spend a good deal of  my time this hot weather 
in reading.

Thursday 8: At home as usual enjoying the time as it passes 
with my family whom I look to now as the most precious society.

JOHN BROWN’S PLANTATION

❖ There are many clues in the diary about the location 
of  John Brown’s plantation. For example, he mentions 
being 4 1/2 miles from Princeton and also walking to 
his neighbor’s house for dinner (R. Martin).  After 
driving many dirt roads in Dallas County, scrutinizing 
old maps, and utilizing Google maps, this farm in 
Dallas County, AR, may be located on the original 
John Brown plantation, but the editor reserves the 
right to modify this if  necessary.  There are some big 
dogs that have precluded knocking on the door to find 
out the history of  this land.
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Friday 9: At home as usual, a gentle rain this evening.

Saturday 10: I went down to the River neighborhood  
stayed at Mr. Chas. Bullock's. Closed a sale of  a half  quarter 
section of  land to him for which I took his note due 1st Sep-
tember next for $100.  I did not warrant the title to him and 
on that account sold it to him for half  of  my usual price. It 
was known as the Davis 80 and joined Mr. B. S. tract.

Sunday 11:  After spending the morning very pleasantly I 
went to the house of  my old friend James Trigg and spent the 
day. He went to school with me when I taught Sylvan Acad-
emy in 1819 in Montgomery County.  After partaking large 
of  a fine saddle of  venison and other suitable accompani-
ments on the table, I rode over to Dr. Ruffin's and spent the 
night.

Monday 12: I went out and looked at the Dr.'s crop, which is 
a very superior one as most of  the crops of  the neighborhood 
are.  I took dinner and rode home.

Tuesday 13: The hoe hands finished the Valley field of  cot-
ton the 3rd time over.  My cotton crop is now the best I have 
ever had.  My corn is only tolerable.  I have missed the har-
vest rains, having just a proper season for cotton but still not 
enough to reach the roots of  corn. I have however, the pros-
pect of  making enough to serve me for the first time since I 
have been in this country. And I begin to sit down the man 
who has his cribbs and meat house and barns as well sup-
plied as a rich man.  Have a turnip patch.

Wednesday 14: Hands at turnip patch in the Valley. Thom 
went with waggon to Camden in the afternoon.  Weather 
warm and everything growing.  Ann Hawes has chills.

Thursday 15: At home pretty much at my ease.   Hugh had 
a chill also and I am attending.

Friday 16: William had a chill also. The peaches are just 
turning ripe and I have no doubt the imprudent use of  them 
has contributed greatly to produce chills. I am at home at-
tending to them.

Saturday 17: At home as usual, in fine health.  Polly also 
had a chill yesterday and today we succeeded in stopping it 
on her and Ann H. Hoe hands at the peas among the corn 
for my ground has become so grassy that I have to clear out 
the peas among the corn, Steven making rails and Willie fin-
ishing plowing the upland cotton. 

Sunday 18: At home attending the sick.  Stopped the chills 
on Ann Hawes and Hugh and William had a pretty severe 
chill.  Had the first peach pie this season.

Monday 19: Thom returned with waggon  10 sacks corn  1 
bbl. Flour.  Also brought 1 bbl. flour and 2 sacks corn and 1 
ham for Scoggins.  Another warm dry day.  Stopped Wil-
liam's chill today.

Tuesday 20: Went to Camden.  A pleasant day for the sea-
son but a fatiguing ride 37 miles, especially that I have not 
rode a whole days ride this season before. Put up at the house 
of  an old acquaintance, Sutherland and rested well.
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Wednesday 21:  After breakfast went down in town. Had a 
settlement with McCollum & Fellows.  Fell in debt (including 
interest up to 1st Feb’y next) about $260 for which I gave 
them an order on Cherry Henderson & Co. of  New Orleans.  
Returned to dinner, took a nap afterwards, chatted a couple 
of  hours with my friends at their offices, took a glass of  
toddy, paid my bill $2.00 and paying ferriage 25 cts. came 
out to George Stones and tarried for the night in good spirits.  
But my sleep a good deal annoyed by the mosquitoes.  I drew 
$5.00 in cash at McC. & Fellows for expense money, as I had 
to go to Camden, ferry, etc.

Thursday 22: Started for home paying bill 70 cts., stopped 
a while at Princeton and got home to supper, and found all 
pretty well, so I am pleased this trip is over.

Friday 23: At home resting, eating fruit, looking over the 
plantation and enjoying the affection and society of  my little 
flock. Crop still fine.

Saturday 24: Went to hear the address of  our Candidate at 
Princeton. Left $1.00 to my credit at the Post Office.  Spent 
the day pleasantly except some little trouble as usual about 
some demands for money.  Returned home at night some-
what perplexed about the judgment of  R. Barnum against 
me. I had, I thought, fixed it with Barnum so that I could 
bring in the present crop but upon consultation with Comp-
ton, his counsel found they concluded to issue execution. Be-
ware of  Compton.

Sunday 25: At home. A good shower today as well as yester-
day. This is sufficient for the corn crop. A superabundance is 
made in the country.

Monday 26: Rode out to Dr. Barnum’s on the business 
above named. Let him have his Bullock note for $100 on the 
judgment and execution to be held up for balance. Came 
around by the Evans and arranged to let James Thrasher 
have the balance which Mr. E. would owe me of  $160 for en-
tering his land, for his baruche at $100 which will leave me 
still indebted to Evans about $15 to be paid this fall. Got 
home to supper after an anxious days negotiations and an ar-
duous ride on a dull mule, fatigued but pleased at the success 
of  the days business.

Tuesday 27: At home resting and attending to the affairs of  
the plantation. Hands cleaning up the new ground which was 
scrubbed off  before, for to sow turnips for my cattle.

Wednesday 28: Went up to Hot Spring County to attend to 
my land. Got to Yates and spent the night. Hot summer 
weather. More sickness in the Country than usual.

Thursday 29: Went on to Clear Creek where I have a tract 
of  land, stayed at Fitshugh's at the mill and had some talk 
about a sale.

Friday 30: Examined the tract of  land and conditionally 
sold 80 acres to Mr. Fenton, then returned home, where I ar-
rived about 11 o'clock at night.
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Saturday 31: At home resting and enjoying the fruit. The 
men at work on the road yesterday and today. Commenced 
gathering of  fodder today. All well again. 
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Sunday 1: At home improving matters about the plantation. 
Writing, etc.  We have a good deal of  sickness in the country 
around tho all are well with us.

Monday 2: Election day has come around again. I went to 
Princeton and voted the entire Whig vote. Everything went off  
smoothly and I came home after supper, a warm dry day. Hands 
at the fodder. Thom with the waggon started to Camden.  

Tuesday 3: At home on the farm. I do not take sun commonly 
now and spent most of  my time in the shade when not travelling 
about.

Wednesday 4: Another hot dry day. Dug our Irish potatoes to-
day and cellared about 25 bushels of  very fine white potatoes, 
besides leaving red potatoes enough for use in the patch. Those 
which were skinned are rotting.

Thursday 5: All hands at the fodder which is very fine. I rode 
to town and back to a late dinner.  Some serious sickness about 
town and among others John Brown is ill.

TOWER BUILDING OF THE LITTLE ROCK 
ARSENAL

❖ Circa 1840, McArthur Park, Little Rock, Arkansas. 
The arsenal was constructed in response to the 
perceived dangers of  frontier life and fears of  the many 
Native Americans who were passing through the state 
on their way to the newly established Oklahoma 
Territory. Thirty-six acres were appropriated on the 
outskirts of  Little Rock by Major Robert E. Lee of  
the U.S. Army. Today the building houses the 
MacArthur Museum of  Arkansas Military History.
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Friday 6: At home as usual.  Weather warm and dry.

Saturday 7:  Started to go to Bradley County to attend to 
some tax matter. Went to town and failed in getting any 
money for the object of  my trip. Saw John Brown and gave 
him some attention. Spent the night in town. Wrote to McC. 
& Fel. for some money which I had before arranged for, to be 
sent up.

Sunday 8: I concluded to go on and endeavor to negotiate 
about the taxes in some way and went to the lower end of  
the County.  Weather hot and sickly - declined the trip by 
writing, etc.  Stayed all night at Mr. Hargis’.

Monday 9: Returned home to dinner exhausted and low 
spirited. Spent the day and night in recuperating what little 
energy I had left.

Tuesday 10: At home resting and reading, etc. Had rain to-
day. Had hopes it would improve the health of  the country. 
Never expected to see the broken pine hills of  this county 
overspread with the prostrate forms of  the Inhabitants in sick-
ness as they now are. I am afraid to leave my family to go on 
to Tennessee for fear of  sickness at home, though we have 
been fortunate so far.

Wednesday 11: Sowed turnips.  Went to town to attend to 
my young friend Brown. He is despaired of, but I think has 
strength to build some hopes of  recovery upon. Remained 
with him all-day and returned home at night.

Thursday 12: Returned to town and spent the day again 
with him and part of  the night. Witnessed another dying 

scene of  a distressing character, young Charles Bridges. Sick-
ness distressing almost everywhere.

Friday 13: Went home, giving up hopes of  my young friend, 
the most promising young lawyer of  the County, and highly 
estimable as an honest and honorable man. My sympathies 
were very much excited for him.

Saturday 14: Had two cases of  chills on yesterday among 
my negroes. I remained at home, in exceedingly depressed 
mood. Everything seems to be very discouraging to the effort 
I have made so long here to retrieve my circumstances and 
educate my family.  There is comparatively no money in the 
Country. Property has not improved. All necessaries are 
scarce and costly and there is nothing like enterprize or liber-
ality among the majority of  these blind democratic people.  
We have however by some sort of  accident elected a Whig to 
the Legislature this time. (Dr. Sanders).

Sunday 15: My feelings and spirits being somewhat revived, 
I went with my family to the little country church in the 
neighborhood and heard a sermon or rather exhortation 
from a new hand E. Coleman.

Monday 16: Went to Princeton with William, Hugh and 
Ann H. to start them to school (on horseback) but doubtful 
whether the school will go on, on account of  the sickness.

Tuesday 17: At home listless and discontented. I wish to 
make my journey with Margaret back to the old settlements, 
and fear to leave yet this exceedingly salubrious climate for 
fear of  my family being prostrated in my absence. I have de-
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termined if  I can carry it out to leave the country this winter, 
or next summer, but want of  active means cramps and dis-
courages me.

Wednesday 18: Rain today. The sick at home are better. In-
deed it has been light. Hands not doing much.

Thursday 19: I am making some preparation for my jour-
ney. Some difficulty in getting the money.

Friday 20: In like manner. I have concluded not to employ 
any person to oversee while I am gone. There has been and is 
yet so much - sickness in the country that if  we can all get 
through the season, even without much work, I shall be satis-
fied.

Saturday 21: I went to town and completed my arrange-
ments for travelling on next Monday, I borrowed $l5 from 
Col Martin and got $15 from Mallett, the Postmaster on an 
order for that amount on McCollum & Fellows.

Sunday 22: Spent the day with my family and looking over 
papers, etc.

Monday 23: This is a morning of  bustle in the camp. W., 
Ann H. and H. all starting early on horseback to school to 
ride 4 1/2 miles.  Margaret and me packing up for our jour-
ney. Took our leave about 10 o’clock in the baruch, drawn by 
the mule Jack. Went to Mr. Byrd's and took dinner and had 
the mule shod. Thence on to Tulip, got some articles of  mer-
chandize and on to M. Smith’s for the night. Saw Mr. Somer-
ville and Mr. Smith on the business of  Mr. Humphrey’s with 
Bellew, but left it to await for Mr. H's deed to the land until I 

come back. Spent the night very pleasantly and in fine spirits. 
A very warm day. Thom drove us and returned home.

Tuesday 24: 	Started after breakfast and went only to 
Clandy’s.  Rain in the middle of  the day but we happened to 
slip between the clouds. Saw Hale, sheriff  of  Hot Springs 
and he promised to hold up any taxes till time of  settlement.

(The above photo was taken outside of  Benton near the Saline River)

Wednesday 25:  Margaret the evening before had dropt her 
bonnet and veil out of  the Baruch and did not discover it.  I 
got a horse this morning and went back 8 miles where a trav-
eler had good enough to deposit them.  I returned, got break-
fast, paid bill $1.50, boys 25 cts. and traveled to Col Dodds 
for the night. Saw Park, Sheriff  of  Saline and got taxes de-
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ferred for the time. Paid 50 cts. ferriage at Saline and spent a 
dime at Benton.

Thursday 26: Paid bill $1.00 and moved on very labori-
ously to Little Rook. Put up at the Anthony House and 
passed the evening and night happily attending to Margaret 
and preparing business for tomorrow.

Friday 27: Deposited land warrant in the Register's office to 
enter Thos Evans land and I wrote back to William to get 
Mr. E. affidavit and signature to his application, and to be re-
turned to office by first mail. Filed the assignment from Wm. 
Rogers to me in the case of  the warrant he sold me and 
which was entered on the quarter section I sold to P. S. Be-
thel in the Registers Office. Had the harness padded 25 cts. 
Saw John Trigg and he promised if  Judgement, passed at the 
approaching term of  the court on my note to the State for 
land that it could lie so until Spring. Also saw Trapnell (editor’s 
note: this is probably Trapnall)and he promised he would not 
press the judgment conferred last spring in the Fed’l Court 
without giving me due notice of  it. Compromised with him 
tho much agitated and for travel debt of  Park and partner 
Graham vs. H. H. Coleman gave my note for $250 at 18 
months after date. I did this not that it was just against me 
but to get clear of  his (Hawes) slanderous imputation among 
the bar. I can find no evidence that he ever paid it over to 
me, and if  he did, I hold the evidence of  payments which I 
have to make on his accounts, and which I never sought to 
take advantage of  against him. In the evening paid bill $3.25 

and left well satisfied. We ferried and went 3 miles to Doug-
las. Ferry 30 cents.

Saturday 28: Paid bill $1.50 and travelled to Brownsville to 
Barksdale Tavern. Found that a 30 acre tract of  land in Prai-
rie County which bad been sold for the taxes could be 
straightened out and Williams the clerk promised to send me 
a statement of  it and assist in getting it fixed. Lies in T 19 
N.R.6 mi. Pd. 25¢ turnpike.

Sunday 29: Paid bill $1.50 and went to Parson Gannt’s on 
the other side of  the Prairie. Stopped early in the evening hot 
and fatigued and enjoyed our rest.

Monday 30: Paid bill $1.50 and went to Cauly’s for the 
night. Ferried at White River 70 cts. Fell short of  the stand 
we aimed at and lodged among sickness and poverty.

Tuesday 31: Bill $1.00 and went to Marlers eight miles to a 
late breakfast. Bill 75 cts. and thence to Barnetts for the 
night. Two turnpikes on Long Ell 90 and 871/2 - bad roads 
most of  the way over from White River. We rejoice to be get-
ting far on our way but slowly.
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Wednesday 1: Bill $1.50 and thence across Crowley's Ridge to 
Mr. Jones for the night. Another accident today. The weather 
was hot and labor of  driving my mule severe. I put off  my coat 
and it was lost out of  the open baruch. Here I was without a 
coat, I intended going back in the morning but a traveller saved 
me the trouble and sent it back from the next house by a servant 
to whom I paid a quarter.

Thursday 2: A rainy morning. After enjoying the hospitality 
of  my old acquaintance Jones in his fine house we set out in the 
rain. Crossed St. Francis - ferriage 50 cts. bought umbrella 75 
cts. at the river and started into the Swamp which was exceed-
ingly bad for the season of  the year. We made it about 7 miles 
then hired a pilot and two horses, Margaret mounted and we 
lightened out what we could on the horses and I drove through 
nearly up to the hubs a great deal of  the way to Blackfish Lake 
thro rain, mud and water - crossed lake - ferriage 45 cts. for 
some hay, 10 cts. for a glass toddy and went on to Mrs. S, 6 
miles, Pilot $1.50. 

OUTSIDE OF SOMERVILLE, TN

❖ “Pursued my way on to Somerville, put up at 
Hardwick Tavern, and met with many of  my old 
acquaintances who hailed me with much good feeling. I 
spent the evening very agreeably, not without much 
reflection on times gone by, for here young hope urged 
me on 27 years before when we commenced in the 
woods and I built the first framed house where 
Somerville now stands.”
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Friday 3: Bill $1.50 and ferriage mile $1.50. One water-
melon 10 cts, glass toddy 10 cts. Drove on to Jas. Keys across 
Conmah in the night. I now felt that I was in my old range 
and was no little gratified at it.

Saturday 4: Bill $1.00 and reached Mrs. Coleman’s about 
11 o’clock where we found the old lady feeble and just recov-
ering from a long and dangerous spell of  sickness. We how-
ever, were much rejoiced to find her better and to enjoy a 
temporary rest from our fatigues - and so closes a laborious 
trip out with a dull mule over bad roads in hot sickly weather 
with too much package for any one horse.

Sunday 5: Arose much rested and happy though experienc-
ing a mixture of  melancholy from former associations at this 
place. We all took a cheerful breakfast and Richard and my-
self  and Albert and Fanny went to the Camp meeting going 
on in the neighborhood. I have just joined here as one of  the 
family this new member Fanny, and hope to enjoy much satis-
faction in her society in times to come. I met several old 
neighbors and acquaintances at the meeting by whom I was 
gladly met and the occasion was an agreeable one to me, 
heightened by the idea that I may probably return to that sec-
tion of  country to reside at no very distant day. Indeed I am 
rather on the lookout this trip for a future home and my pre-
dictions for that country, especially Fayette and Shelby coun-
ties in Tennessee are for a fine future. We returned  in the eve-
ning and spent, another social evening.

Monday 6: I started this morning to Somerville and went as 
far as Mr. Sam’l Dunn's. 	 Old stage coach road leading west out of  Somerville
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Tuesday 7: Pursued my way on to Somerville, put up at 
Hardwick Tavern, and met with many of  my old acquain-
tances who hailed me with much good feeling. I spent the eve-
ning very agreeably, not without much reflection on times 
gone by, for here young hope urged me on 27 years before 
when we commenced in the woods and I built the first 
framed house where Somerville now stands.

Wednesday 8: I arose early, dressed, breakfasted and saw E. 
S. Tappan on business. He settled with me and gave me an 
order for some articles of  merchandise and some $2.00 cash 
but could not pay me the money I expected to get, and in this 
I was sadly disappointed. I dined with my old friend McClel-
lan, and spent the evening and night very agreeably under 
the hospitable roof  of  my old friend Wilfong.

Thursday 9: After breakfast I walked around the town and 
noted the changes and improvements, recapitulated many 
early scenes which the different places I passed brought to 
memory. Altogether it was an agreeable visit and I now re-
gret that I had ever left the place and engaged in the various 
matters which have since given me so much trouble and diffi-
culty. Still it is to be recollected that each individual has to 
run his race his own course and it is impossible to divine the 
probable result of  a different course. Truly the ways of  Provi-
dence are to us inscrutable and I have during this trip trusted 
more to that powerful protection and assistance which comes 
not from human strength, than I ever before have done. I 
have a desire to make a material change in my situation with 
my large family and uneasy circumstances, and I am at a loss 

to know whether it is founded in wisdom or not. Paid bill 
$2.50 and left about 11 o’clock and rode to Mason's where I 
stopped and meeting some acquaintances indulged in a social 
glass and went on to Mr. T. at Rogers old place.

Friday 10: Paid bill 75 cts. and went on to Sam’l Dunns for 
the night and looked at his tract of  land, thinking it possible 
that I might make an exchange with him.

Saturday 11: Pursued my way on to Mrs. Colemans, found 
all apparently well and, I myself  in good spirits. But to my 
deep regret Mrs. C. was taken with a chill in two hours after 
I got there, and little did she think that the snack which she 
then set on or assisted in having set, was the last kindness she 
would ever be able to render me.

Sunday 12: I spent the day with the family and rendered 
such assistance to Mrs. C. as I could. Her relapse is consid-
ered dangerous and I feared was so.

Monday 13: I remained with the family, Mrs. C's health still 
very uncertain and requiring constant attention.

Tuesday 14: I went to Memphis and put up at the Gayoso 
on yesterday evening and meeting with many old acquain-
tances spent the time happily. I made an arrangement with 
Mr. Williams, merchant to furnish Margaret with any mer-
chandise she might need. Sold a fifty dollar bill -Farmers & 
Merchants Bank- for 30 cts. on the dollar. Paid bill $3.00, at-
tended to some other business and rode out to Mrs. C’s. Still 
found her ill.
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Wednesday 15: Remained with the family and rendered 
such assistance as I could. Margaret still here.

Thursday 16: Went to town again, attended to some busi-
ness and at the Gayoso for the night. Sold on Monday last 
the tract of  the old railroad at Somerville thro my land on 
the South of  Somerville about 30 feet wide for $75.00 which 
was included in his notes renewing what he owed me before. 
Weather hot.

The Magevney House (1833) - Memphis

Friday 17: After calling on several acquaintances and seeing 
what I could of  business matters I went out to Dr. Ragland’s 
for the night. I had a sort of  overlooking of  papers with Esqr. 
Chase, my agent for the rent etc. of  my lot, and found that 
there was a balance of  some $150 in his hands, nearly 

enough to pay my note which he holds. Paid bill $3.00. My 
first visit since I left the country to Dr. R's.

Saturday 18:  Sold my lot in Memphis to Dr. Ragland in 
full satisfaction of  all due to him in every shape - upon a full 
settlement between us and I made him a deed with general 
warranty and am to get a quit claim from H. H. Coleman to 
him to the same. I received over and above the debts I owed 
him one quarter section of  swamp land, scrip 2nd class. I 
then hurried home as fast as possible and to my very great 
surprise found the old lady speechless. I thought her danger-
ous, but had not supposed her case would so suddenly come 
to a crisis. She died about 4 o'clock that evening. The day 
was cloudy, damp and gloomy. The last ancestor of  a large 
family took her leave of  a tortuous world, in the presence of  
2 of  her sons only, myself  and Margaret, her granddaughter, 
and a few neighbors, having enslaved herself  for her family 
for some forty years. Her parting scene was calm but painful. 
The monster death was slow in finishing his mission. The old 
mansion which had so long been cheered and made happy by 
the kindness, hospitality and generous affection of  the last 
and now aged occupant was clouded with melancholy and 
seemed but the abode of  sorrow. The scene sank deeply into 
the inmost recesses of  my heart. Under such circumstances 
without noise, without external display of  grief, or boisterous 
lamentations our affectionate mother left us, but the quiet-
ness, the subdued sobbings and the silent tears bespoke the 
heartfelt sorrow which agitated every bosom.
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Sunday 19: After a rainy night and a watchful one with me, 
we proceeded to perform the last duty to the remains of  the 
old lady. She was buried in the orchard, family burying place 
by the side of  her esteemed husband, it being now ten years 
since he was placed in his final resting place. The whole cere-
mony was performed without any parade and the company 
all returned home except the few members of  the family who 
retired to indulge in their own reflections. I felt unwell and 
went to bed early.

Monday 20: After breakfast and writing a letter to Clara ad-
vising her of  the loss, I took a slight chill which held me by 
the fire most of  the day.

Tuesday 21: I took precautions against another chill but 
had it in the evening and spent a restless night. Margaret, 
dear child, is a, great comfort to me in these distressing cir-
cumstances. Her amiableness and firm and constant affec-
tions, her earnest and sincere manner conspire to support me 
in trouble.

Wednesday 22: I again provided against a chill and suc-
ceeded today.

Thursday 23: I remained at the old place with Richard and 
Margaret to get entirely well before I set out again especially 
as the weather is very wet and warm.

Friday 24: I remained and spent the day reading.

Saturday 25: I rode over to Mrs. Popes in the evening on 
my way to Penola.

Sunday 26: I went over to Edwin Coleman's and spent the 
evening pleasantly amidst his indispensable kindness and that 
of  his family. My heart shrank at the idea of  leaving behind 
my dear child Margaret, but arose again in the pleasing idea 
that my face was now turned towards the balance of  all that 
is dear to me at home.

Monday 27:  I started early to the town of  Penola to look in 
to the condition of  the unfortunate suit against me on my for-
mer partner's account, James F. Ruffin, for not bringing a suit 
to the first term of  an insolvent note. After examining the pa-
pers paid bill 50 cts. and ferry 20, I returned to Edwins and 
spent the night contentedly and happily as I could under the 
circumstances that had just transpired and in view of  a labori-
ous and lonesome trip out home.

Tuesday 28: After writing a letter to the Clerk of  the Court, 
U.S. at Pontotoc, asking for a statement of  the case of  Frier-
son vs. Mrs. Coleman, and requesting one to be sent to E.C. 
and another to me at home, also writing a letter to R. Barton 
and one to P. Scruggs, urging their particular attention to the 
case in Penola Court, also leaving an order to the Clerk for a 
Subpoena for Scruggs in the case, also giving E.C. my note 
for $100 which he was kind enough to advance me, I took my 
leave of  the family and rode to James P. Ruffins where I spent 
the night very pleasantly, and solicited him to see what he 
could do privately towards compromizing the case with Hin-
ton, saying that I would give $400 just to get clear of  it.

Wednesday 29: Took an early start, now Jack and me for it 
home! Went to Mr. Matthews in Mis. bottom paying 3 ferri-
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ages. Coldwater 20 cts. Walnut Lake 20 cts. and Beaverdam 
20 cts. Very tired I got to my quarters half  an hour after 
dark. Road tolerably soft.

Thursday 30: Paid bill $1.00 and went on 6 miles to Miss. 
River ferriage 75 cts. In paying bill this morning I lacked 50 
cts. which I left for Matthews with Evans at the Ferry by re-
quest of  the landlady. I called at the Swamp Land Office and 
got some information and examined the books and returns 
for about an hour. Took some refreshments 15 cts. and rode 
on to Mr. Alexn Graves, where I found him very sick.

****

The following photos are of  houses within Somerville that 
would have been in existence during the trip recorded in the 
month’s entry.
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Friday 1: Went on and after a very fatiguing days journey, 
missed the right place of  taking off  to Andersons ferry and went 
on to Redmonds near Lawrenceville.

Saturday 2: Paid bill $1.00 and went on, ferriage White River 
25 cts. and thence on to Browns in the Prairie. Ferriage at Le 
Grand 10 cts.

Sunday 3: Paid bill $1.00 and thence to the Post of  Ark. Saw 
my agent Mr. Haliburton, went to the Clerk's office and made 
some examinations, found my tax matters in bad fix. Left $20 
with him to endeavor to get it fixed up and after taking some re-
freshment came on, crossed the river at Tedfords ferry 25¢ and 
got to Mr. Douglas'.

Monday 4: Started early because I knew their habits of  late 
breakfasting. Could not make the change and left my bill of  75¢ 
unpaid. Rode to Richland, a rainy day through mud and rain. 
Took a glass or two of  grog which warmed me up and rode on 
to Mr. Atkins a comfortable house and I spent the night pleas-
antly.

TOO MUCH TO DRINK

❖ “Spent the day in low spirits- sack cloth and ashes, if  
I maybe allowed the expression....As usual, health not 
sound, addicted to cholic, flatulence....my mouth is 
quite sore and I have a sore eye which I presume must 
be from sympathy with the mouth....Women washing 
and men repairing fences, etc.”

21

BACK TO PRINCETON VIA PINE BLUFF

October 1852

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arkansas_Post_National_Memorial
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arkansas_Post_National_Memorial


Tuesday 5: Paid bill 75¢ and came on to Pine Bluffs. Here 
was the first information I could get about my family and I 
was much rejoiced that all was well a few days past. After rest-
ing a short time I rode to Mr. Henry's for the night.

Wednesday 6:  Paid bill $1.00 and pushed on for home. I 
was almost broken down and had the longest days ride on the 
trip say 36 miles to make. But so great was my anxiety to get 
home that I made it before sunset and found all my little 
flock well. Now I am happy for the time at least and forget 
business cares. A long and rather perilous trip is over. A good 
deal of  important business accomplished and I am safe home 
- the sickly season of  the year and all well. No particular acci-
dent or misfortune has happened and we are all cheerful ex-
cept the gloom which the unfortunate news of  which I was 
the bearer cast over us, and that was softened by the joy with 
which my safe arrival produced.

Thursday 7: I made but little examination of  what had 
been done in my absence and spent the day happily and we 
had the pleasure of  the company of  May, Mrs. Ruffin, who 
joined us yesterday evening shortly after my arrival.

Friday 8:  At home likewise. My health not quite so good. 
The excitement of  business, etc, the trip being over, the ef-
fects of  my fatigue were more manifest. I had a continued 
cholic which annoyed me a good deal.

Saturday 9:  We all went to town to shop. I yielded again to 
imprudence and got home after night much out of  sorts and 
feeling greatly degraded which deeply mortifies me. I left $20 

with William to pay some little bills for hauling my secretary 
and other little debts I owed.

Sunday 10:  Spent the day in low spirits - sack cloth and 
ashes, if  I maybe allowed the expression.

Monday 11:  Spent this in low spirits and reading my news-
papers.

Tuesday 12:  Spent the day in examining papers, writing let-
ters, etc.

Wednesday 13:  In like manner. We have out some 18,000 
lbs. cotton but the crop is greatly injured by rust since I left 
home. There is scarcely any top cotton.

Thursday 14: I commenced giving more particular atten-
tion to the hands. They have picked quite as well so far as I 
had expected without my presence. But are beginning to get 
dull.

Friday 15:  In like manner.

Saturday 16: Went to town, rec’d from Williams $10 of  the 
$20 I left with him heretofore, of  the balance he is to pay 
Weaver $3.00 for halling the bookcase of  the secretary - 
$5.00 to Mr. Owens for halling the secretary of  it. $1.50 cash 
handed to William which leaves only 50¢ coming to me.

Sunday 17: At home, quite unwell and spent the day idly.

Monday 18:  At home giving some attention to the farm. 
Mrs. Ruffin left for home today.

Tuesday 19: In like manner.
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Wednesday 20: We are getting out cotton pretty fast now. 
Weather fine and health of  hands good.

Thursday 21: As usual on the plantation. Unwell this morn-
ing, threatened with chills.

Friday 22:  As usual, health not sound, addicted to cholic, 
flatulence.

Saturday 23:  Had a slight chill today which lasted some 
time, chill & fever say 12 hours. Took a pill of  Blue Mass. 
Killed a beef  today.

Sunday 24:  Took another chill, and another pill of  Blue 
Mass.

Monday 25:  Lay up today and kept off  the chill, had slight 
fever, took about 12 to 15 gms. of  quinine.

Tuesday 26: In like manner. I felt still symptoms of  chill, 
cold feet, etc. and took another pill and quinine. Weather 
damp with some light rain, constant all day.

Wednesday 27:  I find I am salivated, had no chill nor fe-
ver.

Thursday 28: I am obliged to keep close - my mouth is 
quite sore and I have a sore eye which I presume must be 
from sympathy with the mouth. Damp day again.

Friday 29: Housed up as usual. Women washing and men 
repairing fences, etc.

Saturday 30:  Thom went with waggon to Hunters tan 
yard, got two large sides for gin band, and brought home the 
secretary from town.

Sunday 31:  I omitted to state that William went down to 
Bradley County last Tuesday to redeem and pay taxes on my 
land, he returned on Friday, found my matters there in bad 
fix. I sent $70 and he found for redemption of  the land 
which was sold last year and for taxes this year. It amounted 
as they claim upwards of  $100 and Drew County not paid 
for this year. I see that the advertisement in the Whig was 
only 24 or 25 days instead of  4 weeks which the law requires. 
William redeemed my land in Bradley but had to give James 
Bradley security for the balance of  the money. Spent the day 
in instructing the children.
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Monday 1:  I am still under the influence of  Mercury, my 
mouth tolerably painful, but I have no doubt it will bring my 
health all right again. I went to Princeton on business and re-
turned home in the evening.

Tuesday 2: This day is characterized by one of  the most inter-
esting events which in this age transpires among mankind - the 
election of  the first officer of  the only pure Republic on earth, 
and he President of  thirty free and independent Governments, 
or States, united by common consent of  their annexation into 
one Confederacy and each voting for the Executive of  that con-
federacy within their own limits and according to rules and regu-
lations formed by themselves respectively, to be in accordance 
with the General Constitution. And circumstances exist to ren-
der this occasion more than usually important to patriotic citi-
zens on account of  the late efforts which have been made to de-
stroy the fair fabric of  this happy confederacy, by fanatics and 
corrupt designing politicians, but which disunion movements 
have been so signally rebuked and put down by the patriotism 
and by the mighty voice of  the people following the impulse of  
such master spirits as H. Clay and Daniel Webster. Happy will 

FRANKLIN PIERCE

❖ “We have just learned that Pierce has defeated Gen'l 
Scott for President by a large majority. What a shame.  
H. Clay and Dan'l Webster are dead, Scott defeated 
and I fear it will be some time before we shall have 
three or even one other patriot who will be able to save 
the Union, and the principles of  our happy government 
from destruction. I have no doubt nor have I had since 
Gen'l Jacksons time that Democracy, the present 
progressive modern democracy will eventually lead to 
the overthrow of  this Republic...”
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this country be if  such a spirit and such leaders are ever 
found within our borders. I voted for Scott and Graham and 
returned home.

Wednesday 3: At home attending to the plantation. Rain 
stopped our cotton picking.

Thursday 4: A rainy day. Commenced fitting up the gin. 
Women working.

Friday 5:  Still too wet to pick cotton. Had to remove the 
cotton from the cotton pen in the bottom on account of  its 
heating. Ground very wet and cracks raised.

Saturday 6:  Hands at new ground until diner. In evening 
women picking. I am getting better health. Cleared away, 
cool today.

Sunday 7:  A fine clear cool morning with very light white 
frost scarcely perceptible.

Monday 8:  It is a remarkable fact that we have had scarcely 
any lightning during the past season and decidedly the most 
sickly season ever known, take healthy situations all over the 
country, as well as those commonly unhealthy. We have had 
some lightning during this rain and I hope the air everywhere 
will become more salubrious. The family are all at home to-
day and I am learning the boys their Latin lessons.

Tuesday 9:  At home getting out cotton as fast as we can 
and repairing the gin, press, etc.

Wednesday 10:  In like manner - weather clear and cool.

Thursday 11:  Some rain - but cleared in the evening. 
Fixed up a band of  leather which I obtained from Hunter, 
the tanner, two large sides - and about 35 feet long.

Friday 12:  Commenced ginning, but still have some repairs 
to do.

Saturday 13: I went to Tulip on business and returned in 
the evening.  I bought of  Rob. Martin 25 bales of  cotton on 
credit until 1st January next at 9 cents per lb. He is to take 
off  5 lbs from each bale in weight. And I am to secure him by 
deed inTrust.

Sunday 14:  Clear and cold. I remained at home in reading 
and reflection. We have just learned that Pierce has defeated 
Gen'l Scott for President by a large majority. What a shame.  
H. Clay and Dan'l Webster are dead, Scott defeated and I 
fear it will be some time before we shall have three or even 
one other patriot who will be able to save the Union, and the 
principles of  our happy government from destruction. I have 
no doubt nor have I had since Gen'l Jacksons time that De-
mocracy, the present progressive modern democracy will 
eventually lead to the overthrow of  this Republic, indeed 
nothing has saved it thro the late struggle but the influence of  
the Messrs. Clay, Webster and a few patriotic Democrats, by 
their compromise measures, all men with schemes for party 
strength, even at the expense of  the Republic and liberty will 
be brought to bear. I anticipate that Cuba will be the next 
wild adventure for democratic progress to rally upon. Na-
tional faith and solemn treaties are of  little avail, where the 
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spoils of  office and the temptations of  power are paramount 
to the permanence of  our happy institutions.

Monday 15:  Went to town to pay my taxes in this county. I 
drew an order on Cherry-Henderson & Co. for $150 in favor 
of  Mr. Smith the undertaker at the Courthouse and he is to 
pay tax and the balance of  Dr. Barnums for the Bolt Land 
Company and account to me for the balance. Returned 
home in evening.

Tuesday 16:  At home pressing our ginning as much as pos-
sible. Wet weather.

Wednesday 17: In like manner. Weather unfavorable.

Thursday 18:  A severe killing frost, clearer, finished gin-
ning 6 bales of  cotton. 

Friday 19:  Another hard frost, started waggon to Camden 
with 5 heavy bales.

Saturday 20:  Rode out in the neighborhood, am not well.  
Henry had a chill.

Sunday 21:  At home, a very wet day until evening. Dis-
agreeable day.  I put up my 6 bales of  cotton in the sacks my 
corn came in last season by which I saved about $1.00 per 
bale. I will probably have enough for ten bales more.

Monday 22:  Took a walk to look after matters on the plan-
tation, a chilly morning and shortly afterwards was taken 
with a chill of  the old fashion - sickness at the stomach and 
was quite sick throughout the day and had to keep my bed. 
Took a blue pill and spent a restless night.

Tuesday 23:  Was again very sick, had another chill and 
some fever. Took about 6 grains of  calomel, and had slight 
operation.

Wednesday 24:  Very sick again. Medicine operated very 
well and satisfied me that I was not bilious. I found it very 
mainly an affection of  the nervous system. I never before 
knew the benefit of  Morpheine in ordinary cases. I took 
about 1/2 of  a grain and became easy in a short time.

Thursday 25:  Decidedly better in health but had to keep 
my bed to avoid another chill.

Friday 26:  Still better but kept close to my room and for 
the most part in bed.

Saturday 27:  Walked out a little but find my strength a 
good deal diminished by my little spell of  sickness. It rained 
again on yesterday and bids fair for a rainy disagreeable win-
ter. We killed one fine hog from the woods, weighing about 
200 lbs. The meat this year is excellent.

Sunday 28:  I am still improving. Spent the day mainly in 
assisting the boys with lessons. William commenced Caesar 
today. Hugh is progressing very well in Bullions reader. If  I 
can get on with their education and that of  all the children 
and get out and keep out of  debt it is as much as I can expect 
for a while.

Monday 29:  Spent the day as usual.

Tuesday 30:  In like manner.  Went to town and spent the 
day.
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Wednesday 1:  My health is still feeble. I am preparing to start 
to Memphis.

Tuesday 2:  In like manner.

Friday 3:  I am quite unwell. William has had a chill with bad 
cold.

Saturday 4: 	I am weak and William I fear is not well enough 
to go with me to Pine Bluffs to bring back the horses. To my 
great satisfaction, however, Mr. Humphreys arrived with his fam-
ily from La. and cheered me up greatly by the prospect of  com-
pany. The 14th Inst. was the day mentioned for the Heirs to 
meet at the old place to settle the estate.

Sunday 5:  We all spent the day pleasantly with our friends and 
I calculate to try the journey tomorrow in Mr. H's carriage.

Monday 6: Mr. H. & myself  started and went through Prince-
ton. I started without money, and trusted to borrowing at Prince-
ton in which however I failed, and went on. We got to McCoy's 
on Saline in the midst of  a storm and remained.

MEMPHIS

❖ “Sailed on slowly against the current and landed at 
Memphis a little after dark. Paid bill $10 for passage. 
Went up to the Gayoso carried our own baggage, 
obtained a good room with fire and I was well 
contented to be again on terra firma once more and had 
a pleasant nights rest under the influence of  the feelings 
which always excite in my mind cheerful and at the 
same time melancholy reflections arising from past 
scenes and reminiscences of  the Chickasaw Bluffs, as 
they were called when I first settled there.”
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Tuesday 7:  Pursued our journey and got to old Mr. Davis 
10 miles from the Bluffs, the road bad and I am weak but im-
proving. A pleasant day today.	

Wednesday 8:  Paid bill $2.50 for both advanced by Mr. H.  
Went within 3 miles of  the Bluffs and walked in with our wal-
lets on our shoulders that the boy might get back the next 
day. Put up at the Hotel where we were comfortable but no 
boat arrived and we were on expense and suspense.

Thursday 9:  Remained at the Bluffs for the want of  a boat 
until after supper, paid bill $1.50 and got on board the Ti-
ben.  Mr. H. fortunately collected some money here which en-
abled us to go on without borrowing.

Friday 10:  Sailed on without accident and we have had a 
pleasant passage tho not very fast. The boat reached Napo-
leon about dark-sailed up the Mi. a short time and lay up. 
She is bound for Cincinnati. I am grateful that we are out of  
the Arkansas River safe for it is the worst navigation and the 
boats of  that river generally badly managed, as well as infe-
rior boats.

Saturday 11:  Sailed until about 9. P.M. and again lay up, I 
prefer this for I am afraid of  accidents at night. Spent 1 dime 
for a dram.

Sunday 12:  Sailed on slowly against the current and landed 
at Memphis a little after dark. Paid bill $10 for passage. Went 
up to the Gayoso carried our own baggage, obtained a good 
room with fire and I was well contented to be again on terra 
firma once more and had a pleasant nights rest under the in-

fluence of  the feelings which always excite in my mind cheer-
ful and at the same time melancholy reflections arising from 
past scenes and reminiscences of  the Chickasaw Bluffs, as 
they were called when I first settled there.

Monday 13:  We arose early and had an early breakfast 
which I consider one of  the best improvements in tavern 
keeping of  the present age which I find about Memphis. We 
went to Cayes Livery Stable. At $1.25 per day paid by Mr. 
Humphreys each got a horse to carry us out to the old place 
and rode out to dinner. But how great was my disappoint-
ment when I found not Margaret as I expected. She still is in 
Penola. We spent the evening pleasantly as circumstances 
would allow. I sent a letter by mail from Memphis to Clara. 
My health and spirits have improved all the time but yet a lit-
tle delicate.

Tuesday 14: We went to work for the purpose of  dividing 
the estate which was the object of  our meeting. Richard and 
Edwin not yet arrived.

Wednesday 15:  Waiting for the others to come. We can do 
but little. I have a fine appetite which I am indulging.

Thursday 16:  Edwin arrived with Margaret today.  She 
has spent most of  her time with his family. We proceeded 
with the business slowly but harmoniously.

Friday 17:  Had a valuation of  the negroes made by Yerby 
Ropel and James Ragland but agreed at length to divide by 
an agreed valuation of  our own, at a much lower estimate 
than theirs. We put 7 tickets with as equal allotments as we 

28

http://stellar-one.com/mississippi_river/0044_napoleon_arkansas.htm
http://stellar-one.com/mississippi_river/0044_napoleon_arkansas.htm
http://stellar-one.com/mississippi_river/0044_napoleon_arkansas.htm
http://stellar-one.com/mississippi_river/0044_napoleon_arkansas.htm


could, having regard to families, making the lesser lots up by 
the difference in money to be paid by those drawing the 
larger, into a hat and Margaret drew them out as the num-
bers were called, I drew old Edmund and a boy Thomas. 
The equal value of  each lot was dollars and had $171 in 
money. 

Saturday 18: The division of  the negroes entered on the 
books and arranged (19 in numbers) the four oldest family ser-
vants were not valued but permitted to go among the Heirs 
wherever they might choose.

Sunday 19: I sold Edmund at valuation $150 to Edwin for 
Richard. We passed the day quietly reading, writing, etc., 
each according to his own fancy.

Monday 20:  Proceeded with the business. Agreed to have 
no public sale, and to sell most of  the articles at private sale 
among ourselves, each one bidding for what he wanted.

Tuesday 21: Richard arrived and we are closing up papers 
etc. All by consent each one being of  age. I am allowed and 
to receive $606.70 principal and interest on an error in the 
farming division when I was not present.

Wednesday 22:  We sold the plantation at $12.50 per acre 
to Jos Maples, one third cash, balance at 1 and 2 years, with 
legal interest. I would greatly have preferred holding on to it, 
believing that it would have brought more, but most of  them 
were in favor of  selling. Also sold two hundred barrels of  
corn on the place at $1.00 per barrel and the fodder to Ma-
ples.

Thursday 23:  We are packing up our articles and closing 
papers. Albert went to Holly Springs and obtained a deed to 
the land, which had been before neglected.

Friday 24:  A very wet night and morning. We had pre-
pared to leave but can not get to Memphis on account of  the 
state of  the road, having accomplished as far as practicable 
what we can do at this time. I paid off  Edwin Coleman all I 
owed him as follows: principal and interest of  old note and 
some cash since loaned $306.57, new note pl. & int. $102.81. 
Margaret's acct. in Penola $8.55 money advanced 10 in all - 
$427.93. Also paid Mr. Humphreys $16.50 expense ad-
vanced for me coming out here.

Saturday 25:  Christmas has again made its annual round 
and myself  and Richard Coleman, having nothing else to do 
went to Josh Maples and dined agreeably - to invitation and 
drank two or three glasses of  his good brandy, in social neigh-
borly style. This is the second glass of  spirits I have drank 
since I left home, or a week before. We returned in the eve-
ning.

Sunday 26: We all remained at the old place today, to start 
tomorrow. The country is in such a loblolly from the contin-
ued rains and freshets here think we will have difficulty in get-
ting to Memphis.

Monday 27:  Fixed up and started, myself  and Margaret in 
the baruch with the large old mule Trump and the others as 
they could. With much difficulty we got to John Morgans at 
the end of  the planking on the Hernando Road. On our set-
tlements I paid Albert 48.34 balance due on former division 
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on the girl Martha she having been valued at 700. and bal-
ance due me only $650. I also settled up and entered such 
other balances as were between the estate and me.  We re-
mained all the afternoon which was exceedingly rainy and 
night at Mr. Morgans. It cleared and froze very hard during 
the night.

Tuesday 28:  Went on to Memphis. Toddy 10¢ cheese and 
apples 10¢. No bill at Morgans. Put up at the Gayoso having 
first left Margaret at our old friend Dr. Frazier’s and my 
horse at the livery stable, my boy Thomas being at the 
Wharf  boat where the other negroes were. Busy in fixing for 
my trip home.

Wednesday 29:  As usual - looking at goods and making 
some purchases of  some articles which I am going to take out 
with me- also settling some business matters, paid 62 ½¢ for 
a snack and oysters.

Thursday 30:  In like manner 75¢ for dinner of  oysters and 
wine at Restaurant. Supped and lodged at Dr. Frazier's also 
breakfast. I should have mentioned above that I bought a 
horse at the sale of  the estate at $40, and it was concluded 
the mule Trump would suit me better. I left the horse with Al-
bert to be sold and took the mule at $26 which Albert had 
given for her at the sale.

Friday 31:  A severely wet day. I was stirring all day in the 
city. Day very disagreeable. Got aboard the S B Seathers for 
passage to the mouth of  the Arkansas, made some purchases 
of  goods, clothing, etc. for myself  and family. I closed my ac-
count made this fall with J. D. William by note after paying 

on it $10 say note for $46. Had new curtains etc. put to my 
barueh for which I paid Bruce the workman $20.37 1/2. I 
should have mentioned above that our friend Richard Cole-
man gave Margaret $5.00 to purchase some keepsakes for the 
children, etc, Albert $21.00 for the same purpose, and Edwin 
gave Margaret a fine silk dress. I, in return made the latter a 
present of  our Glass shades, all parting in harmony and kind 
feelings.
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Chapter 2

In 1853, John Brown chronicles a trip to New Orleans to 

sell his cotton, work out his banking relationships and 

purchase supplies. St. Louis Cathedral is situated on land 

that has been the site of  a Catholic church since 1718. 

The present structure was completely rebuilt in 1850, 

with little being left of  the third church built in 1789.  

Although John Brown alludes to having visited New 

Orleans in the past, this trip might have marked the first 

time he saw the new cathedral.
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Saturday 1:  A cold morning and hard freeze introduces the 
New Year. The old year is gone to return no more. It has been 
to me rather eventful. I have paid off  a good deal of  debt and 
am nearer even with the world than for many years past. Still I 
have had and still have increasing responsibilities on account of  
the growth and education of  my family. My dissatisfaction with 
Arkansas has increased. I feel that I am settled and my means in-
vested and lying comparatively dead in the most hopeless por-
tion of  the U. S. and destined long to be so on account of  the 
selfish and unscrupulous conduct of  our public servants in 
power and the want of  everything like public spirit in the ac-
tions of  the people, I mean the mass of  the population. Without 
commercial facilities, without capital, without enterprize noth-
ing is too enormous for them to swallow, if  it is only called De-
mocracy, the prosperity of  the country is nothing compared 
with the maintenance of  the party. And they consist of  a few in-
terested leaders and a mass of  dupes among the majority of  the 
people, who submit to taxes and all inconveniences sooner than 
offend or hold to accountability those who are every day ruining 
them intensely by the maladministration of  state affairs.

LEAVING MEMPHIS

❖ “sailed from the fair City of  Memphis on high waters 
and a good substantial boat....William and myself  
are hunting wild hogs in the bottom....Went to town 
bought $7.50 of  bears meat...One and another of  us 
have been laid up with this sort of  cold almost all the 
time. I took pepper tea freely and a little soda 
beneficially....I cannot send Hugh this session which I 
regret. I cannot spare him an additional horse to ride.”
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I went out pretty early to Dr. Frazier's where Margaret was. 
Got the Baruch and mule from the livery stable, Cockerels. 
Pd. bill $4.50 took our leave of  the Dr. and family whose 
kindness I take pleasure in remembering. Took a little round 
of  shopping and went to the S. Boat Leathers and procured 
rooms. I was taken with a chill soon after we got aboard and 
did not go ashore during the day. Indeed I was quite sick. Sev-
eral of  our friends called to see us.  We got our baggage, 
boxes, etc, Mule and buggy on and at night sailed from the 
fair City of  Memphis on high waters and a good substantial 
boat. I rec’d my money which I had deposited at Memphis 
with R. A. Parker.

Sunday 2:  I awoke in the morning far advanced down the 
river. Indeed we landed at Napoleon 8 o’clock next day and 
landed at Robands Wharf  Boat a cold and windy morning 
and I was suffering with fever which had not entirely abated. 
I lay all that cold day, shivering at a little stove in the cabin 
and suffered a great deal. I was however, much relieved by 
the company and kind attention of  Margaret, took some light 
medicine and felt better in the evening. Passage on the Leath-
ers for self, Marg., Thomas, the mule and buggy $20. 1 re-
joice however that I am getting back towards my little flock at 
home. Paid bill at Wharf  boat $3.50 and left on the S. B. Um-
pire about sunset.

Monday 3: We sailed with some comfort all night and I find 
myself  better this morning, tho still laboring under effects of  
a most distressing cold and much debilitated. This is one of  
the coldest days of  the season as well as yesterday. Our fare is 

good and,we are doing very well for the Arkansas River. I 
kept in the ladies cabin entirely. Indeed I was too feeble and 
chilly to go into the air.

Tuesday 4:  Still sailing on up the river. About 1 o’clock we 
landed at Pine Bluffs. After paying passage and freight $6.00 
each and $10 for buggy and mule and $3.00 for Thomas, in 
all $25.00. A cold night and clear, we got up to Whites Tav-
ern. Here I must confess my thankfulness that I had ended 
the perils of  the water, all without accident on the trip, and 
altho I am weak and my health delicate I feel that with care I 
can work our way home safely.

Wednesday 5:  I feel rather feverish this morning but con-
cluded to set out tomorrow morning. I walked out some to 
try my strength and the cool air.

Thursday 6:  We paid bill $4.25 and set out leaving trunks 
& box and all we could at Mr. Whites to lighten the Baruch 
as much as possible,We travelled out to Henry's, near 20 
miles the first day. The drive fatigued me very much but I ate 
a hearty supper of  the substantials and chatting a while at a 
good cheerful country fireside with a good nights sleep felt 
greatly improved.

Friday 7:  Started early and took the upper road by Jenkins 
ferry on account of  the high water and drove to McElroys 
near the edge of  Saline bottom. After paying bill $1.75. To 
my great relief  we were met by William this evening which 
relieves me of  the labor of  driving. The road is barely pass-
able to a vehicle.
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Saturday 8:  Paid bill $2.00 and crossed the Saline, ferriage 
$1.30. I then rode on and William drove. I paid Patillo $15 
balance on my note to them and to Hunter & Nielson, say 
$19 and rode home in haste to see those whom I knew to be 
looking with sincere eagerness for my arrival. All were well 
and this was one of  my happy days. All joy and troubles for-
gotten. My trip over, altho my health is bad, still I am home 
and improving. Before dark William and Margaret got home, 
another affectionate scene among all. Margaret has been ab-
sent since the 23d August and her return anxiously looked for 
by all produced quite a family sensation, such are some of  
the pleasures of  a harmonious family. The night passed off  in 
uninterrupted pleasure among all.

Sunday 9:  I remained at home resting and detailing the in-
cidents of  my trip and learning the little accidents and adven-
tures at home, during my absence and rejoicing that my trav-
els are over for a while.

Monday 10:  I began to look around to see how my business 
had worked in my absence. The negroes as I expected had 
not done much but all are well and we must try to be the 
more energetic hereafter. We have meat enough for the 
month killed from our own hogs and will probably get 
enough for two or three months more. I went to town, paid 
Powel all I owed him, paid Williams $10, placed $100 in the 
hands of  M. Bethel to be applied to the purchase of  notes if  
I should not need it afterwards. Paid Mr. J. Fifty Dollars to-
wards my dues for tuition and board and some other little 
things. I should have remarked I paid Ro Martin $140 all I 

owed him. I was weak and stimulated a little too high but 
came home in good time. I will here remark that during my 
absence I did not indulge and seldom tasted spirits, occasion-
ally a glass of  wine. Pd. Carr all I owed him.

Tuesday 11:  At home. Mr. Humphreys is with us, he hav-
ing come around by N. Orleans and Camden. He went down 
to the Washitta where his family is.

Wednesday: 12:  At home attending to the farm. We are 
not done ginning yet and have only sent off  to Camden 15 
bales of  cotton. The roads are almost impassable.

Thursday 13:  Went to town. Left $100 Tennessee Bill in 
hands of  Richmond to get exchange. Paid off  some small 
matters, spent 50¢ and returned home. I paid when I was in 
town before this week fifty dollars to Mr. Joyner on my note 
to him for tuition and board. I returned home at night and 
found Mr. Humphreys and family returned.

Friday 14: At home attending to the farm. Steven is pretend-
ing to grub. The women are about finishing cotton picking, 
for I stopped the men 1st of  Dec. I have re’cd by the weights 
which Mr. Alsobrook made___lbs seed cotton for which I al-
low him $2.00 per hundred, deducting two dollars for halling. 
I have also re’cd of  Mr. S the seed cotton for which I allow 
him $l.87 1/2, and hall it ourselves. Thom is going with load 
to Camden.

Saturday 15: Mr. H. and family have left us on their way 
home. The visit was a pleasant one and we feel alone after 
the crowd leaving us. The children closed their session on Fri-
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day and William and myself  are hunting wild hogs in the bot-
tom. I have a good deal of  pork running wild but it is difficult 
to get, but the price of  green pork 6 1/4 to 6 ½¢ makes us in-
dustrious. We occasionally get a hog.

Sunday 16:  At home reading and instructing the children.

Monday 17:  Went to town bought $7.50 of  bears meat, 
which cost about 8 or 9¢. Spent $1.00 and stayed all night at 
Richmonds store, my horse having left me and the day being 
wet.

Tuesday 18: At home attending to business. Thom got 
home from Camden and brought the articles I had ordered 
from New Orleans, 1 bbl flour, key of  lard, 1 box candles, 1 
bbl sugar. He had to leave two bales of  cotton at Frees. My 
health is still not good. I cannot get clear of  the cold which 
has so long afflicted me.

Wednesday 19:  At home, occasionally hog hunting. All 
hands at the new ground except the ginners.

Thursday 20: In like manner. I agreed to give Smirl 1/3 of  
my wild hogs if  he could get them.

Friday 21:  A wet disagreeable day.

Saturday 22: Damp and cloudy. The creeks flushed and the 
roads softer than ever.

Sunday 23:  At home sick again. I had chilly sensations with 
the cold and am in bed. I had considerable fever. One and an-
other of  us have been laid up with this sort of  cold almost all 
the time. I took pepper tea freely and a little soda beneficially.

Monday 24:  I am still sick but improving. I sent Samuel 
$30 by Hugh in part payment for his cotton.

Tuesday 25:  I am improving but have a disagreeable cough 
and occasionally chillings. The weather has become mild and 
clear which aids me very much. All hands at the new ground, 
I owe this spell very much to standing out in the new ground 
all day when the hands were rolling logs and getting my feet 
cold, not being in good health at the time. I have been easily 
laid up with cold ever since the salivation which I underwent 
before I went to Mississippi. When last in town I drew $30 
from Mr. Bethel which I had placed in his hands.

Wednesday 26: I have got out again to attend to business, 
William and Thom made an unlucky trip. Could not find my 
beeves in Saline and another waggon brought the articles 
from Pine Bluffs, and Thom brought them out from Prince-
ton after a severe trip of  near a week with the waggon and 
team. Bad weather and bad roads. Wm. had a hard time of  it 
too, hunting for the cattle and the trip cost some $3.50.

Thursday 27:  At home as usual. Commenced cutting logs 
on upland & cleaning off  ground.

Friday 28:  Attending to the hands and taking care of  my 
own health which is improving.

Saturday 29:  In like manner. We are getting some meat 
from the woods, I give Mr. Smirl one third of  all he can kill 
of  my wild hogs. I have Steven grubbing but he does but little 
at it. My present clearing is the first which I have grubbed in 
this place.
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Sunday 30:  At home - spent the day busily and happily 
reading and teaching the children.

Monday 31:  Busy on the plantation. William and Ann H. 
commenced to school again, this being the beginning of  the 
new session. I cannot send Hugh this session which I regret. I 
cannot spare him an additional horse to ride. I am teaching 
him his Latin at home. I am also teaching Susan and Henry 
who are progressing well in their studies. I have to assist Wil-
liam also a great deal.  He is not sufficiently examined at the 
school for one of  his head long thoughtless disposition. 
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Tuesday 1:  The weather is good and we are preparing for a 
crop. Pd. Miss Ballard $1.00 for sewing William's coat.

Wednesday 2:  I have some time since received my 25 bales 
cotton from Martin and now wish to hall it to the river at Tates 
landing but Thom is complaining. I gave $9.00 per hundred pay-
able 1st Jan’y next for it and the bales to weigh an average of  
465 lbs. allowing 5 lbs to be taken off  each for loss etc. I rec’d 
one weighing 56 lbs more than the average. The cotton is badly 
handled and the bales wretchedly covered.

Thursday 3:  As usual at home. Went to Martins and loaded 
the waggon with 5 bales and started about 1 ½ miles bringing 
the team home. Light rain today.

Friday 4:  We rolled logs today. Cold drisling day but did not 
wet much.

Saturday 5: A very severe freezing, sleeting day with the 
ground covered with snow which fell last night. The first snow 
of  the season. Had the men making collars and the women spin-
ning. 

HIGHLIGHTS

❖ “A very severe freezing, sleeting day with the ground 
covered with snow which fell last night. The first snow 
of  the season....My books, papers and the education of  
my children are my most interesting objects now, 
situated as I am here, until I can sell out and get into 
another community where I have not had so much to 
contend with, I shall expect to take a new start in 
life... I am again laboring under a rather light attack 
of  the kind of  cold which has afflicted me so much 
this winter. I kept within doors yesterday and today.”
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Sunday 6:  A cold clear day. At home teaching, etc. which I 
am making a part and a very essential part of  my employ-
ment now. Thom had to leave his load at Mrs. Owens on Sat-
urday about 6 miles and return home.

Monday 7:  Men repairing the palings of  the garden and 
women spinning.

Tuesday 8:  Another very cold day. Snow still on the 
ground.  I was not out much.

Wednesday 9:  Went to town and attended to some busi-
ness.  Got Col. Dowdy to stay a judgment before McCullock, 
Justice, for some $80 favor of  Jeter. Paid thru M. Bethal 
$10.50 for plough and points got heretofore. Spent 15 cents 
and came home at bedtime. 

Thursday 10: At home busy on the plantation. Clear good 
winter weather.

Friday 11:  In like manner, except that I rode over to see 
Esq. Harris to get him to sign a bond for delivery of  negro 
Steven whom I had given a levy on, on an execution favor of  
State of  Arkansas for the lands on which I live for $840. I 
also wrote to New Orleans to Cherry, Henderson & Co. 
about my cotton draft, etc. Mr. Smirl killed 4 hogs of  mine 
from the woods one day this week.

Saturday 12:  I am at home. We have got to regular work 
again. Started the waggons again to Camden with 5 bales cot-
ton. I rec’d returns of  sales from N. O. two loads sold on 27th 
Dec. the other in Jan’y one at 8 1/8 the other 8 3/8. This is 

rather a bad start. We have one double plough running in the 
new ground.

Sunday 13: Another pleasant day. But there is yet snow on 
the North side of  the roofs of  the houses and this is the 9th 
day since it fell, I am at home instructing the children. Clara, 
Wm. & Margt. went to town to preaching. I do not feel much 
like going into company until I can get to some other circle 
of  society. My books, papers and the education of  my chil-
dren are my most interesting objects now, situated as I am 
here, until I can sell out and get into another community 
where I have not had so much to contend with, I shall expect 
to take a new start in life. I drew an order on Cherry, Hender-
son & Co. favor of  F. M. & P. Trapnell for ___Judgment for 
$480, the 12th inst. due at 60 days to be sent to Trapnell next 
mail. (editor’s note: this is probably Frederic and Martha Trapnall)

Monday 14:  Busy in like manner on plantation. Preparing 
for another crop.

Tuesday 15:  In like manner. Another rain and high water. 
Hands jobbing.

Wednesday 16: In like manner. We are repairing the gar-
den palings. One plough in the new ground.

Thursday 17:  At regular work again.

Friday 18:  In like manner, planted Irish potatoes.

Saturday 19:  Another cold drisling day. Some snow drift in 
the morning. Waggon returned.
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Sunday 20:  I am again laboring under a rather light attack 
of  the kind of  cold which has afflicted me so much this win-
ter. I kept within doors yesterday and today.

Monday 21:  I am closely engaged on the farm. I sent to 
Camden for 2 sacks salt one for Alsobrook and the other for 
Smirl. Alsobrook’s got his and halling $1.50 charged to him.

Tuesday 22:  As usual we have patched up the screws so 
that we can make some bales by putting a band around the 
part where it was cracked by the negroes putting oxen to it in 
my absence. Gin starts again.

Wednesday 23:  As usual on the farm. Good weather for 
work tho no warm days yet.

Thursday 24:  Rain. Made bales of  the balance of  my cot-
ton which closes my crop. Had a settlement with Alsobrook. 
Paid him for his own cotton his own note $70 and otherwise 
all but $14.20.

Friday 25:  Snow and rugged weather. I cannot find the 
land in condition to sow oats. Bought 9 bushels of  seed from 
Sam’l Smith at 50¢ not paid for.

Saturday 26:  Weather more mild. At the new ground and 
women pulling up cotton stalks.

Sunday 27:  At home. Spent the day happily in the family 
circle.

Monday 28:  Commenced sowing oats 4 ploughs - good 
weather but cold.
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Tuesday 1:  Finished sowing oats and commenced planting 
corn - ground cold but hope it will soon be warmer. Work going 
on tolerably well.

Wednesday 2:  Still at the corn. Women pulling stalks at the 
valley. Willis cutting.	

Thursday 3:  In like manner. I am almost a cripple from a 
boil.  

Friday 4:  Went to town with Clara, and acknowledged deeds, 
one to A. Lea one to Kimbrough, one to Bullock, one to Also-
brook and Trust favor of  Martin all which were left, with the 
Clerk for record. Paid Compton ___$36.50 balance of  Barnums 
Judgment and withdrew	balance of  my money in W. Bethel’s 
hands. Returned in the evening. Finished planting corn. Fin-
ished 22 acres of  corn.	

Saturday 5:  At home. A fine day. Holiday in the afternoon. 
The horse Balam died last night, more trouble now about team, 
etc.	

Sunday 6: At home happy in my usual Sunday occupation.

COTTON

❖ “At home busy on the farm. We have finished ginning 
and baling our crop on last Saturday. Made 31 bales 
and bought 7 at the gin besides the 25 from 
Martin...Bought 4 ½  bushels sweet potatoes from my 
old neighbor Holmes at 33¢ per bushel....Commenced 
bedding up for cotton....My exertion everyday fatiguing 
me very much, but my health and appetite are good 
and I sleep off  my fatigues every night.”
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Monday 7:  I went to town the Circuit Court being in ses-
sion. My usual luck of  my mule breaking away attended me. 
I remained for the night. Stayed at Jas. Gray’s. Settled several 
matters, with Flannagan for taxes advanced in Clark County 
and costs, etc. say $32 by draft on Cherry, Henderson & Co. 
With Mr. Button my note to Morris Smith and int. say $22. 
Draft on same. With E. M. Harris $50 of  what I owed him 
by Draft on McCollum & Fellows. With William Daniel cash 
say about $23.50 in Richmonds hands. Coleman note being 
balance on my subscription to Baptist Church $9.00 or 
$10.00 as will appear by note and accounts filed. Arranged 
with old Mr. Turner thro E. M. Harris that I should have un-
til next winter to pay balance of  $100 note to him by giving 
him dft. on C. H. & Co. for $30. Paid Compton $36.25 bal-
ance of  Judgment vs. me. Paid note to Boon of  say 9 or 10 
dollars including int. Also note and int. to Pickett for building 
gin, etc. by cash in Richmonds hands say $38. Spent 50 
cents.

Tuesday 8:  A wet morning. Amused myself  for the day and 
spent fifty cents and returned home in the evening. I am get-
ting clear of  some little business I had in Court.

Wednesday 9:  At home attending to the farm, and feel 
nothing the better of  yesterday’s amusement.

Thursday 10:  In like manner. Season very backward and 
land generally too wet to plough well.

Friday 11:  Went to town - Court still sitting. Gave Rich-
mond a dft. due 15th April for $203 which covers my store 
account, and a note I took up for Smirl in part payment his 

cotton and some other little balances. Spent 25¢ and re-
turned home in the evening. I omitted to mention in its 
proper place that I paid Robert Thrasher for the estate a few 
days ago $6 on a little note given to his father which leaves a 
very small balance there having been $5 paid on it in his life-
time which had been omitted to be entered on it. I also paid 
Alanson Lea $1.00 which I owed him for one bushel of  peas.

Saturday 12: At home - busy as usual. Season cold and 
backward. Finished ginning and baling.

Sunday 13:  A cold wet day. At home as usual.

Monday 14:  Went to town. Compromised with Taylor the 
interest which I hold in the Scoggins tract. I owed Taylor 
some $95. which I was sued for, and to get little if  at all, 
would have to pay almost as much more besides the delay of  
a Chancery suit. To get clear of  all I sold out to Taylor at a 
loss of  $34.25 for which I gave him a draft on C. H. & Co.  I 
have yet to pay the costs of  the suit to the Constable Bethel 
and returned home.  I am getting out of  my indebtedness rap-
idly but still the claimants are so urgent, mainly from need, 
that it almost distracts me. The country is so poor in the way 
of  money that to be in debt even with large means is distress-
ing to my sensibilities and leads to unpleasant feelings.  

Tuesday 15:  At home busy on the farm. We have finished 
ginning and baling our crop on last Saturday. Made 31 bales 
and bought 7 at the gin besides the 25 from Martin.

Wednesday 16:  At home as usual. My health is now good 
except some pain from boils and I am endeavoring to have 
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work done. The waggon returned this evening from carrying 
five bales of  cotton from Martins to Doghill on the way to 
the Oachitta for shipment. Had to go around some 6 miles of  
bad road to get them there. I never was so hemmed up about 
getting my cotton off.

Thursday 17: Sent off  another load of  5 bales of  cotton, 
forenoon raining, evening pleasant.

Friday 18: A pleasant day. Land too wet to plough in old 
ground. One double plough in the new ground. Other hands 
clearing up and preparing except the two which I have to 
send with the waggon. Bought 4 ½  bushels sweet potatoes 
from my old neighbor Holmes at 33¢ per bushel.

Saturday 19:  Bedded my sweet potatoes. Went to Dr. Ruf-
fins, wet evening, and spent the night. Called at several places 
on the way down on business.

Sunday 20:  Spent the day at Dr. Ruffins on account of  the 
rain, which has been incessant and heavy during most of  the 
night and a great deal of  the day. Passed the time pleasantly 
in chatting and occasional reference to newspapers and 
books. A freshet is on us and I am water bound.

Monday 21:  Rain again today. Almost constant. In the af-
ternoon we walked out and looked around the farm. The Dr. 
is getting well situated.

Tuesday 22:  I set out on my way home, but the creeks were 
so flooded that I could not get home. I went to Gray’s store 
hoping to be able to buy a work horse which I am in great 
need of, but so scarce and at such prices that I made no pur-

chase. Any common tackey of  a horse or mule is held at 
$100. I spent the night with Nat Jones. Trying to sell him 
some land.

Wednesday 23:  Started home early a fine pleasant morn-
ing and by riding to the upper ford on Cypress about 10 
miles out of  my way I reached home.

Thursday 24:  I was engaged as usual about the farm, but 
the ground is so saturated with water that but little can be 
done.

Friday 25:  Commenced bedding up for cotton. Balance of  
hands at new ground as they have been since the wet 
weather.

Saturday 26:  Going on as usual. Much at a loss for another 
horse, I had the advantage today of  the horse which the chil-
dren ride to school and of  William at his plough. The 
weather is slightly warmer but ground cold yet.

Sunday 27:  Went to preaching at the Baptist Church at 
Princeton with my family, a pleasant day. Dined with Mrs. 
Wilcox and called on Mr. J’s family. 

Monday 28:  Quite a frost last night. I bought a horse today 
from a man named Sims for which I gave him $65 in an or-
der on Cherry, Henderson & Co. N. O. payable at two 
months. He is old but my need is urgent and I risked the cir-
cumstances.

Tuesday 29: Closely and laboriously employed on the farm. 
My early planting of  corn now near one month in the 
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ground is just beginning to come up and I fear a bad stand, 
so cold and wet has the month of  March been.	

Wednesday 30:  In like manner. Weather more warm and 
vegetation beginning to	 spring.

Thursday 31:  In like manner. My exertion everyday fatigu-
ing me very much, but my health and appetite are good and I 
sleep off  my fatigues every night. Thom made another load 
of  cotton to Doghill on Monday and Tuesday, and this morn-
ing went with the last load of  the cotton at Martin's.
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Friday 1:  We are about finishing the 35 acres of  upland, 
disked up merely for cotton. This about the first warm day such 
as will do for spring we have had. 

Saturday 2: Went to Princeton and returned in the evening. 
Holiday this afternoon. Planted 5 acres corn.  

Sunday 3:  At home with the family, a pleasant day.

Monday 4:  As usual on the farm.  Started my last load of  cot-
ton from Martin's to the river. This deprives us of  two mules 
and is against our progress in ploughing.

Tuesday 5:  Two ploughs in the middle of  the corn, one listing 
up cotton land in bottom, balance at new ground.

Wednesday 6:  Commenced ploughing again with double 
team in new ground. All hands in the cleaning except Hughs 
plows. Weather fine for work. The first good spell this Spring.

Thursday 7:  Commenced replanting com. The stand is very 
deficient but I have not been too sparse to plant it over.  Have to 
send two more mules to Thom to get the cotton to the river 
from Doghill where it was deposited. 

NOLA

❖ “I learned that my cotton had gone from the landing 
on a keelboat 28 bales, being the 25 1 bought of  
Martin and 3 of  my own bales and left for New 
Orleans in the afternoon....I spent the day in Camden, 
looking at the town and making some new 
acquaintances....Much amused at the scenery, 
plantation improvements etc. What is called the coast 
is a delightful region on the Mississippi. We landed 
about an hour after dark at the City.”
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Friday 8:  I went to Princeton to hear the performance of  
the children in their compositions. I have had chills again, 
just missed one today, so also with the children.

Saturday 9:  Rain today, our work almost stopped. Planted 
Irish potatoes in bottom.

Sunday 10:  A rainy morning. I am very anxious about my 
cotton at the Washitta. Learn by Dr. Martin that my waggon 
is nearly done hauling in to the river from the Hill where it 
was deposited. Have not got a boat yet. Will have to get a 
keel as no more steam boats will be likely to come to that 
landing this season. Spent the day at home with the family. 
All missed their chills yesterday and today.

Monday 11:  At home busy on the farm. Started some more 
plows.

Tuesday 12:  I learned that my cotton had gone from the 
landing on a keelboat 28 bales, being the 25 1 bought of  Mar-
tin and 3 of  my own bales and left for New Orleans in the af-
ternoon.  Intending to go on the same steamer from Camden 
with the cotton, rode to Willmot’s having made hasty prepara-
tions for leaving on such a journey. I am entrusting the farm-
ing operations to William in my absence. He and Ann H. 
have to stop from school.

Wednesday 13:  Paid bill $1.00 and went on to Camden to 
a late dinner, found that my cotton had gone the evening be-
fore on the S. B. New World and I had to wait for the next 
boat. Put up at Sutherlands. This delay suited me badly but I 
had to make the best I could of  it. I settled with McCollum & 

Fellows, rec’d a balance due me of  $21 after paying up last 
years account and the orders I had given on them. This 
placed me in funds for the trip.

Thursday 14:  I spent the day in Camden, looking at the 
town and making some new acquaintances.

Friday 15:  In like manner. Nothing of  particular interest oc-
curred. I occasionally fell into the Court room which was in 
session and witnessed the closing scenes of  the Term. I pur-
chased of  Hilland Co. 4 Lexington County ploughs, each to 
have 4 extra points for $25 payable next Christmas. I got the 
ploughs with the points on them and am to receive 16 points 
4 to each as soon as they come on from the factory.

Saturday 16:  In like manner. This day we expected the S. 
B. Cora but were disappointed. She arrived at night. So my 
anxiety is somewhat mitigated.

Sunday 17:  Paid my bill at Sutherlands (in Camden) $5.75 
for self  and horse one night, having sent the latter up by Mr. 
Mims the next day after I reached Camden, and went aboard 
of  the Cora. She was unloading and loading all day.

Monday 18:  We got under way on our trip to New Orleans 
but made little progress this day.

Tuesday 19:  Sailing down the river pleasantly and cheer-
fully. We have several acquaintances and neighbors on board. 
Dr. Smith, John Harris and others and the trip bids fair to be 
a pleasant one. The Captain, Rutling, is careful and clever, 
and our fare is pretty good. I had a slight chill on yesterday 
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and suffered a good deal.  Am quite wasted by it but today I 
have missed it and feel much better.

Wednesday 20:  Sailed on as usual. My health improving.

Thursday 21:  In like manner. Much amused at the scenery, 
plantation improvements etc. What is called the coast is a de-
lightful region on the Mississippi. We landed about an hour 
after dark at the City. Paid passage $8.00 and remained for 
the night on the boat. Weather dry and fine. The streets in 
good order, etc. 

Friday 22:  Got up early. Went out and took a view of  the 
City. Went to our boarding house to breakfast- Oviatts on Ca-

nal Street, convenient to our business. After breakfast went 
out and saw my merchants, Cherry-Henderson & Co. Saw 
the state of  my accounts and business, found all right and 
walked to various points in the City to ascertain where I 
should deal, learn prices, see what changes had taken place 
since I used to visit the City, etc.

Saturday 23:  In like manner. I enjoyed the fish, lettuce and 
oysters exceedingly I made some purchases of  some small ar-
ticles for family use, my health is greatly improved and I am 
in fine spirits, cheerful and full of  hope. Was introduced by 
my friend Henderson to some wholesale houses in view of  
purchasing. 

Sunday 24:  Spent the day first in going to the Market 
Place, where I was furnished with themes for observation and 
comment, in the variegated concourse of  people and condi-
tions and quite surprised to find all the summer vegetables in 
abundance and fine perfection. Next a long walk up the City. 
Then to the Arcade for lunch. Thence to my room for a 
lounge and reading the papers until dinner at three. Thence 
to the Cathedral, witnessing some of  the singular ceremonies 
peculiar to that mode of  worship, and taking a view of  the 
towering edifice and gorgeous trappings by which it is deco-
rated. Thence after a stroll on one or two streets to my board-
ing house for the evening.
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Monday 25:  Arose early, went to Market and bought or-
anges, etc. to take with me to my family. After breakfast set 
out busily to make my purchases for family use. Bought my 
groceries, meat, etc. from or through Henderson, my dry 
goods mainly from Palmer. Of  the former my bills were some 
two hundred dollars and the latter about $120.00. Gave Pal-
mer an order on Cherry, Henderson & Co. Also Willis House 
a small order for $14 at 12 months. My grocery bill advanced 
by C. H. & Co. Also my bagging and rope. I also obtained a 
letter of  credit or authority to draw on them for $800 on the 
faith of  the next crop. Walked till I was fatigued in attending 

to my little purchases and business matters and retired at 
night to rest happily.

Tuesday 26:  Busy again. Got my bills, had my articles 
packed up and sent to the boat and everything ready for leav-
ing. Paid my bill to Oviatt $1.50 per day - $6.50 - drew sev-
enty five dollars from C. H. & Co. and went on board with 
my neighbors and several other acquaintances, well pleased 
with my visit to the City and leaving my business matters in 
as favorable a fix as I could have hoped for.  28 bales of  cot-
ton not sold but hope it will do better as cotton is still slightly 
advancing. Late in the evening we set sail on the Cora for 
home in fine spirits and bade farewell to the Crescent City 
with all its splendor and rich viands.

Wednesday 27:  Progressing on our way up the river, not 
very fast but comfortably and safely, no racing against time or 
other boats, no reckless indifference to the safety of  boat and 
passengers. Everything vigilantly attended to. We have a 
pleasant trip.

Thursday 28:  In like manner. Stopping however at various 
landings to putout freight.

Friday 29: In like manner. Fare good and I enjoy the time 
as it passes, especially as every revolution of  the wheels is 
bringing me so much nearer my home and loved ones. My 
heart exults in the anticipation of  a happy return home after 
a successful expedition, and ample supplies for the necessary 
wants of  the season.
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Saturday 30:  In like manner. Still in good health and spir-
its. Paid Passage $8.00 and bill of  freight $18.50. Weather 
still fine and the freshness of  Spring breezes fanning us. We 
did not get to Camden tonight as we expected but are getting 
along towards it.
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Sunday 1:  Landed this morning at Camden. I remained on 
board until I got my freight landed at Lone Pine. A wet evening. 
I remained on the boat by invitation all night. Quite a storm 
and rain in torrents. I slept soundly along side of  the Bluff  tow-
ering over our vessel while the lightning flashed over our heads 
and actually shattered some of  the pillars of  a house on the emi-
nence above and not far distant from us. I found Thom at the 
landing with the waggon to take a load home.

Monday 2:  I arose early and went to Popes (the Ouachitta 
house) and had my breakfast, a very wet day again. After dinner 
paid bill 80 cents and taking out a mule from the Team rode out 
to Andrews 5 miles in company with Mr. Butler of  Tulip. I per-
mitted Thom to fill wheel for Hardaway, and gave him for his 
load 1 bl. pork 1 D. flour, 1 roll bagging, 3 ploughs, 1 sack coffee 
1 bl. molasses, 2 boxes goods, 2 boxes fruit.

Tuesday 3: A damp cloudy day. Slight rain. I remained at Mr. 
Andrews. The creeks ahead being too high to get over without 
exposure. I also wished to see the waggon out of  the bottom. It 
came out this far today and camped with several others all water 

SPRING

❖ “So I have accomplished my trip without misfortune or 
accident have acted prudently and made my business 
arrangements carefully enjoying the rich fare and good 
cheer of  the boat and City very much, but entering into 
no excesses. So I feel thankful to the Source of  all good 
that I am as I am, and not under any worse and more 
depressing circumstances....Spent the day pleasantly at 
home - a fine spring day.  All my family around and 
perhaps it is as comfortable and happy a situation as I 
may ever experience on earth. All affectionate,and 
cheerful, full of  hopes, etc.”
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bound. I left a roll of  India bagging at Mr. Andrews to 
lighten the load when it ceased raining.

Wednesday 4:  Started this morning. Bill $2.00, corn and 
fodder 90¢, 10¢ for tar and gave Thom 75¢ to get corn and 
provender on the way. After I left him Mr. Butler who is still 
complaining got in a carriage and we together came to Mr. 
Thomas, heading the Free and other creeks, all of  which 
were flooded and the water flooded pretty deep on the flats. 

Thursday 5:  Left Mr. Thomas' in the morning and got to 
Princeton a good deal fatigued about three o'clock. I stopped 
and after attending to some business indulged for the first 
time since I left home, in a glass too much and feel much mor-
tified at the fact. I got home at night however, in good spirits 
and cheer and found all well and everything going on as well 
or better than I had expected in my absence. I am rejoiced to 
be in the bosom of  my family again. So I have accomplished 
my trip without misfortune or accident have acted prudently 
and made my business arrangements carefully enjoying the 
rich fare and good cheer of  the boat and City very much, but 
entering into no excesses. So I feel thankful to the Source of  
all good that I am as I am, and not under any worse and 
more depressing circumstances. I handed Mr. Lawrence 
$3.00 which he sent by me to buy some articles which I could 
not obtain in N. Orleans.

Friday 6:  Feel badly in health today but in fine spirits. Did 
not take charge of  the farm again today and spent it mainly 
with the family.

Saturday 7:  I arose early this morning and resumed my 
place on the plantation. The most of  the cotton has been 
planted. They are engaged at working out the corn. It looks 
badly. The woman Tabby lost a child - still born - while I was 
absent. William has succeeded as well as the season and 
team, etc. would well allow, but still we are very much behind 
with the crop. The spring has been so wet and cold that crops 
are necessarily late, and the distressing job of  waggoning off  
the cotton interferred as much with our teams as well as most 
of  the time taking two hands and the scarcity of  cotton. All 
taken together places us in a gloomy aspect for a crop. But 
we will not despair.

Sunday 8:  I remained at home with the family, with wife, 
children and friends, happy and content.

Monday 9:  At home busy in the crop. On yesterday Thom 
brought the waggon home. I had the pleasure of  gratifying 
my family with some oranges, raisins, and such little rarities, 
also exhibiting the different articles of  dress, etc. which I laid 
in below, all which trifling as they seem, form our important 
link in the chain of  family ties.

Tuesday 10:  In like manner. I find my fields so set with 
grass that hoeing out the corn is a serious job especially in 
such a season as this has been and continues to be.

Wednesday 11:  One plow siding the cotton, balance in the 
corn. I have a bad stand of  cotton on some 18 acres and the 
corn all looks badly. I hope the present severe working will im-
prove it.
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Thursday 12:  Finished planting about 6 acres of  new 
ground cotton in the valley. This makes me a crop of  about 
70 acres of  cotton, 35 upland - 35 valley.  I have corn yet to 
plant.  Hands hoeing the gin-lot corn today. That looks badly 
too. I am bringing up the garden myself. We had another 
heavy and continued rain this afternoon. I had some 500 po-
tato slips set out and a quantity of  cabbage plants. The 
ground too wet again for cultivation for sometime.

Friday 13:  All hands with hoes, etc. at the valley chopping 
out the bushes etc. in the new ground cotton. Mr. Smirl got a 
bill of  articles which I bought below and he is charged 
merely cost and carriage for them, also one of  the L. County 
ploughs I got at Camden.

Saturday 14:  Hoes in the cotton tho too wet. It is very tedi-
ous. The grass has the advantage of  the cotton which has not 
rooted yet, and the stand too thin at any rate. Planted about 
1/2 acre of  cotton in the orchard. I am replanting the miss-
ing places in the field myself  behind the hoes. In a good deal 
of  the cut they are in now, one third has to be replanted. It is 
grassy corn land and seed was so scarce was planted too thin 
at first. Mr. Smirl got 91 ½ lbs. coffee at cost, etc.

Sunday 15: Spent the day pleasantly at home - a fine spring 
day.  All my family around and perhaps it is as comfortable 
and happy a situation as I may ever experience on earth. All 
affectionate, and cheerful, full of  hopes, etc.

Monday 16:  In a press with the crops all the time. We are 
vastly behind and the land is so incessantly wet that we work 
to great disadvantage. I arise early and go constantly all day 

except an hour at dinner, to eat and take a nap of  about 20 
or 30 minutes.

Tuesday 17:  In like manner.

Wednesday 18:  Also - The weather is entirely too cold for 
cotton, indeed for anything to grow well.

Thursday 19:  Also - I am confident that the crop here is 
generally from two to three weeks later than usual.  The lice 
are ruining the cotton. They have commenced on it so young 
and tender that it instantly dies out.

Friday 20:  All in a press and the hands are working well.

Saturday 21: Mr. Smirl got 75 lbs. salt which is in part of  
the sack. I am to let him have at cost and carriage. I omitted 
to mention at the proper date that he got 91 ½ lbs. coffee at 
cost and carriage as per statement in my book account. Holi-
day afternoon.

Sunday 22:  A pleasant morning. Went to Princeton to 
Church with the family. The day was warmer than usual this 
season and we have hopes of  summer weather. We dined at 
the Fullers and returned home in the evening after spending 
the day happy.

Monday 23:  Hard at work again. We are nearly over the up-
land the first time.

Tuesday 24:  It rains so often and so hard that I scarcely 
consider it necessary to specify the dates. The ground is 
hardly even in proper order to work.
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Wednesday 25:  In like manner. We are now working the 
Valley cotton. The stand is better there except in the wet 
places.

Thursday 26:  In like manner. I am still replanting cotton 
and at other little jobs.

Friday 27:  Also.  Weather too cool for the season. Indeed 
the month of  May has been cold enough for April, some por-
tion of  it for Feb’y, except the shortness of  the nights pre-
vented frost, or at least it was very light.

Saturday 28:  I bought some corn from Munroe Mann at 
30 cents per bushel and sent for one load of  it this morning. 
It seems I cannot make corn enough to do me when we make 
more - we use more.

Sunday 29:  A tolerably warm and growing day.  I walked 
over and dined with my neighbor, Mr. Martin. Lice still injur-
ing cotton on the upland. Finished plowing the early corn the 
second time and most of  our force at the hoes.  Still badly be-
hind - cotton in the bottom suffering, but I shall persevere 
altho the bad stand and cold weather is discouraging. I stand 
the sun and labor finely. I have unusual good health.

Monday 30:  We had quite a storm last night and consider-
able rain. A great deal of  timber strewn down on the crop.  
Fence torn to pieces and everything looks gloomy.  Still we 
are working on. All hands chopping bushes except 2 ploughs 
listing up the rough new part of  the gin lot for corn. I also 
lost old Hump the mule I bought of  the estate last winter. It 
does not appear that any particular cause for her death oc-

curred. This is another drawback upon our crop. I had been 
resting the mule for the new ground.

Tuesday 31:  In like manner. Weather has become some 
warmer. We have had a blighting east wind for two days, cold 
and disagreeable.
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Wednesday 1:  We are yet in the grass badly and have a late 
crop and bad stand. Nothing has grown off  this spring as usual. 
We lack near a weeks hard work to get over the cotton the first 
time. The ground wet and the grass heavy, altho it has not here-
tofore grown so rapidly as I have seen it at this season. It has 
been too cold and wet even for grass.

Thursday 2: In like manner at hard work. I had to stop Wil-
liam from school for the assistance of  him and his horse in the 
present pinch since Monday. Nine hoes and three ploughs going.

Friday 3:  Commenced planting the 11 acres of  gin field in 
corn, and about 8 o'clock came another rain. Afterwards went 
to bottom to chop weeds and plough in the middles. Set some 
potato slips. This is a summer day. About the first.

Saturday 4: Went on planting the corn. This also is a summer 
day.  Cotton begins to grow.  I have received account of  sales 
from the cotton I bought of  Martin - 25 bales and 3 of  my bad 
cotton - 8 sold at 9 3/4 and 20 at 8 ½.  I lose about what would 
be 10 percent interest on the money, besides the halling which 
was a serious job and put me back very much both in time and 

PRINCETON

❖ There is not much left of  Princeton and it is hard to 
imagine that it was once the county seat of  Dallas 
County. The cemetery, founded in 1845 is off  the 
main road and interesting to explore.  It is well taken 
care of  and it is easy to find graves that date back to 
the time of  John Brown’s residence near the town.
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teams, still the arrangement was an excellent one for me as a 
financial operation. It enabled me to get pretty well through 
the pressing debts, and helps to lay, a foundation of  a credit 
below for future operations and I could not at the time have 
raised the money otherwise.

Sunday 5:  I am at home with the family, at rest which I 
need after the fatigues of  the week, a fine summer day. I paid 
W. Bethel during the week the note of  Mr. Smirl and int. to 
Hill & Co. to which I was security $23.04 and cost 31½¢ to 
go towards Smirl’s cotton which I bought from him. We are 
now enjoying raspberries and have a good supply of  the ordi-
nary vegetables. I planted watermelons yesterday. The first 
cotton squares today.

Monday 6:  Another wet day. Tho the rain was light and we 
worked on most of  the time finished planting the corn and 
chopped weeds, and plowed out middles in the Valley. Warm 
and growing weather. Cotton begins to improve but is still 
very much behind and part of  the bottom land is suffering 
for work and all the time too wet.

Tuesday 7:  In like manner. We are now pushing 9 hoes and 
2 plows, but still are behind. I never have seen cotton more 
foul than the wet part of  the bottom. We are however hold-
ing on to it boldly and going over it roughly so as to get day-
light and sunshine thro it as quick as possible. My health is 
fine and I stand the labor well. I am still replanting.

Wednesday 8: Spent this morning in cleaning out the 
patches and garden with the hoes, 2 ploughs dirting the cot-
ton. At noon commenced the upland cotton the second time 

having got over the bottom on yesterday. Three plows dirting 
cotton and 6 hoes. Cold nights again.

Thursday 9:  Hot sun in the day time. Unusually cold 
nights, fire comfortable. All healthy and working very closely. 
I finished replanting cotton having gone over nearly all my 
crop myself, and little girl Lucy covers it for me. It is of  
course too late but I detest to have to work the land without 
something to work, and it will make something if  the fall 
should be late.  That which I replanted for the second time 
from 10th to 15th of  May looks well.

Friday 10:  Commenced dirting cotton at bottom with 2 
plows, one plow in the new ground.

Saturday 11:  Finished the lower end, grassy corn land of  
last year before dinner. It is in good order and now on the up-
per end. I paid Munroe Mann $7.50 towards corn bought of  
him. I do not feel so well today. The cool nights and hot sun-
shine have worsted me, I am in a habit of  being first to the 
field and about the last to leave it.  I merely indulge about an 
hour for eating and my nap at dinner while the hands are in.

Sunday 12:  At home, at rest, reading my newspapers and 
assisting the children in preparing their speeches and compo-
sitions for the examination which is to come off  in about two 
weeks. I have some better hopes of  my crop.

Monday 13: Went to Princeton for the first time in 5 or 6 
weeks, attending to some business and the balance of  the 
time spent socially and imprudently. I seemed to need some 
relaxation. I left with Dr. Thomas $10., $5. of  which to be 
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paid to Munroe Mann and the other $5. to pay himself  for 
that sum advanced to Jeter for me. I returned home in the 
evening.

Tuesday 14:  At home not feeling well, clear and dry 
weather.

Wednesday 15:  Busy on the farm. Warm & dry, all hands 
well & working well.

Thursday 16:  Finished the upland cotton second time over. 
It looks like doing something now, but is too small for the sea-
son. We finished dirting all the cotton and have two plows 
preparing and hands planting late corn in the Valley, say 6 
acres. I am planting 2 rows corn and 1 of  peas. Land exceed-
ingly rough - so I have for my crop for the season 65 acres of  
cotton and 44 of  corn, altogether 110 acres.

Friday 17:  Hoes at the new ground cotton in the Valley 
and I am thinning corn.

Saturday 18:  Ten hoes at cotton until dinner, only 2 plows 
going. Gave hands holyday after dinner. Corn beginning to 
twist, rain needed and we are likely to suffer for it before we 
get any. I bought of  old Mr. Holmes 2 bushels peas.

Sunday 19:  At home resting and enjoying the fine summer 
shades of  our yard.

Monday 20:  Busy on the plantation. Warm and dry. Corn 
and vegetables declining.

Tuesday 21:  In like manner. I am very closely engaged. 
Our corn being out annoys me much and the flies being un-

usually bad, with some scantiness of  corn and fodder, with 
the warm dry weather our horses are worsted, I am thinning 
corn now for my daily labor.

Wednesday 22:  As usual. Corn twisting and beginning to 
fire up.  Cotton in bottom improving.

Thursday 23:  This is the day of  examination of  the stu-
dents at Princeton. We all went except the two youngest chil-
dren. We had a fine gentle rain all this morning, which has 
greatly revived vegetation, but not near enough for corn. I 
omitted to state the storm last evening which brought down a 
great deal of  timber in the fields injuring the crop and giving 
us trouble in the cultivation. We took our dinner with us to 
town and passed the day agreeably. We spent the evening and 
night at Mr. Joyners. Margaret at the house of  another friend 
and the boys also at other places.

Friday 24:  At the examination. William did pretty well and 
Ann H. - William spoke his original speech pretty well and I 
may say our children did quite well. I assisted in examining 
some of  the Latin classes and found with a little practice I 
could soon read Latin about as well as ever. It has been re-
tained in memory better than most anything else. The exer-
cises in composition dialogue and speeches occupied the 
school and audience and afforded fine amusement until near 
12 o'clock. Clara and me then went to old Mr. Barbee's for 
the night and the children attended different little parties and 
looked out for themselves. Our little family are interesting (at 
least to us) and this was a day of  interest to us, and indeed of  
much satisfaction.
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Saturday 25:  We all reached home today after collecting 
together and Dr. Ruffin who attended the occasion came 
home with us and spent the day.  The cotton crop is improv-
ing and with the exception of  its being about two weeks in 
size too late, it would be an average crop. Yesterday was the 
1st bloom discovered and today we found two on one stalk.

Sunday 26:  At home all resting, reading, writing, etc. Mar-
garet went with Dr. E. to remain some weeks. Weather warm 
and dry again.

Monday 27:  At work again. Nine hoes in cotton, three 
plows also.

Tuesday 28:  In like manner. We are over the second time 
in the cotton. All now in good order as far as hoe work is nec-
essary, plows going over again second time over cotton.

Wednesday 29: Jobbing today. Cleaned out garden, etc. 
Ground very dry again and corn suffering.

Thursday 30:  Finished patching and commenced hoeing 
late corn in gin lot but it is so dry and hard cannot do much 
at it. Very warm but good breeze stirring and flying clouds, 
some appearance of  rain. Corn almost ruined for rain. Wil-
liam and Hugh went this afternoon with the waggon to Cam-
den for a load of  our supplies which we have not before had 
time to hall. We consumed a great deal. We enjoy good 
health and eat heartily and work pretty closely in the crop, 
and 31 in family – to wit 22 blacks and 7 children and we, 
the old folks - we can use up a load of  supplies sooner than 
might be expected.
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Friday 1:  A very hot sunshiny day though moderately good 
breezes. Corn almost ruined for want of  rain, cotton good color 
yet but growing very slowly. Ground too dry to work anything in 
anyway to advantage. Our oat crop too is almost a failure. Our 
garden is nearly burnt up. The Murrain last year killed off  all 
our summer milk cows, so that we are scarce of  milk or butter, 
and what we have milking, if  it continues dry, will go dry for 
want of  grass. These are some of  the mishaps the planter is oc-
casionally subject to. I wrote today to H. G. Smith of  Memphis 
enclosing E. S. Tappan's note to me for $223.23 dated 14th 
Sept. 1852 and due 1st June last, bearing interest from date till 
paid, requesting payment etc. to Smith to meet my notes to him.  
Also wrote to Tappan informing him, etc.

Saturday 2:  At home busy. Hoes at the corn back of  the gin. 
One plow in the old corn breaking the middles merely, altho the 
first planting is suffering, I wish to clear the land. The corn is 
pretty much ruined unless it rains now, and if  it does that will 
prevent injury from the plow and indeed help it. Two plows in 
the bottom breaking the middles of  the cotton, I gave a holiday 
this afternoon. Some prospect of  rain.

PIKE-FLETCHER-TERRY HOUSE

❖ Circa 1840, 411 E. Seventh Street, Little Rock, 
Pulaski County, Arkansas. This house was built for 
Albert Pike and later became the Arkansas Female 
College until Colonel and Mrs. John G. Fletcher 
purchased it in 1889.  It passed to daughter and son-
in-law, Mr. & Mrs. David Terry.  After Mrs. Terry's 
death in 1976, the house was deeded to the City of  
Little Rock.  Today it is open to the public and 
operated by the Arkansas Arts Center as a community 
art gallery.
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Sunday 3:  Cloudy and some little mist of  rain. Spent the 
day quietly at home watching the clouds anxiously. One min-
ute hope of  rain excited, the next, my hopes flattening away 
on the wings of  the clouds, such is the shortness of  human 
foresight, and such the dependence of  man on his God.

Monday 4:  I celebrated this memorable day at home by a 
very fatiguing days attention to my crop.  Cloudy most of  the 
day.  Will and Hugh returned from Camden with a pretty 
good load of  supplies, and the team all safe. Brought 2 bbls 
flour, 3 D. Pork, 1 D. sugar, 1 keg lard, 1 coil rope, 16 plow 
points, 1 sack salt. Hoes still in the corn, which is hard to 
work.

Tuesday 5:  As usual on the farm. Had some little rain but 
not enough.

Wednesday 6:  William drove down Clara and the children, 
all of  whom have gone down to visit at Dr. Ruffin's leaving 
me to keep house and attend to the hands. We commenced 
hoeing out the old corn today. It is too late but may help 
some if  we have rain shortly.

Thursday 7:  I went down to Dr. Ruffins and found my lit-
tle flock all well. Also the Dr’s family.

Friday 8:  We all went to a barbecue at Montroy which was 
for the celebration of  the 4th of  July. A speech by Judge Cole-
man, Declaration read by Dr. Ruffin. A fine dinner served up 
which I enjoyed very much, as well as the society of  the agree-
able and orderly assembly there collected. After everything 
had closed in the most orderly manner we returned to the 

Dr’s for the night. I spent the day very pleasantly only had 
some difficulty in downing my obstinate mule which broke a 
part of  the Baruch. I had my wife and seven children at the 
place.

Saturday 9:  I spent the day at the Dr’s. All my family being 
there except William who came home.

Sunday 10:  In like manner, socially and in reading the 
newspapers.

Monday 11:  After dinner I rode home, bringing Ann with 
me. Found all well at home and my work progressing. On this 
morning I found we had had a heavy rain, the greatest we 
have had during the summer. Crop is improving fast. It still 
threatens more rain. Hands cutting the grass and bushes in 
the late new ground corn in bottoms.

Tuesday 12:  Bought a load of  corn, say about 30 bu. from 
A. Hays and brought it home.  I shall have to buy altogether 
about 100 bu. this season.

Wednesday 13:  I spent the day in like manner, chopping 
out and plowing late corn.

Thursday 14:  Brushed out same of  the patches and com-
menced second time in new ground cotton which is pretty 
good only late. Cotton all good now.  It has gained much 
lately.

Friday 15:  In like manner, warm and growing weather.
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Saturday 16:  In like manner, closely at the crop. Have a 
promise now of  being rewarded which is encouraging, and 
which was not the case in its first stages.

Sunday 17:  Went to Princeton to church and returned to 
dinner.

Monday 18:  All the family got home today and things be-
gin to look natural again.

Tuesday 19:  All nine hoes at the upland cotton and two 
plows in the bottom. I went to Princeton to hear our candi-
dates for Congress address the people and returned home.

Wednesday 20:  Going ahead the third time over. All hands 
healthy and working well. Weather warm and becoming dry 
again. Upland would be better with rain. Lowland better 
without.

Thursday 21:  As usual. Wm. & Hugh are running around 
the upland cotton with turning plows, two plows in the bot-
tom cotton, Thom & Willis. We will soon finish.

Friday 22:  In like manner. The children are visiting and re-
ceiving visits. I am busy and concerned but little with them, 
except to have the boys at the plow when I can suitably.

Saturday 23:  Some appearance of  rain. Peaches and water-
melons ripening. The latter seem to be inferior, and the for-
mer I fear will not be first rate for want of  cultivation. I am a 
good deal worn down with the heat. The negroes have holy-
day this evening since 12, except two boys who disobeyed my 

order at their last holyday and went down to the river with-
out permission.

Sunday 24:  At home as usual on Sunday, resting, reading, 
etc.

Monday 25:  Still busy about the crop but I have released 
my personal attention somewhat.

Tuesday 26:  In like manner. Weather has greatly changed 
and the nights cool enough to render fire pleasant.

Wednesday 27:  I went to Mr. Evans to fix some papers for 
the land office on my way to Little Rock and in the evening 
as far as Tulip. Spent the night pleasantly with Mr. Butler. 

Thursday 28:  Had the shoes taken off  my horse, Hardy, 
and paid a dime. Started a few miles but found that he was 
too stiff  to go on. I returned and got Mr. Hugh's pony, leav-
ing my horse at Mr. Butlers. Road some 15 miles to Bailey's 
on the Saline Valley road.

Friday 29:  Paid bill 50¢, and rode to McMurrins 14 miles 
from Little Rock.  I stopped at Benton and paid Pack a bal-
ance of  tax $2.00 for last two years and took rec’t in full. I 
omitted to state that before I left home I borrowed $100 from 
R. Martin due on demand and paid the officer Bridges $52. 
on note to Jeter. Also paid McCargo balance due on Smirl’s 
note to Dortch & Co. towards his cotton. Also paid bill of  
costs from Prairie Co. about $17.80.

Saturday 30:  Paid bill $1.00 and rode into Little Rook to 
the Anthony House as usual. Examined in the Land Office, 
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and filed Mr. Evans application for his entry. Also drew a 
draft favor of  J. T. Triggon Henderson, Cherry & Co, for 
$800 in pursuance of  the letter of  Authority I hold from 
Cherry H. & Co. in payment of  the judgment at Princeton 
favor of  State for lands.

Sunday 31:  Remained at L. R. until dinner, paid bill $1.50 
leaving some balance say 60¢ for want of  change. I then rode 
out, a rainy evening to McMurrins for the night. I also left at 
the Registers office $4.00 to pay fee of' entry for Mr. Evans.

(editor’s note: This Federal-style house - Ten Mile House or Stagecoach 

House - is located on Highway 5 in southern Little Rock.  Highway 5 
follows the old Southwest Trail or Military road at this point and John 
Brown would have passed this house each time he traveled to and from 

Little Rock. The  exact date of  its construction is in dispute but the 
range of  possible dates is usually given as 1825-1836.)

60



Monday 1:  Paid bill $1.00 went to Benton where I stopped 
and voted for Curran for Congress. Spent 40¢ and rode out to 
Smiths for the night.

Curran Hall (1843), 615 East Capitol Avenue, Little Rock. A young law-
yer, James Moore Curran, purchased it in 1849.

TULIP CREEK

❖ “I obtained a good deal of  information about railroad 
prospects at Little Rock, and I am encouraged about 
the prospects of  my landed interests....Hands went to 
build bridge across Tulip Creek. The neighbors are 
putting it up for their own convenience....Went out to 
examine Camden and vicinity with a view to settling 
there....I am reading with some interest W. Irving's 
Alhambra - the boys are studying, very closely their 
Latin, and I assist them when convenient.”
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Tuesday 2:  Came on to Mr. Fitzhughs, examined a part of  
my tract of  land using his mule, and granted him permission 
to cut a ditch across part of  it, he paying taxes this year.

Wednesday 3:  Came home, getting my horse at Tulip and 
found all well. I obtained a good deal of  information about 
railroad prospects at Little Rock, and I am encouraged about 
the prospects of  my landed interests. (editor’s note - railroads 
were the dot.com bubble of  the time) I find it still very dry at home 
and my late planting of  corn is ruining, cotton doing well, as 
yet.

Thursday 4:  At home resting, enjoying our fine peaches 
etc. All my men working on the road.

Friday 5:  In like manner. William and Hugh at school at 
Princeton. Session commenced Monday.

Saturday 6:  In like manner. Finished hoe work on the cot-
ton and worked out late sweet potatoes.

Sunday 7:  Happy at home with the family, warm and dry.

Monday 8:  Commenced fodder. Men in the woods getting 
timbers for a meat house.

Tuesday 9:  Went to Princeton and spent the day. My busi-
ness was to ascertain where I could borrow some money, but 
I did not learn any chance.

Wednesday 10: Hands went to build bridge across Tulip 
Creek. The neighbors are putting it up for their own conven-
ience. I rode down to see their progress in the evening.

Thursday 11:  Hands still at the bridge. Cotton begins to 
drop leaves and squares for want of  rain.

Friday 12:  At home as usual. We have a fine peach crop 
and are drying many of  them.

Saturday 13:  In like manner. We are halling fodder. Hot! 
Hot!

Sunday 14:  At home as usual on the Sabbath.

Monday 15:  Sent 4 hands to take fodder, our half  for the 
other with Alsobrook. A slight storm of  rain this evening, just 
enough to injure fodder but do no good in the crops.

Tuesday 16:  We are getting up the fodder and getting logs 
for meat house.

Wednesday 17:  In like manner. I started this evening to 
Camden and went as far as Lundys taking with me my horse 
Hardy, who is diseased and left him to be cured at $10.

Thursday 18:  Went to Camden, put up at Sutherlands. 
Weather exceedingly dry and hot nights and days. The cot-
ton is dropping leaves, young bolls and coming to nothing. 
This is not general how ever there have been good rains all 
around me and crops doing well,

Friday 19:  Went out to examine Camden and vicinity with 
a view to settling there.
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Saturday 20:  Rode out again and pretty well pleased with 
the place. Have a strong idea of  settling here, and resuming 
the Practice of  law. Spent 20 cents.

Sunday 21:  I received $100 and $55 last evening from 
McCollum & Fellows advanced on my cotton crop, paid my 
bill $5.50 and an old bill $3.25 spent 10¢, and rode out on 
my way home to Wilmoths. 

Monday 22:  Paid bill 75¢ and came home to dinner. My 
spirits improved at the hope of  a new state of  things which 
will give me more congenial employment. 

Tuesday 23:  At home resting and eating fruit and attend-
ing to little jobbing matters.

Wednesday 24: In like manner. We are enjoying the 
peaches and watermelons which are both very fine. All in 
good health and spirits except that Willis has had two light 
chills. 

Thursday 25:  Hands jobbing about. I have to repair the 
sills and sleepers and slips of  my house and put new blocks 
under, altho the present were large heart pine, fine blocks 
and have only stood about 6 ½ years. (Editor’s note - this would 
imply they built the house in early January 1847) We are also get-
ting boards.

Friday 26:  Turned cool tonight for the first time but the 
day was warm.

Saturday 27:  I am reading with some interest W. Irving's 
Alhambra - the boys are studying, very closely their Latin, 

and I assist them when convenient. I am deploring the de-
cline of  my fine crop of  cotton by the drought which is very 
excessive, my late cotton will make nothing.

Sunday 28:  Went to the Baptist Church with Clara to 
Princeton and returned in the evening.

Monday 29:  At home employed as usual. I had the women 
firing the fallen timber in my corn and intend to take advan-
tage of  the dry time to get clear of  this. We are now using 
new corn meal.

Tuesday 30:  At home except riding over to the steam mill. 
I wrote to H. G. Smith at Memphis, enclosing deed to E. S. 
Tappan for a strip of  land joining Somerville (the tract of  the 
old railroad thro South Somerville) and also Tappan's note 
for $223.23 due 25th of  Dec. next with interest from date, to 
be collected by Mr. Smith and subject to my order after pay-
ing perhaps some little balances on my two notes to him of  
last year. Deed to be delivered to Tappan when money paid. 
No rain yet, everything burning up. Women commenced pick-
ing cotton today.

Wednesday 31:  All things went on in the ordinary way. Fin-
ished drying peaches with about six bushels.
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Thursday 1:  The weather is still exceedingly hot and dry. We 
are cutting down late corn for fodder. Gathering corn so as to 
have the benefit of  the pasture.

Friday 2:  Start gathering corn which is very light. Com-
menced reading the novel "Red Gauntlet" the first I have read 
this year. I finished reading W. Irving’s "Alhambra" just before. I 
am in fine health, good spirits and my head clear.

Saturday 3:  Spent the day as usual. I do not stay with the 
hands now but see them every day once or twice and direct. The 
sun is too hot to keep in it constantly picking cotton. I am hav-
ing the fence of  my pasture repaired.

Sunday 4:  Spent the day happily at home reading and with 
my family. We have a delightful shade in our yard now. Health is 
fine with black and white, plenty of  good water and watermel-
ons, some fine fat shoats which we butcher weekly, plenty of  deli-
cious peaches, books to read and I am thus enjoying rural life 
perhaps as rationally or more so than in any portion of  my life.

Monday 5: I went to Princeton to Court, having some private 
matters to attend to and also, paying some attention to the prac-

READING LIST

❖ “Commenced reading the novel "Red Gauntlet" the 
first I have read this year. I finished reading W. 
Irving’s "Alhambra" just before....I afterward met 
several old acquaintances and indulging too much in 
the social cup remained for the night....Came on home 
where I have the gratification of  finding all well. And 
now for the peculiar pleasure of  resting in the bosom 
of  an interesting and affectionate family from the 
fatigues, anxiety and perplexity of  such a trip.”
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tice herein view of  resuming practice in Camden. I returned 
home in the evening with some friends from the country to 
spend the night, and passed the day agreeably.

Tuesday 6:  Returned to Court.  The judge being taken ill 
did not hold the Court. I attended to some other business 
and returned home. Dined with Mr. Montgomery. 

Wednesday 7:  Returned to town. Sold the Scrip for 160 
acres which I bought of  Dr. Ragland to John Trigg for par, 
that is, $80. for which he gave me his note, with the under-
standing that when we settle up our business about State 
lands that he is to go towards payment on my share of  Hol-
mes note, for the 80 acres next to old Mr. Holmes. Also bor-
rowed $150 from E. M. Harris, int. with commission, and 
paid R. Martin $100 which I owed him. Also paid W. Bethel, 
constable, all balance of  matters which he had against me, 
also paid Dr. Barnum $90, a balance of  interest on a note for 
land and am now entitled to a deed for that quarter which I 
bought of  the Baltimore Company. I am also entitled to a 
deed for the 6 acres bought of  Jeter. Spent 30¢ and came on 
home with Mr. Witherspoon.

Thursday 8:  At home reading and attending to the farm. 
My whole crop of  corn gathered and does not amount to 
more than 250 bushels, a great failure.

Friday 9: like manner. We had a light rain this morning but 
the best we have had for a long time. It laid the dust and 
cooled the air.

Saturday 10:  A fine pleasant morning, cooler than it has 
been. Commenced regular picking this morning. Hands get-
ting from 100 to 128 pounds. We have out a lot of  sound tur-
nips but there is not yet moisture to bring them up.

Sunday 11:  Clear and pleasant. Cut down the new ground 
corn in the bottom.  I have no corn off  the new ground. Cut 
it all down for fodder and not a great deal at that. The deer 
destroyed all the peas and so the job ends.

Monday 12: At home busy on the farm. We are getting tol-
erable picking of  cotton. But is so shrunk up with the dry 
weather that it will be slow work.

Tuesday 13:  I started out to the lower counties to see about 
my lands and taxes about twelve and as I reached Princeton 
rain commenced and continued most of  the evening. I only 
went as far as Mr. Stokes.

Wednesday 14:  Rain all day. I remained at Mr. S. and 
spent the day in a neighborly manner and read the newspa-
pers. So it has commenced raining again. The rain has not 
run in my furrows before since about the 10th of  July. I have 
rarely ever seen such a drought, but it has not been general 
over the county. There have been different times pretty good 
rains all around us.

Thursday 15:  I started on my way early and travelled to 
Spears 8 miles from Warren where I had humble fare, having 
stopped in the afternoon at Parson Smiths and fed my mule 
and got a short dinner for which I paid 50 cents. A clear day 
and the weather has turned more cool. So ends a most ex-
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traordinary spell of  weather for the continued heat, night 
and day, as its excessive dryness has cut off  my crop at least 
one third.

Friday 16:  Paid bill 50¢ as I had eaten no supper, and went 
to Warren, attended to some business, spent 50 cents and 
spent the night at Baily's Tavern.

Saturday 17:  Went on to Drew County and stopped at 
Fords, former Sheriff  for the night.

Sunday 18: Paid bill $1.00 and went to Z. Owens, and with 
his family to preaching in the neighborhood where I heard a 
good sermon and attended to it with more than ordinary con-
cern (Cumberland Presbyterian). Returned to Mr. Owens to 
dinner and then home with Mr. W. Conley where I spent the 
night very pleasantly.

Monday 19:  I went down to Monticello early and re-
deemed my lands which had been sold for taxes of  last year, 
paying all $22.50 to Mr. Winter, who acted for the purchaser 
(Sanduski) as per rec’t. I afterward met several old acquain-
tances and indulging too much in the social cup remained for 
the night.

Tuesday 20:  Paid bill $2.00 and went on my way home out 
of  the way to Ford’s hoping to see him about my lands and 
taxes, etc. and did not see him. My lands in this County from 
what I have seen and learn from others are all good. 1280 
acres yet unsold.

Wednesday 21:  Paid bill $1.00 and went on to Mr. Cow-
ards, Sheriff  of  Bradley where I took dinner and then on 

homewards, brooding over my troubles, taxes, costs, etc. and 
not being very well.

Thursday 22:  Started from Mr. Youngbloods where I 
stayed last night. (My bill 75¢ unpaid) and rode to Esq. Wil-
liam Harrisons for the night, a cool clean night and I have a 
distressing cold.

Friday 23:  Came on home where I have the gratification of  
finding all well. And now for the peculiar pleasure of  resting 
in the bosom of  an interesting and affectionate family from 
the fatigues, anxiety and perplexity of  such a trip.

Saturday 24:  At home looking to the farm. We are getting 
about 12 to 1400 lbs. cotton each day. Weather fine for pick-
ing, and every one on the place stirring without a single care. 
Had the pleasure of  a dinner prepared in the best style of  
country arrangements by the old woman with several of  our 
respected neighbors who came to dine with us.

Sunday 25:  The children have gone to Church at Princeton 
and I am spending the day quietly in reflection, etc. at home. 
Sunday is commonly one of  my happiest days.

Monday 26:  Attended to the farm as usual. Cotton open-
ing fast.

Tuesday 27:  In like manner. We are now picking in the bot-
tom field. This is injured by the drought quite as much in pro-
portion as the upland this year except that part of  it which 
we call wet land. That is late, being most replanted latter part 
of  May, is holding its squares and making yet and not much 
short of  the best.
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Wednesday 28:  As usual on the farm. The cotton we are 
gathering now is beautiful and easily picked. Our garden and 
all vegetables are dried up.

Thursday 29:  As usual - all busy. Our home is now the 
abode of  industry both in house and field. The boys going to 
school have got to studying closely, the girls and old woman 
at home closely and zealously employed, in household con-
cerns with occasional relaxation of  reading books, papers, 
etc.

Friday 30:  As usual and nothing varying from everyday 
matters. I am looking out for corn to buy, in anticipation of  
the early consumption of  what I made.
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Saturday 1:  Weather still fine, and all in good health.

Sunday 2:  At home enjoying the usual happy quiet at home 
which Sunday affords me.

Monday 3:  Started my gin today. Things a good deal out of  
repair.

Tuesday 4:  Went to Princeton on business. Indulged too far 
my propensity for social relaxation, spent 50 cents and came 
home after dark.

Wednesday 5:  This day is appointed for a railroad celebration 
and barbecue at Princeton. All my children went to it and Clara 
and myself  remained at home. As families are apt to note the 
first feats which sons and daughters perform upon entering soci-
ety, I will here record that William is pretty well satisfied at hav-
ing been appointed one of  the young gentlemen to wait on the 
ladies at dinner and is said to have performed his part credita-
bly.

Thursday 6: At home busy as usual. The gin now is ready for 
action.

HIGHLIGHTS

❖ “This day is appointed for a railroad celebration and 
barbecue at Princeton....Closed the purchase of  lots for 
residence with James Vaughan at. $1250....Dug 
sweet potatoes today and baled cotton....Finished a 
load of  six bales and started the waggon to Camden. 
Still digging potatoes. They are turning out much 
better than I anticipated tho small and stunted by the 
dry weather.”
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Friday 7:  As usual busy. Our ginning now running and 
makes a beautiful article.

Saturday 8:  In like manner. I bought of  D. Hale 250 bush-
els corn at 40¢ per bu. and his cotton crop at $2.37 1/2 per 
hundred in the seed yesterday and from Mr. Jones today 100 
bu. on same terms to be paid in January next. 

Sunday 9:  I started to Camden and rode to Andrews 4 
miles through sand much fatigued with the ride which was 
slow on little mule Mich and took me 2 hours of  moonlight.

Monday 10: Rode in the Camden and examined more par-
ticularly the place I was trading for. Bill at Andrews credited. 
Put up at Mr. Sutherlands. Circuit Court in session. I spent 
my leisure time in attending to its proceedings. Judge Watson 
presiding.

Tuesday 11:  Closed the purchase of  lots for residence with 
James Vaughanatty. $1250. payable at 4 annual payments 
bearing 10 percent interest and took title bond, paid bill 
$4.25 after supper to start out across the river, but meeting 
company for tomorrow remained. This nights lodging and 
horse feed unpaid. Got ten dollars advanced by McC. & F, 
and remitted by mail to Mr. Winter at Monticello six dollars 
to redeem a half  section bought by Reynolds for last year.

Wednesday 12:  Rode to Andrews to breakfast, thence 
home completely exhausted with the ride. I owe Mr. Benton 
25¢ borrowed for dinner at Yagon. Also for breakfast at An-
drews.

Thursday 13:  At home on the farm, finished the upland 
second time over picking.

Friday 14:  Started gin again and made some bales.

Saturday 15:  I spent the day which was very pleasant in 
reading and contemplation both of  earthly and Heavenly 
prospects.

Sunday 16:  My health is fine and that of  the whole family.

Monday 17:  Busy ginning and picking. Have to fill a wheel 
of  the waggon. We are leaving Willis to gin. He seems to 
make a pretty good start.

Tuesday 18:  As usual. Ginning and baling the weather is a 
little drisling but little rain.

Wednesday 19: Finished a load of  six bales and Thom 
started to Camden last evening. The cotton is well and care-
fully handled. The crop is small. The weather fine so far for 
picking and I am trying to make the most of  it.

Thursday 20:  All hands busy picking second time over in 
the bottom.

Friday 21:  As usual, cotton mostly open and we are getting 
well advanced with it. I changed the contract with D. Hall. I 
give him $25 additional and take all the pen of  corn and pick 
out the balance of  the cotton myself. Went to town today and 
came out with Dr. Ruffin.

Saturday 22:  In like manner. All busy. Thom returned with 
bagging, rope, pork, salt, etc.
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Sunday 23:  At home as usual on that day with much equa-
nimity. The children had some young company and seemed 
to be enjoying themselves. Let Mr. I. Holmes have sack salt 
on yesterday at $3.50.

Monday 24: As usual. Started the gin again for another 
load. Hauled up cotton from the bottom.

Tuesday 25:  Took all hands except the gin hands to Halls 
to pick and remained with them (frost). 

Wednesday 26: A very rainy day. Monday morning and 
Tuesday a heavy white frost, which might be called a killing 
frost. This morning raining and a very wet day. Hands re-
turned.

Thursday 27: Went to Princeton and returned home before 
night. Bought 100 lbs flour from Dr. Barnum for which I 
paid him $4. Borrowed from Martin $10. which I am to re-
place at Little Rock. Also contracted for making a plain wag-
gon box for $4. by Benton, I furnishing the plank. Bought 
some winter goods and spun cotton for carpet.

Friday 28: Another heavy white frost.  Sent for our flour 
and are enjoying it as we have been out for some time past.

Saturday 29:  Dug sweet potatoes today and baled cotton. 
Heavy white frost. I went to Princeton and returned late at 
night. Did nothing worth noting.

Sunday 30:  Delightful weather, white frost and clear 
weather. At home reading, resting and reflecting on things 
past and to come. 

Monday 31:  Finished a load of  six bales and started the 
waggon to Camden. Still digging potatoes. They are turning 
out much better than I anticipated tho small and stunted by 
the dry weather.
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Tuesday 1: All hands at the potatoes today except Tabby and 
the chaps picking. Got all in the cellar and filled it completely.	

Wednesday 2: A damp day but little rain. Picked cotton. At 
home and hog hunting.	

Thursday 3:  Went to town paid thro Dr. Thomas to R. 
Thrasher balance on my note to the old man $2.43, left $1. for 
Munroe Mann balance on corn and rec’d balance of  change of  
ten dollars left with him a few days since (rec’d of  Martin) left 
$1 with Vowell to buy tallow of  Ballard. Spent 40 cents and re-
turned home in the evening.	

Friday 4:  At home. All hands picking in the bottom. Thom 
having returned home last night with the team, we are halling 
up cotton and ginning today. Balance picking.	

Saturday 5:  Halling, ginning and picking. Finished the bottom 
field second time. 

Sunday 6:  I remained at home all day happy with my family, 
instructing the boys in their Latin lessons, cracking nuts with my 
little boy, and comforting the family in everything I could, and 

TULIP METHODIST CHURCH

❖ The plaque on the front of  the existing church says 
“founded in 1844”. Inside the front door is an old 
framed photograph which the above was made from.  
It is assumed that the church is still in use today and 
is based upon the original church that John Brown’s 
family attended on the 20th of  November, 1853. The 
associated cemetery has many gravestones from this era 
and is a very interesting place to wander around, as the 
community has done a great job of  maintaining it.
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in return I had a fine dinner of  venison, peach puffs, etc.	
Monday 7:  The gin is running, other hands went to Halls 
to pick, a fine pleasant day.

Tuesday 8:  As usual on the farm. Hands came home this 
wet evening. Cleared off  in the night.	

Wednesday 9:  Hands baling cotton and jobbing today.

Thursday 10:  Finished a load of  six bales and waggon 
started late in the evening for Camden. This makes 18 bales. 
Other hands picking in upland.

Friday 11:  All hands picking. Yesterday Mr. Martin handed 
me $480 which he brought from Little Rock, rec’d of  P. Jor-
dan, Esq. on acct. of  my money collected of  the Gov’t land 
office for me. A day or two since I gave D. Hall an order to 
Dr. Thomas for $4.00 in full of  his acct. for collards I bought 
of  him, also to Jackson Hall an order on Montgomery and 
Green for $8. for a hog we got in the woods last winter 
claimed by him.

Saturday 12:  At home busy. Fine warm day, cloudy but 
pleasant for picking. Waggon returned home from Camden.

Sunday 13:  At home as usual, Spent the day happily, qui-
etly and rationally.

Monday 14:  Busy on the plantation. We are nearly done 
picking cotton and have engaged to pick for my neighbor old 
Mr. Holmes at 50¢ per hundred.

Tuesday 15:  Picked for Mr. Holmes, all hands.

Wednesday 16:  In like manner. We got from 13 to 1400 lbs 
per day. I give the pickers a chance for all they pick over 100 
lbs. and chaps in proportion, best hands pick 170 or 180.

Thursday 17: In like manner, except that we started the gin 
again.

Friday 18:  In like manner. The weather is delightful.

Saturday 19:  I did not pick for Mr. Holmes today. At our 
own cotton which is there and the gin, etc.

Sunday 20:  A wet day. I intended going to the Methodist 
Conference at Tulip but the rain prevented me. The children 
went and the evening was clear again.

Monday 21:  All hands at home again, baling, etc.
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Tuesday 22:  Picking at home again.  About this time I en-
closed a $50 bill Charleston Bank to P. Trapnell by mail as 
per P.M. Rec’t filed. I went to town and returned.

Wednesday 23: Waggon gone again with 6 bales cotton. I 
went to town.

Thursday 24:  As usual on the plantation. Weather cool, 
cloudy and dry.

Friday 25:  As usual at the bottom.   

Saturday 26:  As usual at the cotton, etc, etc.

Sunday 27:  At home. I bought Mr. Smirl’s cotton at $2.25 
per hundred this week, about 7,000. I went with Margaret 
and Dr. Sanders to Dr. Sims and spent the day.

Monday 28:  As usual at the cotton. I sent $20. by Mr. 
Smirl to Mr. Evanson account of  a balance of  what I owe 
him to be settled when I see him.

Tuesday 29:  At Mr. Holmes picking again. We have picked 
7139 lbs. for him at 50¢ per Hundred. He has paid me $30. 
on it, balance yet due.

Wednesday 30:  As usual, Weather still fine.
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Thursday 1: Another birthday. No very important event has 
occurred in my history, within the year. It has perhaps been 
slightly more prosperous than any for some time passed and I 
hope I have somewhat improved in my habits and mental stead-
fastness as age advances. I have lived industriously. For the most 
part enjoyed good health, and am receiving a reward for my in-
dustry. Have made some progress in freeing myself  from debt 
and am better contented with prospects and the present state of  
my affairs than the previous years. I am thankful for all and shall 
endeavor still to live such a life that my moral and religious feel-
ings will gain ground, trusting to Him who holds the destiny of  
all in the Hollow of  His Hand. I have employed Smirl to over-
look my hands for the next year.	

Friday 2:  We are baling cotton and gleaning the remains of  
the corn in the upland. We picked one day at Halls and brought 
home a load of  cotton.	

Saturday 3: I went to town. Paid Dr. Whittaker what I owed 
him up to this	year about $10, returned home.	

TATE’S LANDING LOOKING WEST

“I spent the day at home, mainly perusing newspapers. 
We are out of  meat and lard again. Killed a shoat and 
had a cold turkey....Went to town and bought a cow and 
2 yearlings for $11. cash.... Started a load of  6 bales to 
Tates landing. Men jobbing. Women picking at the 
bottom.... Her Majesty OUR QUEEN, devoted the 
whole of  her life in promoting the happiness of  all. Her 
own pleasure has no existence apart from what may be 
the pleasure of  the others. She governs in her own sphere 
but seldom acts without consulting us.”
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Sunday 4:  I spent the day at home, mainly perusing news-
papers. We are out of  meat and lard again. Killed a shoat 
and had a cold turkey. Got a load of  corn home from Halls 
of  the corn I bought from him 22 flour barrels.	

Monday 5:  Mr. Smirl set in with me to oversee. He went 
with all hands to Ben Scotts to pick balance of  his cotton at 
50¢ per hundred. I bought his crop at $2.25 for what is 
picked out and $1.65 for what I pick. He halls two loads of  it. 
The weather is still fine.

Tuesday 6:  Went to town and bought a cow and 2 year-
lings for $11. cash. Paid Scott $20 on his cotton. Paid Dr. Bar-
num $12 for 30 bu. of  meal and $4.50 for 100 lbs flour for 
which I am to send to the mill. Enclosed $10 in P. O. order to 
J. L. Winter at Monticello, Drew County to be paid on my 
taxes this year.

Wednesday 7:  At home a rainy day. Hands remained at 
Scotts.

Thursday 8:  At home also. At my ease reading, etc. I have 
finished “Old Mortality” which I consider a good novel and 
well worth the time spent in its perusal. 

Friday 9:  I spent the day in like manner. Hands got home 
this evening, brought the cattle with them which I bought the 
other day, and a small lot of  cotton.

Saturday 10:  Sent for another load of  corn to Halls, and 
balance picking at bottom field.

Sunday 11:  At home as usual on that day. Happy with my 
little flock.

Monday 12:  Started to gin again. Waggon, Thom driving, 
went to Barnums mill and got 25 bu. meal and 100 lbs. flour 
I bought the other day. Willis at gin. Mr. Holmes paid me the 
balance he owed me for picking.	

Tuesday 13:  I went to Scotts to receive and weigh cotton. 
Sent Miss Ballard on Saturday last by Hugh $5.00, $2. for 
making William’s coat and $3. towards my shoe making with 
Mr. Ballard. I returned in the evening.

Wednesday 14: I was at home. Made 2 bales of  cotton of  
Scotts lot. Got load of  corn 33 barrells from Halls.

Thursday 15:  Started a load of  6 bales to Tates landing. 
Men jobbing. Women picking at the bottom.
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George and Anderson Tate were brothers who were the first to settle in what is now Ouachita 
County. They started farms at Tate's Bluff  near the confluence of  the Little Missouri River 
and the Ouachita River in 1818. This home was built in 1829 by John Henderson Tate.

Friday 16:  At home at my ease. I am reading. I am reading 
"Old Mortality" with some interest, Waggon got home from 
the landing.

Saturday 17:  In like manner. We keep the waggon con-
stantly going. either at home or abroad.

Sunday 18:  Reading and resting as usual on the Sabbath. 
Monday 19:  Finished picking out my own cotton. Halling 
corn from Halls, also cotton. Made two bales. Weather freez-
ing hard. Jobbing with the hands.

Tuesday 20:  Sent to Scotts and got the balance of  his cot-
ton. Hard frost and freezing.  Wet day, hands doing little, at 
the new ground,.

Wednesday 21 and Thursday 22:  This day is made noto-
rious in my family by the birth of  another daughter. Dr. Sims 
officiated and mother and child seem to be doing well. It has 
been, as it at all times is, an occasion of  anxiety to me. It is a 
critical matter with the mother and call forth the sympathy 
of  every feeling father, to say nothing of  the additional re-
sponsibility brought upon the hands of  parents. We now have 
eight healthy, good looking children - to raise and educate 
them is a task. But I feel satisfied to spend whatever time and 
strength providence may vouchsafe to me in accomplishing 
those objects. It is not the prime object of  my life. My house 
if  my Kingdom -- My family my Privy Counsellors, as well as 
my subjects. I sit firmly on my domestic Throne which is 

founded in the affection of  my subjects. They depend upon 
me, rely upon me, and the Gorgon Head of  Treason never 
displays its deformity among us. Her Majesty OUR QUEEN, 
devoted the whole of  her life in promoting the happiness of  
all. Her own pleasure has no existence apart from what may 
be the pleasure of  the others. She governs in her own sphere 
but seldom acts without consulting us. When our revenues 
are low and no means and opportunities of  recruiting them, 
she curtails the expenses of  her wardrobe and household ac-
cordingly, without a murmur. Under such circumstances I 
feel that I ought to be a happy Monarch and my prayer is 
that I may during life be blessed with equal sources of  felicity 
and that my subjects may ever act in the same harmony 
which now distinguishes them.

Friday 23: Hands clearing land in the bottom and getting 
firewood. Weather cloudy. 

Saturday 24:  In like manner. The team constantly going, 
and also the gin. 

Sunday 25: CHRISTMAS. Another of  the landmarks on 
the line of  time has been reached and we should pause and 
take a deliberate view. This day which has for centuries been 
dedicated as a holyday is in our retired situation but little no-
ticed. Not from disregard of  the impressive event which it 
commemorates, but because we have but little to do with of  
festivities of  any description. The family all at home spent 
the day as usual. The only difference being among the ser-
vants. It is a human as well as wise regulation of  society to al-
low them a few days as a Jubilee, and they enjoy it. All are 
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brushing up, putting on their best rigging, and with boister-
ous joy hailing the approach of  the Holy days, while we are 
in some degree relieved from the particular oversight of  
them. So all are happy. The day is inclement.

Monday 26:  All at home, some young company having 
called in.

Tuesday 27: I spent the day mainly in reading, etc. House 
full of  young people, school fellows at the late school in 
Princeton. Their examination and session having expired on 
Friday last and a good deal of  harmony and social feelings 
having grown up among them, under the influence of  which 
they are now passing the most carelessly happy period of  
their lives.

Wednesday 28:  In like manner. Nothing worthy of  remark 
distinguishing the day.

Thursday 29:  In like manner.  I employed all my men who 
desired work, to make rails during their holidays, part of  
them made about $2.37 ½ at that. Others kept the waggon 
going. I paid for that 50¢ a day. We halled some cotton from 
Smirl’s and some corn from Halls. Also had the gin running 
part of  the time. Today their Christmas ceases. I went to 
town and spent the evening in some excess which was the 
only indulgence I allowed myself  during the festival.

Friday 30:  At home atoning for the glee of  yesterday. No 
very enviable condition. The hands went to regular work. 

Saturday 31:  In like manner. We are halling and have re-
ceived the corn I bought of  Sam Jones, the estimate not yet 

made but supposed by the barrel about 120 bushels at 40 
cents.
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Chapter 3

In 1854 John Brown makes another trip to New Orleans 

to sell his cotton and purchase supplies. But the biggest 

event of  the year was his move to Camden from the 

plantation outside of  Princeton. He never really says why 

he is leaving the pastoral life but if  one had to guess he 

was probably bored and preferred his former occupation 

as an attorney. 
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Sunday 1: We have left the old and entered the New Year. It is 
my inclination and ought to be the DUTY of  all of  us to pause 
here and take a calm retrospect of  the past as well as to form 
resolutions for the future. It is a time too of  all others, which is 
calculated to bring our thoughts to the fleetness of  time and the 
certainty of  the nearer approach of  its close with each of  us 
mortals. And even the most thoughtless would seem to be re-
minded of  that gratitude we all owe to our Creator and Pre-
server thus far, as well as to implore the continuance of  His fa-
vor in time to come.

Monday 2: I went to Princeton and bought about 1300 lbs. of  
pork on foot at $4. per hundred. Mr. Smirl took some which is 
chargeable to him out of  his cotton. I also paid Alsobrook $20 
towards his cotton and falling into one of  my social strains I 
spent the day improvidently and remained in town for the night. 
Paid Sam Jones $20 on corn account.

Tuesday 3: In the course of  the day I went home depressed by 
the excitement of  the previous evening.

EARLY CAMDEN

❖ John Nunn erected the log structure shown above and 
he was the first permanent settler of  what became 
Camden (first called Ecore Fabre). The structure stood 
on a high bluff  above the river but was torn down in 
1902 so the land could be graded by the railroad 
company. It was in existence when John Brown 
arrived in Camden. John Nunn located his family to 
the area in 1824 and he died in 1831. He is buried 
in an unmarked grace near Fort Lookout, one of  the 
fortifications built by the Confederates during the Civil 
War. 
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Wednesday 4:  Busy about the plantation. We are getting 
ready to go to Camden to fix up the house and the waggon 
went with 5 bales of  cotton. Mr. Smirl with all the men 
started down to the job.

Thursday 5:  I started early and overtook them about 7 
miles below Princeton, one wheel broken down, Smirl and 3 
of  the men went on with me leaving two to finish the wheel 
and come on. We got down to Camden at dark and put up at 
Popes tavern. A cold night. The men did not get down. Get-
ting a hearty supper we retired early and had a sound nights 
sleep.

Friday 6:  A severely cold day and night. Sleet covered the 
ground and ended in snow. For want of  the waggon and tools 
we could do but little.

Saturday 7:  A severely cold morning with frozen snow on 
the ground. The waggon came in, in the afternoon and we 
split some timbers and closed some of  the chinks of  one 
room. I camped with them at the house. Our fare and lodg-
ing exceedingly rough but wholesome. I could not restrain 
my vexation at the delay of  the waggon which ought to have 
been in the day before.

Sunday 8:  A very, cold clear day, I went to the Baptist, 
church, day and night and passed the time pleasantly and I 
hope profitably. The ground is all covered with frozen ice.

Monday 9:  A clear freezing morning. All hands went out to 
get boards and timbers which we have to haul three miles. I 
attended to matters in town and became acquainted with 

many of  the people. We had a very unfortunate start at our 
job but the old maxim, perseverance, etc. I hope will bring us 
out yet. I paid bill at Popes tavern for Smirl and myself  
$4.50. This also includes 8 lbs. of  meat which I got for the ne-
groes.

Tuesday 10:  We went on in like manner. We live on fryed 
meat and hoe cake of  corn meal without sifting, and coffee 
without milk out of  a tin cup. I paid Brooks $l. for 7 lbs. cof-
fee and 50¢ for 5 lbs. sugar. Bought a keg of  nails from Hill at 
$8. a crosscut saw and some other articles from others and 
our work is now going on.

Wednesday 11:  Sent out to Thomas' for corn and got 8 
barrels (flour) and are getting in our boards, but the day rain-
ing occasionally.  We worked at the house daubing and ceil-
ing with boards, etc.

Thursday 12:  Went to the woods to get more boards.  
Bought 1½ bushels meal and paid 75¢ per bushel.

Friday 13:  Worked at the house, putting some new sills, 
blocks, etc, under it with other repairs. Bought and hauled up 
500 brick from Bledsoe, left the sash of  the windows at Allens 
cabinet shop to be glazed, bought 23 lights 8 x 10 glass from 
Dr. Foster. Paid balance on my note to the gin shop say 
$13.42 cents at McCollums. Paid $3.25 my initiation fee to 
the Division of  the Sons.

Saturday 14:  Hands worked at the covering of  the house. I 
went out to a nearer point with the waggon to get timbers. 
Two hands getting firewood. This day is rendered memora-
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ble to me by my initiation into the Division of  Sons of  Tem-
perance at Camden. The occasional excessive use of  spirits 
has long been a besetting evil with me and I have betaken my-
self  to this association as the easiest and most effectual means 
of  breaking the habit and curbing the inclination for it. I was 
received and have much consolation in the anticipation of  a 
different course of  life which to say the last of  it will justify 
me in refusing to join in any social excess of  that sort and will 
also put it out of  the power of  my enemies to use my occa-
sional indulgence as a weapon to injure me. I am pleased 
with what I see and understand of  the order, and rejoice that 
I have taken this step, which became the more necessary 
upon my settling in this place where dram drinking is so com-
mon not to say excessive. My resolution is fixed and do not 
doubt that I shall literally fulfill my pledge, assisted as I will 
be by the common sentiment and feeling of  the brethren 
with whom I will have daily association. I will at least give the 
Institution a fair trial.

Sunday 15:  I left Camden a cloudy warm morning on my 
mule and rode home a little after night, feeling that if  I were 
not a new man, I at least had been greatly transformed in my 
relations and connections with the World within the preced-
ing 24 hour. I found all well at home and reached my family 
with new hopes and new joys, which I doubt not will endure. 
Before leaving I gave MeCollum & Fel. an order on Hender-
son, Terry & Co. for the money they advanced me and my ac-
count for last year, amounting to $189.18 at 10 days sight.

Monday 16:  I rested at home today and looked into mat-
ters about home. The women are grubbing and cleaning up 
the new ground. Weather cloudy and light rain this evening. 
There has been no rain to flush the creeks yet until last week, 
the snow and a little rain started then. The Oachitta River 
still too low for any description of  boat until last Sunday it 
arose a few feet. Great inconvenience has been felt at Cam-
den and all the trading points. Every place on the river that 
can hold cotton almost is filled and heavy articles in the coun-
try almost exhausted.

Tuesday 17:  I went to Tulip to, settle accounts, and paid by 
dft. on Henderson, Terry & Co. at 60 days $4.40 due Butler 
(included in bill favor of  Patillo) and took up all balances 
with both houses in said bill amounting to $49.89 a balance 
of  Childress Smiths blacksmith account also included.

Wednesday 18:  I went to Princeton to ascertain my ac-
counts, etc. Had a settlement with E. M. Harris. Took up my 
note to him for $41.70 with interest. Also my note to D. Hall 
for $275 due the 31st inst. and assigned to him by Hall, and 
gave him my note as commission for $331.60 due on day 
noted. Also settled with him my note to William Turner for 
$100. credited by $30 by a draft on Henderson & Co. at 60 
days for $87.59. Also sent bills of  Exchange to Henderson T. 
& Co. at their request for $800. which they advanced for me 
2nd of  Novm. to the State Collector, so that they might use 
them, but not to be charged in my account and returned 
home. A cold cloudy evening. I also this morning drew a bill 
in favor of  Jas. A. Gray for $75 in payment of  a note he held 
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given to John Powell many years ago, and balance of  said 
draft to be applied to the credit of  a note given several years 
ago to said Gray as administrator.

Thursday 19:  Rain this morning. I remained at home 
bringing up entries and adjusting papers. The women are at 
the new ground. Barely rain enough to make the ground 
muddy.

Friday 20:  At Princeton today. I searched up as many of  
my books at the offices as I could.

Saturday 21:  The women breaking cotton stalks. There is 
an excessive freeze such as rarely happens in this climate. We 
would scarcely devise the means of  keeping warm last night.

Sunday 22:  At home reading Grimshaws History of  the 
United States, which I happen not to have read before. I was 
quite interested in it. It is a good thing forty pages. 'The wag-
gon and hands got home last night from Camden all safe and 
in good health, all at home today and housing up from the in-
tense cold.

Monday 23:  In like manner. Women breaking stalks and 
the gin started again.

Tuesday 24:  Halling cotton from Mr. Smirls. He was ab-
sent yesterday and today, I spend my time at my books and 
papers except a little oversight of  what is going on. I feel 
greatly relieved at the idea of  getting a lazy trifling set of  ne-
groes off  my hands. There is however a part of  them which I 
could get along with without very much trouble but taking 
them altogether they have wearied out all the patience I had 

with them now for nine years which necessity has compelled 
me to attend to them personally, not having enough to em-
ploy an overseer.

Wednesday 25:  At home a damp day. We got another load 
of  corn from Halls and made three bales of  cotton. Men cut-
ting logs.

Thursday 26:  At home preparing to send off  a load of  our 
moveables. A wet day. Halled some of  Alsobrooks cotton. 
Bought a mule for which I rode over to Mr. Williamson’s - at 
$85, large and likely but rather old, for which I gave him two 
cows and calves at $33 and my note at 12 mos for $52 bear-
ing 10 percent int. This makes 4 mules and two horses which 
would work the crop.

Friday 27:  A cold morning and the ground very wet. The 
waggon started today with a load. Thom driving. Edmund 
and Polly moving and William went with them. Also took a 
cow and calf. Mr. Williamson got his cows today and deliv-
ered the mule, which we put at the tongue. I cancelled my 
trade with Thos. Evans about land warrant and entered his 
land. We settled. Paid him back $40 and gave him my note 
for $123 payable 1st next January with 10 percent int. and 
took an order to the Register for my warrant. I was gratified 
to make the arrangement, because there was some difficulty 
about getting the entry made and I should have been cen-
sored if  it had not succeeded.

Saturday 28:  I went to town. Settled with B. the Sheriff  
the surplus of  tax $18.56 overpaid last year. Placed to credit 
of  the taxes now due. I paid Alsobrook $11.25 on his cotton 
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and paid Harvey $5. which I owed the estate on account of  
corn year before last at the mill. I gave William $l.05 change 
when he started.

Sunday 29:  My appetite for business is becoming much bet-
ter, I think I shall soon get back into the traces and with some 
practice do it with as much facility as ever.

Monday 30:  Spent the day in settlement and preparing for 
my move.

Tuesday 31:  Fixing for moving. About this time I closed up 
my debt in favor of  R. Martin for cotton bought last year by 
drafts on Henderson, Terry & Co. Also gave draft to Mont-
gomery & Green for their account on same, and Thomas & 
Co. for their account also, and to same for Mr. Joiners ac-
count.
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Wednesday 1:  Busy fixing for moving. Mr. Smirl attends from 
home, and mostly stays here.

Thursday 2:  All bustle this morning. Killed 5 shoats weighing 
about 200 lb. to take with us.  After dinner waggon started, 
Hugh in company, Ann and Susan on horseback with Clara & 
Margaret, Will & myself  with the buggy. We left Marg. with 
Mrs. Martin at Princeton and balance of  us came on to Mr. 
Stokes for the night. The evening was blustering, very windy 
and the night quite cold. We partook of  the sincere hospitality 
of  Mr. S. and family and passed the night happily. Waggon a lit-
tle ahead of  us.

Friday 3:  Started after breakfast, a cold frosty morning. Our 
little one well wrapt up and travelled constantly thro the day 
(good sunshine) camped out at some old cabins with the waggon 
on the south side of  Turnpike. Another cold night with hard 
freeze. I however was so well pleased at getting towards my new 
home, and that with dry weather and pretty good reads that I 
was perfectly happy and all went well.  

HOT SPRINGS COUNTY

❖ “I wrote to Clardy in answer to his letter fixing price 
of  $3.50 for 80 acres or $3.00 per whole 1/2 
section lying on Clear Creek, Hot Springs County.”

❖  Hot Springs County has some very beautiful scenery. 
This photo was taken of  a waterfall that is located in 
the Lake Catherine State Park.  At the time of  John 
Brown this stream would have fed into the Ouachita 
River north of  the town of  Rockport.
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Saturday 4: Set out again, another cold frosty morning in 
good spirits, all cheerful and well. Got to Camden in the eve-
ning. All full of  curiosity to see the place and especially to 
have a view of  the old Castle which is to be our future home. 
All things and persons well. Had fires made up and took pos-
session. The houses being rough and the worse of  the wear, 
Clara was not delighted but cheerful and we went to fixing 
up with that resolution which becomes those who would be 
happy. Our old servants had scoured out pretty well and slept 
sound and had I dreamed at all would undoubtedly have had 
pleasant dreams.

Sunday 5:  We arose early. A pleasant day. I went to church 
and enjoyed it. I feel that this is an important crisis in my life, 
and in my family and affairs and I have an abiding confi-
dence that it will greatly benefit me and family. 

Monday 6:  Bought 7 lbs. coffee for $1.00 cash 16 lbs. sugar 
$2. Busy fixing up and William returned with the buggy for 
Margaret. I was employed to bring a suit for $15.00.

Tuesday 7:  Paid livery stable $2.40 and 50¢ for Sundays. 
We make some little addition to our comfort every day. We 
have Fanny our former cook as housemaid, Eveline, nurse 
and Polly, cook, Edmund gardener, firemaker etc. And we 
have one valuable promotion of  happiness in this that we are 
in a great degree free from the irritation incident to a set of  
young active servants and only requires patience in waiting 
their slow motion.

Wednesday 8:  Paid bill at workshop (Smiths) $1. William 
&- Margt. arrived safe, so we are all at our new home and I 
am happy, inspired with new hopes and new scenery.

Thursday 9:  Paid Beldsoe the brick mason $6.50 for some 
little repairs of  hearth and fireplace and brick. The ladies are 
tendering offers of  intercourse and acquaintance almost 
hourly and Clara and Margt. are largely taxed in the way of  
receiving and returning calls.

Friday 10:  Paid for P. O. Stamps 55¢.  Planted 1 bu. Irish 
potatoes and plowed up part of  garden.

Saturday 11:  Paid Warren Stone $10 for corn heretofore 
received at 50¢ per bu. Paid Richie for barrel of  flour $8.50 
for meal $1.70, for grubbing hoe 87½¢.

Sunday 12:  We all went to Baptist Church morning and at 
night. Everything pleasing.

Monday 13:  Bought garden seed and planted onions and 
sewed various seeds, cabbage, lettuce, etc.   William, Ann & 
Susan all started to school. The former to Mr. McHugh the 
Episcopal preacher, reading Virgil, and the latter to Dr. Hart-
well the Pastor of  the Baptist Church. I have to keep Hugh at 
home this session to assist in matters at home.

Tuesday 14:  Bought and paid for two bushels of  meal at 
85¢, $1.70. Weather dry and charming. Society sociable and 
agreeable. We eat our bread and meat cheerfully and the old 
woman has made a right snug little parlor out of  one of  our 
little log rooms, by spreading our antiquated tho yet rich 
Scotch carpet on the floor and hanging the windows, and 
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with some old furniture. I bought 4 new chairs. These with 
those old ones brought with us serve for all purposes.

Wednesday 15:  We are still gardening. Railroad meeting 
today. Engineer made an able report and the road is located, 
the depot within the limits of  Camden, great rejoicing 
among those particularly interested. 

Thursday 16:  Cloudy but no rain. Weather clear again. 
Some of  the young gentlemen very often call in the evening 
after supper and the ladies seem to seek our acquaintance on 
all hands. I am reading the Arkansas Statutes and reports of  
decisions preparatory to the practice which varies very materi-
ally from what I was accustomed to. Indeed I have lost some-
thing of  my legal reading since my mind has been resting 
and cankering in the country and I had not thought as care-
fully in my former practice and reading as I should have 
done, being too much engrossed with money and property 
matters.

Friday 17:  Bought a lot of  pork on foot for $15, and had it 
killed and put up, say 426 lbs. 

Saturday 18:  Delighted at our happiness, altho living in a 
very plain style. Fine weather. Bought and paid for 5 bushels 
of  corn at 75¢. Corn and meal are high and hard to get.

Sunday 19:  Some rain. All at home during the day. To 
church at night. Mr. Carleton – is up - is now engaged to 
Margaret. My feelings are strange and unaccountable on the 
subject. I have consented to give her up. It will be a sore trial 
to me to part with her. I know of  no objections to the gentle-

man, and rely on a sort of  presentiment that so good and so 
worthy a child as she is will do well, Heaven grant that I may 
raise such another child. She has been truly a comfort and 
companion to her parents in their adversity.

Monday 20:  Cloudy but little rain. Reading law and amus-
ing myself  in conversation.

Tuesday 21:  Clear and pleasant. A slight rise in the river. 
Great inconvenience is experienced on account of  not having 
water to ship cotton. It is still accumulating and none going 
off  except some fur bales on a little boat. The country is 
drained of  money and there is a very great scarcity of  sup-
plies such as are depending on the river.

Wednesday 22:  Edmund is whitewashing our cabins. It is 
improving the appearance as well as comfort of  them very 
much. Our house is very bare of  furniture but we have set 
out to go according to circumstances and must stick to it.  My 
expenses are large anyway I can fix it, but contentment in 
economy is better than a course of  show and keeping up false 
appearances, which must at last end in detection and mortifi-
cation.  

Thursday 23:  Still fixing up matters about the house, read-
ing and instructing the children. I am teaching Hugh and 
Henry at home at leisure times. I wrote to Clardy in answer 
to his letter fixing price of  $3.50 for 80 acres or $3.00 per 
whole 1/2 section lying on Clear Creek, Hot Springs County.
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Friday 24:  I read tolerable closely now in Arkansas reports. 
Paid 50¢ Post Office, 50 cents contribution to the Division. 
Attended tonight. But three members. Sufficient attendance 
is not given.

Saturday 25:  Paid $1. for bushel of  meal. I have taken cold 
and am suffering with something like symptoms of  rheuma-
tism in my shoulder, neck and side of  my head - left side.

Sunday 26:  I listen to the ringing of  the Church Bells with 
peculiar pleasure on this pleasant mild Sabbath morning. We 
all went to church and I enjoyed the occasion. Our family be-
gin to make a group calculated to attract attention, and it 
would be idle for parents who possess ordinary pride and 
who love their children as I do, and look to them as much for 
society as I do, to deny some degree of  vanity in watching 
their debut in public. If  such pride be erroneous, it was on 
the best side.

Monday 27:  Paid for repairing ear ring 25 cents. I still suf-
fer with cold.

Tuesday 28:  Spent the day as usual. Paid drayman 10 
cents, 25 cents to mail-hack for bringing Wms. books.

87



Wednesday 1:  Paid William 25 cents for his debating society. 
Susan is quite sick. She has had a distressing cold some days and 
has resulted in fever and pain in the left side. I gave her medi-
cine.

Thursday 2:  Susan is still quite sick altho medicine had 
proper effect. Paid $1. for bushel of  meal.

Friday 3: Fever still continues and in the night I called in Dr. 
Graham who administered light prescription. Borrowed $12 
from Peter Rounsville. Paid initiation fee $4.25 to Division for 
William. Attended division, but little was done and an early ad-
journment.

Saturday 4:  Paid 25 cents for oranges. Two boats up but not 
water to take much cotton off. I borrowed $20 in Tennessee pa-
per from McCollum & Fellows. Susan is easier but still has fever.

Sunday 5: I started to Princeton to Court very reluctantly leav-
ing Susan, but the doctor thought I might leave her without un-
easiness. Every pain my little "Peck" suffers sinks deeply into my 
heart. A pleasant day and I rode to Mr. Fellows where I spent 
the night very pleasantly.

S.B. CITY OF CAMDEN

❖ “It is a new era in our lives as a family and we 
cannot but bring up in favorable contrast the past ten 
years with the present. The hardships and even wants 
of  necessaries, the mortifications and sore 
disappointments of  our past life ten years in 
embarrassment and under oppression. I rejoice and can 
but express my happiness in having over come in a 
great degree those embarrassments by perseverance 
altho not yet out of  debt, I feel that if  my life is spared 
without misfortune, I am now able to live 
comfortably.”
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Monday 6:  After attending to the business of  the day I 
went out to the farm in the evening and spent the night. 
Things seem to be getting on pretty well as far as I could see. 
The old ground corn is planted and the new ground broken 
up.

Tuesday 7:  Went in to town. I have only one case which is 
a Chancery case on docket.  I attended to this and some pri-
vate business among the people. Dined at Mr. Martins.

Wednesday 8:  Warm and sultry, also cloudy. Paid postage 
50¢ to Mallet and left 50¢ advance and spent the day in at-
tending minutely to the proceedings in Court, which it is nec-
essary for me to get into the practical usages of  this state. 
Night at Mr. Fellows.

Thursday 9:  After breakfast became more uneasy about Su-
san, and started home.  About 12 o'clock a severe rain set in 
and continued with scarce any interruption until I reached 
home a little after dark. Paid Whitfield my bill at Turnpike 
up to date $6.50 and to my great relief  found Susan better, 
but quite weak. I seldom have been more pleased and seldom 
more happy than in rejoining my little band, seeing Susy bet-
ter, getting out of  the rain to a good fire, and settling down to 
a good warm supper, for I had eaten nothing after breakfast, 
amidst the prating affection of  all the group.

Friday 10:  Cloudy without rain. Susan feeble but clear of  
fever.

Saturday 11:  Eveline quite sick, cold prevailing among us. 
River rising rapidly at last. This the first heavy rain on the 

Oachitta above this place since the 11th of  July last. No sea-
son since the remembrance of  man been so late is this in ris-
ing. There is very little cotton off  yet. Warehouses, sheds, 
banks and all covered with it. The seasons business has stood 
still in a manner for three months on that account.

Sunday 12: Pleasant weather still. All went to church. 
Steamboat Sarah brought up load groceries, etc.

Monday 13:  Had 20 bales my cotton from Lone Pine 
shipped to Webb Rawlings & Co. to meet the drafts which 
were refused by H. Terry & Co, and taken up by them. Had 
to pay $l.50 per bale freight.

Tuesday 14:  Spent the day as usual.  We are alarmed 
about the overflow at Lone Pine.

Wednesday 15:  In like manner. Vegetation is out quite 
green - very forward, complete spring weather.

Thursday 16:  Quite at my ease and comfort. This is doubt-
less one of  our happiest periods as a family. We meet with a 
cordial reception from the community. We are all in health, 
our affairs are in good condition as we could expect them to 
be. We are blending moderate social entertainment with read-
ing, study and industrial pursuits in doors and out. Temper-
ance and moderation prevails in all our actions and our ex-
pectations. It is a new era in our lives as a family and we can-
not but bring up in favorable contrast the past ten years with 
the present. The hardships and even wants of  necessaries, the 
mortifications and sore disappointments of  our past life ten 
years in embarrassment and under oppression. I rejoice and 
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can but express my happiness in having over come in a great 
degree those embarrassments by perseverance altho not yet 
out of  debt, I feel that if  my life is spared without misfortune, 
I am now able to live comfortably.

Friday 17:  I started out to the country partly to see the 
country and partly to give directions for taking depositions in 
the first case I was employed in handling. Quite a rainy day. I 
went to Dr. Nat Harris 23 miles out S. W. and spent the eve-
ning and night pleasantly, except that from fatigue and a little 
squeamishness. I was not right well. The Dr. is well informed, 
a trader, traveller, and observing man. I learnt some history 
of  men and things in the country that will be useful to me.

Saturday 18:  I went to my clients house - Mr. Fletcher in 
Columbia City, left papers, commissions, and instructions 
about depositions and crossed over into another road to re-
turn. Reached Mr. Woods for the night. Saw a better country 
than this neighborhood.

Sunday 19:  After dealing some deep cuts into Mr. Woods 
bacon and fried eggs, I rode into town and found the family 
about starting to church. I did not go. Cool morning.

Monday 20:  The river has not yet ceased rising. It is up to 
the cotton at Lone Pine. Shipped two bales by the McRae, 
this water being so in the way she would not take any more. 
It seems we must have too much or too little water.

Tuesday 21:  Paid $1.00 for one bushel meal. $l. for sugar 
last week and $1. for coffee. Sold my baruch to Ed Dickason 
for $125 in my own note to Evans which he gave me upon 

even trade. Rec’d from N. Orleans by Saturdays steamer 2 
barrels reboiled molasses at 18¢, a gallon, 1 bale hay and one 
barrel Irish potatoes, and lost one from the landing by leav-
ing them all night. They the extravagant sum of  $3.50 at N. 
Orleans. We are planting the potatoes.

Wednesday 22:  The ground is getting quite dry again. 
Paid 20 cents for a slate. $4. for 5 bu. meal. 37½¢ for halling 
up my articles from the landing.

Thursday 23:  As usual I have taken some cold and do not 
feel so well. I have been too active in my bowels for the last 
month, my liver is not acting properly.

Friday 24:  As usual. Attended the Division and paid 50¢ 
dues for Wm. and myself.

Saturday 25:  I started Hugh up day before yesterday to the 
farm to have a	load brought down.  

Sunday 26:  There have been three steam boats up the past 
week and cotton is going. I got off  my 7 bales remaining at 
Lone Pine on the Louisa. All went to the Methodist Church. 
It was a funeral occasion and very solemn.	

Monday 27:  I paid 50¢ to Esq. Whitfield for certifying 2 
deeds over to Dr. Bethel and the other to Ayers, agent for Ro 
Patterson. Also enclosed said deeds with Teters little bond to 
me for lot at Princeton to Robert Fuller at Princeton by Geo 
Lockbridge with instructions. I spent most of  the day at the 
landing, etc.
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Tuesday 28:  I spent the day as usual. Hugh got home leav-
ing my horse at the farm.

Wednesday 29:  At home as usual. I took a blue pill. My 
cold is worsting me. The waggon got down this morning, 
bringing us a fine supply of  butter and eggs of  which we 
were in need. Also some more chairs and furniture. Also 2 
bales cotton to Lone Pine. I sent up a barrel of  molasses and 
five sacks salt. Also 1 cast plow for which I paid Grant $3.50. 
Hugh’s ferriage and expenses 50¢.	

Thursday 30:  Paid Col. Thorn. $4.00 for eight bushels of  
corn I got in the winter. We had another very heavy rain in 
the night which was needed, cotton is still coming in rapidly 
and trade is brisk.	

Friday 31:  At home as usual. Weather still dry and the river 
falling.
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Saturday 1:  At home feeble and resting to try to get over my 
protracted cold.

Sunday 2:  I feel reduced and of  little force, my cold is shifting 
from my head to my breast.	

Monday 3:  Court commenced today. I am attended with inter-
est to get used to the practice. 

Tuesday 4:  As on yesterday. I brought but one suit only to this 
court. I have company every day to dinner and the ladies have 
callers after supper.

Wednesday 5:  As usual at court. Weather fine but I am still af-
flicted with cold.	

Thursday 6:  In like manner. There are but five cases of  impor-
tance before the Court but there is some novelty to me on the 
proceedings.

Friday 7:  In like manner. Nothing new or strange.	

Saturday 8:  In like manner, business progressing slowly. Judge 
Watson presiding.

DOWN THE RIVER

❖ “Started to N. Orleans on the Steamboat 
Rockaway....A cold morning, unfavorable for my cold. 
Uneasy about fire, as the boat is covered with torn 
bales of  dry cotton....At 2 o'clock went to Arcade and 
took room with some acquaintances from Arkansas. 
Took lunch 10¢....I passed a portion of  my time today 
as well as some former days in the ladies cabin, among 
whom I had some acquaintances....remained for the 
night at the tavern...”
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Sunday 9: I went to church as usual, spent balance of  the 
day in loitering debility. Altho I have no fever or acute pain, 
slight cough of  late.

Monday 10: Court still sitting and I am preparing to go to 
N. Orleans this week.	

Tuesday 11:  In like manner. I paid P. Rounsville $12. I had 
borrowed of  him, and he gave me $20 to purchase corn in N. 
Orleans for him. I also received $20 from Mr. Powel to buy 
Jewels for the Division. I made some little speeches on ques-
tions arising in the case I was employed in which was at last 
continued by the opposite party. The bar here are not strong, 
nor is there yet sufficient business to excite great exertions.	I 
have been promised another case.

Wednesday 12: In like manner. I closed the contract for a 
quarter section of  land in the neighborhood with Agee at 
$550 for which I gave my note with ten percent interest.

Thursday 13:  Started to N. Orleans on the Steamboat 
Rockaway. Closed the contract for ten bales cotton bought of  
C. M. Harvey at 9¢ with McC. & Fel. by note payable 1st 
March next and had it shipped by Rockaway to H. Terry Co.

Friday 14:  On our way to N. Orleans, rain yesterday and 
last night. Tolerably agreeable, passengers not numerous. 
Left Camden with light load, to take in by the way.

Saturday 15:  On way to N. Orleans. Still taking in cotton. 
Weather pleasant. Turned very cold tonight. I am still feeble 
but my appetite is improving. I am amusing myself  reading

Arkansas Law Reports, when I feel able, but am not fit to en-
joy company.

Sunday 16:  A cold morning, unfavorable for my cold. Un-
easy about fire, as the boat is covered with torn bales of  dry 
cotton.

Monday 17:  Sailed on safely, but not without uneasiness 
about fire.

Tuesday 18:  Landed early this morning. I am in very fee-
ble health and not well able to get around to attend to busi-
ness in the City. Paid passage $10, for shaving 25¢, to porter 
25¢. At 2 o'clock went to Arcade and took room with some 
acquaintances from Arkansas. Took lunch 10¢.  Saw my mer-
chants, collected  J. H. Carletons draft on Cleveland & Bros. 
$400 by check. Cotton has fallen, my sales as far as made at 
low prices say 9¼ and 8¼ cts. Shall lose largely by not get-
ting my cotton down in time. Money matters tolerably tight 
and my affairs not in as good a condition as I could wish 
here, but I will be able to get along. Supped at dark, returned 
to rest early and slept well. 

Wednesday 19:  Breakfasted and went out to business with 
all my strength, bought various bills of  goods, examined oth-
ers, but am too much hurried in order to return on the same 
boat.

Thursday 20:  In like manner. Bought more, made pay-
ments, got my goods to the boat and all ready for sailing in 
the evening. I bought dry goods of  H. H. Palmer & Co. 
about $200 which I paid by draft at 12 mos. on Henderson, 
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Terry & Co. My groceries of  Henderson for self  and  J. H. 
Carleton and had his consigned to Champagnola mine to 
Camden. Bought set of  Jewels for the Division at Camden 
$25. Bill of  carpeting for him, also furniture. Paid bill at Ar-
cade $4.75. To the cabman 50¢, lunch today and yesterday 
20¢. Fruit on the levy $2., paid $160 cash to Henderson and 
balance of  bill by draft on H. Terry & Co. at 4 months. I am 
exhausted and glad to get rest, altho I have not had time to 
do all I intended. But unhappily just as the bell rang, the 
crew jumped off  and struck for higher wages - say $75.00 per 
month. They are now receiving $60.00. So we lay here all 
night, very greatly against our will. These Irish, the lowest of  
their race, have been caressed and treated by Demagoging 
for their votes until they are spoilt. And they are so strong as 
to prevent others from serving.

Friday 21:  We are still at the landing without a crew, and 
cannot go up into the city on business for we do not know 
what moment a crew might be had. We spent the day in that 
sort of  suspense, which was rendered still more disagreeable 
as an excitement was gotten up among these Irish boatsmen, 
which produced a crowd of  hundreds of  them at the levee in 
front of  us, in rather a mob like movement, altho no act of  
violence was committed by them. By procuring another mate 
in the City, we brought a crew on board about sunset and we 
sailed. A pleasant sunshiny day which we have entirely lost. 
My health is improving but I am still much weakened. Paid 
passage $10, and bid farewell to the City. This has afforded 
me less satisfaction than any visit I ever made to the City.

Saturday 22:  We are sailing ahead on the Great Father of  
Waters with a smooth surface and clear skies, a pleasant com-
pany of  passengers and general good health except colds. My 
face is now turned on home and every hour is cheered with 
the pleasing idea of  shortly joining those I left at home in cor-
dial affection and sincerity.

Sunday 23:  In like manner. I spent the day in reading, 
sleeping, enjoying a splendid and well prepared dinner, and 
quietly thinking of  home with all its domestic comforts and 
delights.

Monday 24:  In like manner. I passed a portion of  my time 
today as well as some former days in the ladies cabin, among 
whom I had some acquaintances.

Tuesday 25: In like manner, we are now up in our own 
river Oachitta, which is the best little stream of  its breadth in 
the world I suppose for navigation up to the Shoals in Arkan-
sas. The boat is landing a great deal for freight at different 
landings.

Wednesday 26:  Landed at El Dorado landing and dis-
charged freight, and turned back thru not being water suffi-
cient to go up further. Now my freight is all stored. Mr. Carle-
ton's which I bought for him all landed at Champagnola, I 
stayed all night on the boat.

Thursday 27:  In the evening went to Champagnola and re-
mained for the night at the tavern. I felt very weak when I 
got there. There was considerable rain during the night and 
after a good quiet nights sleep I arose much refreshed.
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Friday 28: Paid bill $1.00. By the kindness of  Mr. Tobin I 
had a seat in a buggy and rode home today at my ease, where 
I found all well and in fine spirits, which were however a little 
cast down by the disappointment of  not getting the things I 
had purchased and had to leave at the landing. I forgot for 
the time my weakness in the joy over meeting of  my little 
flock. I also found Miss Betty Maddox whom I had left with 
them engaged in the female school and boarding with us.

Saturday 29:  At home, my paradise, but another change 
of  the weather has increased my cold. I regret to see that a 
heavy misfortune has fallen upon a part of  our wooden town. 
One large store and several shops burnt down, only in part 
insured. I am much disappointed in not getting up my sup-
plies. My waggon brought down 5 bales of  cotton and was to 
take back a load. I turned out and bought 1 bbl. pork of  Hill 
$16.00 also paid boy $1.00 for halling up my trunk form 
Champagnola and $1.00- William's contribution to the sup-
per 1st of  May. Also 50¢ dues to the Division, and am again 
out of  money.

Sunday 30:  I went to Church with the family before Noon 
and at night and am improving. The weather is strangely 
cold for the season, we had frost yesterday morning.
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Monday 1: In the evening I partook of  the May party enter-
tainment at the Female School. I witnessed a very interesting 
spectacle, about 100 pupils in neat, not to say splendid dress, 
decked with flowers, wreaths and bouquets in tasteful variety, 
and the Hall of  the school room decorated with evergreens and 
roses, with faces beaming with cheerfulness and youth, and each 
acting some part in the Drama of  the Coronation of  the Queen. 
All of  which was witnessed by a crowd of  well dressed, genteel 
spectators many of  whom were parents of  the young actors, pa-
trons of  the school, and manifesting by their joyous counte-
nances the pleasure they enjoyed at the appearance in perform-
ance of  a child or children in the Institution. About ten o'clock 
the occasion was improved by a bountiful collation prepared by 
the patrons of  the school and which afforded the gentlemen an 
opportunity of  displaying their gallantry as well as gratifying 
their appetites. Paul Cullen $3.75 balance on sale, $4.50 to 
McC. & F. freight bill.	

Tuesday 2:  As usual in listless and delicate health.	 I spent the 
day quietly at home.

LOWLANDS OUTSIDE OF CAMDEN

❖ “My feelings are of  a novel character in giving up my 
child and so extraordinary a child too. I have raised 
her to 21 years of  age, and from the time she was 
above the age of  childish fretfulness, say three years 
old, I have never had to use one harsh or unkind word 
to her. She has always anticipated my wishes with the 
most kind tho unostentatious filial affection. Always 
yielded to such provision in dress and everything else as 
my straightened circumstances made necessary without 
a murmur and has been a valuable prop to her mother 
in our struggles the last ten years.” 
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Wednesday 3:  I started up to my plantation in Dallas, and 
rode to Mrs. Owens the hospitality of  whose family I partook 
of  for the night. Borrowed dollars.

Thursday 4:  A drisling morning. I went to the old place 
and during the day looked over the farm and matters there. 
Things seem to be going on pretty well. The crop is planted 
in good order and time for the most part, and the corn crop 
nearly worked out. A bad stand of  corn on Smirls field, 
caused by too deep covering.	

Friday 5:  I left for home, paid Mr. Smirl $12.50 on his cot-
ton and took the girl Nancy behind me. Called at Princeton. 
Gave Montgomery and Green an order on Treasurer of  Trus-
tees at Princeton for $50 to be credited when received on 
their note due 1st June and to be applied in part satisfaction 
of  a draft, not paid on presentment by Henderson, Terry & 
Co. in their favor. Also gave Dr. Thomas an order for balance 
of  said note say about $58 to	be applied to my drafts on 
same, not paid on presentment in favor of  his firm. Dined at 
Rob’t Martin's and journeyed on thro the constant rain to 
Judge Thompsons, not without fear of  the effect of  getting 
wet on my cold, and partook of  his hospitality for the night. I 
soon had the benefit of  an excellent fire, good cup of  coffee 
dried out and hope I may not suffer much from the exposure.

Saturday 6:  I rode home, a cloudy day and rested balance 
of  the evening.	

Sunday 7:  I went to church, a fine pleasant day in delicate 
health. This evening is characterized by one of  the most im-
portant events in the history of  myself  or family. My dear 

daughter Margaret,who has been so long the center of  paren-
tal affection with me, and whose virtues and good sense have 
tended so greatly to console me in my troubles, WAS MAR-
RIED in the Baptist Church by Dr. Hartwell to J. H. CARLE-
TON, Esq. A crowded house proved the curiosity, if  not the 
actual interest, which this community took in the matter. So 
far as I can judge, she had made a prudent choice - A lawyer 
in fair practice, free from the dissipated habits which so gener-
ally prevail among the foremost young men of  this country, 
and a plain unsophisticated, persevering man, he seems to 
promise safety I hope for her. And I think their Union will be 
at least not an unhappy one.

Monday 8:  I am weak. My appetite good but my cold 
which was not diminished by getting wet the other day, still 
disqualifies me for enjoying the scenes around me, and which 
under other circumstances would have been gratifying and 
joyous to me. The day was spent in receiving the friendly 
calls of  our neighbors on the occasion of  Margaret's mar-
riage, and in making some preparations for Margaret's depar-
ture.

Tuesday 9:  This morning I parted with my dear first born 
child. They left in a buggy with Eveline as their servant. I 
sent her to wait on Margaret, and put Nancy in her place 
here until I can take Martha and her child from the farm, af-
ter the present crop. I have given the latter to Margaret and 
will pay the hire of  a woman until I send Martha. It is my in-
tention to give them Martha and Sally, her child, and a half  
section of  land which I will select as soon as convenient, in 
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value $2,000. or upwards. Mr. Carleton has his furniture, etc. 
ready to go to keeping house directly. They are making a 
practical matter of  it which is better. My feelings are of  a 
novel character in giving up my child and so extraordinary a 
child too. I have raised her to 21 years of  age, and from the 
time she was above the age of  childish fretfulness, say three 
years old, I have never had to use one harsh or unkind word 
to her. She has always anticipated my wishes with the most 
kind tho unostentatious filial affection. Always yielded to 
such provision in dress and everything else as my straight-
ened circumstances made necessary without a murmur and 
has been a valuable prop to her mother in our struggles the 
last ten years. In short she possesses a combination of  quali-
ties, personal, mental, moral and religious which I have never 
seen in any other woman. Altho painful to part with such a 
child it is a consolation to her parents to have reared and set 
forth in the world a child so valuable and so useful a member 
of  society. Her parents feel that they have acquitted them-
selves of  their duty to her and to society in her case and 
would fain hope that her example will not be lost on her 
brothers and sisters as well as others with whom she may asso-
ciate. I sent on board the Steamboat Louisa a large box of  
bedding, etc, to Mr. Carleton at Champagnola. I also gave 
my note due to Knowles for $25.10 for the cooking stove for 
him which I sent also. The money had been placed in my 
hands to buy the stove when I went to N. Orleans for Mr. C. 
The excitement of  the late scenes now over, we return to our 
quiet uniform course of  life, directing our efforts towards the 
education and advancement of  other children.

Wednesday 10:  I spent the day in reading and retirement. 
I have been but little in company when it was not really neces-
sary for the last two months. The state of  my health has ren-
dered me careless and in-different, and the pleasures of  soci-
ety insipid to me, my spirits have been depressed and the con-
cerns of  actual life have been as much as I have been willing 
to think about.

Thursday 11: I feel something better and more lively, some 
little more interest in active scenes around me but am still in 
a state of  mental and bodily lethargy.  We had a very heavy 
washing rain Tuesday night. The boats are getting up again.

Friday 12:  Spent the day as usual. I am reading Arkansas 
Law Reports.

Saturday 13:  Ground still wet and the water rising. I was 
much disappointed and chagrinned at not getting the freight 
from El Dorado by the Steamboat McRae today. We are 
greatly in need of  the articles. I have been truly unlucky in 
any connexion with the river this whole season. Ann & Clara 
still have distressing coughs.

Sunday 14: A fine pleasant warm day. I went to church 
morning and candlelight; and heard a good sermon both 
times. And spent the day mainly in reflextion and assisting 
William to prepare an address for the examination at the 
Academy.

Monday 15:  I spent the day at home as usual. In the after-
noon my supplies came up from the landing on the New 
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World and I am getting them up home on the waggon. It af-
fords us great relief  altho the charges on them are exorbitant.  

Tuesday 16:  We packed up several of  Mr. Carleton's arti-
cles which I had packed with mine at New Orleans, and also 
several articles which we gave him, put the box on board the 
New World and consigned it to Hill at Champagnola for Mr. 
Carleton. I paid freight bill to Clerk of  New World, also 
freight bill for Rockaway and storage bill to Johnson at El Do-
rado landing, in all $53.95 so that unlucky transaction is 
closed. I had to borrow $50. from Dr. Graham and $6 from 
McC. & F. to pay with. We are planting Irish potatoes this af-
ternoon. It cost about $3.37½ to have my articles halled up 
to my house. Thirty sacks of  corn came, of  which Peter 
Rounsville is to have $20 worth which he sent by me to buy 
corn. It cost 62¢ at N. Orleans, 25¢, per sack freight on the 
Rockaway, 6¢ storage at El Dorado and 6.3 freight on New 
World.

Wednesday 17:  I opened and weighed out three hogshead 
of  sugar, gross at New Orleans 1040 lbs, but which I paid for 
936 lbs. It weighs out here about 880 lbs. losing only about 
44 to 60 lbs out of  this. I am to supply Mr. Smirl and Also-
brook at cost. So I have got my supplies for the year mostly at 
home. Now I have to struggle with cash matters for the bal-
ance. My misfortunes in the delay of  the river, the rise of  
freight ($1.50) for cotton per bale, the interest and advances 
to be paid on what my cotton would have discharged in the 
early part of  the season, if  I could have got it to market, and 
last but not least the vast quantity of  corn I had to buy at the 

farm, and my meal and corn here at $1.00 per bushel. With 
all my best management, financing and economy such a com-
bination of  untoward and unavoidable circumstances make it 
a serious season for me. It is obliged to be a losing year any 
way I can fix it, but I will hope for better things another year.

Thursday 18:  I spent the day at home as usual. I assisted 
William in preparing a speech for his examination. I am car-
rying on Hugh in his studies and Henry Clay in his spelling 
book to considerable advantage. Hugh has taken up English 
grammar and is acquiring a knowledge of  it very fast.

Friday 19:  Rain again. I am gradually getting over my ail-
ing. Clara has an attack of  the rheumatism in the head, 
which seems to have succeeded her cold and cough. There 
seems to have been some peculiarity in the state of  the atmos-
phere this whole winter and spring to have kept up colds, of  
a peculiar kind, mostly have a tendency to muscular effects, 
pain in the neck, enlargement of  the glands sometimes sore 
throat and shifting from the head to the lungs and from the 
lungs to the head, etc. This has been my case. I have been af-
fected variously but without any fever for 3 months and a 
good deal reduced.

Saturday 20:  I spent the day as usual except reading part 
of  one of  Cicero's orations in the original and Benton's 
speech against the Nebraska bill as it is called, with his views 
on that subject I agree and consider it a good sound argu-
ment, and well timed, when we make a little allowance for its 
Bentonian-tone.
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Sunday 21:  More rain. Louisa landed with a large freight. 
Spent the day in reading and teaching the children. Clara suf-
fered a good deal with her head and jaw.

Monday 22:  A damp morning, some heavy rain during the 
day. A new subject of  excitement has broken out today. A gen-
tleman landed yesterday sick whose case is pronounced small 
pox. He is domiciled in the centre of  town and there is of  
course a great alarm, what the result is to be we know not, 
but it is breaking up our schools and business of  the town for 
the present.

Tuesday 23:  Another damp morning. The confusion and 
alarm is very great this morning. The boarders are all leaving 
and many families. I hope it will not spread. We will hold still 
and take precautions against the disease and I think there will 
be but little danger.

Wednesday 24:  I spent the day at home teaching the chil-
dren. There is no school now in either academy. This alarm 
is quite a disaster to our town at present.

Thursday 27:  In like manner, my health is getting better, 
and the family are getting over the colds which have so long 
and so seriously afflicted us. I have not been myself  for the 
last three months which would otherwise have been to me the 
happiest time I have spent for many years. We have had an 
excess of  rain and high waters.

Friday 26:  In like manner. Things have become quiet about 
small pox and no appearance of  any new case. Weather is get-
ting some warmer and still unsettled and river rising.

Saturday 27:  I started for Dallas County to see how things 
were coming on at the farm but it rained heavy and the wa-
ters were rising so that I declined the trip for the present and 
got home before dark having ridden about 30 miles.

Sunday 28:  At home - a pleasant day. I feel quite improved 
but have taken some new cold by getting wet yesterday. I am 
bothered about money to buy corn for the farm, I am how-
ever more composed in mind, and better reconciled with my 
present lot and prospects ahead than I have been for many 
years. My main object is to prepare the children for entering 
on life respectably and acting a respectable part and I hope 
my strict economy and strict attention to them to accomplish 
it.

Monday 29:  I spent the day as usual reading, and attending 
to the children. I have just received N. Websters large edition 
of  his dictionary which I consider very valuable addition to 
my means of  information for myself  and especially my fam-
ily. It is highly a interesting table companion to the reader 
and student, and stands next in a family seeking intelligence 
to the family Bible.  Cotton is going lower and lower and 
money matters particularly tight among the N. O. merchants.

Tuesday 30:  The face of  this part of  the earth is saturated 
with rain. The river rising rapidly. I am anxious about my 
plantation but cannot get up to it on horseback, nor can I go 
out on my trip across the country on account of  the waters. 
So I have to content myself  as I can at home.

Wednesday 31:  At home as usual. Reading and teaching.
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Thursday 1: The river is running.  At home as usual, reading 
law, etc.

Friday 2: In like manner. We have steamboats enough now. 
The town is very still. The alarm of  small pox, altho now at an 
end in town deters the people of  the country from coming in. 
Also the condition of  the crops from the grass by wet weather.

Saturday 3:  River about at a standstill. Higher than it has 
been this season.

Sunday 4:  We went to church as usual. Spent the day at ease, 
some friends to dinner.

Monday 5: I am examining a case of  some importance under 
the statute of	 fraud.	

Tuesday 6: In like manner. The river is slightly declining.

Wednesday 7:  Rain early this morning. William and Hugh 
started to the farm and got a horse of  Mr. McCargo across the 
bottom and had to walk across. I started to El Dorado to see my 
dear child Margt. I arrived there in the evening, and rejoice to 
see her well and doing well and happy. Mr. Carleton has fixed 

FREDERICK NOTREBE

❖ “About 12 o'clock got on board of  S. B. Governor 
Meigs and sailed on down to the Post, landed in the 
mud a little after dark. Had a difficult time wading 
through it to the high ground, got to Old Marie Joana 
Tavern met some old acquaintances and under a good 
mosquito bar rested pretty well in the old Castle where 
the old proprietor Notrebe a few years back held such 
sway, surrounded by wealth and comfort, all going to 
ruin, another evidence of  the mutability of  early 
acquisitions.”

❖ Notrebe was an early Arkansas settler from France.
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up in a very prudent and at the same time very comfortable 
manner. The day was warm and the mosquitoes and flies 
bad, but I soon felt happy in the affectionate treatment of  my 
children. It is a strange sensation however which springs up 
by being in the house and under the hospitality of  my own 
child. Altho I have looked to it as the termination of  my im-
mediate care of  her for some time past, yet it seems more like 
a dream to me than a reality, and I think and hope she has 
made a prudent disposition of  herself. Mr. C. is attentive to 
his business, has a respectable practice in the law and pos-
sesses perhaps something over $3,000 of  his own to start on. 
I am giving Margaret $2,000 or upwards. This is a good be-
ginning for Industry and prudence to build upon so I feel no 
further concern about Margaret in a pecuniary point of  view 
unless some unforeseen misfortune should overtake them. 
They went right to work in the right way and I have confi-
dence in their success and happiness. After eating my first 
meal in a child’s house, all well appointed and cheerfully, and 
chatting with feelings which none but a parent can realize, I 
retired to rest and had a comfortable night's repose, not with-
out lively feelings of  gratitude to Him who holds the destiny 
of  all in His Hands for His goodness to me and mine.

Thursday 8:  I remained and attended the Court in session. 
All is new to me here except a few familiar faces whom I rec-
ognize as acquaintances of  a former day almost a former 
age. The town is a handsome one and there is enough of  
good society if  properly used to make the residence of  a 
clever family agreeable and pleasant.

Friday 9:  I spent the day in like manner, easy and happy in 
the affection of  my child and her husband and the kind recep-
tion of  acquaintances. An exceedingly heavy rain fell this eve-
ning and night.

Saturday 10:  I spent the day in like manner. Paid 37½¢ for 
clerks certificate and seal to deed to E. S. Tappan and 10¢ for 
tobacco.

Sunday 11:  I went with Mr. C. & M. to preaching, then 
went by pressing invitation to dinner at Col. Reists with a 
number of  other gentlemen. Ate a good, generous dinner 
and returned. In the evening in like manner supped with Col. 
Y. and others, returned and went to preaching with Mr. C. & 
M. & heard a pretty good Methodist sermon.

Monday 10: After breakfast I tore myself  away from the 
tearful entreaties of  my child and rode home getting pretty 
wet from a heavy rain on the way. After leaving El Dorado an-
other set of  feelings thronged upon my mind. I had been ab-
sent near a week from all my little flock at home. Their im-
ages passed in review before my mind and claimed a place 
there, and my anxiety to meet them again sufficiently im-
pelled me homeward to make my journey as short as the 
safety of  my horse would allow. I reached therein the evening 
and found all well and ready to receive me in open arms and 
hear from their absent sister. Such are some of  the parents 
happiest days, tho not unmingled with care.

Tuesday 13: At home. Paid 60¢ for bristol board paper for 
Ann. Read some and wrote some.
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Wednesday 14:  At home as usual.

Thursday 15:  In like manner. River still up. Heavy rain at 
night.

Friday 16:  Started on a trip. Went to the farm and reached 
there at dark. Found all well.

Saturday 17:  Went over the crop and remained at Mr. 
Smirl's until dinner. They are badly in the grass and the crop 
injured. Ground too wet to plow. The boys are helping and I 
leave them for another week to try to save it as much as possi-
ble. I went by the way of  Princeton to Mr. Benj. Cooksays 
and spent the night pleasantly. Tom got a load of  corn today 
from Mr. Cooksay and I engaged enough to do us at 75¢ per 
bushel for which I am to give my note payable Christmas.

Sunday 18: I went over to Dr. Rhodes and by pressing invi-
tation stopped until the morning, resting under the very com-
fortable hospitality of  the Doctor. Weather hot. Paid ferriage 
at the Saline 20¢. River pretty well up but not impassable.

Monday 19:  I started after breakfast and reached Pine 
Bluff  about 2 o'clock. Stopped at White's Tavern, and con-
cluded to leave my mule and take the mail boat next day 
down to the Post. Remained at Whites for the evening. I en-
tered a half  section of  land laying adjoining my bottom field 
on the West - state land - giving my note to the State at $1.25 
per acre five installments.

Tuesday 20:  About 12 o'clock got on board of  S. B. Gover-
nor Meigs and sailed on down to the Post, landed in the mud 
a little after dark. Had a difficult time wading through it to 

the high ground, got to Old Marie Joana Tavern met some 
old acquaintances and under a good mosquito bar rested 
pretty well in the old Castle where the old proprietor Notrebe 
a few years back held such sway, surrounded by wealth and 
comfort, all going to ruin, another evidence of  the mutability 
of  early acquisitions.

Wednesday 21:  Arose and waited until dinner for my 
agent to come in. Afterwards went to searching records, etc. 
to ascertain the condition of  my lands in this county.

Thursday 22:  Pursued our examinations closely through-
out the day. Find my lands some sold for taxes, some forfeited 
to the State and sold by the Auditor, and altogether in bad 
fix. I have been so hard pressed for money and this County 
was so inconveniently situated with careless officers, that I 
could not rely upon, it has been a sore affair for me and I 
shall lose greatly by the operation. I confirmed the sale made 
by Mr. Haliburton, my agent to Col. Tatton 160 acres for 
$480. One third cash, of  which Mr. H. advanced me $50. 
Balance at one and two years for 23d March last.

Friday 23:  In like manner. I examined the statutes etc. very 
carefully and shall stand suit if  I cannot compromise about 
my lands. The proceedings are not legal and in some cases ab-
solutely void. Directed my agent to pay my bill $4.50 at tav-
ern and also the recording of  two deeds, got aboard of  the 
Mail boat and sailed up the river. Weather very hot and some 
rumors of  cholera on the river and some deaths on some 
plantations. 
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Saturday 24:  We landed at Pine Bluff  about 12 - paid pas-
sage down $3. and same up. Paid bill at Pine Bluff  $3.50 self  
and mule, and rode out to Woods 18 miles that evening, suf-
fered much for water on the way and had poor fare.

Sunday 25:  Paid bill 50¢ and thence to Saline at Grizzards 
ferry 20¢ ferriage. Suffered exceedingly with heat and exhaus-
tion, got to Col. Atkinsons and rested for the afternoon and 
night, during which time I recovered a good deal.

Monday 26:  After early breakfast rode home near forty 
miles, greatly fatigued. 10¢ for ferriage at Ouachitta. I rejoice 
to be home again. This has been a fatiguing trip and think 
the weather is as hot as I have ever experienced. Found the 
boys home also.

Tuesday 27:  Rested at home and read my papers. Town 
still healthy. 1 enclosed by mail to Robert Fuller $5. Louisi-
ana bill to pay a little note he holds on me in favor of  ____.

Wednesday 28:  At home as usual. Weather continues ex-
ceedingly warm day & Night.

Thursday 29:  Devoted to reading newspapers and teach-
ing the children. William began school today.

Friday 30:  In like manner. I returned to Dr. Graham $15 
of  the fifty borrowed from him some time back. (Examina-
tion tonight)
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Saturday 1: In like manner spent the day. Went at night to the 
singing at the academy. Miss Betty Maddox returned.

Sunday 2: I went to Baptist Church with the family. In the eve-
ning we were cheered by the arrival of  Margaret and Mr. Carle-
ton. Margt. is in doubtful health but not seriously sick. So we 
are all together once more and spent a happy evening.  A happy 
circle of  parents and their eight children. All in health and ex-
hilarated spirits. All united in sympathy, love and undissembled 
affection. Every bosom bounding with joy and every counte-
nance speaking cheerfulness and rejoicing.

Monday 3:  Spent the day in like manner. Mr. Carleton went 
on to Little Rock to attend the Supreme Court. Margt. will re-
main with us until he returns. I omitted to mention last Friday 
evening the performance of  the students of  the male school at 
the Episcopal church, which passed off  pretty well, William de-
livered his speech which I had helped him to prepare for the oc-
casion very well and gained great credit for it. We all attended.

Tuesday 4th JULY: The morning of  this notable Anniversary 
passed off  without notice. In the course of  the day however the 

HUDSON-JONES HOUSE

❖ Following Arkansas' admittance to the Union in 
1836, the Tennessee-based Somerville Land Company 
was formed and subsequently purchased from the new 
state land that is now Manchester Township, Clark 
County.  A member of  the company, Thomas C. 
Hudson, moved to the Manchester community in 
1937 and about 1840, Hudson built a more 
auspicious dwelling.  The Hudson-Jones House 
represents the economic success of  the pre-Civil War 
agricultural society of  southwest Arkansas. John 
Brown was a shareholder in the land company.
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Declaration was read and a speech by Mr. Southwick and a 
considerable parade to the Bank of  the River about a mile 
above, called a fish fry which afforded the people much pleas-
ure. Ann and Susan went out by invitation. The historic per-
formance came off  tonight but none of  us attended. Weather 
still very warm and suffering for rain.

Wednesday 5:  At home. Another disappointment in my fi-
nancial matters gives me new anxiety. My commission house 
Henderson, Terry & Co. have refused to accept a draft which 
I drew in favor of  Webb Rawlings & Co. for $500 and which 
I thought was well understood by all parties when I left N. Or-
leans. I regret it on various accounts. I wrote them a plain let-
ter and requested settlement of  our affairs. I shall have to 
look out for another house which I regret. I was not satisfied 
with their course last winter but concluded to bear something 
rather then make a break and change.

Thursday 6:  At home. Rain passing around but none here 
yet. Exceedingly hot. This day came off  the railroad barbe-
cue. I sent Edmund 3 days to assist and Clara sent 1 doz. ap-
ple pies and corn and light bread. We all attended and the 
ceremony of  breaking ground was conducted with much in-
terest. Several speeches, etc. 1000 people.

Friday 7:  I omitted to state that on Wednesday evening I 
went to the Ball at the Ouachitta House with Ann H., her 
first visit to such an occasion. Retired shortly after twelve 
o'clock with my charge and I am sorry to record the fact that 
the wine and spirits had flowed too freely for ladies to remain 
much longer with propriety. Our community needs reforma-

tion in this particular. Ann H. ventured during the evening to 
appear on the floor. I consider it proper that every young 
lady should occasionally attend such parties when genteelly 
conducted, as a means of  learning the forms of  society and 
acquiring the confidence necessary to be at ease in company. 
I paid $1.50 for our part of  our hack hire to and from the 
barbecue and $1.50 for Margaret. Also paid $2.50 for the 
ball tickets. We partook of  no other of  the amusements or ex-
penses. Paid for 1 doz. peaches 10¢ and sent by Mr. E. Harris 
$11. to Thos Evans to credit of  G. W. Smirl. Paid $1. for but-
ter and $2.10 for Post Office. Also 25¢ for stamps. 

Saturday 8: At home as usual. Reading and instructing the 
children.

Sunday 9:  Went to church with the family. A slight drisling 
rain now, scarcely lays the dust, air cooler and quite pleasant. 
Our vegetables are burning up.

Monday 10:  Made my first effort at fishing in the 
Ouachitta. Took a small mess in about two hours. Balance of  
the day as usual.

Tuesday 11:  Attempted fishing but was unsuccessful. Spent 
the day as usual. Edmund worked for Mr. Darnell for 50 cts. 
which was paid. Last night and today were cool.

Wednesday 12:  Settled with Ben Scott for his cotton. Gave 
him my note for $49.82 due with 10 percent interest. This in-
cludes $25 which I had assumed to Thomas & Co. and took 
in my draft on T. H. & Co. which was returned. I am to have 
a credit with Thomas on the draft for the amount. A cool 
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morning and still very dry. Clara and I signed and enclosed 
to Mr. Humphreys at Mt. Lebanon, a power of  Attorney to 
Ben Hawes to collect, etc. in Kentucky for the heirs. (Mr. 
Humphreys being husband of  Ann Coleman Humphreys, sis-
ter of  Clara Coleman Brown) Bought and paid for 10# of  
beef  at 5¢ a pound.

Thursday 13:  Weather still dry. Nothing of  unusual occur-
rence.

Friday 14: Spent the day as usual. Margaret complaining a 
good deal.

Saturday 15:  In like manner. Mr. Carleton returned from 
Little Rock.

Sunday 16: Spent the day as usual.

Monday 17:  Mr. C. & Margt. returned home and took with 
them Dick to remain some time with his Big Sister. She 
thinks he will be great company for her.

Tuesday 18:  At home in uncertain health and low spirits. 
My boys are not as attentive to their studies as I would like to 
see them and my money matters are pinching me.

Wednesday 19:  Started to the interior on business, rode to 
Mr. Stokes around by Blacks. An exceedingly hot day. I am 
starving to correct my health. Much fatigued.

Thursday 20: Went thro Princeton to my farm. Found all 
well and the crop almost lost. I feel it very severely. It will 
make it very difficult to get along, a sad misfortune for me at 
present but the thing is done and what can't be cured must be 

endured. My negroes do badly and I ought to have employed 
a strict overseer who would have pushed them up. They have 
not worked. Weather very warm and beginning to suffer for 
rain. I took up a little note of  $5. from Fuller. Smirl to Bate-
man on acct. of  which I am entitled to a credit with Smirl for 
$5.50. I gave him the note. Spent the day in looking over the 
place. The field of  corn at the house is all that is good on the 
place.

Friday 21:  Left the place much chagrinned at the misman-
agement and consequent failure of  my crop. I rode to Mr. N. 
Jones where I tarried for the night.

Saturday 22:  Went over to K. Jones’ and dined. Thence to 
Montray, thence to my early friend James Trigg's where I 
spent the night under the utmost hospitality and kindness. I 
am out to try to sell some of  my land and to find out its 
value.

Sunday 23:  I remained with Mr. Trigg until evening, then 
rode up to Arkadelphia and put up at Spencer Tavern. Excep-
tionally hot and dry. I rode out with Mr. Trigg today, saw 
some of  the bottom corn which is very fine. Saw most of  my 
half  section 17, adjoining Trigg. It is a poor tract and will not 
command $1.00 an acre.

Monday 24:  I attended to some business, attempted to sell 
my remaining interest in land in that community but failed 
and then paid bill $1.75 and rode out nine miles to Mr. 
Rogers for the night. Arkadelphia is improving and will make 
a respectable town for Arkansas. I ran out of  change of  
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which I had very little when I left home and borrowed $2.50 
from Mr. Flannigan.

Tuesday 25:  Paid bill $1.00 for very poor fare and rode on 
to Dr. Smiths where I dined and rested until the afternoon. 
Paid 50¢ bill and went on to Tenyers for the night. This 
county of  Clark embraces a great deal of  good land but is 
now suffering severely by the drought. The heat and drought 
is severe but I have stood my trip very well.

Wednesday 26:  Paid bill $1.00 and rode home. Cloudy 
and pleasant this morning for the first time since I left home. 
Found all well at home, and I rested the balance of  the day 
quite listlessly among my own little ones, deploring the want 
of  the money I had hoped to raise on my trip and the loss of  
my cotton crop so necessary to me.

Thursday 27:  I spent the day at home, reading, writing 
and teaching.

Friday 28:  In like manner. Our garden is literally dried up. 
We have a few small watermelons, few apples which we have 
divided pretty freely with our neighbors. Our fig tree is wor-
thy of  notice. It commenced ripening about the first of  June. 
The first crop was thin but shortly afterwards the later fruit 
has afforded an abundant supply for the last 5 or 6 weeks. 
These are almost the only means we have had of  repaying 
the kindness of  our neighbors. I know not what we are to do 
for vegetables.

Saturday 29:  Being tendered a seat in a buggy by Dr. Fos-
ter, I rode out to the place of  speaking by the Candidates, 

some 8 miles south of  Camden. I heard them and with re-
gret, that I had to live and the prospects of  my children to be 
shaped in a community which had to select among men so 
illy fitted for legislation. The results of  democratic supremacy 
are displaying themselves most palpably. Men who are quali-
fied to fill the offices so seldom can be elected that they will 
not bring themselves down to low electioneering necessary to 
obtain them, and run the risk of  being defeated by some 
blackguard. The meeting however was well attended and all 
passed of  harmoniously.

Sunday 30:  I went to church with the family, as usual.

Monday 31:  At home as usual. We have a poor market and 
hard living. Edmund has received $1 for two days work. Paid 
out $1 for butter and $1, for beef  and eggs, etc. I rec’d one 
half  of  $100 bill from Mr. Haliburton at the Post of  acct. of  
land sold to Tatten. Also his notes due at one and two years 
for 160 each paid over to Richmonds $6 on account of  books 
which they bought for me at the East - Webster's dictionary 
and "Salad for the Solitary."
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Tuesday 1: Now we are panting and almost gasping in the 
heat and dust and not a drop of  rain yet. We are however in 
good health and ought not to complain.

Wednesday 2:  At home as usual. Much of  my pleasure now is 
in dallying with my good little child Clara who has become fond 
of  me and certainly is one of  the loveliest little innocents. Henry 
is improving well in his spelling and Hugh is getting on rather 
reluctantly with the English grammar.

Thursday 3:  At home as usual. Paid for P.O. Stamps 60¢.

Friday 4: At home. In the evening indulged in taking brandy 
pretty freely, which I took however purely as a medicine, but it 
took possession of  my head which I regretted. My liver has felt 
the want of  some stimulus for some time, and its action very ir-
regular threatening indigestion and depression of  spirits. The 
brandy relieves it but affects me otherwise strangely.

Saturday 5:  At home feeling badly the effects of  the stimulus 
of  yesterday.

THE IMPORTANCE OF WEATHER

❖ It is hard today to realize how important the weather 
was on day to day life 150 years ago.  When John 
Brown was on the plantation, the quantity of  rain 
(not too much and not too little) was important for his 
crops but when he moved to Camden it became even 
more important.  The economy of  Camden was 
dependent on the shipping of  cotton down the 
Ouachita River and bringing essential goods up the 
river.  No rain upstream and there wasn’t enough water 
for steamboats to navigate the river.  No rain locally 
meant no vegetables.
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Sunday 6:  At home feel better. My liver is restored in a con-
siderable degree to its healthy action.

Monday 7:  I am quite well and my digestive powers getting 
right again. This is the day of  election - much excitement. I 
however am taking no active part in it. 'The Democrats as 
usual are out managing the Whigs. The Whigs playing their 
usual game of  dividing among themselves, and by dividing 
losing their strength.

Tuesday 8:  At home as usual. Paid 20¢ I owed to ferry man 
- Hills ferry. Weather still hot and dry. A light shower tonight 
only enough to lay the dust. Paid 50¢ for chickens and rec’d 
50¢ for Edmunds labor. Clara has had dysentery attendant 
on teething for two days which I fear is going to be difficult 
with her at this season of  the year. 

Wednesday 9:  At home as usual. Paid Mr. Owen $4.50 bill 
for corn and fodder which Thom brought and borrowed the 
same from McC. & Fel. I put in the P. O. last night letter to S. 
M. Webb at Tulip containing draft for $543.30 favor of  Ro. 
Martin which is in full of  all balances to Martin.

Thursday 10:  At home as usual. I am spending my time 
rather listlessly this hot weather and I am taking a part in the 
nursing of  my little angel Clara, who is quite sick, teething I 
suppose, but it is reducing her, and she is delicate and behind 
the usual age for the first teeth which together with the ex-
treme heat creates apprehension of  her getting thru safe. 

Friday 11:  In like manner. Clara had fever tonight. I read 
law occasionally but not to much advantage. If  I can keep all 
well and learn the children some it is all I can do.

Saturday 12:  I have had much solicitude about my little in-
fant and stay with her pretty closely.

Sunday 13:  At home as usual. Went to church and at-
tended to my child. Heat and drought continues.

Monday 14:  At home. Waggon and team with Tom & Wil-
lis arrived this morning. Went to getting firewood for winter 
and post and railing for enclosing my lots.

Tuesday 15: In like manner. Our infant suffered much last 
night. I am giving her medicine to restrain her bowels, but 
feel much concerned about her getting teeth. Paid for water-
melons 25¢.

Wednesday 16: In like manner. I am much at a loss to get 
provender for my team, so severe is the drought that every 
planter around is holding up what he has made for a scarcity. 
Clara is better today but not well.

Thursday 17:  Rain at last. A good season the first at this 
place since June. The health of  the town and country is excel-
lent but the crops almost a failure, except in some particular 
neighborhoods where there has been rain. Clara was very ill 
tonight. I am exceedingly depressed on her account. We were 
up all night with her. The sufferings of  the dear patient little 
innocent sink deeply into my heart and sympathies. I am of  
little account to myself  or any one else today except so far as 
I can alleviate her sufferings.
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Friday 18:  A rainy evening. I presume a general rain. Our 
garden is dried up and there is but little that rain can help. 
The atmosphere however, is pleasant and we are free from 
dust. Clara is some better and I slept most of  the day. Dr. 
Hobson visited her yesterday. We had on yesterday a fine 
breakfast and dinner of  fish, fresh from the river.

Saturday 19:  William started to El Dorado to see Margt. 
and family. Balance of  us at home as usual. In the evening 
Thom went and caught us a fine mess of  fish. My team is run-
ning constantly now. Brings in 3 loads a day.

Sunday 20: We transplanted a part of  our parched cabbage 
plants into missing potato hills. We have a few of  each living.

Monday 21:  Spent the day as usual. I am living an easy life 
tho an anxious one. I have but little to do, and reading and 
instructing the children is my principal employment these 
days. I am reading one of  DeBows numbers, which contains 
an account of  Cuba today. This enlightens me much on that 
subject. In the afternoon I rode out nine miles West to Mr. 
Wilders, an old Fayette City acquaintance to get some oats 
and spent the night pleasantly.

Tuesday 22:  I returned home and sent my waggon out for 
the oats, got 25 doz. bundles at 30 cts. 

Wednesday 23:  I spent the day at home comfortably and 
composedly. Our fare is simple and sound and our health 
good generally. I had to give Hugh and Henry each a dose of  
calomel yesterday to correct their bowels. William came 

home and left Margt and family well. My little runaway Dick 
it seems does not want to come home.

Thursday 24:  I paid for a basket 25¢ and previously 25¢ 
borrowed of  Miss Maddox for marketing in my absence. Ed-
mund worked a day for Butler towards what I owed him for 
halling. A fine shower again today. Clara is feeble and only 
one tooth yet. We have to take great care in nursing her and 
give her a portion of  chalk mixture almost daily to keep her 
bowels in check.

Friday 25:  At home as usual. Bought a quarter of  shoat of  
Paget at 8¢ per lb. I am reading law occasionally and by way 
of  relaxation a number of  DeBows magazine. I attended the 
Division of  the Sons in the evening. Paid contribution for fix-
ing up room, clothing, etc. $1.00 and for William $1.00.

Saturday 26:  At home as usual. Spent the day in the shade 
at my ease. Rec’d by mail from P. Jordan letter enclosing 
$100, bill in part of  the price of  land warrant which I sent on 
to him for sale and which he very promptly sold for $180.  
My Whig commenced coming to this office. I as usual at-
tended the singing at the female institute. Although I cannot 
sing, I am fond of  hearing it and like to look on to the amuse-
ments of  the young. Dr. Hartwell practices his pupils and 
other every Saturday night and hour or two at the academy.

Sunday 27:  Clara is still feeble and not quite so well. Her 
condition is one of  much concern to us. I gave her a portion 
of  the Turpentine mixture. I attended church as usual. Dined 
today very satisfactorily on a piece of  tender venison sent us 
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by our kind neighbor Mrs. Moon. We have fine summer 
weather tho very warm.

Monday 28:  I paid McC. & Fel. back $30 which I got of  
them a few weeks since. Also, paid to J. McArgo for D. Also-
brook on acct. of  his cotton note $8.60 and ten percent inter-
est together $10.03. Also to the same for G. M. Smirl note 
$20.61 favor of  N. W. & J. S. Richmond and ten percent int, 
$1.34, making $21.50. Returned to J. S. Rainy $25. bor-
rowed of  him. Paid to Mr. Powell two dollars on acct. that 
amount he paid for me to the Division. Paid 50¢ for market-
ing and one dollar 20 cts. on acct. of  Williams expenses to El 
Dorado. Paid for meal $2. at $l. per bushel.

Tuesday 29:  At home as usual, engaged in drawing bill of  
Injunction and examining law books. Clara has continued so 
delicate that she requires our constant attention day and 
night. She is better however, and has a peculiar fancy for 
chicken soup, on which diet she is improving. Paid 30¢ for 
fish which we enjoyed very much.

Wednesday 30:  As usual at home. Edmund worked a sec-
ond day for Butler, which pays him up for all the halling I 
owed him. The weather is unusually warm, night and day. By 
care in nursing and diet Clara is improving.

Thursday 31:  At home as usual. Rec’d by mail the second 
half  of  $100 from Mr. Halliburton. My team is running con-
stantly. I have a fine supply of  firewood and posts, rails, etc. I 
am making a good strong post and rail enclosure of  small sta-
ble lot.
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Friday 1:  I paid. McC. & Fel. Rob’t Martin's bill for corn 
$18.75, and also paid Dr. Graham $35. which I borrowed from 
him some two months ago. Paid to B. Powell $7.50 balance of  
A. H.'s corn bill.

Saturday 2:  I went on my way to Princeton as far as Mr. Wil-
liamsons for the night. A hot dry, dusty ride. Paid at Lone Pine 
ferry to Quarles $5. on my ferriage bill.

Sunday 3: Went on to my farm and spent the day and night. I 
find all in good health but the crop burning up with drought. 
Can make but little cotton.

Monday 4: Paid Mr. Smirl $20 on account of  his cotton. Went 
to Court and sent my horse back to the farm. Put up at Linsays. 
Dined at Col. Martin's. Paid Alsobrook $7.50 on acct. of  his cot-
ton. Paid William Owen $2.25 for meal which Smirl got.

Tuesday 5:  Attended the Court and obtained a draw in Jones 
case vs. Peters. I feel a peculiar self  congratulation in being in so 
much better condition than I have been many times at this town 
in Court times, altho fees are scarce. I am giving strict attention 
to the proceedings in court, as there are some able lawyers and 

LONE PINE FERRY

❖ Lone Pine Ferry is described by J. B. Nunn (grandson 
of  John Nunn) by letter in 1936. “Lone Pine Ferry 
was just below the St. Louis Southwestern Railway 
bridge... My father, Ira Nunn, owned it at an early 
date but cannot state positively that he opened it. I 
have some papers showing that he secured a license to 
run a ferry there...This ferry was used by settlers from 
the eastern states coming to Ark. and going to Texas. It 
was also used by freight wagons hauling freight from 
Gaines Landing after the river became too low for 
boats to reach Camden via the Ouachita.”
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well acquainted with the Arkansas practice present and en-
gaged.

Wednesday 6:  Attended Court in like manner. Heard some 
interesting discussions. Met with Calhouns published 
speeches for the first time with which I found entertaining, in 
the evening and morning. Paid Mr. Barlow $1. acct due his 
brother.

Thursday 7:  In like manner. Supped and stayed with Col. 
Martin all night and for breakfast. Took up my note from 
Fuller Trustees on account of  cotton purchased and Martin 
entered satisfaction of  the Deed on the margin of  the record 
book. Delivered to Montgomery and Green six sacks salt to 
be sold at $4. and credited on my draft.

Friday 8:  Court adjourned this morning. I rec’d from S. G. 
Smith, Esqr. $7.65, the taxes which I had paid on 200 acres 
of  land sold to Patterson for last 3 years and got his rec’t for 
the deed in satisfaction of  an alleged claim for a note of  Col. 
Bayless collected. Paid my bill $2. and on debt to Lindsay for 
doctoring my horse last year bill $2. and also made and deliv-
ered to George Lea a confirmatory instrument correcting a 
call in the Deed which I had previously made to Joyner. Went 
out to the farm and spent the day in examining into things 
there. They are now gathering corn. Willis brought the wag-
gon and team upon Wednesday. The cotton had improved a 
little after the rain but the drought is again losing that advan-
tage. They have saved a pretty good supply of  fodder. It 
seems I need not try to get along on a farm if  I am not pre-
sent.

Saturday 9: I started home - Paid Benton at Princeton 
$3.00 which I owed him and 50¢ for William to Boy Rubin 
for catching his horse at the wedding and then rode home 
about an hour after night. One of  the hottest and most dusty 
and sandy trips I ever made. Found all well and Clara greatly 
improved. I omitted to state that I gave Mr. McCargo an or-
der on Kimbrough Jones for $25 to go in payment of  a note 
for that sum which James Jones holds on me. I am much fa-
tigued and overcome with heat.

Sunday 10:  At home resting and perusing my papers. Still 
hot and dusty.

Monday 11:  At home as usual. I spend most of  my time at 
the house, commonly walking down in town once a day and 
partaking of  such social conversation as offers in the street or 
at the shops and offices for an hour. I begin now to feel the 
value of  time.

Tuesday 12: 	In like manner. I made an arrangement with 
Mr. Scoggin to join with him at his office which I am to oc-
cupy with him and to attend to his business in his absence in 
the Legislature next winter. The arrangement to continue un-
til 1st March and we are to make an equitable settlement 
about the fees according to the circumstances.

Wednesday 13:  In like manner.

Thursday 14: I finished reading regularly about through 
Greenleaf  evidence, from which I have refreshed my memory 
in many particulars, and extended my knowledge of  the law 
in many others. This evening we were gratified by the arrival 
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of  Richard Coleman from Mississippi. Clara’s health how-
ever is so feeble for a day or two that she could not feel right, 
and was almost overpowered by the state of  her feeling. She 
has been almost broken down by nursing little Clara, and 
altho she is now well, she has become importunate in her de-
mands for nursing, suckling and attention, too great for her 
mothers strength. Mr. Abbot and his lately, married lady 
(Ann Wilcox) called and spent the night with us.

Friday 15:  At home, at ease, enjoying family conversation, 
such as results from the meeting of  different members of  a 
family who have been scattered and separated, a kind of  in-
tercommunication exceedingly pleasant, when all parties en-
tertain proper feelings towards each other. Every little inci-
dent derives interest from association.

Saturday 16:  At home in like manner. Evening before last 
there was some rain in the neighborhood and the nights have 
become more cool. Yesterday was the first morning this sea-
son which had the least appearance of  Autumn. After dinner 
I started to Bradley Court and went 13 miles to Warren 
where I spent the night, on substantial country fare. Bor-
rowed $10 from McC. & Fel.

Sunday 17:  Paid bill $1.00 and rode on my mule to Judge 
Goulds 4 miles from Warren where I spent the night com-
fortably after riding about 40 miles.

Monday 18:  Went to Warren, to Court, Judge Sorrells pre-
siding. Spent the day in Court.

Tuesday 19:  Spent the day in Court, a rainy day as also 
was yesterday. I am tarrying at A. S. Baily’s Tavern.

Wednesday 20:  In Court like wise, and attending to some 
business but most of  my time I am at leisure, learning the run 
of  things, the statutes, etc. of  the State.

Thursday 21:  In like manner. A rainy day again. Thus 
ends a most unprecedented drought, which has cut off  the 
crop of  the whole country.

Friday 22:  I spent most of  the day in examining into my 
land and tax matters. I have got them all right now in this 
County (Bradley). I have 1760 acres all in 10-9 and 11-9 and 
there is a balance due of  $12.60 on last year, and the tax for 
the present year is $19. I brought a suit for Stith against Dr. 
Harvey in favor of  S. H. Peck out of  which if  ever collected I 
am entitled to some fee. After dinner I paid bill $6.50 and 
rode out to Harrels across Moro 18 miles, a damp evening. 
The hostlers had lost my blanket and Baily furnished me an-
other.

Saturday 23: I paid bill $1.85 and came home by way of  
Hampton and Ashley's Ferry, ferriage going and coming 20¢. 
Found all well except little Clara, she is suffering as before.

Sunday 24:  I spent the day at home. Attended the Episco-
palian services and for the first time witnessed Baptism of  the 
Rite of  Confirmation in that church, performed by Bishop 
Freeman of  Little Rock. I was interested and pleased with the 
solemnity of  the occasion and the sensible sermon which fol-
lowed, explanatory of  the ceremony.
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Monday 25:  I spent the day at home. Rain again today. I 
hired Thom out for days past on a job for Judge Strain at $1. 
per day. He has brought in $3.50. I am examining some im-
portant cases at law and chancery.

Tuesday 26:  Thom at home today. Rain again. Paid $2.25 
for marketing, beef, chickens, etc. Clara is well again but like 
almost all our children when small rests badly at night.

Wednesday 27:  Thom worked again for Mr. Rounsville to-
day. The weather is cloudy and uncomfortably warm. I fear it 
will produce sickness.

Thursday 28:  Thom worked in like manner. Weather show-
ery and warm. I am now taking office privileges with Mr. 
Scoggin on one of  the upper rooms of  the Court House. But 
I spend most of  my time at my private house, and do most of  
my reading and writing there. We have dry living - no flour, 
no vegetables but peas.

Friday 29:  Thom worked in like manner and Edmund half  
the day for two bits for Butler. I attended the Division at 
night. Oppressively warm tonight as also through the day.

Saturday 30: At home as usual. Thom as heretofore. Wag-
gon with Willis and Thomas arrived today and went to work. 
Warm & Cloudy.  An extraordinary growth of  vegetation 
growing up for the season of  the year. Rec’d by waggon 
about 15 or 20 bushels corn.
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Sunday 1:  In like manner. Margt. and Mr. C. came up this eve-
ning and brought Dick. The little rogue is fat and hearty. Quite 
a cheerful meeting on the return of  our two absent children. Lit-
tle Clara is improving but very delicate and restless at night.

Monday 2:  Court commenced this morning. I attended. Judge 
Hubbard lately elected, presiding. Paid 25¢ for watermelons. 
Rec’d $2.25 in full for Thom’s hire to Judge Strain, Thom hav-
ing paid over $3.50 previously. Rain tonight.

Tuesday 3:  In like manner. Court is progressing. Clear and 
cool. Some few cases of  flux in town and neighborhood. The 
hands and team are getting logs, boards, etc. for stable and rails 
for garden. I let William & Hugh have $1.25 for to take them 
into the Histrionic Club where they Ann H. and Mr. C. & 
Margt. all attended for the first time.

Wednesday 4:  As usual at Court. Weather cool and pleasant.

Thursday 5:  In like manner. I am in close attendance upon 
the Court. The Judge is conducting the Court with much more 
propriety and dignity than usual.

KENT’S COMMENTARIES

❖ “I subscribed $2500. stock to the Insurance 
Company, ten percent to be paid in.... I am reading 
Kent's Commentaries, under the head of  insurance.”

❖ James Kent (July 31, 1763 - December 12, 1847) 
was an American jurist and legal scholar. He has been 
long remembered for his Commentaries on American 
Law (four volumes, published 1826-1830), highly 
respected in England and America. The Commentaries 
treated both state, federal and international law, and 
the law of  personal rights and of  property, and went 
through six editions in Kent's lifetime.
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Friday 6:  In like manner. Paid out for mutton 30¢.

Saturday 7:  In like manner. Court adjourned at 11 o'clock 
until Monday. I paid H. Flannagan $2.50 which I had bor-
rowed from him at Arkadelphia. I spent the balance of  the 
day in a leisure way.  

Sunday 8:  I passed the day very pleasantly, went to church 
with my family. All my children are now at home in blooming 
health except little Clara who is quite delicate but not sick. 
Weather clear and pleasant.

Monday 9:  Spent the day in Court, altho I have but few 
cases. I attended closely for the purpose of  refreshing my 
memory and learning the practice. I am also investigating 
principles more profoundly which arise in cases than I did at 
an earlier period of  life. There are several cases of  consider-
able difficulty at this term the discussion of  which is rendered 
more interesting by Capt. Fikes learning and ability. I at-
tended the Division at night.

Tuesday 10:  In like manner. Bought 20 bushels of  corn 
from Bryant at $1. per bu. delivered here. Furnished Dr. B. 3 
loads of  wood at $1.50 last week and today furnished Capt. 
Moore one load.

Wednesday 11:  Mr. C. & Margt. left us this morning for 
home. Furnished Capt. Moore another load.

Thursday 12:  I spent the day as usual in Court.  And in 
the Division at night. I was installed. W. A. having past quar-
ter filled the place of  recording scribe. Capt. Moore one load 
pine.

Friday 13:  In like manner. Court adjourned today at noon. 
Last night and today very disagreeably warm. The flux is pre-
vailing to some extent in the neighborhood and slightly in 
town. I learn from the farm that Tabby has a child, doing 
well and Mary has lost one.

Saturday 14:  At home superintending my improvements, 
pailing, etc. On yesterday evening I borrowed twenty dollars 
from Dr. Graham and paid Bryant for the corn he delivered 
me the first of  the week. This is a disagreeably warm day 
with occasional clouds. Waggon halling up manure from liv-
ery stable for which I pay 50¢ a load.

Sunday 15:  A damp dreary day. Attended the Episcopalian 
Church. Hugh went down to El Dorado to stay with his sister 
Margt, three or four weeks while Mr. C. will be out at Court. 
Rec’d last night by mail from P. Jordan, Esqr.  $40 and a rec’t 
for 40 more of  P. Trapnell on acct. of  judgment favor of  
Tryon. This is in full of  my warrant sold by Mr. Jordan.

Monday 16:  At home as usual. I attended to writing, etc. 
Paid back Mc. and Fel. $20 which I had borrowed of  them. 
Also paid B. Powel $4.63 balance on my corporation tax. De-
livered one load of  wood to Mr. Fellows.

Tuesday 17:  At home. Paid Post Office quarterly postage 
$l.65 and 60¢ for stamps. The weather has become clear and 
pleasant. Enclosed by mail $10 Louisiana bill to Mr. Coward, 
Sheriff  at Bradley County, directed to Warren, to go towards 
balance on last years taxes. Had an increase of  a negro boy 
child - Tabbys.
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Wednesday 18:  At home. Nothing worthy of  note occur-
ring. Weather favorable for cotton.

Thursday 19:  In like manner. Thom is working at the 
fence and the other boys getting firewood for Mr. Fellows.

Friday 20: In like manner. I arranged with Major Bradley 
to give up 30 feet of  the street West of  me and received in ex-
change about a quarter of  an acre being twice the quantity 
given up, on the back street North east of  me.

Saturday 21:  In like manner. One of  my oxen gave out this 
afternoon and we made but two loads today. Clear and pleas-
ant weather.

Sunday 22:  I went to church as usual. Little Clara was 
more sick last night and is so very feeble that it gives us un-
easiness. I gave her medicine under the prescription of  Dr. 
Graham and she is somewhat better today.

Monday 23:  I do not feel so well, did not read much, spent 
the day in getting the book opened for subscriptions to the 
stock of  the Insurance office and attending to my improve-
ments. Delivered one load of  wood to Mr. Fellows which 
makes 14 loads at $1.65½ per load. Cloudy and cool.

Tuesday 24:  At home in like manner. I subscribed $2500. 
stock to the Insurance Company, ten percent to be paid in. 
Don’t know where it is to come from but it is good stock and 
I have an object in view in the arrangement.

Wednesday 25:  In like manner. I am reading Kent's Com-
mentaries, under the head of  insurance. Cool and cloudy. 

Clara is better than for some time past. I sent the waggon 
and team up to the plantation this afternoon with one barrel 
pork and straw sacks of  salt. The latter to be left with Mont-
gomery and Green for sale.

Thursday 26:  At home. I hired Willis and Thomas to Mr. 
Lear on the railroad at $21.25 each for one month and sent 
them out this morning. On yesterday I bought 2½  bu. of  
corn from Gen'l Gee at $1.00 per bu. cash and sent to mill.

Friday 27:  Was engaged professionally most of  the day. I 
bought 13¾ bu. of  corn today. Borrowed $15 from Mr. Scog-
gins to pay for it, $1. per bu.

Saturday 28:  Spent the day professionally until dinner. Pd. 
for chickens and marketing one dollar. Went to church Meth-
odist Quarterly at night.

Sunday 29:  I went to church. Heard a most eloquent and 
edifying sermon from Mr. Hunter the Methodist presiding 
Elder. He is one of  the few who is gifted by nature for oratory 
and possessed of  manners and temper to grace his profes-
sion. Zealous without harshness and circumspect in his de-
portment, he is calculated to preach the gospel to the edifica-
tion of  erring man. I also went with the children at night.

Monday 30:  At home as usual. I went at night to hear Mr. 
Hunter again and was not disappointed. There was a most 
pathetic call for mourners but few came forward. Camden 
seems hard to arouse. The house was full, but few ap-
proached the altar and those few were of  the Juveniles.
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Tuesday 31:  At home as usual. A delightful mile clear day. 
I presume we will not have what is called Indian Summer.
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Wednesday 1:  Spent the day as usual.

Thursday 2:  In like manner. The protracted meeting is still go-
ing on.

Friday 3:  In like manner. Camden is active, prospects encour-
aging to me, both as regards the rise of  property and business 
transactions. The stock has been taken to organize the Insur-
ance Company.

Saturday 4:  Frost again this morning. Cool but no freeze. It 
has blackened the potato vines slightly. Fine for the late cotton. 
There will probably be some time now before a killing frost.

Sunday 5: Frost again. I went to meeting and feel edified by 
the eloquent and scriptural sermon and exhortation of  Dr. Hart-
well and Mr. Hunter. There have been but few professions altho 
great exertions have been made and the zeal and earnestness of  
the preaching was very great. Paid out for beef  25¢ for fish 40¢.

Monday 6: Moved our books, etc. to the rooms on the corner 
upstairs. A fine clear day. Commenced eating our sweet pota-
toes. Probate Court sitting, professionally engaged.

CROP FAILURE

❖ “Started early and went to Princeton, thence out to my 
place....Spent the afternoon in looking over the 
plantation. The failure of  the crop is beyond doubt. I 
shall not get more than ten or eleven bales. The corn is 
melting away very fast too. I commenced preparations 
for winding up the concern and renting out....My 
waggon came down with 3 bales cotton, some beef, 
potatoes, etc.”
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Tuesday 7:  Professionally engaged. Rec’d $1 of  Black 2 
days hire of  Edmund and paid 35¢ marketing. Weather de-
lightful, clear and healthy. At home as usual reading, etc.

Wednesday 8: As usual until dinner, then started up to Dal-
las and rode to Dr. Hodges for the night. The evening has 
turned cold and chilly. Pd. turnpike 10¢.

Thursday 9:  Started early and went to Princeton, thence 
out to my place.

Friday 10:  Spent the afternoon in looking over the planta-
tion. The failure of  the crop is beyond doubt. I shall not get 
more than ten or eleven bales. The corn is melting away very 
fast too. I commenced preparations for winding up the con-
cern and renting out.

Saturday 11:  Had a settlement with Mr. Smirl as to past 
matters and balanced leaving several items which he owes yet 
not included. The acct. left him short. Also had a settlement 
with Alsobrook which shows that I owe him on his cotton 
note 27 or 26 dollars. I went to Mr. Harris' and returned past 
home to old Mr. Holmes for the night. I had promised him to 
stay with him one night. I suffered a good deal with cold 
which I have taken, but passed the night happily.

Sunday 12:  Went over home, and spent a very cold day at 
the fire, suffering under my cold. I doctored with ginger tea, 
etc. and baked the soles of  my feet till I felt better. We had a 
severe freeze and killing frost. Thick ice on the water. Clear 
sunshine. The tale is now told for the cotton. There was a 

great deal of  top cotton late, which is mostly destroyed. One 
week more would have made a good deal of  it.

Monday 13:  I attended to matters about the place. Have 
only 5 bales cotton out. Went to Princeton - proposed to sell 
or rent and hire out the negroes. Thence to Stokes.	

Tuesday 14:  Started home - cool morning - rode home on 
Hardy leaving Gin at the place. I found little Clara sick again 
with a cold. Unwell myself, slept but little. Paid 10¢ at turn-
pike. William's Session is out and he is going on a trip to 
Country. Hugh got back from El Dorado on Monday and 
brought $150. from Mr. Carleton which I had sent to borrow 
for payment to Insurance office.

Wednesday 15:  At home, feel badly. Cold some better but 
a good deal worsted. Requires particular nursing and atten-
tion. Potatoes dug. Got 5 or 6 bushels. A fine day.

Thursday 16:  Another cool clear morning. The Insurance 
Company organized today. John Matlock was appointed 
President and myself  secretary and treasurer. Owing to there 
being but little to do for some time, they allow me only at the 
rate of  $500 dollars salary. I however, can readily see how it 
will be useful to me besides the salary. It identifies me with 
the prominent merchants and monied men of  the country 
and will be a focus to which a great deal of  professional busi-
ness will tend. I also feel that in the difficult state of  my 
money matters $500 as certain income helps me very much. I 
feel that I am again getting into position. Altho at one time 
of  my life I would have spurned the offer of  such an office 
with such a salary.
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Friday 17:  I fixed up our books in the office which Mr. 
Scoggin had rented upstairs and attended to my various cor-
respondence. In fine spirits.	

Saturday 18:  In like manner. Prepared some papers for the 
insurance company. My waggon came down with 3 bales cot-
ton, some beef, potatoes, etc. I attend closely now to my of-
fice. I paid Case & Co. $10. Also paid to Powell $10.85 bal-
ance note which William gave Bennett in Bradley and $1 to 
him for my Regalia. (S.T.) Rec’d this week $2. from Mr. Roun-
saville for 4 days Edmonds work.

Sunday 19: A hard freeze. I went to Methodist church and 
at night to Baptist and passed the day contented & happy. Lit-
tle Clara improving.	

Monday 20:  Cool, clear weather, occasionally threatening 
but not raining more than to lay the dust. I attend regularly 
at my office now and have Hugh with me. He reads one les-
son in Sal. each day and the balance of  his time in History or 
such other reading as he chooses. Steven commenced on rail-
road.

Tuesday 21:  I paid McC. & F. to be credited on my draft 
on Henderson, Terry & Co. Thom has a rising on his hand 
and my team is almost eating me out of  house and home as I 
cannot keep them running to make anything. We have some 
fine beef  and potatoes we rec’d from the farm which helps on 
some. Took the hide to Hills Tan yard, 46 lbs. as per rec’t. 

Wednesday 22:  As usual at my office, etc. I feel now as tho 
I had made anew and promising beginning of  life and am 

happy to settle down as long as health and strength lasts to 
close labor and business for the support and education of  my 
family, and the payment of  my debts, abandoning all those 
fancy pictures of  dignified ease and business which once occu-
pied my brain.

Thursday 23:  As usual. All healthy and all cheerful. Gave 
bond for my Treasurers office, with McC. & Fel. recently in 
amt. $20,000.

Friday 24: As usual. I am busy at my books and papers and 
feel like a new man, full of  hopes that the close of  my life will 
yet be the better part of  it as well as the happiest. I have 
struggled with myself  and have to some extent obtained the 
victory. I will continue the struggle.

Saturday 25: As usual. A cold day. At night I went to hear 
the singing at Mr. Hartwells Institute. William returned from 
his country ramble. I hope he will be satisfied now to attend 
to something else for a little while. I paid last night 50¢ dues 
to the division, and on Fri. $7.50 part of  15 bu. of  corn I got 
from Barlow. Also repaid Dr. Graham $20 borrowed of  him.

Sunday 26:  A cold morning tho still dry. The river very low 
and whole county dry.

Monday 27:  Spent the day at the office reading 14th Arkan-
sas Reports.

Tuesday 28:  In like manner.

Wednesday 29:  In like manner. Bought 20½ bu. of  corn 
delivered for which I paid $20.50 cash. Weather still dry and 
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cool. Thom’s hand is so that he cannot do much. The team is 
about supporting itself  by occasional work.

Thursday 30:  The Board of  Directors met at the office 
and acted upon matters of  Insurance Company.  I am con-
stantly employed in getting the books commenced and the 
notes and receipts for stock. Most of  the call on stock is paid 
in by notes bearing 10 percent at sixty days,
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Friday 1:  ANOTHER BIRTHDAY. I am again reminded by 
the annual round of  time that I am one year nearer my grave, 
and by my own feelings that the things of  earth are transient 
and frivolous. This however has been the most important year 
of  my life, with perhaps the exception of  1832, which included 
my marriage. I have done a good deal, my course of  life has 
been greatly improved and I have measurably overcome the 
pangs of  misfortune, and the stings of  ungrateful and oppressive 
treatment towards me and family.

Saturday 2:  Busy at office until dinner. Afterwards started 
with Clara, the child and nurse to see Margaret. We rode out in 
Mr. McHughs old buggy and Hardy, to Mr. Ellets, ten miles. I 
had a new shaft put in the buggy before we started and we trav-
eled very slowly and safely. This is Clara's first visit to see Mr. 
Carleton & Margaret.

Sunday 3:  Paid bill $1.50 and traveled to El Dorado a little af-
ter sunset. Arrived safe and enjoyed the meeting with my dear 
daughter and her husband in her own house as well as the rest 

NEVER SEEN AN ELEPHANT

❖ “In the afternoon I went with my family to the 
Menagerie, which is the first of  the exhibitions of  this 
year we have attended. Paid $2.50, also 50¢ for 
marketing heretofore. This concern was a poor one but 
it drew together such a collection of  people as I 
suppose never met before in Camden. There were 
hundreds of  children grown here, who had never seen 
the elephant and now must have the chance.”
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and comforts which our trip had rendered necessary. Found 
all well and happy.

Monday 4: I attended the Court. A very cold day. As a 
looker on, having no business in that Court spent most of  my 
time with Mag. at fire, which afforded me very high degree 
of  satisfaction, and I feel highly thankful that I have been 
spared to see one of  my children settled and comfortable in 
her own household. Mr. Carleton is also industrious and pru-
dent in the management of  his affairs, is engaged in a profit-
able practice for this country and I feel that Mag. is safe and 
with what little aid I am able to give her is placed in a fair 
light in society with some advantages of  personal attainment 
and genteel ideas of  deportment.

Tuesday 5:  We had a severely cold night as well as the pre-
ceding and a little drift of  snow. I have a cold and stay at the 
fire with Clara, Meg. and little Clara most of  my time.  The 
happiest situation I could find now when I am unwell.

Wednesday 6:  In like manner. The Court is progressing 
slowly. Judge Hubbard presiding. I am examining some chan-
cery business for Mr. C. at my leisure.

Thursday 7:  Day is clear and cold and still dry. I attended 
to some arrangements for Ins. office and listened to some of  
the legal altercations of  the bar part of  the day.

Friday 8:  Took an early start for home. The morning was 
cool but a good day for traveling. Reached our stopping 
house, Mr. Elletts, just at dark, all safe but a little fatigued. Lit-
tle Clara has improved astonishingly, has become fat and 

heavy, an incessant eater, and is very interesting but still rest-
less at night which fatigues her mother.

Saturday 9:  Paid bill $1.50 and 62½¢ for butter. Also pd. 
at El Dorado 10¢ for tobacco. Took an early start, a pleasant 
cool morning and reached home at 11 A.M. all safe. After 
dinner I attended the meeting of  the Board and went to hear 
the singing at night.

Sunday 10:  Light rain during the night and cloudy drisling 
day. At home happy with my family. I omitted to state on yes-
terday I bought a hog 65 lbs. at 5¢ per lb, paid $3.25 cash.

Monday 11:  At home busily employed in preparing papers 
for use of  the Insurance office. Started my waggon up home 
with 6 sacks salt to be left with Montgomery and Green for 
sale. Also 1 coil of  rope. Paid 25¢ to Thom to pay for fodder 
on the road which he had previously had. Collected $1.50 
from Jennings for wood.

Tuesday 12: In like manner. Hugh studys at the office with 
me now, is reading Sallent. I read until 9 or 10 every night.

Wednesday 13:  The examination at the female Institute 
commenced. I attended as one of  the visiting committee. 
Paid Grant in County Scrip $2.30 on my taxes. Had some of  
our friends from the country with us and an interesting occa-
sion.

Thursday 14:  Examination continued, large attendance. 
Went off  well. Concert at night by the teachers, pupils, and 
some of  the young ladies of  the town.
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Friday 15:  At my office in business. William started up to 
the farm. Gave him $1.30 in change.

Saturday 16: In like manner. Our town is in a bustle after 
the circus amusements. Almost everybody went tonight ex-
cept me and my family. I wrote a communication for the Her-
ald on the exercises at the Institute.

Sunday 17:  Clara is suffering very much with headache 
and cold. The day is pleasant with the exception of  a dense 
smoke which envelopes everything. I remained at home with 
Clara instructing the children with a consciousness that the 
past week has been spent in the line of  my duty.	

Monday 18:  In the afternoon I went with my family to the 
Menagerie, which is the first of  the exhibitions of  this year 
we have attended. Paid $2.50, also 50¢ for marketing hereto-
fore. This concern was a poor one but it drew together such a 
collection of  people as I suppose never met before in Cam-
den. There were hundreds of  children grown here, who had 
never seen the elephant and now must have the chance.	

Tuesday 19:  I spent the day at my office preparing papers 
for the Insurance office. I borrowed from the Ins. Co. $250. 
for which I put in my note, endorsed according to the rules 
of  the office, out of  which I paid Mr. Matlock $110. of  the 
$130 which he loaned me when I went to El Dorado. I left 
the $100 bill with McCollum to get it changed.

Wednesday 20: In like manner. I engaged to hire Ann with 
her child to Mr. Paget for $90 both to be bed and clothed. 
The weather still dry. I have written, contrary to my custom, 

an article for the Herald giving an account of  the last exami-
nation of  the pupils of  the Institute.

Thursday 21:  In like manner. In the evening some 8 or 9 
young ladies and as many young gentlemen were hinted to 
call in after tea and passing the evening which they did in 
fine glee until about 11. The only refreshments were some 
cake and apples handed around. Paid 80¢ for 2 dozen apples. 
I spent the evening agreeably. Also bought 40 lbs. of  flour at 
8¢ per lb. Truly it is dear living now and especially so for a 
large family.

Friday 22:  I spent the day as usual, felt a little drowsy from 
being an hour or two later to bed than usual, last night, and 
read newspapers.

Saturday 23:  Had a meeting of  the Board at the office. 
Rec’d 50¢ for Edmunds work from Mr. Rounsville. Paid Mr. 
Stone $8. for corn fodder, etc. bought last summer and fall 
on the road in full of  his bill. It commenced raining slowly 
this evening. Paid 50¢ the other day for 2 doz. eggs. The wag-
gon home bringing us some 400 lbs. of  pork, some potatoes, 
etc. from the farm. Also 3 turkeys.

Sunday 24:  At home all day and spent the day as usual on 
Sunday.

Monday 25:  CHRISTMAS. A very wet day. Some bustle 
and frolic going on in town, none whatever at my house but 
all cheerful and happy. I did not go in town during the day 
but a short time and then busy. The young people are enjoy-
ing themselves in parties from house to house. There is a ball 
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tonight but none of  us are going to it. William is up at the 
farm yet. The waggon and team remained. Nothing worth re-
cording took place.

Tuesday 26:  I bought 8 sacks of  salt of  McCol. & Fel. at 
$2.50 and sent up to Princeton to Ro. Martin. I got of  McC. 
$45. of  the $100 which I left to be exchanged. Bought me a 
new saddle and went on to Dallas, rode in the night a beauti-
ful moonlight night to the hospitable mansion of  Mr. Stokes. 
Paid Thom 50¢ towards his time. Also 10¢ at turnpike. River 
rising first time this season.

Wednesday 27:  After breakfast I went to Princeton, at-
tended to some business and hence to my old place. Wm. 
started home. I remained in the lonely old walls, which had 
been my residence 7 years in various scenes, some of  pleas-
ure and some of  sorrows, and which allows me to contrast 
my present improved condition, as well in habits as in circum-
stances, altho I have scarcely any cotton crop - only 8 light 
bales. The overseer managed so badly and the season unfa-
vorable. Got 3 hogs which Smirl killed in the woods on 
shares, and am preparing to move the negroes.

Thursday 28:  Attended to matters on the place. Settled 
with Smirl $234 for 12 ½ months and closed our matters all 
by notes, except some balance of  acct for some items which 
we did not have, to be credited on the note when ascertained, 
also paid him $5. cash. And concluded the best way was to 
let past matters pass without discussion, as it would not now 
mend matters to complain. But I am now satisfied that I can-
not keep any man a year on my place who will not get to pur-

suing his own rather than my interests. In the evening rode 
down to Dr. Bethels where I spent the night very pleasantly.

Friday 29:  Returned and attended to arrangements on the 
place. Rented out the place as follows -- Mr. Trice takes all 
the bottom and the cut around the gin, and ten acres off  the 
lower end of  the upland field for cultivation at $2. per acre. 
The wet cut South of  the drain in the gin lot, he is to sow in 
oats, and to pay for in repairs. Old Mr. Holmes takes the field 
next him to sow in oats for $35. And I authorized Mr. Trice 
to rent out the balance of  the field in the same way. I sold 
Col. Martin the 8 sacks salt I sent up at $3.50 for which I am 
to have credit on his books, my account and Smirls, etc. $28. 
Paid Holmes and Grubbs acct. 50¢. Paid 10¢ at turnpike.

Saturday 30:  I sold 300 bushels of  corn at $1. per bushel 
and all the fodder 3 stacks, which he takes at 1200 lbs. each 
as they stand, or weighs one stack to average the others by at 
$1.00 per hundred. Old Mr. Holmes agrees to see his corn 
measured and he agrees to see the balance measured to oth-
ers. 45 bu. is to go paying a note I gave Smirl for the sum 
$45. Mr. Trice is to pay $100 to S. G. South to be applied to 
payment on a judgment I confessed favor of  F. Trapnell's es-
tate. I paid over to Mr. Isaac Holmes $50 to go to payment 
of  my part of  note to the State for 80 acres land entered in 
name of  Bob Holmes, and for which they are to convey by 
deed to me so soon as titled is obtained from the State. I had 
the negroes, Toms family and Martha and child packed up 
and started with all their stuff. Expected to hire some of  
them at Princeton for that neighborhood but did not. I re-
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mained in town all night. I paid Lindsey $5. on acct. of  his 
doctoring my horse Hardy which now leaves $l. due him. 
The negroes started on towards Camden. I had previously 
hired Ann to Paget on the road for $90 with her child.

Sunday 31:  After breakfast I arranged some matters and 
started home, got to Pagets where the negroes had arrived. 
So I am off  from Dallas County.

129



Chapter 4

In spite of  moving to Camden in 1854, John Brown still 

owned his plantation outside of  Princeton as well as 

having many friends and having business at the Court. 

He made a number of  trips to Princeton in 1855, in good 

weather and bad. The photo to the right is of  the road 

that went from his plantation to Princeton, passing his 

friend Ro. Martin’s house - a place he often stayed when 

visiting Princeton.
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Monday 1: Another year has passed. It has been an eventful 
one to me. Fortune has varied in my affairs. In some respects I 
have much reason to rejoice. In others it has been disastrous. I 
made an important change of  residence and pursuits. Both of  
these have been encouraging. I have had a daughter, my first 
child married and settled. This also promises well. I have 
changed my habits, and in a considerable degree recovered my 
hopes of  future independence and happiness. These are high 
considerations. I have taken as well as my family, a high stand in 
the community here. This also is a source of  gratification. But 
of  all, the proudest achievement of  my life has been accom-
plished here - I conquered my old and inveterate ENEMY - IN-
TEMPERANCE and now march triumphantly over the very 
battle grounds where I have often fallen a victim to his unrelent-
ing powers. But as the providence disregards to hold the good 
and the evils of  life to be balanced, I have made almost a failure 
in a crop, from which I had hoped to derive support and pay 
debts.  My overseer from want of  skill and energy made nothing 
scarcely, not exceeding 6 or 700 bushels of  corn and 7 to 8 bales 
cotton. So in a pecuniary view I am left in difficulty and am 

TRAVELING  TO PRINCETON

❖ “I started up to Dallas County and stayed at Judge 
Thompsons. I have a hard ride on a poor horse which 
fatigues me worse than fast riding. Paid 50¢ balance 
on potatoes to Sells. Went on to Princeton, attended to 
business and out to old Mr. Holmes where I spent the 
night agreeably. I settled Smirls account with Martin 
and Thomas $28.76 to be credited on my note to him 
for services. Took dinner at Lindseys and horse fed.”

❖ The lowlands surrounding Camden in the direction of  
Princeton must have been hard to travel on when roads 
were poor. 
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short of  the expected means of  payment nearly $1000. while 
my expenses have increased. I, however, am in good health 
and spirits and feel highly thankful to the Giver of  all good 
things for the privileges I am enjoying and the blessings 
which the year has experienced. I cheerfully, composedly, and 
hopefully enter upon the labors of  a new year without a mur-
mur at the events of  the past, stimulated by the hopes of  the 
future. I reached home leaving the girls, May and Eveline, at 
Pagets for hire.

Tuesday 2:  I bought 3 bu. meal for which I paid $3.75. 
Rec’d $30 of  McC. and F. of  the hundred dollars deposited, 
which leaves $25 to go towards my accts. with them. Paid Mr. 
McHugh for William's tuition $25.00. Steamboat Ralph up.

Wednesday 3:  Spent the day as usual, closely at the office. 
Paid P. O. for this Quarter $1.60.

Thursday 4:  In like manner. Hugh is with me at the office 
studying Latin, history, etc. William commenced on Monday 
as assistant teacher with Mr. McHugh in the male academy. 
He is to get a part of  the profits and part of  his time to study 
himself. This I think will be the means of  impressing on his 
mind a little of  the necessity of  doing something for himself, 
as well as help out expenses.

Friday 5:  At home as usual. This evening at the Division. I 
was installed W. P. Paid dues for William and myself  $1.00. 
Warm, drisling and cloudy.	

Saturday 6:  Heavy rain in the evening. I sent Cyrus with 
Hugh to Mr. Carleton at El Dorado on hire this year. Hired 

Lucy to Mr. Proctor at H. Springs for $75. and took note. 
Also Paget hired Mary to Keys for $100 both as on 1st Jan’y 
for the year. We are now taking risks in the Insurance office. 
The business is hazardous and necessarily exciting. We know 
not whether fortune will smile or frown upon us.

Sunday 7:  At home, a cold cloudy day. I remained at home 
writing, reading, etc. Started the men out to the Railroad 
Camp this evening to work for Lear again - 3 of  them.

Monday 8:  The river is up but no boat. In the evening we 
had an interesting meeting of  the Sons of  Temperance at 
which I presided, precession to the Methodist Church, an ex-
cellent lecture by Bishop Kavanaugh. There is quite an excite-
ment on the subject of  temperance. Thom got down with 
Tabby, Martha and children. It has been a wet time but all 
are safe. Also brought some potatoes and about 1/2 barrel of  
nice pork left and 250 lbs. fresh from the farm - also corn and 
fodder to do 3 days.	

Tuesday 9:  At my office closely. I am preparing at leisure 
times policies for the river, reading H. which I have never 
read entirely before. Thom is running the waggon and team, 
but I am very much put to it to get provender for the horses. 
River high within 2 ½  feet of  highest water last year.

Wednesday 10:  In like manner. Weather very warm for the 
season. Had another public temperance meeting, largely at-
tended and speech from Major Stith and others.
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Thursday 11:  In like manner. Spent most of  the day in ex-
amining into old business and writing letters. I am eager to 
see boating commence now that the river is up.

Friday 12:  In like manner. Had a fine meeting of  the Divi-
sion, and it has increased about 15 members this week. I en-
joy very much the personal triumph over King Alcohol which 
I have made over myself, and my example now is no doubt 
producing some good effects in this community. Paid for 
Wm. and myself  to Div. $2.60.	

Saturday 13:  I spent the day partly in riding out to look at 
and place to rent and balance at the office writing and attend-
ing to little communications.

Sunday 14:  At home and at church. Paid $2.40 for two 
short bushels of  meal. A fine day, pleasantly cool. In the 
course of  the night the Steamboat Stacy landed bringing 
large freight for this place which will start new activity in busi-
ness. 

Monday 15:  Steven worked at home today. Busy in the Ins. 
office and river business. Boats landing and loading, fine 
stage of  water.

Tuesday 16:  Rec’d 5 sacks corn by Stacy and also one bale 
hay at the enormous price of  $2.25 per hund. & $2.50 
freight. Cotn at $1. at N. O. 1 bbl. flour cost and freight 
$11.00. My waggon is running for the purpose of  paying its 
way. Altho it gets 4 to $5 a day it makes but little more than 
pays for the feed of  the whole 6 & 2 oxen now on hand with 
the waggon.

Wednesday 17:  In like manner. Paid freight bill on Mon-
day to Stacy $6.75.

Thursday 18:  In like manner. Willis stopped work on Rail-
road yesterday, from injury to his back and came home. Paid 
25¢ for apples on S. B. Louisa.  Clara and Susan and Henry 
took a sail on the Louisa yesterday evening up to Lone Pine. 
The weather is delightful and we had a pleasant little trip.

Friday 19: As usual - close at my office, but my mind has 
been so much engrossed about business matters that I do not 
read much this week.

Saturday 20:  In like manner. I feel some anxiety about the 
risks we have on the different boats. I paid $2.50 to Rainy, 
my acct. with Sullin & Powel for manure, also $1. part of  
price of  1/2 Bu. potatoes at Sell's. I planted the 1/2 bu. of  
potatoes. Settled with Lear for hire of  the men up to Christ-
mas $103.25 & $1.50 omitted in settlement which I have 
charged to him. I rec’d it in Scrip from the R.R. office. Paid 
Richmonds on their store accts. $53.25 of  this scrip. Willis 
has been lying up ever since he came home, four days this 
week.

Sunday 21:  A very blustering cold morning, very disagree-
able, and a very sudden change. At home all day. I am suffer-
ing again with cold.

Monday 22: At home. Last night was one of  the most freez-
ing, stormy, dry nights I ever witnessed and continues severe 
today. The river is falling very fast. Willis is still complaining. 
It is almost impossible to get provisions for man or beast and 
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I have a crowd of  eaters thrown on me at this time. I am run-
ning the team to try to get feed, a heavy business, and I find 
dull sale for my old horses and mules.

Tuesday 23:  I started up to Dallas County and stayed at 
Judge Thompsons. I have a hard ride on a poor horse which 
fatigues me worse than fast riding. Paid 50¢ balance on pota-
toes to Sells.

Wednesday 24:  Went on to Princeton, attended to business 
and out to old Mr. Holmes where I spent the night agreeably. 
I settled Smirls account with Martin and Thomas $28.76 to 
be credited on my note to him for services. Took dinner at 
Lindseys and horse fed. Paid bill 70¢ and also paid him $1. in 
full of  what I owed him for doctoring my horse Hardy, year 
before last. Left list of  my lands for taxes, also stock with G. 
W. Taylor.

Thursday 25:  Went over to Mr. Trices at my old place, ex-
amined the fences etc. and closed our contract in writing, 
leaving a copy with him and keeping one. Let him have 1 
sack and part of  a sack salt at $4. per sack, also 1 cake of  tal-
low at 10¢ per lb. Rented the upper cut of  land to old Mr. 
Holmes, at $35 for the field for oats, or $2. per acre for culti-
vation. Mr. Trice paid me $100 on corn account with $50 pre-
viously paid makes $150 for which I receipted him. I rode in 
and spent the night with Martin.

Friday 26:  I rec’d of  Holloway for 82½ bushels corn 
$82.50, out of  this took up Grubbs order for $23. and bal-
ance in money. I paid Andrew Fenter my note and int. $84. 
which is a debt of  some 10 years standing and which has 

been indulged until it has grown from $45 to this sum. Mr. 
Humphreys and myself  when threatened with starvation in 
1845 bought 3 beeves on credit, at $15. apiece. I also paid G. 
W. Taylor $75 for taxes, and out of  which C. Smith's acct. for 
$5.15 was to be paid, bal. toward taxes of  1854. Settled $4. 
which he owed me for hire and directed him to pay Ryland 
on bridge subscription $4. He refunded me $4.10 which over-
paid my share of  the land to the State, and he made a deed 
to the 80 acres, which he retained to obtain the old ladys re-
linquishment. I paid Ro Martin $52.10 and took up my note 
to Scott for cotton last season. This was paid by credit on 2nd 
note to trustees of  Princeton Academy which I hold.  Closed 
by note my store account and balance of  returned draft of  
last season, after crediting $58 by 1st payment in part of  note 
to Trustees. This note $83. to Montgomery and Green cred-
ited on Smirls note, all which we could recollect, except the 
coffee which we did not remember the amount of. Rode this 
evening to Mr. John Triggs.

Saturday 27:  Left Mr. Triggs and attended to some busi-
ness in the neighborhood and got home before night. Cold, 
windy and freezing, dry weather again. So I have accom-
plished this little business trip which would have been quite 
satisfactory but for my disappointment in the turnout of  my 
corn, which falls from 200 to 300 bushels short of  what was 
supposed. This leaves me this much short in money and 
makes the seasons work still more ruinous than I had ex-
pected. The whole balance of  corn only measures out about 
280 bushels. I however have to bear with it and am only expe-
riencing what I have often done before, by employing the 
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wrong sort of  overseer, to favor my negroes, but all experi-
ence shows that a very decided and commanding man must 
be had to make anything on a plantation without the pres-
ence of  the owner. I almost conclude that no man living will 
do for me what they will do for others, whenever they get a 
chance to get the advantage of  me. I have not the power of  
controlling or stimulating agents to work to my interest. 
Their own always interferes if  not at first, in the end.  Found 
all well and in good spirits.

Sunday 28: At home - another dry, windy & cold day. 
Strange weather.

Monday 29:  At home busy, partly in my own private busi-
ness, but mostly in the Insurance. We have made a good start 
and I took 250 shares more of  stock, of  Woodland for which 
I gave my note instead of  his at this renewal. I have now 
$5,000. in stock and am giving considerable attention to it.

Tuesday 30:  In like manner. I bought 1½ bu. of  meal at 
$1.50 per bushel. I have a severe charge on my hands, about 
12 or 14 negroes, most of  them eaters and not workers, a 
team to keep up and money scarce. Dr. Ruffin with two 
women which he is taking off  for sale is staying with us while 
he is detained for a boat. I have to keep the team going to 
pay their own expense. This interferes with my other arrange-
ments. Paid Thom 50¢ on his Christmas account and 50¢ for 
marketing.

Wednesday 31:  In like manner - closely engaged - night 
and day.
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Thursday 1:  As usual. Nothing of  importance. Commenced 
planting some vegetables.

Friday 2:  In like manner. Nothing new or important. Thom 
started across the river to the old place and Hugh and Willis 
started yesterday morning to help to bring down the stock. At-
tended the division tonight.

Saturday 3:  At home as usual, paid Sy $1.50 on account of  
meal and bought 1 bu. more. Gave my note to Insurance Co. for 
$26.50 and enclosed by letter $20 to Pack, of  Benton, to redeem 
my lands in Saline from Hockersmith. Paid 15¢ postage. Wrote 
letters on old business to Price, Nowland and Co. and Seton, 
Price & Co. Philadelphia. The weather is clear and hard freez-
ing at night, and the dust flying in the streets as light and abun-
dant as in the dryest weather of  the summer. The river is down 
almost to	lowest watermark. We are planting some of  the earli-
est vegetables. We will all look anxiously for new production for 
it looks like starvation or ruin in prices now. Patience and perse-
verance however can do much.	

FEEDING THE COWS

❖ “In last evening Hugh arrived from Dallas, having 
brought the cattle and waggon to Lone Pine. I went 
down and saw them and sent them out to the cane for 
the night, 18 and 4 young calves, left 2 cows, 1 
yearling and 1 young calf  which they could not get 
along, ....Today Hugh went down and helped to cross 
the stock and they took them up the bottom to cane, 
mules, horses, oxen and stock. I put Willis with them 
and will have to let them stay there until grass comes, 
for provender cannot be had now.”
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Sunday 4:  At home. Went to Baptist Church, and spent the 
day as usual composed and happy. Clara was quite unwell for 
two nights past, but I gave her medicine yesterday which I 
think is relieving her trouble. She has two more teeth. Dr. Ruf-
fin left.

Monday 5:  I bought another bushel of  meal from Sy at 
$1.50 and paid up for all $5.50. I also paid Allen acct. for set-
ting glass $2. (window)  I am trying to get clear of  some of  
my eaters-horses particularly, but fail as yet.

Tuesday 6:  In last evening Hugh arrived from Dallas, hav-
ing brought the cattle and waggon to Lone Pine. I went down 
and saw them and sent them out to the cane for the night, 18 
and 4 young calves, left 2 cows, 1 yearling and 1 young calf  
which they could not get along, also 2 bales of  cotton and 
some meat in two barrels which Alsobrook sent as my share 
of  the wild hogs killed by him. I suppose 400 lbs. Also 2 turn-
ing plows, two shovels, 2 hoes, 1 grubber, and some old irons. 
Today Hugh went down and helped to cross the stock and 
they took them up the bottom to cane, mules, horses, oxen 
and stock. I put Willis with them and will have to let them 
stay there until grass comes, for provender cannot be had 
now.

Wednesday 7:  Rain this morning enough to run a little, 
very dark and cloudy. Mr. Carleton sent up his horse and 
buggy for Clara. The horse done badly and I hired a horse 
from Powells livery stable. William drove Clara, so I am a wid-
ower for a while. Rec’d on yesterday and day before $1. from 
Mrs. Simons and McKee for	Edmunds work. Today for same 

from Cullum 50¢ and for Thoms plowing Johnsons garden 
$1.75.

Thursday 8:  Dry, clear and cool again. Most surprising 
weather.  William returned from El Dorado, also safe, Marg. 
and family well. Probate Court is sitting, tho there is but little 
for lawyers to do. Paid Scales $35. on store account and note 
$25 for balance.

Friday 9:  I went up to the stock in the bottom about 2 
miles distant and found them doing finely. Thom is at work at 
the fence of  the yard and enclosure. Pd. 25¢ to division.

Saturday 10:  I rode out to the neighborhood on business 
and returned to dinner, cool, smoky and dry day. Rec’d $1.50 
from Edmunds 3 days work from Cullen. Bought and paid 
for 2½ bu. meal at Bees on yesterday $4.75. Gave 10¢ to Wil-
liam on the road to Eld. Paid 25¢ my dues to the Division. I 
miss the two Claras very much but I have a fine cheerful affec-
tionate little flock still left which in some degree fills the 
place. This is the happiest period of  my life (with only one ex-
ception) my debts still trouble me occasionally. I however 
sometimes make that a source of  happiness. The prospect 
and fair hopes of  running entirely above debt and pecuniary 
troubles is a strong pillow of  support when I am striving with 
difficulties which otherwise would be very oppressive. I feel 
much anxiety to hear from my dear child Margaret.

Sunday 11:  Another cloudless but smoky and cold morn-
ing. Went to church and spent the day as usual and the night 
likewise.
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Monday 12:  I spent the day as usual and attended the meet-
ing of  the Sons of  Temperance at night. We had a respect-
able procession and turnout of  the citizens, also some temper-
ance speeches. I had the honor of  presiding, being M P of  
the division. The affairs passed off  agreeable and I hope use-
fully. Light rain.

Tuesday 13:  I borrowed $100. more from the Ins. Co. and 
gave  my note for it. I enclosed by Capt. Fuller $20. to Wil-
liam Conley at Monticello to pay my taxes in that county.  I 
paid Buchanan store account $7.34. Paid Judge Cullen bal-
ance of  acct 75¢. Paid P. O. 10¢ also paid Powel $4. for the 
hire of  horse two days to El Dorado and back.

Wednesday 14:  In like manner, busy night and day. Mar-
tha (Margaret’s) gave birth to a boy tonight.  Clear and cool 
weather. Enclosed by Judge Strain to Tho. Pack $17.50 more 
to redeem and pay taxes on my lands in Saline.

Thursday 15:  At home, spent the day as usual. Gave Wm. 
50¢ to pay for repairing his watch. Paid $2.50 for sack of  salt 
to Gee. Busy at the office.

Friday 16:  Busy at the office and superintending things 
about the house. Paid acct. at Drs. Graves & Vines drug store 
$4.50 and 25¢ to Wm. for his dues to Division. Made an ex-
tended arrangement of  a regular partnership in the law with 
J. H. Scoggin, from the time we commenced in the fall to con-
tinue until next spring, a year to come, on equal division of  
profits, each paying his own personal expenses. I am not ex-
actly satisfied with this partnership but to make sure of  some 
interest among the people of  the country to whom I am 

partly a stranger I have thought proper to make it. I have 
done but little the year I have been here, there being very lit-
tle new business to do. And I will never again go into the 
streets to catch up business. Mr. S. is popular and clever, and 
we will get business when it comes. If  my standing and qualifi-
cations will bring business, very well. If  not, at this period of  
life I will do without it. I however have no reason to complain 
now. I as usual attended the Division.

Saturday 17:  Paid for eggs 95¢ and have rec’d during the 
week for Edmunds hire $1.50. I learn that the cow we milked 
during the summer is dead. Willis still attends to the stock in 
the cane but works part of  his time at home. I paid to Mr. 
Scoggin the $15 which I borrowed from him before he went 
to Little Rock. $6.50 taxes paid by Mr. Carleton in Union for 
him and $8.50 in cash.

Sunday 18:  Went to Episcopal Church and spent the bal-
ance of  the day as usual. Another dry, cold day, a little smoky 
and hazy.

Monday 19:  I am resting under anxiety for the deliverance 
of  my dear child Marg. whose accouchement I have not yet 
heard of, but has been expected before this time. Clara is still 
with her and will remain so long as necessary.

Tuesday 20:  Still continues dry. Cold frosty night and clear 
day, except the smoke. I am having an asparagus bed pre-
pared. Thom is at the fencing. Tho we are set back in our 
winters arrangements by the stock, one hand is kept with 
them, and I cannot get provender to keep the team at work. 
On yesterday I bought of  Gee and paid for 1 bu. meal $1.60. 
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Gen’l Haskell made an appeal to me this evening which I was 
obliged to respond to. His family is without necessaries and 
he is without credit. Oh! the effects of  bad habit, intemper-
ance, etc. I told him I could not furnish him money, but I pro-
cured for him aid, and gave my own order to W. Sells & Co. 
for $30 which I am to make good at the end of  the year. I am 
in bad condition to assist others but I could not resist this ap-
peal. I am reading the decisions of  our Supreme Court.

Wednesday 21:  At home as usual. We are living on coarse 
fare, but it is costing us a great deal. Just the bread for such 
an establishment is a serious cash expense. But we have fine 
health and appetites. Our molasses comes in very well now in 
the absence of  vegetables. No prospect of  rain yet. All boats 
lying up below.

Thursday 22:  As usual. Paid Gee $1.60  for another bushel 
of  meal.

Friday 23:  A moderate rain. Plowed Mr. Rupels patch for 
him today and yesterday $2. per day.

Saturday 24:  Cloudy and cold. Plowed Cotton's place for 
him, $1.25 per day. He feeding horse and hands. Paid Sy $4. 
for 2½ bu. meal. Lent $1.00 on yesterday to Scott who has 
been frolicking here, to go home on.  But he is not gone - and 
my dollar is!

Sunday 25:  Cold and cloudy. Went to church and spent the 
day at the fireside with the children instructing them and 
building castles in imagination in regard to them.

Monday 26:  Last night was perhaps the hardest freeze of  
the season. Ground covered this morning with frost resem-
bling a light snow. The cold is extreme for dry cold. 

Tuesday 27: I spent the day as usual. I learn today that I 
am a grandfather. This sounds strange to me but is one of  
the incidents of  life with a family. Margt. has a DAUGHTER 
and both are doing well. This is a relief  to my feelings on 
that subject whether the birth of  a child is a subject of  con-
gratulation or not depends on time to develop but the safety 
of  a loved mother of  the child after the perils attending it is a 
subject of  rejoicing.

Wednesday 28:  I spent the day as usual. Contributed 25¢ 
for charity for a destitute family. I am assiduous in applica-
tion to books and business. My connection with Mr. Scoggin 
who is acquainted with the people of  the country and is popu-
lar leaves me not much to do in regard to our professional 
business but to read and attend to the cases. I mix very little 
with the people on the streets and rely on my qualifications 
for success, taking especial care to do well what I do, and 
spare no pains in making my business intercourse with men 
as agreeable as an upright course, and polite deportment in it 
will allow.

139



Thursday 1:  Had a meeting of  the Directors of  the Insurance 
Office at my office at which I exhibited statements of  the condi-
tion of  the office. There is a net profit up to this time of  near 
$700. We have had a little rain a few days back which has raised 
the river slightly but not sufficient for navigation. I begin to look 
with pleasure to the expected return of  the two Claras.

Friday 2:  I spent the day as usual. I omitted to speak of  the 
wedding which I and the children attended last Tuesday eve-
ning. Miss Octavia Moore and John McCollum. I bought me a 
new black cloth coat and put on my best, which by the way was 
but scanty in the time of  dress clothing as I have so many chil-
dren to dress that my own has been postponed.  Paid $1.60 to 
Sy for another bu. of  meal. Weather fine clear and cool.

Saturday 3:  I paid Thom $1.00 towards his services Christ-
mas. Unaccountably I am depressed in spirits this evening. I 
think if  my family were home it would revive me. Absence 
proves to us the value of  our friends. I went to hear the singing 
at the Institute after supper and went to bed early.
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MCCOLLUM-CHIDESTER RESIDENCE

❖ Circa 1847, 926 Washington, Camden, Arkansas. 
In this section John Brown writes about attending a 
wedding for John McCollum. Peter McCollum, the 
groom’s father built a beautiful house in Camden in 
1847.  The house was later sold in 1858 to John 
Chidester and became known as the McCollum-
Chidester House and today is operated as a museum in 
Camden. It is an amazing museum in that the 
Chidester family maintained ownership until shortly 
before it became a museum and it is full of  original 
period pieces.
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Sunday 4:  A, quiet, clear, cheerful spring morning.  I arose 
refreshed and pleasant but was discomposed by having to 
chastise a servant for disobeying my orders. I often wish I 
never had seen a negro. I have not the same powers or tact or 
whatever it may be for controlling them that many persons 
have. Went to Baptist Church. We are all blest with uninter-
rupted vigorous health altho we have scarce anything to live 
on but cornbread, bacon and molasses. We eat heartily and 
luxuriate in all the luxury of  buoyant health. I omitted to 
state above that my salary as Secretary & Treas. ordered to 
be paid amounted to $145.83½. My notes are for $100. and 
int. and the other for $26.50 and int. were taken up towards 
this and the balance is still due me.

Monday 5:  A pleasant day. I omitted to state that on Satur-
day we had some applications for insurance which were post-
poned until after the election. On this day an election was 
held and the same officers elected. The Board was again or-
ganized but separated without agreeing upon what course 
they would adopt. The river is still down, of  course times are 
tight in money matters and a panic has stricken our directors.

Tuesday 6:  In the usual manner. I was prevented from go-
ing to the Dallas Court this week by our Ins. office matters. 
My boy Thomas it seems took offence at being slightly pun-
ished and put out. Has not been seen since Sunday morning. 
Mr. Carleton left here this morning for Princeton. I paid 
Hodges account for beef  $4. Paid Sy for 1 bu. of  meal $1.60. 
Collected $1.50 of  Lear balance on account of  hire at last set-
tlement.

Friday 7:  I spent the day as usual very busy. I omitted to 
state that on Monday evening we had a public meeting of  the 
Sons of  Temperance at the Baptist Church, had several 
speeches and fine music, a crowded audience. I in conclusion 
addressed the boys who as cadets were invited to attend. It 
went off  very satisfactorily.

Saturday 8:  As usual. Still dry and dryer and the inconven-
ience of  low water everyday increasing. There is no meal or 
flour to be had in town. I left $1.75 in hands of  Sy to pay for 
some as soon as he can get it. Mr. Carleton left this morning 
for home and took Martha and her two children home - so I 
am clear of  that much encumbrance (I mean the woman and 
children).

Friday 9:  As usual. I was rejoiced this evening at the return 
of  Clara and the little one - both well - William started up to 
get the boy Thomas this morning. I gave him $7.50 to meet 
any expenses that may occur about the matter. I also paid $l. 
to Sy for rice. We are not able to get meal yet.

Saturday 10:  I attended to the defense of  some cases be-
fore a Justice of  the Peace and at night attended the singing. 
It is an agreeable pastime after a weeks anxious labor and en-
gagements.

Sunday 11:  At home as usual. William returned without 
getting the boy and returned the money. 

Monday 12:  Spent the day as usual. Busy at the office. I 
am now examining cases in preparation for the Court.
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Tuesday 13:  In the afternoon we had a heavy rain, but 
soon over. I got wet going to the house, I apprehended a 
storm from the appearance of  the clouds but it passed with-
out much wind.

Wednesday 14:  In like manner. I spent the day busy. Paid 
$1. for a bushel of  yams for seed . And paid $2. for 1 bu. of  
meal.

Thursday 15:  As usual. The river is rising a little and one 
boat left laden but lodged on a shoal below. There is danger 
of  suffering here for the substantials of  living. And every-
thing is cramped by the want of  rain.

Friday 16:  I paid acct. to Sells & Co. $2.80. Busy as usual. I 
wrote out some speeches for the boys, Cadets of  Temper-
ance.

Saturday 17:  I paid $1.75 for another bushel of  meal. 
Rain and cold weather again. I prepared various letters to 
send down to Bradley and Drew about my lands there. The 
scarcity of  money is just beginning to be seriously felt here. I 
am laboring hard and well contented to do so if  I could just 
command money enough to make me feel easy under a care-
ful system of  economy.

Sunday 18:  At home as usual, did not go to church this 
morning. A cold frosty morning, endangering the fruit.

Monday 19:  At home as usual, examining cases. Have a dis-
agreeable cold. This evening there was a public meeting of  
the cadets of  Temperance. I with most of  the sons attended. 
The boys spoke their speeches with considerable applause. 

There was a crowded house and the prospect for the improve-
ment of  the Juveniles seems good and I hope is going to do 
much good. The temperance cause is flourishing here.

Tuesday 20:  A continuation of  clear, dry, frosty weather. 
White frost every night and too cold for comfort without fire 
through the day. I borrowed $25 from Gee and paid balance 
of  money borrowed of  Matlock $20. and spent the day as 
usual.

Wednesday 21:  In like manner. I bought another bushel of  
meal from Sy at $1.90 and 6 lbs. of  rice at 9 cents which I 
paid $2.45 for. The weather looks fair for dry weather still.

Thursday 22:  In like manner, nothing of  interest occur-
ring. I, a few days past, agreed with P. McCollum for 13 bales 
of  cotton of  H. Cleam at 9¢ on 12 months credit. I am 
obliged to do this to make part payment of  my N. Orleans 
debt, on account of  the failure of  my own crop.

Friday 23:  In like manner. I am uneasy about the state of  
things. I have such a family of  black and white to feed and 
the scarcity of  money.

Saturday 24:  I bought and paid for 2 bushels of  meal at 
$1.90 - $3.80 and bought ½  bu. of  sweet potatoes - seed - at 
Brooks, not paid. There is no corn to be had in the country. I 
attended the funeral of  Mrs. Moore, an exciting occasion, 
largely attended. The cries of  lamentation of  the affectionate 
little girls were too much for my nerves and I retired a part of  
the time. Cool frosty and smoky weather. River still going 
down and no prospect of  rain. During the past week I made 
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an arrangement with James Vaughan for 1st payment on my 
lot. I took up my note due and gave my note with Mr. Scog-
gin security payable 1st October 1855 with 10 percent int. 
about $322, which sets that matter easy until fall and the 
note is given to the Commissioners of  Internal Improvement 
which can be renewed again if  I wish.

Sunday 25:  (missing day, editor’s note)

Monday 26:  I spent the day as usual. Nothing of  interest 
occurring.

Tuesday 27: In like manner. Times getting more stringent. 
Corn meal $1.90 to $2.50 per bushel and money nearly ex-
hausted in the country. Supplies of  every description of  the 
necessaries of  life scarcely to be had and the boats all laid up, 
and what is remarkable the drought seems to extend to all the 
Southern country.

Wednesday 28:  In like manner. I am a good deal afflicted 
with a cold, rather of  rheumatic symptoms in my head and 
neck.

Thursday 29: In like manner. Not doing much as I do not 
feel in good plight for making the effort.

Friday 30:  Willis started to work again with Lear at $20 per 
month. I went out today 28 miles to take depositions in Co-
lumbia City and got to Mrs. Fletchers in the evening after a 
days fatiguing rides thru a cold drizzle of  rain on a poor 
horse.

Saturday 31:  I attended to taking depositions at the house 
of  A. J. Kelly and returned on my way as far as Mr. Cross's 
where I tarried for the night in comfortable quarters.

143



Sunday 1:  At home. I am still unwell and after paying $1.00 
on my bill I returned home at 11 o’clock and remained for the 
day at the fireside.

Monday 2:  Court commenced. I attended closely but have not 
got over my cold. There has been no warm spring weather yet 
and vegetation is near a month behind. The early fruit is killed 
and constant fires have to be kept up yet. I met with a loss a 
week or two past which being reminded of  here, I must record. I 
had paid a most extravagant price for a bushel of  Irish potatoes 
and planted them early with manure and great care. I am very 
fond of  them and counted on my fine early patch of  potatoes in 
the scarcity of  everything else. But Alas! How transient are hu-
man prospects! How delusive are human hopes! By neglect of  
my servants, the gates were left open and the hogs swept 
through. My philosophy could not stand the shock. It was at-
tended with almost sickening disappointment. And we will have 
to live without early vegetables.

Tuesday 3:  Court is still progressing. The State Prosecution is 
making havoc among the ranks of  our citizens and they will be 

VEGETABLES AT LAST

❖ “Our garden comes on slowly, too dry for anything to 
grow.  We have however some lettuce, mustard and 
onions. We should be contented with fare which leaves 
us in such fine health. Our little chick Clara is 
walking and a source of  great interest with us all. She 
is a dear little one, such a cheerful little cricket and so 
intelligent. Her little tottering steps amuse us.”
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compelled to abate their payments, or the Treasury and the 
States Attorney will grow rich. The moral portion of  the com-
munity are getting decidedly the upper hand. Paid quarter 
postage and stamps $2.25.

Wednesday 4:  In like manner. We are doing some business 
but are not yet getting our share. Case and Warren are both 
getting a good deal more than we are. These gentlemen have 
been here long and are partially supported by the community 
and they of  course have the lead over a new and unknown 
lawyer, and my partner, Mr. Scoggin, is not an efficient or 
well read lawyer but a clever man and a popular one.

Thursday 5:  In like manner. Business going on well. We 
had on yesterday evening a hard rain. Much to the gratifica-
tion of  the people. It has been hoped for prayed for, and 
looked for until our community had been almost despondent, 
and some really feared a famine. The river is rising and there 
is great rejoicing. Since last May there has been but one rain 
to raise the water and but seldom any at all.

Friday 6:  After the motions in Court this morning, I got a 
horse at Suttons stable and went down to the S.B. Chenow-
ith, aground about 16 miles below, on account of  the Ins. of-
fice. I got a pilot to go through the bottom to the boat. Paid 
him 50¢ I was glad to find her afloat and to all appearances 
safe. Returned after dark with old Mr. Works to his house for 
the night. I paid $3.50 for two bushels of  meal this week. I 
am feeble and inert today.

Saturday 7:  I started and got home at 11 o’clock. Feel bet-
ter today. Boats up today and things seem to be revived in 

Camden. I paid Mr. Sutherland $1.50 which I had forgot was 
left with me by C. J. Harvey.  Collected of  Carter $1.25 and 
paid 50¢ for ferriage. Borrowed of  Agee $25 and paid Gee 
$25 previously borrowed. This is a delightful day, savors of  
spring but is tolerably cool for the season.

Sunday 8:  At home. Still have cold but am easier. Fresh but-
ter this morning for breakfast, and cream in our coffee, the 
first for two or three months. I have just brought the stock 
out of  the cane, six young calves. A fine river but the boats 
are missing.

Monday 9:  At home attending to Court. The business of  
the Civil and Chancery docket comes up now in quick dis-
patch. I am just informed that my young negro Thomas who 
ran away from me here some 3 or 5 weeks ago, went to 
Hawes Coleman's and while his negroes were hiding him out, 
he attempted to cross the river and drowned. His body was 
found last week. This is about my usual fortune. I struggle 
hard, but as fast as I gain a little by desperate efforts, some 
draw back overtakes me. My losses have been very heavy in 
money and property matters and I almost wonder that I have 
been able to keep my family up. But I am thankful for the fa-
vors I enjoy and the health and promising indications of  my 
family. I will still hope for better times in my worldly affairs, 
and if  I do not live to see them I am at least doing all I can to 
prepare those who are to succeed me to act their parts prop-
erly. This boy is a loss of   $1200 which would have greatly re-
lieved me in payment of  my debts.
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Tuesday 10:  Court still progressing in its ordinary course. 
And we are getting some business but no money. No boat yet 
and almost suffering for want of  it.

Wednesday 11:  In like manner. I have invited but little 
company this Court. We are badly provided with the means 
of  treating company as we would wish. 

Thursday 12:  Judge Hubbard, Mr. Gantt and some other 
friends supped with us tonight. The business of  the Court is 
over. My health is bad.	 My cold is still hanging on to me and 
seems to have taken hold of  my whole system.

Friday 13:  I bought and paid for 1 bushel meal of  Sy 
$1.75, also paid $1.00 for money borrowed by Clara hereto-
fore to buy meal. I also paid Mr. Matlock this week $10 
which I had borrowed of  him. I am lying up pretty much to-
day and giving attention to business of  the Insurance office.

Saturday 14: At home in like manner. No boat up yet. Pas-
sengers waiting anxiously.

Sunday 15:  I started to El Dorado today to see Margaret 
and her little one and family. Court is coming on. I have been 
so situated as not to be able to visit her since her confine-
ment. Such is the charge on my hands that I cannot often 
pursue the calls of  inclination at the expense of  expediency. I 
have to hold on firmly to a vigilant care of  the affairs of  my-
self  and family with a view to their important interests rather 
than the pleasure of  constant association with them. I got to 
Mr. Carletons a little before night, worn down and fatigued 
with some fever and greatly debilitated, I could scarcely sit 

up. I found all well and all that affectionate kindness and sym-
pathy could do to restore me was done. I took some pills, 
drank some hot tea, bathed my feet and had a goodnights 
sleep. I saw my first grand-child and kissed it. I never could 
tell much about the appearance of  infants but it is Margarets 
child and that is sufficient for me to love it. I think her fea-
tures are more like to Mr. Carletons, especially her eyes.

Monday 16:  I arose and took some coffee, and feel some 
easier but my cold is still preying upon me, sneezing and my 
head running, my lungs not effected. I spent the day happily 
with Margaret in her room. 

Tuesday 17:  In like manner except a short visit to the 
Courthouse. I have been somewhat relieved by the medicine 
and rest and sleep and as I am unable to do anything, I am 
glad that I can be with Margaret.

Wednesday 18:  I went to the Courthouse and spent part 
of  my time, the balance at the house, resting and nursing my-
self, occasionally examining National Portraits and other 
such books for entertainment. 

Thursday 19:  I spent most of  the day at the Court House, 
giving strict attention to the warmly contested questions 
among the lawyers who investigate things here very closely, 
and pursue a more strict practice than I have ever witnessed 
before.

Friday 20:  In like manner. I am gaining strength and feel 
some better.
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Saturday 21:  In like manner. I borrowed $30 from Mr. C. 
and spent most of  the time with Margaret. I have enjoyed the 
society of  Marg. and her little family very well and begin to 
look towards home.

Sunday 22:  I took my leave of  the family and rode home 
where I reached an hour before sundown. “Gin" travelled 
well and altho tired I am better in health. Found all well, tho 
Clara had been affected a part of  the time with cold and fe-
ver. 

Monday 23:  I arose this morning refreshed, a warm dry 
morning. Warm enough for summer, ground very dry and 
the river too low again for boats. Returned to Mr. Agee the 
$25 which I had borrowed of  him. Spent most of  the day in 
looking after the affairs of  the Insurance office. We lost some-
thing by fire in the hold of  the Whiteman which was extin-
guished but injured some considerable portion of  the cargo.

Tuesday 24:  In like manner. I am perusing the books on 
the subject. William sold the old mule Thom for $50 last 
week taking Fowler and Butterworths note due 1st December 
for it. And some malicious wretch has injured another mule 
and horse by stabbing them. I have got up all my cattle again 
and we have milk plenty.

Wednesday 25:  I am engaged in the Ins. office. Paid first 
loss today $240.

Thursday 26:  Weather still dry and warm and river down 
almost to low watermark. Great trouble in getting up goods 
and supplies. Not half  the cotton off. Had the 14 bales which 

I bought of  Mr. Henry Gleam weighed today. Cotton is do-
ing well by latest reports and I think my purchase will nearly 
quit cost, if  it will, so that I can have the use of  the money 12 
months, my purpose will be answered. Paid $2. for a bushel 
meal bought last week, and borrowed from Powels livery sta-
ble 1 sack corn 120 lbs. which I sent to mill and got meal.

Friday 27:  I feel much improved since the weather has be-
come warm.  My teeth and jaws are a little sore yet. Rec’d 
$10. from  Judge Strain for work account paid William, 45¢ 
for his dues to Division. Let the sorrel horse to Mr. Ellington 
in the country for his feed during the crop and he is to be re-
turned in good order afterwards.

Saturday 28:  I sold two cows and calves, one to Mr. 
McHugh and at $20, and one to Abbott for $18 which is to 
go as a credit on note to Mr. Knowles. Paid 40¢ for a fish.  
Went to hear the young people sing at night.

Sunday 29:  At home attended preaching as usual and spent 
the day happily with my cheerful little family. William having 
a weeks vacation, went down to El Dorado to see Margt. and 
family. Returned on Friday, leaving all well. Our garden 
comes on slowly, too dry for anything to grow.  We have how-
ever some lettuce, mustard and onions. We should be con-
tented with fare which leaves us in such fine health. Our little 
chick Clara is walking and a source of  great interest with us 
all. She is a dear little one, such a cheerful little cricket and so 
intelligent. Her little tottering steps amuse us. I settled my 
acct. with Haslip and Grant for merchandize and including 3 
ducks $1.50 which I got of  Haislip, deducting my acct. 
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against stable for halling $20.60. 1 gave note for balance 
about $13.50 during the past week.

Monday 30:  At home as usual. Gave some attention to my 
garden, etc. Weather warm.
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Tuesday 1:  Some clouds today and a light shower of  rain at 
night. Just enough to lay the dust, and cool the air, made out my 
semiannual report in the Ins. office today. After paying all 
known losses we are gaining about $950. including interest and 
deducting all expenses.

Wednesday 2:  At home as usual. Paid 15¢ for a fish, and 
planted a few sweet potato slips, watering them. Got up my bar-
rel of  Irish potatoes from B. Hill where the boat had left them, 
also 1 sack of  corn Keil boat charges 80¢ paid Sy for mending 
shoes 50¢. Our garden is drying out and we are obliged to water 
plants every evening.

Thursday 3:  Planted about half  my I. potatoes. Ground too 
hard and dry to plant balance. I have gotten pretty well over my 
cold since the weather got warm. But little doing in the land. 
Times hard but still hoping for better. Settled with Abbot price 
of  cow and gave him my note for balance of  note to Knowles 
about $9.55. Wrote a long letter to my BROTHER JAMES, in 
which I relinquish all claim to BROTHER WILLIAM’S ES-
TATE, to him only requesting the cancelment of  a small note 

SPRING

❖ “The beauties of  nature developed by the refreshing 
rain compensate in some degree for the inconvenience 
of  the past drought. The soft and balmy breezes which 
hold in gentle agitation the verdant forest, bring 
calmness and thankfulness to the reflecting mind, and 
make us feel that we are still the objects of  providential 
care. The sunshine of  the day is fatiguing but the 
freshness and genial sweetness of  the morning air as 
well as the mildness and coolness of  the clear starry 
nights give new interest to life ...”
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say $50 or $75 given to my father in his lifetime and request-
ing that suitable tombs should be erected to the memory of  
our parents and him. There only remains of  our family 
Brother James and myself. He is seven years younger than I 
am.

Friday 4:  Spent the day as usual. Still dry. Gave $1.75 per 
bu. for sack of  corn to McC & F. and paid $2.00 of  it. Paid 
25¢ for a fish.

Saturday 5:  Mr. Carleton & family came up last night. A 
grandchild added to our already large family seems strange, 
but it is a peculiar gratification to have all our children with 
us. We are to have Marg. with us a week while Mr. C. is out 
at the Courts. 

Sunday 6:  Mr. C. left for the Court at Columbia City. I 
spent the day as usual.

Monday 7:  I passed the day as usual. Probate Court is set-
ting and we are occasionally engaged there. I omitted to men-
tion a week or two past the purchase of  6½ lbs of  coffee 
from Gee and paid $1.00 for it.

Tuesday 8:  I passed the day mostly with the family. Marga-
rets child sick.

Wednesday 9:  In like manner. I collected $5. in cash fee in 
Probate Court which is the first dollar cash in hand I have 
rec’d for fees in Camden.

Thursday 10:  I rec’d of  Mr. Agee $10 amount of  my fee in 
a case manifested in Court. Paid Brooks account say $7.60, 

of  which $2.50 was paid on bushel of  meal while I was at El 
Dorado. Paid Sy 80¢ for cobbling and 75¢ balance on Clara's 
acct. Also $1.00 for half  bushel of  meal.  The weather is 
clear and dry as ever. Dick has been quite sick with cold and 
I am a good deal interrupted in my sleep with the children. 
Eveline came home from Mr. Thorntons.

Friday 11:  Spent the day mostly in attending to the family 
and having the garden watered. We tried setting out potato 
slips and cabbage plants and watered them and have got 
some to live. I made an arrangement with Lear to go after 
some corn to B. Hill which I had on the Stacy. I furnished 
the team and sent $2. to pay freight and he sent for the corn. 
Brought six sacks and I got one home. I lent him 3 sacks on 
account of  his sending after it. Dear as bread to both of  us 
by the time we got it. Corn has sold as high as $3.00 per bu. 
today in town. 

Saturday 12:  At home as usual. I attended the singing to-
night and the S. of  Temperance last night. Commenced rain-
ing slightly tonight. Sent Eveline to Pagets.

Sunday 13:  A heavy rain this morning. Great rejoicing. 
One more chance for crops and vegetables. Had peas for din-
ner, but they are done over with the drought. Went to church 
as usual and feel thankful that things are no worse. The chil-
dren are better but not well yet.

Monday 14:  At home busy in the garden. Planted bal. of  
my potatoes, cabbage plants and potato slips. In the evening 
we had a fine turnout of  the people on the occasion of  the 
presenting of  a banner and Bible to the Cadets by the young 
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ladies. Ann H. presented the Banner and Hugh was chosen 
to receive the Bible, both acquitted themselves well. Among 
all my misfortunes these things shed a bright ray of  comfort 
and pleasure around my almost desponding heart.

Tuesday 15:  At home as usual. The beauties of  nature de-
veloped by the refreshing rain on Sunday compensate in 
some degree for the inconvenience of  the past drought. The 
soft and balmy breezes which hold in gentle agitation the ver-
dant forest, bring calmness and thankfulness to the reflecting 
mind, and make us feel that we are still the objects of  provi-
dential care. The sunshine of  the day is fatiguing but the 
freshness and genial sweetness of  the morning air as well as 
the mildness and coolness of  the clear starry nights give new 
interest to life and cause us to reluctantly close our eyes and 
our windows on the same.

Wednesday 16:  I spent the day as usual. Margt. and family 
left us. Mr. C. having spent the day and night with us. Her 
child is better and they have returned home. Hugh goes with 
them to stay with his sister while Mr. C. is absent at Court.

Thursday 17:  In like manner. I am reading and instructing 
the children. I rec’d 75¢ for part of  my I. potatoes. I had a set-
tlement with McC. & Fel. of  accts. etc. some $650. I assigned 
$200. to the Insurance office for them on their premiums and 
$74.50 due me on fees and hauling and I gave them note for 
$353. of  which $300. is to come out of  my cotton and bal-
ance to be paid in Railroad requisitions, so that heavy matter 
is adjusted.

Friday 18:  In like manner. Nothing occurring worthy of  re-
cord.

Saturday 19:  Busy on professional business. Weather of  
summer temperature.

Sunday 20:  Spent the day in reading, etc. mostly at the of-
fice. To Episcopalian Church at night.

Monday 21:  Engaged closely on professional business. 
Rec’d on Satday the second sack of  my corn from Mr. Sears 
and had it ground. We are out of  flour. Had snaps today for 
dinner, our first vegetables improving.

Tuesday 22:  Spent the day partly in attending to the gar-
den and part in instructing the children and promiscuous 
reading.

Wednesday 23:  In like manner. Weather exceedingly 
warm for time of  year.

Thursday 24:  In like manner. I am attending particularly 
to Henry's lessons now. Owing to my engagements for the 
last three month he has been neglected and was losing what 
he had acquired. 

Friday 25:  In like manner. Thom is getting laths, which I 
contracted to deliver in town at $2. per thousand.

Saturday 26:  I am reading Bentons book "Thirty Years in 
the Senate" but little doing in the office and things look 
gloomy especially about supplies.

Sunday 27:  I went to church, balance of  the day in attend-
ing to the children. Summer heat of  weather. Garden burn-
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ing up again and no river. William's session in teaching is out. 
He has held out quite well and made some $150. He went 
out to the country yesterday for recreation. He is a promising 
youth, in habits, personal appearance and deportment but la-
bors under a want of  concentration of  thought, and critical 
acumen. If  he could add close investigation and clear percep-
tion of  deduction in principles and science, to his other use-
ful and valuable traits he would be among the foremost of  
young men.

Monday 28:  At home as usual. Paid Sy $2. for a bushel of  
meal. Rec’d for Edmunds hire 50¢ and paid last week 50¢ 
dues to the Division.

Tuesday 29:  At home as usual. Nothing doing at the office. 
I read at the house. Am bothered with demands for money, 
and the failure of  navigation brings with it the double hard-
ship of  scarcity of  supplies and scarcity of  money. I don’t 
know how we are to get along.

Wednesday 30:  I went up to Dallas and stayed all night 
with Burrell Shattock in hospitable plain country fare, very 
agreeable to me. Ferriage and pike 20¢.

Thursday 31:  Went on up and contracted with E. M. Har-
ris for D. Hall to sell him a quarter section of  land (the N. W. 
qr. of  Sect.15. 8 S. Range 16 W.) for $2.50 per acre $100. 
payable on taking up my note to Turner and $300. payable 
Christmas next $100 and Christmas a year $200 with 10 per-
cent int. after next Christmas.

152



Friday 1:  Stayed at Mr. Trice's at my old place all night, went 
over to Mr. Harris' and closed the sale, left title bond and notes 
with Mr. H. which he is to send me when closed by D. Hall. 
Went to Princeton, dined at Col. Martins, settled with Montgom-
ery and Green as follows: Took my note to them for P’l & Int. 
$86.55 by proceeds - 15 sacks salt $50 and order to them on 
Trustees of  Princeton Academy for $27. Also settled with P. H. 
Thomas & Co. as follows -  I took up my dft. and protest on H. 
Terry & Co. for $131.58 and $7.73 expense of  protest on this 
and another dft by order on Trustees Princeton Academy 
$75.66. $56. previously ordered on same, $25 settled thro Scott. 
This also covers Burns order for $6.75 on acct. fodder.

This settles all that matter. I gave my note to Martin & Thomas 
for $11. last years acct still unpaid. I gave Smirl an order on Mr. 
Trice for $45. on account of  that amount which he Smirl gets 
credit on our settlement on corn account. I was much pleased at 
finding a good crop on my old place and things taken care of. I 
came on to Mr. Stokes for the night.

MT. LEBANON, LA

❖ “William started to Mt. Lebanon, La. by the way of  
El Dorado this morning. I gave him $3.50 change for 
his trip, being all I had. Weather still dry and river 
low..”

❖ Mount Lebanon was probably the first permanent 
settlement in what is now Bienville Parish. The 
Mount Lebanon Baptist Church was organized in 
1837. Clara Brown’s sister lived there married to Mr. 
Humphrey. Members of  John Brown’s family visited 
Mt. Lebanon quite often during the time of  the diary.
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Saturday 2: Rode home. I authorized the hire of  Eveline 
for the present month to Mr. Thompson by Mr. Paget at $4. 
There was a fine rain on Wednesday night last, tolerably gen-
eral which has brightened the countenances of  the people 
and their prospects greatly, but I find on reaching the river it 
has made very little difference in the water. It cleared off  
very cool. Unusually so. Fire is quite comfortable. 

Sunday 3:  Corn crops unusually fine, oats seriously hurt, 
wheat good and cotton prospects fair.

Monday 4:  At home as usual with the family both days.

Tuesday 5: In like manner. Occasionally reading Benton’s 
book.

Wednesday 6:  In like manner. The nights are cool, rather 
too much for comfort or health, but the weather delightful for 
the season. 

Thursday 7:  In like manner. I am doing but little. Every-
thing is dull and the hopes of  navigation again passed by. I 
am much put to it to get meal. I borrowed a sack of  corn 
from Mr. Rouasville. My anxieties about provisions keep me 
unfitted for proper thought and study. I must be at my ease 
when I can read to advantage.

Friday 8:  In like manner. I had a settlement with D. Lear 
for the hire of  my hands altogether up to tomorrow night 9th 
inst. $200.82. Attended the meeting of  the Division as I al-
ways do when at home.

Saturday 9:  I spent the day idly except in looking out for 
corn or meal neither of  which I found and we are out. Ed-
munds cash rec’ts about $2.00 this week. Our meat is also 
running short, and I cannot find a chance to get ham that I 
have already at Dr. Bethels. There is none in town for sale, 
flour $16. per barrel and but little at that. I attended an auc-
tion of  Thos Leaks goods and bought a pretty good bill of  
necessary articles at about cost. Season still delightful. Some 
3 keel boats have started with cotton down the river. Money 
is almost disappearing. At singing tonight.

Sunday 10: I spent the day as usual on Sunday. Our garden 
is doing some better and we get a moderate supply of  vegeta-
bles.
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Monday 11:  I spent the day as usual. I gave $2. for 1 bu. of  
corn. Thom is hunting for the oxen, but does not find them. 
My beef  is out and I can not find Thom, much to my incon-
venience. Everything works wrong about supplies.

Tuesday 12: At home as usual. William started to Mt. Leba-
non, La. by the way of  El Dorado this morning. I gave him 
$3.50 change for his trip, being all I had. Weather still dry 
and river low. Dullness prevails. Health is good. The climate 
delightful but the want of  navigation is still "the cruel some-
thing".

Wednesday 13: At home as usual. I am not doing much in 
the office and spend most of  my time at home. The nights 
are so cool as to render fire comfortable. 

Thursday 14: In like manner. Lear got his yoke of  oxen this 
week and a yoke with them. Thom found the balance of  
mine today. I paid $2. for bu. of  meal to Sy Jones. Borrowed 
45 lbs. flour of  Lee Morgan to be returned some time hence 
of  sweet flour. New flour came in today, held at 10¢.

Friday 15:  I had a beef  killed this morning weighing about 
360 lbs., sold out at 6 & 7¢, about $9., lent Mr. Agee 50½ lbs. 
and Warren 9½ lbs. and Mrs. Stone 5 or 6. Hide delivered at 
tan yard 60 lb at 4¢. The beef  is very palatable and well 
timed as we are about out of  meat and none in town for sale. 
I have not got mine from the country yet. Steven & Willis 
came home last night from C. Fitzhugh's. 

Saturday 16: I sent Willis down to B. Hills for my corn with 
the four wheels. 

Sunday 17:  At home. I attended an auction of  goods at 
Leaks store both today & last Saturday. I purchased various 
articles for family use on pretty good terms, with as large a 
concern as I have it behooves me to pay particular attention 
to the terms on which I lay in, and as I did not go to New Or-
leans or elsewhere this past spring, to buy I must avail myself  
of  the best chances here. The country is getting dry again. In-
deed the wells and many of  the springs have failed. I got by 
Willis the balance of  my corn of  7 sacks from B. Hill’s, leav-
ing 6 at the steam mill to be ground and brought home 1 
sack of  corn. Our garden is affording us some advantages 
now but only a moderate supply yet. Hugh got home from El 
Dorado on the same day that Wm. left. I am still home perus-
ing Benton by way of  pastime.

Sunday 17:  A cloudy, morning and cool. A good rain now 
would make the present crop but it would require an excess 
of  rain to put up the water for navigation. So uniform and ex-
tended a drought has never been known since my remem-
brance, but the crops are fine up to this time. Business in 
town has almost ceased. The merchants and others who had 
ordered supplies can't get them from the different points at 
which they are loaded along the river. Attended church at the 
Episcopal.

Monday 18:  Still very warm and dry. Eveline is hired out 
by Paget to Burnham at the rate of  $50 per annum with the 
usual clothing, etc. Rec’d a letter from my Brother James, 
and enclosing my two notes given to my father in his life 
time, the one for $95 dated the 27th Sept. 1822, which was 
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given I think for a horse he bought for me when I was setting 
out to practice law and the other dated 5th Sept. 1826 bear-
ing interest from the 1st of  January, 1819, which if  I recollect 
right was given for money borrowed to enter land in Missouri 
which I afterwards sold out when I declined moving to that 
state or settling there, which is all I ever claimed of  my father 
or my brothers estate. I paid 20 cts. for mustard. I am paying 
strict attention to my garden but it is fading again by 
drought.

Tuesday 19: I settled with P. K. Rounsaville which repays 
$15. I had borrowed of  him last year.  Also included $3. the 
old lady owed for molasses. I also offered to pay for the corn 
I had borrowed of  him instead of  returning it, which still 
leaves me indebted to him some several dollars. We had a 
fine shower this morning.

Wednesday 20:  A foggy morning which is an unusual 
thing this season, for there has hardly been moisture enough 
to produce one before. I set out some more potato slips yester-
day and cabbage plants but the season was insufficient. We 
have some trouble with diarrhea but no dangerous case yet. 
It is prevailing rather as an epidemic in the country, but com-
monly easily checked.

Thursday 21:  A fine growing day.  Paid Gee $1.90 for a 
bu. of  meal. A light shower of  rain for two days past, refresh-
ing but not materially benefitting.

Friday 22:  I spent the day as usual. This evening we had 
heavy rain, ground wet. 

Saturday 23:  I set out a quantity of  potato slips and vines. 
More rain, the first time the ground has been thoroughly wet 
this season even since last fall. Our garden now begins to 
look like paying for labor. I rec’d about $1.50 this week cash 
for Edmunds hire, and one dollar for Thom one day. I am 
having laths delivered to Arrington at $2. per thousand. I had 
six sacks corn ground up today so we have plenty of  meal, 
but the meat is short now. Corn has fallen since the rain. But 
there is hardly any meat in the market and flour comes in 
slowly. Pd. 10 cts. for blackberries.

Sunday 24: A pleasant warm day. Went to church as usual, 
did not go down in town. River rises very little. Corn crops 
considered made and much better than usual. Had 2 good 
small watermelons. I am spending my time without much la-
bor, in the garden and light reading and some attention to 
the little boys lessons. Nothing doing in the law or the insur-
ance office. We are blessed with fine health, and our supply 
of  eatables is the constant daily labor.

Monday 25:  I spent the day as usual, except that I walked 
out 2 1/2  miles where the hands are at work and back again 
before dinner.

Tuesday 26:  In like manner. I bought 25 lbs. bacon at 15 
cts. for shoulders and paid to Gossett $1. Rec’d of  Edmund 
50 cts. hire.

Wednesday 27:  Fine weather and good health. The men 
working out at the Hills, getting rails, etc.
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Thursday 28:  I spent the day learning the children and 
reading DeBows Review. Bought 50 lbs. of  country flour at 
6¢, also 27 1/2 lbs. side bacon at 15 cts. borrowed $5. from 
Rainey which I paid towards them and intend a credit on 
Wombly note to B & S. for 2.12 1/2 the balance.  So we are 
fixed for eating again for a while. Vegetables fine and we are 
still planting more. We are filling up all spaces with peas.  
Also replacing those plants which failed or produced an early 
crop with peas.  Have 4 few good melons ripe. William got 
home last night.

Friday 29:  As usual. But little doing in the office and I 
spend a great deal of  my time with the family and in the gar-
den.

Saturday 30:  A vastly heavy rain, but not general. Set out 
potato vines and some cabbage plants to fill up vacancies. 
Have a fine prospect for potatoes. I took up my note to P. 
Agee for land and substituted another including interest to 
the Comm. School Commissioners for about $618. including 
interest for 12 months at 10 percent.

Mount Lebanon Baptist Church, Mount Lebanon, LA.

“Dogtrot”, built 1847, Mount Lebanon, LA
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Sunday 1:  A delightfully clear, Sabbath morning, everything 
fresh and verdant around us. Went to church as usual.

Monday 2:  Spent the day partly in professional business and 
the evening setting out potato vines. No river yet, and no hope 
for this season now.

Tuesday 3:  Spent the day mainly at the house. Light reading 
and amusing myself  with the children.  Weather hot. Vegetables 
abundant. I am just breathing along eating and sleeping, Very 
little business at present and my horses are not in a fix for me to 
go abroad and my land matters.

Wednesday 4:  The anniversary of  the greatest of  human 
events has again rolled around and we celebrated it, tho in a 
very different mode from that which most of  my life has been ac-
customed to. But at the same time much the most rational, and 
becoming to a Christian people, commemorating the day signal-
ized as the Crisis which determined their political liberty. The 
Sons of  Temperance met at their room, formed a procession 
about 60 members attending, besides the Cadets (boys) some 20 
or more marched with patriotic music to the Methodist Church 

MY WATCH

❖ “Have got my watch repaired and she runs finely. I 
value her both for her works and her antiquity altho 
she is a plain silver lever.”

❖ Towards the end of  the eighteenth century, the lever 
escapement was put into limited production by a 
handful of  makers including Josiah Emery (a Swiss 
based in London) and Abraham-Louis Breguet. With 
this, a domestic watch could keep time to within a 
minute a day. Lever watches became common after 
about 1820, and this type is still used in most 
mechanical watches today. 
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in due form, where after a solemn and appropriate prayer by 
their Chaplain, Dr. Hartwell, and the singing of  the opening 
ode, seconded by the instruments, the Declaration of  Inde-
pendence was read by Dr. Graves, one of  their number and 
two Temperance speeches by two brethren from Arkadelphia, 
to a large concourse of  people who attended on the occasion. 
All retired cool, comfortable, and composed to their respec-
tive pursuits, without any unnatural oppression of  their stom-
achs or exciting of  their brains and passions, to enjoy a re-
freshing draught of  their natural beverage and such delica-
cies and refreshing necessaries as their tastes and circum-
stances might have provided, in temperance and moderation. 
In the evening a large Ball came off  at the Court House, 
which none of  my family attended, but was said to be a great 
improvement on former occasions on account of  the more 
temperate conduct of  the young men.

Thursday 5:  Spent the day as usual, mostly with the family.

Friday 6:  In like manner. Nothing worthy of  noting.

Saturday 7:  In like manner. Attended to some business in 
settling up the matters of  the Ins. Office. Went to the singing 
at night which is a pleasant and at the same time innocent 
way of  spending Saturday evening.

Sunday 8:  Spent the day as usual. We have now a reason-
able supply of  watermelons from the garden every day, which 
is  part of  our domestic economy, while most of  our neigh-
bors are buying them daily. One of  my best milk cows died.

Monday 9:  Spent most of  the day in business of  the Ins. of-
fice. At night to hear a sermon from a transient Presbyterian 
preacher which was quite becoming.

Tuesday 10:  Collected yesterday $8.50 of  fees which go to 
credit of  my salary at Ins. office and paid at Gossets $2.75 
balance for bacon. Rec’d Edmunds hire $1. and 25 cts. paid 
94¢ Post Office acct.

Wednesday 11:  Spent the day attending to Dick who is af-
flicted with diarhea and I am giving him medicine. I rec’d 
last week from Dr. Bethel my meat some 700 lbs. I suppose. I 
have to settle with him yet for the killing and curing of  it.  
Rec’d $3.91 returned by Mr. Conly after paying my taxes in 
Drew County 1854.

Thursday 12:  Have got my watch repaired and she runs 
finely. I value her both for her works and her antiquity altho 
she is a plain silver lever. I rec’d from Mr. Agee the beef  
which I had loaned him when I killed. I sent to my brother 
James a release of  all my interest in my fathers and brother 
Wm’s. estate, I was permitted to work my own way at about 
fifteen years of  age and had about $195 in money afterwards. 
They lived together and had all things pretty much in com-
mon and I claim nothing. I do not know but suppose the 
property is worth $2500 or $3000.

Friday 13:  Spent the day as usual. I am uneasy about Dick. 
His disease seems hard to check and is gradually reducing 
him. We are out of  flour again and I got ten lbs. from Sy 
Jones.
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Saturday 14:  I spent the day as usual. Rec’d from Ed-
munds hire 50¢. Attended to some business in the Ins. office. 
The unnavigable condition of  the river has prevented the of-
fice from doing much business and subjected us to some 
losses. We have however cleared during the business season 
about 7 or 8 percent on the amount called in, besides the in-
terest which the stock note bears where it was not paid in. We 
won't of  course do much now until the river opens again. 
Went to the singing Saturday night.

Sunday 15:  As usual. Attended the Episcopal Church and 
heard two brief  good sermons.

Monday 16:  The county Court sat today, I spent the day at 
the office and in the Courthouse attending to business.

Tuesday 17:  In like manner. I paid 70 cts. to Sy Jones for 
flour bought last week. The garden is giving way again, burn-
ing up suddenly. Hugh and Henry started to school Monday, 
Hugh commencing the Greek and Henry's debut in school. 
He can spell and read a little.

Wednesday 18: Spent the day principally with the family 
reading newspapers and Dick also needs some attention.

Thursday 19:  In like manner. We had some clouds and a 
dewy shower this evening. Henry is complaining and Dick is 
some better. Let Hugh have 35 cts. to pay his dues to the Divi-
sion of  Cadets.

Friday 20:  I wrote some letters, and chatted some time with 
some of  the parties who are growing quite hot between the 

Democrats and “Know Nothings”. We old Whigs are now 
resting at our ease and listening to the noise.

Saturday 21:  I spent the day as usual. We are enjoying mel-
ons now, but the intensity of  the heat of  the sun and the dry-
ness of  the ground is again severely affecting the garden. 
Rec’d one dollar this week for Edmunds hire.

Sunday 22:  Went to church and spent the day as usual.

Monday 23:  As usual. I collected $1.75 from Sutherland on 
beef  acct.

Tuesday 24:  In like manner. I am reading newspapers, peri-
odicals, eating, sleeping and playing with the little child, doc-
toring Dick and licking the older boys. Dick is still sick and 
afflicted in his bowels and the usual remedies have not suc-
ceeded. Altho he goes about and eats and has no fever he is 
reduced.

Wednesday 25:  The examination is on hand, and I am at-
tending. We have company.

Thursday 26:  I attended. The young ladies done pretty 
well. My children are improving. Ann H. is studious and ex-
erting herself  to some advantage. The concert tonight given 
by the Teachers and pupils for the entertainment of  the audi-
ence was very much crowded.

Friday 27:  At home as usual. We have had some gentle 
showers for a day or two and the vegetation is coming again.
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Saturday 28: I rec’d $1. this week for Edmunds hire. D. 
Lear paid $6. for the corn he owed me and I purchased it 
from Dr. Williams at $l.25. Our garden is doing well and we 
are enjoying its fruits. Children better.

Sunday 29:  I spent the day at home, and went to church at 
night.

Monday 30:  I spent this day at home, and collected of  D. 
Lear $25 to go on a credit on his note for $50 with H. Thorn 
as security. Paid Rainy $5. which I had previously borrowed 
from him, and also paid Sy Jones $5. 1 also paid Simmons 
$5. on account of  Flannagans order to me for tax money in 
Clark County. I also rec’d about $27 on my account with Ins. 
office for services which were credited on books.

Tuesday 31:  I spent the day as usual. Sold D. Lear the 
other yoke of  oxen at $50 payable at Christmas. Hired to 
him Willis for a month at $20. He commenced today and 
Lear helps to haul up balance of  lath, in the contract on the 
Oxen, and I help to find them in the woods.
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Wednesday 1:  In the afternoon I started out on a trip to at-
tend to my land matters and rode out on my poor mule Gin 13 
miles to Gambles for the night.

Thursday 2:  Pursued my journey after paying bill of  $1, and 
rode to John Wyatts 18 miles to dinner and rested till 4 o'clock. 
Very warm. Then rode to Mr. Atkinsons 10 miles for the night.

Friday 3:  After paying bill $l. rode on and stopped for night at 
Cantrell's Springs near Pine Bluff. Drank some of  the water 
which I think is useful water, about 26 miles today. Paid 20 cts. 
ferriage at Saline.

Saturday 4:  Went to Pine Bluff, examined at the land office 
about some State land matters, and went on to Dr. Brunsons 30 
miles today. Paid 50 cts. for feeding my mule. I am very much fa-
tigued every evening and my mules back is hurting badly which 
makes the ride worse on me.

Sunday 5:  Paid bill $1.00 and went to Mr. Kimbroughs where 
I got a fresh mule and left mine to pasture. This is great relief. I 
then went up the river to a crossing called Mitchells, and paid 

DUCK PROBLEMS

❖ “I transplanted during this wet spell a good many of  
the little collard where they were too thick and have 
pretty well filled up all gaps. The collards, cabbage, 
peas and potatoes all begin to grow off  again. The 
prospect is cheering to us.  Again the rats have made an 
inroad upon my little ducks and destroyed some 10 or 
12 to my great regret for I had taken great interest in 
them, and spent some care about them.”
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25 cts. ferriage for crossing over then went across the bottom 
to Esqr. Peels in the Prairie about 30 miles today.

Monday 6:  Went out to look at my land adjoining Peels, 
part of  which he had bought for taxes several years ago, 
found it not very good tried to compromise with him but 
failed, and after dinner went on towards White River, and be-
ing disappointed by the absence of  Major Totten, went to 
Mr. Richmonds in the same neighborhood for the night. Feel 
much fatigued, and depressed by the failure, as I fear, of  do-
ing much by a trip which is so expensive and fatiguing.

Tuesday 7:  I went past Tottens, and concluded to hurry on 
so as to see him at Pine Bluff.  Got to the Post of  Arkansas in 
the evening. Stopped with my agent Halliburton and spend a 
comfortable night. The neighborhood has lately been 
scourged by Cholera, flux, etc. Getting a report a little more 
favorable about my lands than I had anticipated, rested more 
satisfied and hoped for the better. Paid this morning 50 cts. 
not having change of  $1.00. 1 left the bond of  Dougherty for 
land title with Mr. H. to try to get those lands which I had re-
deemed from him set right.

Wednesday 8:  Rode to Thelfords Ferry, paid 25 cts. ferri-
age and got to Mr. Kimbroughs about 3 o’clock.  Rested the 
balance of  the evening. Ate some fine melons, etc.

Thursday 9:  Mounted Gin again and rode to P. Bluffs at 5 
o'clock. Met with Major Totten but got no money but he as-
sured me that I should have it next winter. Saw Belnap and 
made this arrangement about my tract of  land on which he 
had taken a claim. That my agent should examine it and if  

we could not agree about the price of  selling it to him I am 
to refund to him what he has paid out, say not exceeding 
$30, and that there should not be any further difficulty about 
that quarter section.

Friday 10:  Stayed last night at a shanty 6 miles out from P. 
Bluffs, there being no chance to stay for 10 miles out - poor 
fare of  course but I stood it to get that far on my way with 
my sore-backed mule towards home. Paid bill $1.00 and rode 
out to Mr. H. Remmels in Drew County for the night - 30 
miles.

Saturday 11:  I went with Mr. R. and examined the East 
half  of  section 13 T11, R 8 which he had bid off  for taxes. 
Spent some time in trying to trade. At last I offered to take a 
mule at $175. and he pay me $25 being $2.50 per acre for 
the South half  of  the SE Aq. of  the section on which he had 
already a field, and closed it by an article of  agreement 
which he holds settling the matter. So my lands are all clear 
of  tax difficulties in Drew. I am pleased with the land in this 
neighborhood, and have concluded to select Margaret's half  
section from this body of  my land. So I remained and rested 
the balance of  the day. Glad that my arrangements are made 
in this matter and ready to take a fresh start on a fresh ani-
mal for home.

Sunday 12:  Took an early start for home, and travelled 
rather a zigzag course to Mr. Frys in Calhoun County for the 
night, fording the Saline River 6 miles above Warren. 
Weather exceedingly hot.  Called at Mr. Youngbloods and 
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paid him $1. which I owed him for my bill two years ago, not 
having the change.

Monday 13:  Took an early start and rode home 30 miles by 
3 o’clock. So I am again with my little flock and find them 
about as I left them and nothing remarkable has happened 
only my old horse Hardy has died. Everything is suffering 
again with drought and heat. The garden almost burnt up 
and the watermelons gone. So I have accomplished a trip 
which I dreaded, and feel that I have done my duty towards 
settling matters heretofore out of  my power. I now enjoy the 
rest and composure of  a cheerful home. Dick is still feeble 
from his protracted diarhea. Paid ferriage going and coming 
at Hills 30 cts.

Tuesday 14:  At home resting and reading the news. Paid to 
B. Powell $25. on my note to Ben Cooksey. Paid $8. for lard 
at 18 cts. per lb. and $3.37 1/2 for flour at 6 3/4 cts. per lb. 
and rec’d from Edmund $1.50 money rec’d for hire since I 
have been gone. Paid $1.75 to Sy for one bu. meal and 1 
dime for a melon.

Wednesday 15:  At home as usual. The hottest and dryest 
of  the season, I spent the day looking into and examining my 
land papers, letters, etc.

Thursday 16:  Spent the day as usual. Went to the Division 
at night and met with pleasure my temperance associates. 
Paid Dr. Wms. $6.50 for corn I rec’d of  him before I went 
away. This includes Lears loan for which he had paid me be-
fore. 

Friday 17:  A considerable change in the air last night. It 
turned cool without rain and is quite cool enough today to be 
pleasant.

Saturday 18:  Spent the day as usual. Cooler but very dry. 
William has returned from his trip to El Dorado with Ann 
H., her first visit to see her sister.  She will remain for some 
time. Paid $1.50 to waggon for 1 bu. of  meal.

Sunday 19: Spent the day as usual, reading and instructing 
the children.

Monday 20:  Spent the day as usual. The drought contin-
ues. The mills are so dried up that altho new corn is plenty 
the meal is selling at $1.75 per bu. and flour still scarce and 
high on account of  the want of  water to grind with. So we 
are to suffer anyway.

Tuesday 21:  As usual, cloudy warm and hazy but no rain. 
Paid by Wm. $1.25 to Shores for Miss Bettie Maddox for use 
of  buggy. The bottom of  my purse again!

Wednesday 22: Bought 800 lbs of  fodder from waggon at 
$1.00 and borrowed of  Rainy $10. Paid $8 for the fodder. No 
rain here yet tho cloudy all the time.

Thursday 23:  Paid $1. for bu. of  meal. Upland crop of  the 
country suffering much. Cloudy but no rain. Slight shower 
this evening.

Friday 24:  I spent the day at office business. Slight rain but 
helps vegetation very much.
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Saturday 25:  At my leisure. At night which was pleasant I 
went to the office and examined a law case. Rec’d 25 cts. for 
Edmunds hire and paid 50 cts. to boy for removing dead 
horse, my old Hardy, who has long served me faithfully, is 
gone.

Sunday 26:  I spent the day at home. The day was very wet, 
a fine season.  Last week I let Mr. Logan have my mule Mich 
to carry his wife to her fathers. He had him 4 days for which 
he is to pay in corn just what he thinks it worth.

Monday 27:  I spent the day as usual, but made out some 
papers for the Ins. office, a heavy rain today.

Tuesday 28:  In like manner. I rec’d $1. for Thoms hire 1 
day from Judge Strain. I transplanted during this wet spell a 
good many of  the little collard where they were too thick and 
have pretty well filled up all gaps. The collards, cabbage, peas 
and potatoes all begin to grow off  again. The prospect is 
cheering to us.  Again the rats have made an inroad upon my 
little ducks and destroyed some 10 or 12 to my great regret 
for I had taken great interest in them, and spent some care 
about them.

Wednesday 29:  I paid for another bushel of  meal $1.00.

Thursday 30:  I spent the day as usual. Heavy shower of  
rain which refreshes greatly.

Friday 31:  In like manner. I omitted to state that I closed 
the contract with D. W. Lear for the yoke of  Oxen which D. 
Lear had contracted (this is the last pair) by taking the note 
of  D. W. Lear and M. Sells & Co. for $50. due 1st Jan’y or 

Christmas.  Also on Monday delivered 4,000 more laths to 
Arrington. I obtained a receipt from the railroad for $10 on 
Mr. Carletons stock by credit on the order I rec’d from D. 
Lear and as between Mr. C. and myself  goes to my credit on 
which I owe him. I also made out a deed to Margt. and Mr. 
Carleton for a half  section of  land in Drew County which 
with the girl Martha and her child Sally, all estimated at 
$2,000, is all the advancement I can make to them on her 
portion. I also made out a deed and relinquished forth 80 
acres which I sold Harvey Reynolds in Drew County.
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Saturday 1:  A flood of  rain this afternoon and night distin-
guishes it from all its predecessors for the last 20 months. I have 
no doubt less rain has fallen in this region in that length of  time 
than has ever fallen before in my life time wherever I have been. 
I rec’d $2.25 Edmunds hire and left for expenses at home 95 
cts. I also rec’d $50. in Ins. office which I placed to my own ac-
count. Paid Gee $5. heretofore due him.

Sunday 2:  I started to Princeton with Carleton to Court and 
went as far as Mr. Stokes for the night. Ferriage and pikage 20 
cts. The creeks are up and the flats covered with water.

Monday 3:  Went on to Princeton, attended Court, put up at 
Lindseys. Willis commenced with D. Lear.

Tuesday 4:  At Court. In the evening paid bill $2. and went 
out to Mr. Rylands to see negro Jerry whom he wished to pur-
chase.

Wednesday 5:  Returned to town and put up at same place. 
Paid Smirl $10 by Alsobrook and had different credits entered 
on my note which he holds for about $112. Finished business at 
Court. Stayed with Mr. Martin for the night.

CALM AFTER (AND BEFORE) THE STORM

❖ “I am beginning to enjoy in my new situation here 
something of  that calm which succeeds a storm. My 
life has been a succession of  cares, troubles, labors and 
disappointments for the last 13 years. I live now on the 
fond hope that the latter part of  my life will abound in 
more rational enjoyment than any other portion of  it 
and I am happy in contrasting my present with my 
past condition in various respects.”

❖ “I sold my little mule Mich this week at $55 payable 
at Christmas.”
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Thursday 6:  Paid bill $1.35 and went out to Mr. Trices my 
old place. Stayed all night, examined the crop, which is good, 
except that the cotton is injured by the dry weather. Agreed 
to let him have the hogs which he could gentle at the old 
place at whatever they may be worth. Authorized him to 
have another chimney put up to come out of  the rent.

Friday 7:  After breakfast started home. Took dinner at 
Pagets and got home a little after dark. Paid 20 cts. to pikage 
and ferriage. Found all well except some of  the men com-
plaining a little. Rec’d 75¢ for Edmunds hire.

Saturday 8:  A day of  considerable excitement in town. Dis-
cussion between the American party and the Anti-American. 
We old Whigs are looking on but the principles of  Americans 
being with us we of  course feel more sympathy with them, 
and besides no probable change of  party could worst us in Ar-
kansas. We have and all the friends of  good Government 
have all to gain and nothing to lose. I have believed for 25 
years that if  the Democratic party prevailed, our Govern-
ment could not last long.

Sunday 9:  The weather is warm and sultry night and day, 
unusually so for the season. Health of  our town still good. At 
home reading, writing and instructing the children.

Monday 10:  As usual, paid $1. for meal to Sy and 50¢ I 
borrowed of  him.

Tuesday 11:  Paid for flour say 53 lbs. $2.65 and for shorts 
at 2¢ per lb. We find the second answer a fine purpose for 

bread. This was paid by Hodnutt and Toney for me. Paid 
Dewes 15¢ for ferrying me across the river the other night.

Wednesday 12:  As usual. Weather still oppressively hot 
and sultry. We commenced using sweet potatoes for the first 
time. Three hills make a very moderate mess but they are im-
proving fast.

Thursday 13:  In like manner. I am taking the times rather 
indolently. The weather is so debilitating that I do not feel 
like much exertion either bodily or mentally, so I am eating, 
sleeping, lounging and gossiping to pass the time, with the 
resolution that so soon as it becomes more cool I will go to 
work again. I am quite satisfied except when the frequent cry 
of  "the food is out", or something else is out, and probably 
my money is out at the same time. I am beginning to enjoy in 
my new situation here something of  that calm which suc-
ceeds a storm. My life has been a succession of  cares, trou-
bles, labors and disappointments for the last 13 years. I live 
now on the fond hope that the latter part of  my life will 
abound in more rational enjoyment than any other portion 
of  it and I am happy in contrasting my present with my past 
condition in various respects.

Friday 14:  Paid Sy another dollar for meal. I am passing 
the time pleasantly and am at present under no particular 
cause of  anxiety, nor any pressure of  business. I read when I 
feel like doing so, go into company when it affords me pleas-
ure to do so, sleep when I am sleepy, and enjoy the society of  
my family in a light and social manner when I choose to do 
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so. All the time endeavoring to carry to their youthful minds 
some ideas which may be useful.

Saturday 15:  At home as usual, nothing of  interest occur-
ring. I sold my little mule Mich this week at $55 payable at 
Christmas.

Sunday 16:  At home as usual. Attended the Episcopal 
church.

Monday 17:  In like manner. Weather still oppressively hot 
day & night.

Tuesday 18;  In like manner. On last night we had a public 
meeting of  the Sons of  Temperance not very well attended. 
It is hard to hold off  many of  our people from the groceries. 
Paid $1.87 1/2 for 3 bu, corn and 30 cts. 2 doz. eggs.

Wednesday 19:  At home as usual.  Weather still hot night 
and day. The river has been up a little and one very small 
boat came up and took off  some little cotton.

Thursday 20:  In like manner. Ground getting very dry 
again.

Friday 21:  In like manner. A shower of  rain, good for peas, 
turnips, etc.

Saturday 22:  In like manner. Rec’d a bushel of  corn from 
Logan for use of  mule.

Sunday 23:  Spent the day at home, and at Baptist Church, 
where we had two sermons from the old pastor Dr. Hartwell 
again.

Monday 24:  As usual except that I am a little unwell. I 
have taken some cold and didn’t attend to business. Got a 
half  bushel of  my peas gathered. I take pleasure in attending 
to them. We are out of  meal again. Have corn now but can-
not get it ground so dried up are the streams. It looks like we 
are to be starved out anyway. I bought a large side of  bacon 
at 18 1/2 cts. per lb. and had to pay at the rate of  40 cts. for 
20 lbs. candles. Fine rain.

Tuesday 25:  A damp day. Mosquitoes troublesome at 
night, which is not unusual. I do not feel so well today but 
hope the thunderstorm and rain of  last night will produce a 
favorable change in the atmosphere.

Wednesday 26:  At home as usual. Doing nothing of  much 
interest except a general supervision of  my affairs to keep all 
straight.

Thursday 27:  At home as usual. Paid $1.50 for 2 bu. meal 
by Hodnutt & Toney.

Friday 28:  In like manner. I am saving my peas. Hard 
pressed about getting meal.  It is seldom brought in. A con-
stant rain.

Saturday 29:  In like manner.  Spent the day at home. I 
made a contract with Mr. Matlock for sawing lumber. Tom & 
Steven commenced today.

Sunday 30:  Attended church, at Baptist. Dr. Hartwells vaca-
tion is over and things getting back to their old accustomed 
track, which is agreeable.
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Monday 1:  A pleasant day. We have no Court which is an-
other drawback upon my little professional business. The Judge 
is not quite able to hold Court, and there is a disappointment all 
around the Circuit. I got 5 bu. of  meal from Mr. Paget which is 
to go as a credit at 75 cts. per bu. Paid him 75¢ which I owed 
him before. Mr. Carleton and Margt. and with them Ann H, got 
up last evening. All well and all happy. Their little one is a fine 
promising little girl. I bought 100 lbs. of  flour from Brooks at 
$4.50 and paid back what we owed Dr. Bonner. Paid last week 
for William 50 cts., his dues in the Division.

Tuesday 2:  Nothing worthy of  remark. Eating, catering for 
the table and enjoying ourselves in a domestic family capacity. 
All the children being at home.

Wednesday 3:  Bought of  Johnson 69 lbs. of  clear side bacon 
at 20 cts. and paid $13.80 borrowed of  Hodnutt $15.00. Spent 
for marketing 20¢.

Thursday 4:  Paid Fuller 75¢ of  Dr. Whittaker for 1853.  Gave 
my note to Mr. A. Simms, Admx. of  Dr. Simms for $51.50 ag-

FEELING GUILTY ABOUT COMPLAINING

❖ “We ought to be a happy people favored with good 
preachers and churches, convenient schools at hand, 
agreeable neighbors, good health and a happy feeling 
of  security on that score. A mild climate and fine 
refreshing springs and wells of  pure water, and at the 
season of  the year bright and azure skies, with a 
competency to live upon, within the reach of  proper 
industry and economy. How ungrateful we mortals 
are, at least many of  us to repine at our lot even when 
blessed with such favors and privileges.”
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gregate of  Drs. bills in Dallas.  Paid P. Office dues 67 cts. 
Good deal of  rain last night.

Friday 5:  A drisling day. I spent the day as usual at my ease. 

Saturday 6:  A pleasant day but quite cool this morning 
with slight frost in places.

Sunday 7:  A white frost and cool clear morning.  Margt. 
still with us. Mr. C. has gone out to Court. Very little doing 
here in the law.

Monday 8:  Spent the day as usual, most of  my time with 
the children, instructing Ann H. in French.

Tuesday 9:  I spent the day as usual. I am saving some fine 
peas from the garden - planted more vegetables. Others 
failed to grow or failed to bear. Our sweet potatoes as well as 
cabbages and collards are affording us much benefit.

Wednesday 10:  In like manner, fine clear pleasant weather.

Thursday 11:  Paid my corporation tax $16.20 and $4.00 
Ad Capitem for Wm. Collected from Steven's woodcutting 
with Bryant $7.50. He cheated Steven out of  one cord. Also 
collected $10 of  R. E. Arrington on acct. of  lath furnished. 
Rec’d of  Edmunds daily work $4.00.

Friday 12:  William went down to El D, with Margt, who 
left for home this morning. I have derived much satisfaction 
from her visit. I gave her and Mr. C. deed for the 1/2 section 
of  land in Drew County, which I selected for her, estimated 
at $2.50 per acre, making the valuation of  property advanced 
to her $2,000. I think my estate with careful management 

will enable me to give each one this amount on coming of  
age and leave the balance of  the family enough to live on. 
Gave Wm. 25¢ to pay for corn on the road.

Saturday 13:  Bought near 3 b. meal for $2.00 cash.  Spent 
the day as usual. Some slight frost in places. Wm. ret'd home 
from El D.

Sunday 14:  As usual. To the Baptist Church. A sacramen-
tal occasion. Our potatoes and peas serve us a good purpose 
in the present scarcity. Ann H. is not at school this session. I 
am instructing her when I have time. The present fashionable 
mode of  teaching does not make scholars. It only gives a sort 
of  mechanical smattering of  the different branches and but 
little is understood of  the principles when finished, especially 
of  grammar and the construction of  language. The pupils 
are put into so many branches at the same time, and so short 
a time allowed for examination and explanation that but little 
solid advantage is gained from it, except just the name of  hav-
ing been through a course of  learning. Three out of  four of  
the modern graduates who are not instructed at home can't 
spell correctly, or parse a difficult sentence in English gram-
mar.

Monday 15:  Spent the day as usual. I take a round every-
day at gathering peas and saving an armfull of  the vines for 
my mule, which serves for fodder. I also dig a mess of  pota-
toes every morning before breakfast.

Tuesday 16:  In like manner. The County Court is setting 
but affords but little interest.
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Wednesday 17:  In like manner. The weather is delightful.

Thursday 18:  I bought a young yoke of  oxen at $30 from 
L. Pickett in Calhoun County, borrowed the money from Mr, 
Scoggin and paid him. Gave him due bill $30.

Friday 19:  Spent the day as usual. I am posting up my 
books in the Ins. office.

Saturday 20:  In like manner. Willis came home from Lears 
yesterday in the morning. Hunted up stock and killed a beef  
today. Sent Mr. McHugh one fore-quarter 66 lbs. to be re-
turned when he kills beef. Paid Sy Jones 75¢ for mending 
shoes, 15¢ for eggs. Rec’d 50¢ Edmunds hire.

Sunday 21:  Went to church as usual.

Monday 22:  Fixed up for halling firewood. And halled one 
load.  A drisling day.

Tuesday 23:  Cloudy and turned to cold. Considerable frost 
tonight.

Wednesday 24:  A cool day. I am getting my peas up as fast 
as possible. Mr. Ellington rec'd the sorrel horse today in fine 
order, This is one instance when I trusted a stranger and suc-
ceeded.

Thursday 25:  The vegetable part of  our country is man-
tled in black. We had a freeze, commonly called a killing frost 
last night. Peas, potatoes, etc. have had their day. Their luxu-
riance has been suddenly and rather prematurely for this cli-
mate cut down, and reminds us that we have entered a differ-
ent season, and have to adapt ourselves to a different state of  

things. But these changes when in due season are perfectly 
consonant with the nature of  man. Without them we should 
tire with monotony. I rec’d load of  fodder about 900 lbs. 
from Mr. Cole by my own waggon which went over the river 
last night for it. Also 3 or 4 bushels corn in payment for the 
hands getting fodder for him two weeks in August. Clear day.

Friday 26:  Another cold morning and very pleasant day af-
ter light, white frost. I attended as usual the Division tonight. 
I am still at work at the books of  the Ins. office. Tabby is dig-
ging potatoes. They are good and large but few.

Saturday 27:  Rec’d $1.50 for Edmund's hire this week. 
That is at 50¢ a day. Paid for a piece of  mutton 50¢. We are 
done gathering peas, and I suppose have four bushels dryed 
besides the vast quantity we have used green. Attended the 
singing as usual tonight.

Sunday 28:  A fine pleasant day. Attended church (Baptist) 
and at night had very excellent sermon from Dr. Hartwell 
from the text "The way of  the Transgressor is hard". We 
ought to be a happy people favored with good preachers and 
churches, convenient schools at hand, agreeable neighbors, 
good health and a happy feeling of  security on that score. A 
mild climate and fine refreshing springs and wells of  pure wa-
ter, and at the season of  the year bright and azure skies, with 
a competency to live upon, within the reach of  proper indus-
try and economy. How ungrateful we mortals are, at least 
many of  us to repine at our lot even when blessed with such 
favors and privileges.
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Monday 29:  Had a meeting of  the Directors of  the Insur-
ance office. Passed resolutions for the future management of  
the business, on a much larger scale. This will necessarily in-
crease by labors and of  course increase my salary.

Tuesday 30:  Thom returned with another load of  corn 
and fodder from Mr. Cole's across the river and he  -Cole-  is 
to bring over the balance himself  at some convenient time.

Wednesday 31: Spent the day in writing and preparing pa-
pers in the Ins. office. The Board have adopted measures for 
a more bold business this season.
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Thursday 1:  I spent the day in like manner.

Friday 2:  In like manner. I am now quite pressed with my writ-
ing and books. Paid $1.35 and 15¢ to be charged at Hodnutts 
for two bushels meal.

Saturday 3:  Spent the day as usual. We have heavy rains. 
Rec’d $3.50 Edmunds hire.

Sunday 4:  Attended church as usual. At night had a sermon 
from Bishop Pearce of  the Methodists, an able and eloquent 
man.

Monday 5:  I spent the day as usual. The team is halling fire-
wood and the men finished sawing today at Mattlooks.

Tuesday 6:  As usual, Rec’d $l. Edmunds hire. Paid $4.50 to 
Brooks for flour heretofore bought, $2.25 to Si for meal hereto-
fore bought.

Wednesday 7:  Sold about 250 acres land including my inter-
est in Dallasport to Mims and Davis for $1,000. and made them 
a deed. So I have at last got clear of  J. D. Scott who owned half  
the original entry, and will realize about the same on long time 

BETWEEN CAMDEN AND PRINCETON

❖ This photograph was taken on a November day on the 
road between Camden and Princeton.

❖ “Spent the day travelling to Princeton, arrived at R. 
Martin’s at dark and partook of  his hospitality for the 
night....Went out to my old place, made some estimate 
as to the number of  acres and rented the place to Mr. 
Trice for the next year at $250.”

173

SAILED UP TO LONE PINE

November 1855



which I ought to have obtained 10 years ago in cash but for 
him and Coleman.

Thursday 8:  At home busy in the Ins. office. Rec’d 50 cts. 
Edmund.

Friday 9:  Spent the day travelling to Princeton, arrived at 
R. Martin’s at dark and partook of  his hospitality for the 
night.

Saturday 10:  Went out to my old place, made some esti-
mate as to the number of  acres and rented the place to Mr. 
Trice for the next year at $250. as follows, - he is to rent out 
to others what he cannot cultivate and if  he cannot get any 
of  it off  for rent, I am to take back 15 acres of  the upper end 
of  the field before the house, and credit him on the $250. at 
the rate of  $1.50 per acre for the 15 acres. He is to do some 
fencing at $1.50 per hundred rails and if  he clears up and cul-
tivates 5 or 6 acres of  land in the bottom field which is not 
now in cultivation I am to charge him nothing for the rent of  
it.

Sunday 11:  About 11 o'clock I started home and rode to 
Pagets for the night. Weather cloudy but no rain and the 
river falling fast.

Monday 12:  I reached home to dinner. Rec’d of  Toms hire 
$1.75 from Rowe. Paid Sy 75¢ for meal. Also rec’d as I went 
up from Warren Stone $4. due me. Paid 40¢ for ferriage and 
pikage on my trip. Found all well at home. Mary Ruffin is 
now with us on a visit, the first time the sisters have met for a 
long time.

Tuesday 13:  Paid S. A. Stith $8.50 more on Hendersons ac-
count, taking his rec’t for $31.00.

Wednesday 14: I spent as usual this day. Rec’d $5. from 
Mr. Mims to pay for township maps at the land office which 
he wrote for and referred them to me. Borrowed $5, from L. 
E. Case and paid $4.80 for a hog at 6 cts. lb.

Thursday 15:  Spent the day as usual. Warm and cloudy. I 
omitted to mention the arrival of  2 steamboats this week 
which produced no little rejoicing altho they brought up but 
little and took off  less, a fine supply of  salt has been fur-
nished which was the article most needed, and we have great 
hopes of  more rain to give another rise in water. Spent dur-
ing the week $1.00 for marketing. Rec’d 50¢ Edmunds hire.

Friday 16:  As usual busy in the Ins. office. But little law 
business to do. Had a final settlement with N. W. Richmond. 
The railroad script for $135 which I let them have some time 
since just balances my accounts. I took up my protested draft 
and took receipt in full. I sent Steven and Willis to work for 
Col. Thornton at $1. per day each, he funding them.

Saturday 17:  As usual. We have quite warm weather and a 
shower tonight and last night. I am having my winter fire-
wood halled up. Also closing up my stable with rock founda-
tion. William’s School has closed and he placed in my hands 
$40 of  his money today. I am now enjoying life in a rational 
manner. Constant employment and the society of  a kind and 
promising family unite to smooth the heretofore rugged jour-
ney of  life.
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Sunday 18:  A frosty morning. Went to the Episcopal 
Church with the family. Most of  the day spent in discussing 
familiar subjects with a view to directing their minds in the 
proper channel. One great difficulty I find is getting them to 
think and to look at things accurately and critically.

Monday 19: I spent the day as usual in the business of  the 
Ins. office. Paid Powell $10 on Cooneys note. Rec’d $40 from 
William, part of  his collection, also $5. cash.

Tuesday 20:  In like manner. The afternoon spent in prose-
cuting on a habeas corpus on application for bail. Made a 
pretty good effort off  hand.

Wednesday 21:  Spent the day as usual. Paid Hodnutt & 
Toney $10 cash and five months order in payment of  $15 
borrowed of  them.

Thursday 22:  Settled with Mr. Matlock for the men's saw-
ing amount about $70. Took in my note and paid for meal to 
Sy 75¢ for 1 bu. of  meal.

Friday 23:  Spent the day in Ins. office mainly. Tom is now 
halling manure for the garden. The other men still with 
Thom. Doctor Ruffin is with us. Ann H. & Susan went to the 
Railroad ball last night.

Saturday 24:  As usual.  Attended to a suit before a Justice 
of  the Peace. Hot and very rainy afternoon. Prospect of  a 
river.  Small steamboat landed. On this morning at two 
o'clock had a fire. Burnt Hislips House, stable, etc. but fortu-
nately was stopped there. I am pushing my office business to 
be ready to leave. I took up two notes in the Ins. office and 

gave new one which closes my account up to the first of  the 
month, as will show on the books. I took $1,000 more stock 
Insurance Co, and filed my note instead of  Mr. Buchanans. 
This gives me Six Thousand Dollars altogether.

Sunday 25:  I spent the day as usual at Church and with the 
family. Some rain.

Monday 26:  Was busied preparing for a months absence 
and fixing up the matters of  the Ins. office. I delivered over 
the papers to the President Mr. Mattlock to take care of  and 
attend to in my absence. Rec’d $10 from Thom on acct of  
hire.

Tuesday 27:  Busy preparing - determined to go on the 
Farmer, a boat which is now up. Paid Gee $3. I owed him for 
flour. Left $8. with the family. Rec’d by hands of  Judge Fort 
$150 from Mr. Carleton which I had written to him to bor-
row for my trip. Sent it to Mr. Mattlock, as I had provided 
myself  otherwise. In the evening went to the boat accompa-
nied by the family and other friends, all supped together, 
sailed up to Lone Pine and returned at 9 o'clock, then walked 
up home with Clara and the children and bid them farewell 
for a while. This was a parting in which much deep feeling ex-
isted with us all but about which there was no display, or ex-
ternal manifestation. It is something of  a trial for an affection-
ate family to separate in view of  a considerable absence, not 
knowing that all may ever meet again. And it is especially so 
with our family, so much domestic comfort is derived from 
our family association. Dr. Ruffin and Byrd left us today for 
home. So I am on board with William and Ann H. for a trip. 
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My plan is to give the children a chance to improve them-
selves and learn how to act their parts in the world as far as I 
can under my own guidance, even if  it costs me a good deal. 
Hoping that these older children may be the better prepared 
to advise and assist the younger ones, when they may be with-
out the advantages of  my experience and direction.  Pd. Gee 
$3. for flour.

Wednesday 28:  This morning the boat sailed down the 
river. A pleasant frosty morning and the distance is rapidly 
widening between me and my dear home, and its inmates. 
We passed down slowly to Champagnola where they lay up 
and took on cotton most of  the night.

Thursday 29: Pursued on our way and got near the Louisi-
ana Line. Still loading. We have but few passengers. No lady 
but Ann H. She is reading her French. I attend to her recita-
tion.

Friday 30:  Run down into Leeters Shoals and got aground. 
Lay all night fast on the bottom much to our chagrin, as it is 
throwing us out of  our time.
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Saturday 1:  Got afloat again by lightening off  cotton and got 
down into Black River. The number of  our passengers has in-
creased and we are getting on slowly. Paid passage to the mouth 
of  Red River $30. for us three. We have water enough now but 
are too heavily laden and are afflicted with a drunken captain. 
And I might here remark that I am convinced that 3/4 of  the 
disasters which occur on the river are caused by drinking. The 
idea of  a vessel of  which vessel and cargo would amount to 
from $100,000 to $200,000 with perhaps hundreds of  passen-
gers and crew, all to be dependent upon the management and 
skill of  a drunken man, amidst such a combination of  the de-
structive elements as are brought into action in the working of  a 
steam boat is so absurd that it would seem it would not be toler-
ated but such is the fact often on these waters and this is my 
Birthday - my 55th year is completed. I have much reason to be 
thankful to him who holds our destiny in his hands that I have 
been thus long provided in health, strength and mental sanity 
and that I am allowed to enjoy so much of  the present treasures 
which earth bestows as now surround me. With contemplations 

GAINES LANDING

❖ “Sailed on without accident, paid $8.00 passage to 
Gaines Landing.”

❖ One of  the most important points on the Mississippi 
River during pioneer days was Gaines Landing. Major 
William Gaines from Kentucky entered land along the 
Mississippi River in Chicot County, Arkansas in 
1833, in 1836 and in 1839. With others, he built a 
landing on his plantation. He made a road from the 
landing through the plantation, lining it with stems of  
young trees, and later with planks, and placed houses 
along it for collection of  tax from travelers.
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of  this kind I closed the day and was soon wrapt in the em-
brace of  sound sleep.

Sunday 2:  We reached the Majestic Mississippi and landed 
at the Wharf  Boat at mouth of  the Red River (Sutherland). I 
was glad to get to shore for I had some apprehensions about 
fire on the boat, which was covered all over with cotton bales 
and the sparks flying in every direction. The evening is 
dreary, windy and cold.

Monday 3:  We spent the day which was a disagreeable one, 
in fact and in circumstances and no boat came up so as to let 
us off. I too am afflicted with cold. This is a forlorn corner of  
the world and I would like to be off  from it, besides I am now 
losing valuable time every hour we remain here. The people 
present a gloomy spectacle to me. Scarcely any family ap-
pears who are not in mourning for the losses of  the past six 
months. The yellow fever has made its ravages thro every 
part of  this rich low country. It has not entirely disappeared 
yet at all points altho there have been different frosts.

Tuesday 4:  A pleasant frosty sunshiny morning. Hopes are 
revived this morning. Boats will be on today. At about two 
o'clock, we sailed on the David White, one of  the splendid 
palaces of  the Mississippi River. Paid bill $10.50 at Wharf  
boat and set our faces forward for Memphis. Also paid por-
ters 50 cts. on two boats.

Wednesday 5:  Pursuing our way on. We spent the day com-
fortably and cheerfully.

Thursday 6:  In like manner. The elegant improvements, 
the fine and fashionable modes, the fashionable forms and 
ceremonials on these fine boats observed by most of  the gay 
passengers who travel upon them, render them serviceable to 
novices in company, and in travel. There is commonly good 
society and intelligent gentlemen and ladies from whom some-
thing may be learnt in the way of  manners and deportment.

Friday 7:  Sailing on as usual.

Saturday 8:  Arrived at Memphis. Paid passage $45. Went 
to U. S. Hotel (Worsham) a rainy disagreeable evening. Saw 
scarcely any acquaintances.

Sunday 9:  Cold and frozen. Left Ann H. with our friends 
Dr. & Mrs. Frazier, left $6, in change with Ann for her own 
use. Got Dr. Frazier to make arrangements at a store for such 
things as she would need of  that kind, paid hack hire and por-
ters $1.75. After getting Ann provided for, paid bill $6. porter 
25 cts. got on board the Louisville Packet Tishimingo for Lou-
isville and sailed at dark. Wrote a letter home from this place.

Monday 10:  Got aground and lost several hours, then went 
on. A pleasant boat to travel on.

Tuesday 11:  Went on our way pleasantly. Just enough of  
passengers to be pleasant.

Wednesday 12:  Got into the Ohio River. This brings up 
early recollections 33 1/2 years since I came down this river 
on my return from the study of  law at Louisville, and have 
not returned since until now. What astonishing changes have 
taken place within that period as well as in the country, the 
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people and the times, as in myself. I have gone through many 
strange scenes, and my fortunes have been varied much from 
what I could have then possibly anticipated. I have done 
much - much that I ought not to have done and some that I 
ought to have done. Upon a review of  my whole course I am 
thankful that it is as well with me now as it is. I have been 
mercifully spared.

Thursday 13:  Sailed on safely without anything worthy of  
note. Gave Wm. 35 cts. change.

Capital Hotel, Franfort

Friday 14:  Landed this morning at Portland.  Paid fare $20 
for William and self. Hack up to Louisville 50 cts. to National 
Hotel. Dined, bought clothing for William for which I paid 
$28.75. Paid bill at Hotel for dinner $1.50, porter 25 cts. Om-

nibus to Depot 75 cts. R. Road ticket, $2.00 each, $4.00 and 
into the Car at 2 o'clock. Arrived at Frankfort at 1/2 after 6. 
Spent 5 cts. for apples on the way. This is my first ride on a 
railroad. It is truly an easy and expeditious mode of  travel. I 
put up at Capitol Hotel an excellent house in Frankfort. I am 
a good deal relieved of  anxiety on getting to the point I have 
travelled so far to reach with William. The Institute, however, 
has suffered by fire a few days past, about 1/3 of  it burnt 
down and the school disbanded for the present. Pd. porter 25 
cts. Had a comfortable nights rest reflecting on the circum-
stances of  our adventures.

Saturday 15:  Paid bill $3. and stage fare out to the Insti-
tute 6 miles, $1.00 for both, and went out after breakfast, 
found all in confusion. Introduced myself  and William to 
Col. Morgan the Superintendent, were well received as cir-
cumstances would allow and I remained all night with Wil-
liam. Paid Col. Morgan $100. to be applied to Wms. use and 
benefit, left $6. with Wm. for pocket money.

Sunday 16:  Remained with William until evening, took my 
leave and rode in to Frankfort on a horse which Col. Morgan 
hired from the stable and brought out today. I parted with 
Wm. under a conflict of  feelings between my duty to my son 
and my inclination to be with him, and more so that his emo-
tions tho not expressed were such that he did not trust him-
self  to bid me farewell taking a solitary walk whilst I was leav-
ing. I put up at the Hotel and was comfortable. Wrote a letter 
to Gov. Morehead who was then absent, also one to R. 
Hawes, in relation to William.
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Monday 17:  Breakfasted early, paid bill $1.75 and $1. for 
horse hire, paid $2. for R. R. ticket to Louisville and arrived 
at that place about 11 1/2. Put up at National, paid 25 cts. 
hack hire. Dined, paid bill 75 cts. took hack to Portland, paid 
$1. therefore and so I got to the landing. Found no boat this 
evening. Had to wait till tomorrow. Took passage in the Em-
press, a fine boat and went on her. This delay was distressing 
to me, but still I was cheered by the fact of  getting my face 
turned towards home after having accomplished thus far, the 
object of  my trip, my thoughts recurred more strongly to 
those I had left at home. I however, practiced patience and 
ate apples, etc. at the cost of  two dimes and one dime for 
newspapers.

Tuesday 18:  Spent the day mostly on the boat, took a walk 
up to the Canal, which was the first I had seen and afforded 
me exercise which I needed. During the night we sailed with 
a number of  passengers and a large freight, with a prospect 
of  a pleasant trip. Paid passage to Memphis $15. and had a 
good stage of  water which was then rising.

Portland Canal, Ky

Wednesday 19:  Sailed down the river, the progress was re-
tarded by taking more freight.

Thursday 20:  In like manner. Landed at Memphis at 1 
o'clock at night. Paid fare $15. and walked up to the Gayoso 
House for the night.

Friday 21:  In like manner. Had a pleasant time. Arose, 
breakfasted, and set out in town.  Saw Ann H. who was anx-
iously looking for me. Found her well and in good health. 
The morning pleasant and clear and my spirits exhilarated. I 
called upon H. G. Smith Esqr. and settled with him. Re-
ceived $132.50 in full. Gave Ann Hawes $20. Paid my bill at 
the Gayoso $1.25. Saw several of  my old acquaintances. All 
seemed glad to meet me and especially as they said looking 
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so well. Dined with Ann at our friends Dr. Fraziers, took my 
leave, after giving her my wishes about her movements.

Saturday 22:  My object in taking Ann there was that she 
might improve, see a little of  city life, and at the same time 
take lessons in painting and French at a select school in the 
neighborhood of  Dr. Fraziers where she boarded. I author-
ized Dr. F. to open an account for her at a store, and am so 
far well satisfied at her situation. I am perfectly willing to scuf-
fle for the means of  defraying the expense so that I can see 
that my children are improved and benefitted by it. Went on 
board of  the steamer Ingoman after writing and  directing a 
letter to William. A good boat and crowd of  passengers was 
soon carrying me down stream, towards home, having accom-
plished the object of  my trip as far as I could probably ex-
pect. Among several old time acquaintances on the boat I 
was cheerful and happy enjoying that great satisfaction which 
arises from an attempt sincerely to act for the best, and hav-
ing done so, await the result of  my efforts. 

Sunday 23:  Sailed on without accident, paid $8.00 passage 
to Gaines Landing. Spent the day happily and mainly in pi-
ous reflection and thankfulness for the blessings which I am 
enjoying. About 1 or 2 o'clock landed at Gastons and went 
up to the house, a very cold night, and was rejoiced to set 
foot again on my own shores, and within 120 miles of  my 
dear home, after so long a journey abroad.

Monday 24:  Breakfasted and hired a boy, happening at the 
landing with a horse to carry me out across the bottom. A dis-
tressingly cold day. Paid bill 50 cts. and set out with good reso-

lution in company with another gentleman and the boy. Got 
out to Lucas' about 26 miles and stayed for the night unusu-
ally cold, and sleeting, paid boy $1.00. besides 50 cts. pike 
and ferriage, but glad to be out so far.

Tuesday 25: Christmas.  Christmas has arrived again, but 
not for relaxation and amusement this time. About as cold a 
morning as I have seen, paid bill and hired a horse for today 
$1.50 and the boy 75¢, went on and reached my old friend 
William Conlys near Monticello 20 miles about 2 or 3 
o'clock. Here I rested for the night happily.

Wednesday 26:  Mr. C. furnished me a horse and I rode on 
about 27 miles. I left with Coll Martin at Warren $20. for the 
Sheriff  to pay taxes, put up at a cabin on the way. Slept at 
the fire and did pretty well. Another of  the coldest nights, 
roads very bad and all frozen over. Paid 10 cts. ferriage at Sa-
line, and was rejoiced at getting towards home.

Thursday 27:  Paid bill $1.00 and got to Woods 14 miles 
from home about dark over as bad roads as ever I saw. Slept 
happy in another open house. I omitted 40 cts. which I paid 
at Gaines Landing for a pair socks and a very coarse pr. wrap-
pers 40 cts.

Friday 28:  Paid bill $1.00 and got home finding all well 
and cheerful and myself  in good health.

Saturday 29:  Spent the day mostly in calm delight in the 
society of  my little flock at home and partly at work at the of-
fice. This ends my travels for the present without accident or 
misfortune and I rejoice at it and can now set in to my accus-
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tomed labors with good will. I am working for those whom I 
now look upon as all to me on earth, and indeed I care but  
little for anything earthly which does not concern them.

Sunday 30:  Spent the day at home, amidst the happy little 
circle which my presence has so cheered up recounting the 
last adventures. ($12 rec’d in my absence hire of  Edmund & 
Thom.)

Monday 31:  I went to work in the office in good earnest. 
Busy in the Ins. office. I find my presence was much wanting, 
altho a tolerable business has been done the past month. 
Navigation has again ceased.
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Chapter 5

The more infamous John Brown (May 9, 1800 – 

December 2, 1859) was an American abolitionist who 

used violent actions to fight slavery. During 1856 in 

Kansas, Brown commanded forces at the Battle of  Black 

Jack and the Battle of  Osawatomie. Brown's followers 

also killed five pro-slavery supporters at Pottawatomie. In 

1859, Brown led an unsuccessful raid on the federal 

armory at Harpers Ferry that ended with his capture. 

Brown's trial resulted in his conviction and a sentence of  

death by hanging.
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Tuesday 1:  Another year has passed and our most profound 
gratitude is due to the giver of  all good things, that our family 
have during the whole year lived and enjoyed good health. That 
we have had a competence of  the necessaries of  life and altho 
by my close industry and economy I find myself  improved  in cir-
cumstances since the last New Year's Day. The hopes of  our fam-
ily also favorably developing. We should humbly invoke Divine 
aid for the year to come and resolve to act uprightly before God 
and man. I spent the day in close employment, in good spirits 
and pleasant composure of  mind. Bought two hogs for $12. cash 
at 5 1/2 cts.

Wednesday 2: I spent the day as usual. I hired out Willis to 
Richard for 190 dollars, for the year and Lucy to Mrs. Haskell 
for $100. Capt. Tillman to be security.  And Ann and Louisa to 
J. A. Jones for $100, Thom and Steven commenced work on 
Monday morning. I also hire Edmund & Polly to Mr. Browning  
for $100 and Mr. Carleton keeps Cy or hires him out at $60. 
Paid $1.00 for 6 1/2 lbs. coffee.

HARD WINTER

❖ “Our eyes are saluted this morning by the deepest 
covering of  snow I have ever seen on this part of  the 
country. I spent the day entirely in the Ins. 
office....Snow still deep on the ground. River greatly 
wanting again. Money scarcer at least more in demand 
than it has been during the past year.”
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Thursday 3: I halled 2 loads of  wood to the office towards 
my share of  the wood. Spent the day happily. Paid to Esqr. 
Calloway $3. for last years subscription for Whig.

Friday 4: In like manner. Hugh went with the horse which I 
borrowed to take him back. Mr. C. is up on business. 
Weather severe.

Saturday 5:  Paid Sy Jones $9.30, $4.50 of  which was bor-
rowed to in my absence, and $4.80 for flour which he pur-
chased for me. Also paid Mr. Mims $5.00 which he had 
placed in my hands to pay for maps to land office. Paid 
Rainy $10 which had borrowed of  him previously. I also paid 
in to the Ins. Office $80 on Buchanans Stock which I bought 
of  him (in Tenn. paper)

Sunday 6: Went to Epis. Church. And spent the day with 
the family happy.

Monday 7: Paid Hersy his beef  account $1.25 and $1. for 
coffee, Hugh's expenses on his trip $4.65, paid for fodder 
$4.80 received last week for Thom and Stevens work $9.00. 

Tuesday 8:  As usual. Weather still dry and cold. Paid $1.50 
for sugar.

Wednesday 9:  As usual. Happy and contented, in close em-
ployment night and day. 

Thursday 10:  Paid $3.86 for 5 bushels of  meal, paid P. Of-
fice $1. Yesterday and today colder than ever.

Friday 11: As usual. Attended to some professional business 
this week. The men commonly bring in 1 dollar a day which 

helps to support the concern. The waggon runs two days a 
week mostly hauling firewood.

Saturday 12: Our eyes are saluted this morning by the deep-
est covering of  snow I have ever seen on this part of  the coun-
try. I spent the day entirely in the Ins. office. I handed over to 
Mr. Matlock, President, as per his receipt all the drafts, etc. 
collected in the fall on stock notes for 10 percent and interest 
to be forwarded by mail to N. Orleans for collection. Paid B. 
Powel $16 balance of  note to B. Cooksey. Borrowed from 
Richard $15. Received from the negroes the hire of  the week 
about $10.50. Snow still deep on the ground. River greatly 
wanting again. Money scarcer at least more in demand than 
it has been during the past year. I paid since I came home 
into the Ins. office towards my stock $80 and procured Mr. 
Matlock to draw in my favor for $200. more for same. I am 
much encouraged about the success of  the office, altho I have 
much trouble in getting harmonious and prompt action 
among some of  the stockholders.

Sunday 13: Cold and clear. I went with Clara to the Ep. 
Church. Balance of  day as usual.

Monday 14: Spent the day as usual. Busy day and night.

Tuesday 15:  In like manner. Much of  my time is now occu-
pied in settlements and arrangements with the stockholders 
in Ins. Company.

Wednesday 16:  In like manner. Made out and furnished 
Dr. Hartwell with my accounts against hire for halling and 
for the two past years, altogether about $33. I credited $10 
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each year to the Dr. as our family contribution to him as pas-
tor of  the Baptist Church and balance to be applied to my 
credit for tuition since our last settlement of  tuition account 
last summer. Rec’d six dollars on acct. of  the price of  mule 
from Mr. Walthal. Wrote a long letter to William.

Thursday 17: In like manner. Presented several accounts 
and notes but got no money.

Friday 18:  In like manner. Paid for sugar during this month 
$1.50 for 13 lbs. and $1. today for 6 1/2 lbs. coffee. Rec’d an-
other large load of  corn on Monday last at 75¢ per bu. from 
W. Stone.  I attended the Division and was sorry to find some 
falling off  in our members.

Saturday 19: In like manner. I last night rec’d from Mr. 
Proctor $50 on account of  Lucy’s hire. Paid it into the Ins. of-
fice towards my stock. It is difficult collecting up the first call. 
Money is so scarce. This day is cold and some drift of  snow 
again, but that which fell before has not yet disappeared. I 
paid on yesterday my account to J. N. Gee, balance due 
$13.97. Rec’d on acct of  hire $4.00.

Sunday 20:  I spent the day as usual on Sunday. Only that 
the day was so very cold that we did not go to church.

Monday 21:  Arose early, had an early breakfast as usual 
and went to the office with good appetite for business. I omit-
ted to state that last week I hired Mary out to Mr. McGlaugh-
lin for the present year for $100 and took his note with C. H. 
Thorn as security. Spent the day and night busy.

Tuesday 22:  In like manner. Paid Mr. Gossett for Turnpike 
up to this time $4.25. Had some troublesome business in the 
Ins. office.

Wednesday 23:  In like manner. Weather still very severe 
but dry. River low.

Thursday 24:  Election day for Judge of  this Circuit. I took 
but little interest in it as I considered it but a choice of  evils 
between the three candidates. I rec’d $5.80 hires of  S. & T.

Friday 25:  It commenced raining last night, cold, slowly 
and steady, throughout the day. This is probably the close of  
the most extraordinary spell of  weather ever known here. 
There has not  been a thaw of  the ice which commenced 
forming 33 days since, during that time and no rain. I hired 
Eveline to Lewis B. through Mr. Padget for $60 for the year, 
and on yesterday sent a note up to be signed with security 
and this morning she went up in the stage. So they are all 
hired out that I Intend to go for the year. I paid Mr. Case $5. 
which I had borrowed from him. $2.50 he owed me for hal-
ling last year and $2.50 towards his share of  wood at the of-
fices which I halled made the amount. I paid $4.90 account 
to Griffin. The small boat Camden, got up yesterday by hard 
pushing and light freight and from present appearances there 
will be no more complaint of  low water shortly. We have had 
the consolation of  fine health, all the severe weather which 
mitigates greatly the inconvenience.

Saturday 26:  Turned cold again. Steven was complaining 
yesterday and today the first time that he has lost since the 
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1st Jan’y. River is rising. Thom halled some wood, Paid $1. 
for sugar.

Sunday 27:  I spent the day at the family fireside. It is freez-
ing again.

Monday 28:  Quite an active bustle about the landing as sev-
eral boats have come up. I paid Mr. Stokes $1.50 for Wm. for 
wood acct. at the academy.

Tuesday 29:  Busy most of  my time in Ins. office. We are in-
suring about half  the cotton shipped at 40 cts. per bale.Paid 
J. D. Hill 50¢ (Ferguson) acct. in full for 1854. Settled the 
note to Grant Pl. & Int. $14.80 by Ward by a credit for that 
amount on his note to William. Settled with Si Jones $2.40 
on acct. of  Mary's hire 6 days which pays him all I owe and 
rec’d the change from him. Paid lately $4.75 for 5 bu. of  
meal.

Wednesday 30:  In like manner. Rec’d of  hire $4.00.

Thursday 31:  In like manner. A pleasant day with a pros-
pect of  more mild weather. The river quite high, a consider-
able overflow. I fear all my cattle are drowned in the bottom.
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Friday 1:  As usual. Hugh went down to El Dorado to help 
them to visit us by taking down a mule to work in his baruch. 
Turned colder.

Saturday 2:  A cold disagreeable day. Mr. C. & Margt. got up 
this evening.  They have a fine little daughter and we spent an 
affectionate evening all in a crowd around our fire. I should 
have mentioned that night before last our parlor chimney fell 
down, and leaves us but one. Our house is unsuitable for such 
weather. I gave Mr. C. a statement of  our cash matters, which 
embraces the money I borrowed from him and the payments I 
made for him, and leaves a balance of  about $12 to be added to 
what I owed him on account of  balance of  his money in my 
hands after buying his supplies at N. Orleans, and on which I 
owe him some balance yet. We also agreed that Cy's hire last 
year stand against Martha’s hire the time she worked for me the 
preceding year. A severe cold night.

Sunday 3:  At home all day with Margt. & family. Too cold to 
go to church. Steven paid me over $4.70 hire. We dined hand-

WINTER

❖ “A cold disagreeable day....night before last our parlor 
chimney fell down, and leaves us but one. Our house is 
unsuitable for such weather....Too cold to go to 
church....About as severe a freeze as we have had. I 
am getting tired of  severe cold weather....This day we 
have a south wind and natural thaw, the first since 
Christmas. The balls of  snow that were rolled up 
three weeks ago are still here and now disappearing.”
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somely on turkey which we had reserved for Marg’ts visit. 
Paid 20¢ for 2 cocoa nuts.

Monday 4:  Busy as usual. Rec’d $1. Thoms hire. The river 
is falling slowly. About as severe a freeze as we have had. I 
am getting tired of  severe cold weather. Spent the day as 
pleasantly as the cold would permit. Happy in the affections 
of  my family with frequent allusions to the sayings and do-
ings of  the two absentees. (Wm. & Ann away at school)

Tuesday 5:  In like manner except that Margt and family 
with Hugh went home this morning. I paid, the account of  
L. E. Case & Co $14.21 today for 1854. It is sleeting again to-
night. A most extraordinary winter for this place.

Wednesday 6:  In like manner. Busy at office day & night. 
Probate Court is sitting but I have very little business in it. 
Mr. Scoggins is attending to what we have.

Thursday 7:  In like manner. Some new business in the law. 
January was a very unprofitable month to us in that respect. I 
paid a few days ago to Mr. Scoggins the $30 which I had bor-
rowed of  him to pay for oxen. First $1.50 in change then 50¢ 
and $20 paid him. I then hold his order for $25 on Suther-
lands acct. and I owe him $8. which taken from the $25 
leaves due $17. I settled with Mr. W. L. Stone and took up 
my note to him given Spring of  ‘54 which I charged myself  
with in the Ins. office it being paid in settlement of  his insur-
ance stock. Sent by S. B. Louisa $30 to buy supplies below.

Friday 8:  In like manner. Had a meeting of  the Board of  
Directors. The office is doing well. We had two light snows 

this week. Cold weather still. Thom is running the waggon 
most of  the time, sells some wood at $1.75 and gets our 
wood, of  which it requires a quantity this weather.

Saturday 9:  Rec’d this week hires of  men $2.50.  Hard 
frost this morning but the day more mild than usual.

Sunday 10:  I went to the B. Church and listened to a feel-
ing sermon from Dr. Hartwell. The old man is failing fast. 
His usefulness cannot last long, but he will leave a blank in 
this community not soon, to be filled when he goes. Mr. Car-
leton keeps Sy at $60. This day we have a south wind and 
natural thaw, the first since Christmas. The balls of  snow that 
were rolled up three weeks ago are still here and now disap-
pearing.

Monday 11:  I arose early and hastened out to business. We 
have navigation now and business is brisk in the City. Rec'd 
Thoms hire at boat $1.25.

Tuesday 12:  Fine pleasant weather, tho cool at night. Paid 
50¢ for fruits etc. at S. Boat for my family. Paid $3.02 1/2  for 
26 lbs. country lard.

Wednesday 13:  Cotton going off  fast. Great activity in 
trade, etc. Camden assumes a city like appearance in that re-
spect. Sent Thom across the river to Pikes for load of  cotton-
seed for which I am to pay $5. Sold my old mule Jack for a 
little waggon, to Ross Webb which he is to send me during 
the week. Neither of  us had seen the property we traded for. 
I estimate the mule at $75 on credit. I gave $80 for him 
about 6 years ago.
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Thursday 14:  Busy looking after Ins. affairs. Paid $2.00 for 
20 lbs of  common sugar to Fellows. Had a settlement this 
week with G. W. Taylor of  Dallas Co. and got receipt last 
years (1854) taxes, balance due $7.24 and gave him order on 
Mr. Trice for $12.40 to cover that and A. Cheatham black-
smith's bill. There is still a settlement with Boulder on the pre-
vious years taxes.

Friday 15:  I spent the day as usual, closely engaged. A fine 
pleasant day, my mind is engrossed with business matters. I 
am contented with my prospects and happy. I expect now 
nothing else so long as I have the capacity but constant and 
vigilant attention to business and am happy to have the op-
portunity of  decently supporting and educating my family by 
so doing, and even curtailing in our living many things which 
we would like to enjoy.  Hugh found cow and calf  drowned.

Saturday 16:  As usual. Weather clear and pleasantly cool. 
Clara and the children have had sickening colds, just as the 
weather began to relax its severity. They brought up some 8 
or 10 head of  my cattle. Nearly over half  of  them are miss-
ing and I suppose drowned.

Sunday 17: I spent the morning in examining Susan over 
the branches which she is studying, and regret to find that 
altho she learns the lessons in her books she is not taught the 
sense of  what she is learning. This is a deplorable defeat in 
most of  our schools. The teaching is mechanical and the 
young mind is not exercised so as to improve it further than 
the memory. The understanding is not enlightened by practi-
cal application, and the mind, the reasoning faculties are not 

brought into action at all. They are hurried on mechanically 
in a variety of  studies as they are called, in each half  an hour 
at a time by which course the student is induced to believe 
she is doing well and is never thrown upon her reasoning 
powers for aid, nor has she any idea when she according to 
the phrase “graduates", of  the application of  the rules which 
she has thus memorized. I don't know what to do about it un-
less I can find time to explain and to practice the minds of  
my children at home. We have all suffered from colds since 
the weather became more mild.

Monday 18: I spent the day as usual - We got up 10 or 11 
head of  our cattle - suppose 6 or 8 lost.

Tuesday 19:  I bought 1 hog, bought through Si Jones 
$6.15, being at the rate of  5 1/2 per lb.  Also bought from 
Gee 50 lbs. new bacon at 12 1/2¢.

Wednesday 20: In like manner. Paid Si for 1 bu. meal 90 
cts. and spent 30 cts. for fruit. Paid Fellows $2. for 20 lbs. 
brown sugar. Paid B. Powel $2.75 for stable acct. for William 
and rec’d about $5.60 for hire last week.

Thursday 21:  Busy about the boats and closing up and at-
tending to Insurance matters. We have had a wet time and 
the river is rising.

Friday 22:  Paid Gee $6.00 for bacon I bought the other 
day. Mr. Matthews the preacher and his wife spent a day or 
two with us this week. We have all suffered severely with 
colds since the cold weather relaxes. So long as the constant 
freeze continued the system seemed to be braced up, but as 
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the natural elements relaxed the human frame seemed to 
take in cold and disease as it was suddenly let down and most 
generally settled on the lungs of  my family producing cough.

Saturday 23:  Rec’d about $10 this week for hire of  the 
men. Bought a barrel of  Irish potatoes from John McCollum 
at $6. I planted 1/2 today. The first day that would allow of  
planting this winter. I also bought $1.50 worth of  yams and 
bedded. Also had the most of  the garden ploughed up. All 
the cotton for shipment is off  at last which is the first time for 
over two years. The river is in fine boating condition and the 
trade of  our city very brisk.

Sunday 24:  Went to the Episcopalian Church and spent 
the balance of  the day as usual. Mr. Scoggins has been to the 
City of  N. Orleans with his wife and has now returned. Clara 
is suffering with a cough which renders me uneasy.

Monday 25:  Spent the day as usual. The day was inces-
santly rainy and river going over the bottom again. Paid J. 
McCollum $6. for his potatoes.

Tuesday 26:  Spent the day as usual. I am suffering much 
with two stys on one eye. But my business is such that I have 
to keep at work with the other, except at night I am obliged 
to rest my eyes. I paid Mr, Ballard of  Dallas $4.00 a little bill 
for shoe making which I have owed him for 2 years.

Wednesday 27:  Busy in the business of  the Insurance of-
fice - A pleasant day again. Paid 90 cts. for one bushel of  
meal to Si. Had a meeting of  the Board of  Directors etc. I 
have a good deal of  difficulty in getting the business men to 

harmonize in relation to the company's interests. There are 
so few of  the people, even the merchants that are at all ac-
quainted with the legitimate course of  such business or know 
what are their own rights, or those of  the company, all desir-
ous to have it appear that they know all about it. And add to 
this a degree of  rivalry among those who have been doing a 
leading business, here pretty much in their own way without 
regard to any strict rules of  business in settled commercial 
communities. It is difficult to get them into regular strict 
rules, and each one claims to have everything in his own way, 
or is for flying off  from the concern.

Thursday 28:  In like manner. I paid S. C. Buchanan's acct. 
for last year, pl. & int. $21.30. I am collecting very slowly, and 
but for the cash I rec’d for the hire of  the men would scarcely 
be able to get money to buy necessaries.

Friday 29: Had a cloudy cool day - some thunder and con-
siderable rain at night. I was mainly engaged in reading law 
during the day. I have gone to rest early for three nights on 
account of  my eye. We sowed cabbage and other hardy gar-
den seeds but the ground is very cold and wet. I settled ac-
counts with Judge Cullen - He says I owe him $1.25 and he 
owes me for hire of  men the same amount.
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Saturday 1:  A cloudy disagreeable day. I bought 50 lbs. of  
flour from Si and paid him $2.50 for it. I rec’d $8.00 for hire for 
men this week.

Sunday 2:  I started to Princeton to Court, paid 20¢ ferriage 
and pikeage, got to my friend D. Stokes' and spent the night hap-
pily. This morning froze hard, and the evening quite cool. Road-
way bad. S. Richmond and myself  travelled in company.

Monday 3:  I rode in to Princeton and put up at Lindseys. At-
tended Court without making anything. Court very uninterest-
ing. But little business and what little there was run over in a 
way to amount to a denial of  justice, by the petty tyranny of  the 
self  important little creature who has been placed upon the 
Bench of  that Circuit. Oh Democracy! How long will you Hec-
tor over the people of  this doomed State and gull them into 
their slow ruin.

Tuesday 4:  After 11 o'clock I went out to my old plantation 
with Mr. Trice and had a settlement. He owed me $312. as per 
statement rendered him. Gave me an order to Smirl on him for 
$72.59 also order to Sheriff  Holloway for $45. And balance of  

LOCAL COURTS

❖ “Attended Court without making anything. Court very 
uninteresting. But little business and what little there 
was run over in a way to amount to a denial of  
justice, by the petty tyranny of  the self  important little 
creature who has been placed upon the Bench of  that 
Circuit. Oh Democracy! How long will you Hector 
over the people of  this doomed State and gull them into 
their slow ruin.”
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$149.43 draft on Hewit Norton & Co., N. Orleans. This 
closes our last years dealings. I made an article of  agreement 
with him renting the whole place at $250 for the present year, 
and gave him $l. per hundred for new rails put up. He keeps 
and takes care of  the 2 cows and yearlings and 2 year old 
heifer for use of  them.

Wednesday 5:  Went in to Princeton and listed my lands in 
that county for the present year. Renewed my notes to the In-
ternal Improvement Commission including interest up to 
March 1857. Makes $645. Left it with Robert Martin, he be-
ing security. Gave Sheriff  the order above mentioned in pay-
ment of  my taxes for last year. Dined at Mr. Fellows and rode 
to Pagets for the night. Paid Lindsay $2. bill and the boot 
black his dime. Took up my note to Williamson, from Mr. I. 
Holmes, and paid him the balance of  $1.40 which it ex-
ceeded what he owed me, say $35 for the rent of  my field he 
sowed in oats. Paid pikeage 10 cts. They lost my saddle blan-
ket at the tavern at Princeton and had to get me a new one. I 
believe I have made a safe trip and am glad to be getting 
home.

Thursday 6: Got home to dinner and went to work at the 
office. Paid ferriage 10 cts. Paid over to P. McCollum the 
draft of  Noah Trice for $149.43 on Hewit Norton & Co. to 
go as credit on my note to Henry Clemm for cotton bought 
of  him last year. I received returns of  sale of  cotton 12 bales 
- from Rawlins Duncan & Co. net proceeds of  all $428.53 to 
be applied to my credit with Webb, Rawlings & Co. The 4 
bales of  Clemms cotton sold for 9 cts. Seven bales of  my own 

at 9-5/8 and 1 bale mixed cotton 7-1/2. So here ends that 
unfortunate years labor and these last 8 pieces of  bales, was 
the crop. Truly a disastrous year for me. But I am getting 
over it. Such thro life has been my fortune when I have en-
trusted the management of  my business. All that I have ever 
succeeded in has been what I done or saw done in person. I 
never could get overseers or agents to transact business for 
me. They would either neglect it or manage it for selfish pur-
poses to benefit themselves. I paid Si Jones $4.30 for meal 
and fodder.

Friday 7:  I received by Steamer Louisa 1 bl. molasses, 1 bl. 
sugar and 1 sack coffee amounting with the freight to $56.91, 
thirty of  which I sent down and balance paid to J. E. McCol-
lum - he having settled with the Boat and sent an order for 
other articles.

Saturday 8:  I paid acct. to Viser & Arnold, drug store 
$4.15. 1 went last night to the division and I regret to say 
that we could not get a quorum to open. The billiard rooms 
and grocery are the places of  resort now decidedly, and it is 
owing mainly to the want of  Independence in that part of  
the community who have character and influence. Many will 
fall victim but it cannot be helped. It must be so until the evil 
becomes so intolerable that the community will revolt against 
it. We have at last one beautiful spring day. Doctor Ruffin is 
with us, down on business in Camden. The River is getting 
out of  the bottom again. We planted the balance of  our Irish 
Potatoes today. Rec’d $8.50 hires of  men this week.
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Sunday 9:  A pleasant day. Went to Baptist Church and at 
night to Meth. Endeavored to draw off  my mind for the day 
as much as possible from worldly concerns. Difficult undertak-
ing. Engaged Rainy to attend to a case I have in Calhoun 
County, this being Court week there.

Monday 10:  I omitted last week to mention that while at 
Princeton I sold a quarter section, the S. E. of  sct. 21 of  8.16 
to W. P. Ryland at $2. per acre, taking his notes $160 due 
next Christmas with legal interest from date, and $160 Christ-
mas 1857 with int. also and made him title bond. This is a 
very low price but it is a portion of  the bottom of  Tulip that 
is only useful to those who live on the high lands and I am de-
sirous of  getting clear of  my unsalable lands, and getting my 
property more concentrated at or near home, I can purchase 
property here which will advance faster than those lands. 

Tuesday 11:  Spent the day as usual. Hands out at my little 
farm preparing to plant a patch of  corn, etc. Hugh has 
charge of  them. I paid Si 90 cts. for a bushel of  meal. A wet 
cool day. I examined some law questions. Received per S. 
boat our old chairs 1/2 dozen which we first commenced 
keeping house with. And which we had shipped around as 
heir looms, also our old sofa and some bedding etc. which I 
bought some 3 years ago at the sale of  the Estate of  Mrs. 
Coleman, and which I have been trying ever since to get our 
friends to forward to us, but never could until now and do 
not of  course get all, and what we have got are nearly useless. 
So much for my fortune in getting others to do anything for 

me. And the Bill of  charges is nearly as much as the intrinsic 
value.

Wednesday 12:  I enclosed $5.00 to Crawford to pay taxes, 
etc. Saline County in addition to $10 I had borrowed of  him 
before to pay on four hundred acres. They have advertised 
and penalized and charged to such amount on them. I re-
ceived this time a statement of  the items of  the charges. The 
river is going down fast, but business quite lively in the City.

Thursday 13:  Spent the day as usual, except that the 
weather is very cool, cloudy and chilly. I have kept close to 
my room examining some legal questions. Paid $2.00 to Mr. 
Trice for Alsobrook which is about all I owe him. It is cred-
ited on my note in my own handwriting.

Friday 14:  Another cloudy cold day - In like manner.  The 
ground is cold and the spring unusually backward. There is 
not the appearance of  a bloom on any of  the fruit trees yet. 
Hugh and Henry have geared up the mule and little waggon 
and are hauling in some laths from my place which were left 
last summer at $1.50 per thousand. A slow business but the 
boys had better learn to do some such jobs even if  they do 
not profit much.

Saturday 15:  Another cold, cloudy day. I received today 
$100 from Hodnutt on account of  D. Halls note for land 
which with the same sum received last week makes $200. I 
have received on that account I paid it over to C. M. Harvey 
on my note to him, and gave a new note for balance includ-
ing interest $371, to be paid without fail next winter. It is 
now late Saturday evening. I will close the weeks work and 
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try to devote until Monday morning to useful reflection and 
the enjoyment of  the family circle. To cultivate the heart as I 
have been the head during the week. Received from Steven & 
Thom work this week $4.50.

Sunday 16:  Another cold drisling day. I spent the day as 
usual at church.

Monday 17:  To the office early, and engaged in examining 
law principles - and, early to bed - We are very anxious on ac-
count of  not receiving any letters from Ann now for two 
months.

Tuesday 18:  In like manner. Closely engaged in examining 
the doctrines of  Mortgages and am almost surprized at my-
self  that I have so much to learn yet on that subject.

Wednesday 19:  In like manner. I omitted to state that last 
Saturday evening we had a regular shooting match in the 
street, in which one man Mr. Carrington was killed by Elliott. 
Some 5 shots were made and it is surprizing that more had 
not been killed. So much for pride and evil passions. Elliott 
was tried and discharged by the examining court. It grew out 
of  Editorial sharpshooting.

Thursday 20:  I received today $4.50 from L Green for 
3000 laths which Hugh and Henry delivered to him with the 
little Jersey waggon. I gave Hugh $1.50 of  the money and 
Henry a dime. So they are rich and none the worse off  for 
the labor.

Friday 21:  A delightful sunshiny day, but still cool for the 
season - I collected $15 - William's tuition account on Mrs. 

Elliott and took up from Sells & Co. a note, pl. and int. 
$10.36 given to Abbott last year. I received account of  sales 
from Fellows & Co. N. O. for 10 bales cotton bought of  H. 
Cleamm last year at 9 cts. 6 bales at 10 1/2 and 4 at 9. With 
proceeds $438.37. Shipped to account of  McCollum & Fel-
lows. Business brisk in the City and the river still in good boat-
ing condition.

Saturday 22:  I spent the day as usual. Received from the 
boys this week about $5. hire. Paid Si $1.87 1/2 for two bush-
els of  meal.

Sunday 23:  A pleasant day. Went to Methodist Church at 
noon and Presbyterian at night.

Monday 24:  Hugh & Henry with Thom. Tabby and Kim 
went out to work at the new ground. Paid 60 cts. for stamps.

Tuesday 25:  As usual. S. boat Touro got up - river failing 
but good navigation - Improvement going on rapidly - 
Things look cheerful. Peaches just blooming.

Wednesday 26:  As usual. Paid J. E. McCollum $10 on ac-
count of  S. Bills to Louisa and $20 to Mr. Sifford when boat 
was at the landing to pay for my last shipment of  groceries, 
corn, etc.

Thursday 27:  As usual. Paid E. Hill & Co. $10 on account 
as per receipt of  the 26th. Also paid Richmond $1.69 in full 
their book account. Also settled with them for $15. and $10 
which I had borrowed of  them heretofore, in our settlement 
of  Ins. stock. So we stand square at this date.
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Friday 28:  A frost this morning and cool day. Paid John 
McCollum the balance being $16.10 of  my supplies and 
freight by the Louisa. All amounting to $46.10 which in-
cluded the above payments. Settled again with McC. & Fel. 
dft at sight on Fel. &, Co for $237.55 the balance due me of  
proceeds of  the 10 bales cotton they shipped for me. The net 
proceeds of  the 10 bales was $438.47. I at last owe McC. & 
F. nothing.

Saturday 29:  As usual. The mail has returned again with-
out bringing a letter from my child Ann. I am so much disap-
pointed to say nothing more by being deprived of  the pleas-
ure of  the correspondence with her in her absence. But I am 
really very uneasy at the long absence of  any communication 
from her. Something must be the matter which I cannot ac-
count for. I shall not enjoy myself  until I hear from her, It is 
now near three months since I received the last.

Sunday 30:  I spent the day as usual, for Sunday.

Monday 31:  Court met today. A cold disagreeable morn-
ing. I paid W. Mack two dollars on tan yard account. Judge 
Stith is presiding and is quite an improvement on the Circuit 
Court Bench of  Arkansas. I have not so much business as I 
would have expected under the circumstances but do not re-
pine about it. I have had my day, in the profits of  the profes-
sion and let it go, so I cannot complain - I however can exam-
ine a case more understandingly than ever before.
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Tuesday 1:  Attended to business laboriously and patiently. Mr. 
Carleton is with us.

Wednesday 2:  In like manner. My health is good. The 
weather has become pleasant and I am contented with the ex-
ception of  my anxiety to hear from my child.

Thursday 3:  In like manner. I rec’d the first of  the week $3.12 
on acct. of  Stern. Also rec’d Klocks note for about $5. for 
Thoms hire.

Friday 4:  In like manner. Made a pretty satisfactory argument 
in a Chancery case. Paid 65 cts. my dues to the division for last 
quarter. We had on Wednesday evening an interesting meeting 
of  the Sons at the Methodist Church.

Saturday 5:  I spent the day as usual. I this week received from 
Mr. Carleton $20 in cash and am to pay that sum into the Rail-
road Company on late call. I enclosed draft to Frielson Steven-
son & Co. drawn by Walsh on Hewit Norton & Co. for $100.49 
to be placed to credit of  the Ins. Company. This hundred dol-
lars is a payment by me individually to the office. I also received 
from Shinn $150. in cash and the above draft in full of  the first 

DRUNK JUDGES

❖ “I might here remark that we have a striking 
demonstration of  the shame which attends 
drunkenness. The special democratic appointment of  
Special Judge (Orville Jennings) has been and 
continues so intemperate that it is a mockery of  the 
administration of  Justice to bring a case before him.”
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note of  purchase of  Dallas Port place on Monday last. Paid 
today to H. Flannigan $8.31. amount of  last years tax as per 
rec’t of  Sheriff  Clark County and this evening return to my 
quiet and happiness to withdraw my mind until Monday 
morning from business. I also paid store account to J. D. Hill 
& Bro. $7.87 1/2. Paid N. Weldon $5.00 for oats bought of  
him in 1854.

Sunday 6:  Spent the day as usual. Pleasant weather.

Monday 7:  Court still going on, and its an interesting term. 
The failure of  the Fall Term has caused an accumulation of  
business and the new Judge is acquitting himself  with credit 
to himself  and advantage to the community.

Tuesday 8:  I spent the day in attending to occasional law 
business and as a constant observer of  whatever was going 
on, from which I am learning much of  modern Arkansas 
practice. Good order and system prevails and I take peculiar 
pleasure in observing the legal tilts and tournaments which 
occur among our heroes of  the bar.

Wednesday 9:  As usual. I enclosed to Col. Morgan of  the 
Ky. Institute a bill for Fifty Dollars on Frielson Stevenson & 
Co., New Orleans at thirty days from date.

Thursday 10:  As usual. I might here remark that we have 
a striking demonstration of  the shame which attends drunken-
ness. The special democratic appointment of  Special Judge 
(Orville Jennings) has been and continues so intemperate that 
it is a mockery of  the administration of  Justice to bring a 
case before him. I this day enclosed to Phil Trapnell $100 to 

be credited on Judgment in Dallas against me in favor of  F. 
W. Trapnell against me. Also $100 to J. T. Trigg to pay bal-
ance on a Judgement of  the State vs. myself  on note for State 
land in Dallas, and also the Agents Certificate with request to 
send me the Deed for the land which is 3 quarters, where my 
settlement in Dallas is situated. I also paid $50 my taxes in 
this County for 1855.

Friday 11:  As usual. Finished planting my patch of  corn 
out at my place in the neighborhood, say 7 acres. At last I re-
ceived a letter from Ann H. at Memphis which greatly re-
lieves us. She has remained in Penola 2 months longer than 
she expected and did not on that account write. She is now at 
school and I hope doing well. Her opportunities are certainly 
pretty good to improve and prepare herself  for making a re-
spectable debut in society.

Saturday 12:  As usual. The business of  the Court was 
closed at 11 o’clock at least the minutes were read, and the 
Clerks not being able to keep the record up, but little was 
transacted today. I have had no encouragement this Term in 
the way of  new business not having had a single new fee dur-
ing the term. I had some share of  the business on the docket 
and gave strict attention to it, but my claims were certainly 
not acknowledged in the giving of  new business. I however 
suppose I will have my share. The people here have been 
used to being courted by the profession by all the necessary 
arts, or have been so indebted to them that it threw the busi-
ness into the hands of  particular members to some extent. I 
have once had my day and let it pass. I should not complain 
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if  it never came again. Besides I have the means of  living oth-
erwise, my reserved course I know is construed into haughti-
ness or at least into indifference.

Sunday 13:  At home as usual. Weather warm and dry. I in-
dulged my favorite custom of  devoting a portion of  the day 
in the service of  Morpheus. It seems to be constitutional with 
me to require at least 8 hours of  sleep in 24 and if  I am 
awake a little more than usual, as I have been the past week, 
it has to be paid back with interest.

Monday 14:  I attended to business until dinner. Then 
Clara and myself  started down to El Dorado to Court, nomi-
nally, but really to see Margaret and family and to spend a 
few days with them. I hired a buggy at Wards stable at $1.00 
per day, put to it my fine mule and went to Mr. Scoggins for 
the night, were hospitably received and had a fine nights rest, 
leaving our little brood at home with the servants for the first 
time.

Tuesday 15:  Started early and got to El Dorado about 3 
o'clock. Found all tolerably well and spent the evening with 
that peculiar satisfaction which the meeting of  parents with 
an affectionate child under the most favorable circumstances 
produces. The world has no other such boon to offer to the 
virtuous mind, duplicity and deception or formal politeness 
have no place here. All is felt. All is real. Gratitude on the 
one part, and pride and hope on the other all cemented by 
pure affection.

Wednesday 16:  I appeared in Court where I had but one 
case. Attended with satisfaction to the tests of  wit, legal acu-

men and mental powers exhibited by each opposing counsel. 
I paid Mr. Scoggins taxes as per receipts 7 or 8 dollars, and 
may set these down as among the happy hours of  my life.

Thursday 17:  I attended a public meeting of  the Sons to-
night, and it having rained and the air much changed in tem-
perature, I took cold and was unwell through the night, being 
affected with flatulent cholic.

Friday 18:  I was quite unwell all day, took some light medi-
cine and was better through the night. Did not go out to the 
Courthouse.

Saturday 19:  Feel better. Very cool air. Went into Court, 
witnessed the proceedings which I am fond of  doing which 
business is well conducted in Court.

Sunday 20:  We think Lizzie has the meazles. Tho slightly 
as yet, we remained with Mr. C. until dinner, then taking 
leave traveled to Major Prines 10 miles and enjoyed the kind-
ness of  himself  and family for the night.

Monday 21:  Started early and got home about 3. Found all 
well and that the little fellows had behaved well all the time 
of  our absence. Here pleasure of  an attractive nature hailed 
us again in the reunion with all the little kind, dependent 
flock from whom we had been absent for one whole week.

Tuesday 22:  At home as usual.  We had a good rain. The 
garden is revived. I rec’d $2. Thoms hire part of  time we 
were absent. I am busy bringing up matters in the Ins. office 
to make semiannual report. I wrote a long letter to William 
and enclosed him five dollars for pocket money.
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Wednesday 23:  At home busy as usual night and day. I am 
awkward and slow in keeping books and making calculations. 
It requires from me full double the time that an expert would 
do the work, and mine is not handsomely done after all. But I 
keep working at each account until I have it right in sub-
stance if  not in form.

Thursday 24:  As usual. Paid Ward $10.30 his note and in-
terest to William for Tuition. This settles my bill for the 
buggy to El Dorado and Wms. bill $3.00 for Bettie Maddox 
to go to Dallas last summer and a little item I owed him for a 
horse. Hugh and Henry went to Pars Mill with the light wag-
gon and had 3 sacks 7 bushels, ground. (editor’s note: Hugh was 
15 and Henry 10)

Friday 25: Rain again. Vegetation swelling out so fast as to 
be almost visible to the eye. I settled my account with Hod-
nut & Toney $53.33, my own account and Williams $4.03, 
out of  the money they held for me from David Hall. I also 
rec’d from them $47.64 the balance in full of  the purchase 
money for the quarter section I sold D. Hall in Dallas, alto-
gether $405.00 pl. and lnt. and he is entitled to a deed. At-
tended the Division tonight.

Saturday 26:  Spent the day as usual of  late. All the distinct 
ideas I had about other things confounded by calculations in 
figures. And I very often have to go over the same calculation 
at different times to be sure I am right. I have always been 
too careless about arithmetical calculations, and have not con-
fined myself  to exact accuracy. Experience however teaches 
us the necessity of  exactness in our transactions and reflec-

tion teaches us its propriety with our fellow men. The vulgar 
expression "that right, wrongs no man" contains more practi-
cal good sense than is commonly credited to it.

Sunday 27:  Spent the day as usual, at church, Baptist, at 
Noon and Methodist at night. We have received letters from 
our absent children, and all things pertaining to our worldly 
affairs seem promising for which we should be thankful.

Monday 28:  Busy as usual in the Insurance office. I give it 
very strict attention for its success is very important to me. It 
furnishes me the ready means of  procuring my supplies and 
educating my children and promises to promote my interest 
in various ways.

Tuesday 29:  I paid J. G. Scales my note for balance of  ac-
count for ’54 $28.48 and closed account for ‘55 with that 
house $43.87 and 4 months int.  I paid Sims five dollars in 
full Flannigans claim for payment of  taxes for 1854 in Clark. 
Also paid $2 for 6 lbs tobacco to E. J. McCollum. Clara has 
had Thom and all the servants busy two or three days reno-
vating our old house by lime white wash inside and out, and 
had made a great change in the old shanty for comfort. Hugh 
caught us some fine fish and we are all acting our parts, con-
tented and happy. And I should not omit to mention that lit-
tle Clara with her little prattle and fondness for romping and 
childish play gives that pleasing variety to our lives and 
warms up our tender emotions, the purest sentiments of  the 
heart.

Wednesday 30: I spent the day as usual. We have had sev-
eral tolerably severe storms. A vast quantity of  timber has 
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been thrown down all over the country. It seems to have been 
much more general than usual.
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Thursday 1:  Poetic associations are commonly as a sort of  
matter of  course connected with the 1st of  May. But there is 
something real and sensible in beauties of  this day. The softness 
of  the atmosphere, the clearness of  the sky, the remarkable fresh-
ness and verdant coloring of  the young foliage - truly nature 
seems to have put on her most fascinating dress. There was a 
concert at the Baptist Church given to raise the means of  im-
proving the church. It was well attended and went off  agreeably. 
I went with my family and paid two dollars.

Friday 2:  Another beautiful morning, quite warm day.

Saturday 3:  Spent the day busy as usual - and went to the sing-
ing at night. I settled with Dr. Hartwell for tuition up to end of  
last session - paid him by account in part, and balance, my sub-
scription of  five dollars for the Melodian and balance of  $2.50 
cash.

Sunday 4:  I attended church as usual.

Monday 5:  Held an election for Directors of  the Ins. Co. I am 
busy and bothered in getting my books and figures all to tally. 
But I will labor until I get it all right. We have netted over losses 

RELIGIOUS PROPRIETY

❖ “This day has been set apart by the Clergy of  the City 
as a day of  fasting. Business has accordingly in great 
part closed - A large portion of  the people attended 
services at the Methodist Church which is the most 
roomy and a sermon by Dr. Hartwell with some 
appropriate remarks from each of  the four preachers. I 
was pleased at the exercises and entered in the spirit of  
it with some pious and thankful feelings. It came 
nearer to my idea of  Religion than the common 
denominational preaching.” 

202

NATURE SEEMS TO HAVE PUT ON HER 
MOST FASCINATING DRESS

May 1856



and expenses this term of  6 months 40 percent on the 
amount paid in.

Tuesday 6: I, at last, in spite of  the thickness of  my head in 
arithmetical matters got my statements all right, and have the 
satisfaction of  enjoying the consciousness of  my success by 
perseverance. Bookkeeping is out of  my line of  business but I 
am advancing in it considerably. We finished ploughing and 
hoeing my little field of  corn last evening. I received $26.60 
today from Proctor, balance on note for hire of  Lucy.

Wednesday 7: Spent the day as usual. Boats landing and 
everything active. I made a deed to David C. Hall for the 
NorthWest quarter of  Section 15 of  Township 8.S.16 West 
and delivered it to Rob’t Thrasher - Rec'd 50 cts. hire from 
Thom and laid out same for 2 lbs. butter.

Thursday 8:  I paid S. Block, $5. which I had paid in Janu-
ary or February but by some carelessness mislaid the receipt. 
I thought it better to pay it a second time to the little Jew, 
than to have my feelings ruffled and kept in irritation by the 
little JEW. It was an account made by William against my di-
rections or I should not have been exposed to such a state of  
things. Enclosed to William $5. Illinois paper.

Friday 9:  Cool weather for the season. Boats have been up, 
brought good freights and left again. Money matters are eas-
ier than they have been for the previous year.

Saturday 10:  I spent in like manner. The requirement of  
me to pay a little account the second time brings me to my 
daily cash book again. So I have opened it again after a gap 

of  about 13 years. I went last night as usual to the Division 
and had an interesting meeting, making arrangements for the 
celebration of  the 4th of  July. And tonight attended the eve-
nings concert at the Institute as usual on Saturday night.

Sunday 11:  I attended preaching. At night had a discourse 
on Sunday Schools which was interesting to me. I contrib-
uted 50 cts. to the cause - I have long since been satisfied of  
the value of  Sunday schools but have never had much ac-
quaintance with its extent and general progress in the world - 
Dick and Clara have been complaining - worms I suppose. 
We are giving them medicine for I do believe that worms 
have something to do with the disease of  half  the sickness 
among children in the country. We cannot too soon guard 
against them. (Editor’s note: Dick is 5 and Clara 2 1/2)

Monday 12:  Spent the day as usual. Nothing remarkable.

Tuesday 13:  As usual. Weather dry and the river falling 
rapidly.

Wednesday 14: As usual. Many goods have been received 
in the last month in Camden and many more are on the way. 
Trade is quite active and extensive.

Thursday 15:  Had a meeting of  the Board of  Directors 
Ins. Co. I was reelected Sect’y and Treas. My salary for the 
last Term of  Six months $400 allowed. I made report - We 
made net something over $4,000 this Term.  Thoms hire 
$2.50.

Friday 16: Paid for stamped envelopes 80 cts. Attended Divi-
sion as usual at night - Had a mess of  snaps today.
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Saturday 17:  Paid J. N. Daly $60 on account of  goods 
bought at Tom Leeks auction sale last year. Enclosed to Dr. 
Frazier at Memphis $20. for Ann H. and wrote to Ann, con-
tributed 50 cts. to payment of  music books for Dr. Hartwells 
singing and music school. Retired from the engagements of  
the week contented.

Sunday 18: Spent the day as usual.

Monday 19:  As usual - Under an unusually clear sky. Every-
thing unusually bright.

Tuesday 20:  Paid 75 cts. to Stinson for spectacles. Had a 
settlement with Toney and Hodnutt and paid out of  silver I 
had sent with Hodnutt to N. Orleans Bill groceries which he 
bought for me $50.11 and freight on same $7.75.

Wednesday 21: Spent the day as usual - exceedingly clear 
dry weather.

Thursday 22:  In like manner. We set out some potato slips 
last Saturday and have been watering them ever since. We 
have succeeded in saving part, say 2/3 of  them as well as cab-
bage plants in about the same proportion.

Friday 23:  Paid for meal $1.50 for 1 1/2  bushels, also for 
butter 50 cts. Hugh and the negroes are working out our 
patch of  corn the second time. Attended division as usual.

Saturday 24:  As usual. At home and engaged in reading, 
instructing the children and attending to the Ins. office. We 
have again received letters from William and Ann, an ac-
knowledgement of  a draft heretofore sent to Col. Morgan for 

$50. also a letter from Mr. Carleton saying that Margt. would 
be up shortly - Enclosed to William by mail $20 - Paid for 
watch key 10 cts.

Sunday 25:  Spent the day as usual. Weather exceedingly 
warm, dusty & dry.

Monday 26: As usual - busy at office - I commenced read-
ing Church History.

Tuesday 27:  In like manner.

Wednesday 28:  In like manner - Weather very warm and 
dry - Attended a meeting tonight at which speeches were de-
livered on the subject of  the Methodist College-

Thursday 29:  Held a meeting of  the Board of  Directors 
Ins. office yesterday and today - Arranged with Mr. Harvey 
my debt to him, by giving him my note and taking up the old 
- also had a credit entered on it for $111.79 which I settled 
for him on his stock in office-

Friday 30: This day has been set apart by the Clergy of  the 
City as a day of  fasting. Business has accordingly in great 
part closed - A large portion of  the people attended services 
at the Methodist Church which is the most roomy and a ser-
mon by Dr. Hartwell with some appropriate remarks from 
each of  the four preachers. I was pleased at the exercises and 
entered in the spirit of  it with some pious and thankful feel-
ings. It came nearer to my idea of  Religion than the common 
denominational preaching. The Union of  the pastors of  the 
four different churches in this public manifestation and the 
earnest devotion to the cause of  Religions improvement in 
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our City which seemed to be their common object, met my 
views of  Religious propriety more fully than any occasion I 
have witnessed for some time. One circumstance however, 
marred the happy results - The Methodist Elder not con-
tented with the successful and happy effect produced, could 
not restrain his peculiar denominational characteristic habit 
of  raising a public collection for some purpose, and he settled 
upon that of  educating the poor children about town.

This movement altho the object was a commendable one, 
still not now called for by any present emergency, and being 
ill timed and unexpected, cast a damper on the closing of  the 
otherwise solemn and interesting services and chilled the 
warm feelings excited by the occasion, but giving it the ap-
pearance of  a plot to collect money, rather than to humble 
ourselves before our God. My family observed the fast until 
evening and spent the day apart from our daily business em-
ployments. Paid contribution 50 cts. Clara $1.00.

I had 108 lbs. bacon delivered by Mr. Burrows which I paid 
for at 12¢ making $12.95. 1 approve of  such occasions and 
feel that I am benefitted by the present.

Saturday 31:  I paid J. Vaughan $100. on my note for my 
lot. Was engaged part of  the day in professional business. 
The weather still excessively dry - Nights have turned cool. 
Paid 60 cts. for stamps - Closed books in the evening for the 

week - I am much disappointed in not getting a letter from 
William - It is strange!
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Sunday 1:  I attended Church as usual and spent the day in 
reading and reflection - I am restless on account of  not getting 
letters from my absent children - Hugh has gone down to Eldo-
rado to stay with Margt. during Mr. C's absence. We are much 
disappointed in their not coming up and this evening learn that 
Margt. has been seriously, not dangerously sick. Of  course she 
cannot come now - So it goes after our children leave us. All we 
can do is to prepare them while with us, as far as possible for act-
ing well their own parts - Then we have the comfortable reflec-
tion of  having done our duty towards them, and that such 
course if  pursued will be the best guarantee for their safety and 
happiness thro the varying scenes of  life-

Monday 2:  Spent the day busy at the office - some profes-
sional business. Our garden is parching up and from this time 
forward crops must suffer - I bought meal 1 1/2 bushels at $1.00 
per bushel-

Tuesday 3:  We are issuing certificates of  Deposit in the Ins. of-
fice to aid in our home currency. It is my intention however af-
ter the country acquires confidence to issue more than dollar for 

THE PARENT’S LAMENT

❖ “So it goes after our children leave us. All we can do is 
to prepare them while with us, as far as possible for 
acting well their own parts - Then we have the 
comfortable reflection of  having done our duty towards 
them, and that such course if  pursued will be the best 
guarantee for their safety and happiness thro the 
varying scenes of  life.”
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dollar which we commenced with, say 25 to fifty percent addi-
tional - The interest then will pay for the trouble and ex-
pense, and will tend to advertize us as money dealers - 
Thereby aiding our exchange business. I paid my bill to J. E. 
McCollum for freight and charges on the old Miss. furniture 
rec’d some time since $13.35.

Wednesday 4:  Hot and dry - Our Irish potatoes are cut off  
very short. My mode of  life is now very regular in my meals, 
my sleep, my business hours and my mind is commonly on or 
near an equilibrium. I think cooly act cooly and live thank-
fully. Some little anxiety about my absent children is the only 
matter which has disturbed me for some time, as I have not 
had letters from them as I hoped - But I hope for the best. 
Hugh has returned from Eldorado & Margt’s health im-
proved-

Thursday 5:  As usual - I have been reading Mosheims 
Eccl. History at leisure time.

Friday 6: Paid for watch key 10 cts. Also for beef  70 cts at 6 
cts per lb.

Saturday 7:  I went out and made some settlements which I 
had put off  for some time with R. E. Arrington. Paid my 
acct. to him for last year $52.88 by my acct vs. him for laths 
furnished him at $2. per thousand and two days work of  
Thom $57.90 cash $1.50 and took Rec’pt. Collected of  Sil-
man $l. for halling last year. Also settled with W. Sells & Co. 
note which I gave for Williams cigar acct. last year $10.25 
and order favor of  Gen. Haskell last year for provisions (gra-
tuitous) with int. $31.25, all which went on the note of  D. 

Lear and then as security in my favor. I also rec’d balance of  
the note in cash $10.25 - also intend as rec’d $1. on Whel-
fants wood acct. for printing Ins. notice - To singing at night-

Sunday 8:  I spent the day as usual at church and at home-

Monday 9: Paid Tho. Riley his taylor shop bill for Williams 
coat and pants and cutting some garments up to this date 
$20.50 - Had light dusting rain about enough to lay the dust 
and planted out a few potato slips - Air more cool and pleas-
ant. Rec’d a letter from Ann H. and William both which gave 
us some relief  about them as both are well and we had not 
heard from either for some time-

Tuesday 10: Paid Fellows $1.00 for 1 lb. of  Young Hyson 
tea-

Wednesday 11: As usual - In the evening rec’d letter that 
Margt. had been more sick, which renders me quite uneasy - 
I have concluded to go down and see her - Weather hot and 
dry again.

Thursday 12:  Busy until 3 o'clock. Then started down to 
see Margt. Got to Mr. Scoggins for the night - Don't feel well 
- Have flatulent cholic-

Friday 13:  Went on my way - Had to stop for storm with 
some rain on the way - Reached Mr. Carletons about 3 - 
Found Margt. sick and very weak with some fever - Think 
she will now recover but it will take her some time - She has 
been rather imprudent, in her weak condition, since her mis-
fortune of  miscarriage - I rejoice that I can be with her a day 
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or two in her sickness. My presence immediately revives her. 
I attended to her all night - She rested well -

Saturday 14:  Margt. is improving - Took medicine which 
made her very sick, but had no fever today. She is a dear 
child - It pains me to see her suffer - I remain with her all the 
time and she is more cheerful -

Sunday 15:  Margt. still doing well - After dinner I left for 
home. Had a struggle with my own feelings to resist her affec-
tionate appeal to remain longer. But I did not consider it nec-
essary and my business and family at home requiring my pres-
ence and I had to leave her very much against my will.  Went 
to Mr. Scoggins-

Monday 16:  Went on home - Reached there 10 o'clock A. 
M. and found all well - not well myself  the balance of  the 
day - Took blue mass at night-

Tuesday 17:  Paid Vaughan & Co. the balance of  the store 
account $18.75. Partly relieved by the medicine - Paid Gra-
ham $5. on med. acct. - for meal $1.25 for 1 bushel flour 
$5.30 at 4 1/2 cts per lb. Heard from Ann that she was well.

Wednesday 18:  Paid part of  my City tax $5. - weather 
very warm and cloudy. Garden burning up - Pretty good 
rains heard from in various directions but none here to do 
good.

Thursday 19:  Nothing worthy of  note Paid 40 cts to Rich-
mond for broom.

Friday 20:  Spent the day as usual at my ease tho not alto-
gether in sound health.

Saturday 21:  In like manner. Busy in the Ins. office. A 
shower of  rain.

Sunday 22:  At church as usual. And socially with my fam-
ily.

Monday 23:  I omitted to state that on the 19th I paid Jas. 
Thompson $10. on acct. of  taxes which he had paid for me 
in Hot Spring County heretofore, and held my note -

Tuesday 24:  As usual. Collected $40. thro Officer Clark 
from Bratton and Fowles note $40. Doing some business 
every day in the Ins. office - especially in Exchange. We are 
now drawing on New York at 1 3/4 percent premiums and 
on N. Orleans at 1 per cent.

Wednesday 25: As usual. We have had another good 
shower. Garden reviving- Weather warm and sultry. During 
last night our estimable friend neighbor and brother of  the 
bar, L. E. Case, died. Few men in Camden would be more to 
be regretted. His amiable qualities made him friends, his tal-
ents and capacity as a lawyer something over mediocrity, 
gave him character, while his long and intimate associations 
with the early settlers here had produced many strong ties of  
friendship with the people. How often does it happen that the 
best men in a community are out off  while those who are nui-
sances and festering sores in the body of  society are spared! 
The ways of  Providence are to us inscrutable.
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Thursday 26:  Spent the day without any occurrence wor-
thy of  note.

Friday 27: In like manner. Some small fees are presenting 
themselves. Paid Dr. Ruffin on my note due him for money 
lent me $55.10, he had not the note with him. Paid for mend-
ing Hughs shoes 25¢, for butter in market $1.00.

Saturday 28:  Sent to Dr. Christian for Ann $15.00.

Sunday 29:  At home and at church as usual. Weather un-
seasonably hot and dry - quite a drought.

Monday 30:  Paid for marketing .50 for improving grave 
yard $1.00. Hugh went to Eldorado for Margt.
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Tuesday 1:  Paid James Vaughan $50 on note for my resi-
dence. Enclosed to Wilm. at Paris $20. Paid Clara subscription 
for charities $1.

Wednesday 2:  As usual until evening. Mr. C. & Marg. & child 
got up this evening with Hugh. So we have a cheerful evening in 
the family circle. Such an one as is always pleasing to me. Margt 
however has not fully recovered, and I am fearful will be sick 
again. She seems to be very delicate and predisposed to bilious 
attacks.

Thursday 3:  I spent the day as usual. I subscribed Thoms serv-
ices for the Barbecue tomorrow - He went today to prepare the 
place for the dinner.

Friday 4: I have lived to see another Anniversary of  our Inde-
pendence. The day was appropriately celebrated by our Citi-
zens, the reading of  the Declaration by J. Fellows, patriotic 
speeches by Mr. Hawthorn and Mr. Leak. The occasion was re-
markable for the sobriety and good order which prevailed, the 
dinner was comfortable and all went off  agreeably and pleas-
antly. I was honored with a call to announce the order I etc, for 

MILLARD FILLMORE

❖ “The approaching election begins to excite much 
interest. A meeting was called tonight to form a 
Fillmore Club.”

❖ By 1856, Fillmore's Whig Party had ceased to exist. 
Fillmore refused to join the new Republican Party, 
where many former Whigs, including Abraham 
Lincoln, had found refuge. Instead, Fillmore joined the 
anti-immigrant, anti-Catholic American Party, the 
political organ of  the Know-Nothing movement. He 
ran in the election of  1856 as the party's presidential 
candidate.
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the day, and to occupy the stand as president on the occasion, 
which fulfilled without any discredit at least.

My anticipated pleasure was greatly diminished by the ab-
sence of  Clara and Margt. the latter being too unwell to go 
out in the heat, and her mother of  course will not leave her. I 
spent the evening in business at the Insurance office, Clara 
furnished green apple pies and light bread for the barbecue. 

Saturday 5:  Margt. is up but not well. Mr. Carleton started 
on to Little Rock to the Sup. Court. Lizzie is a fine child but 
is complaining too. We have about one good melon each day.

Sunday 6:  Margt. is quite sick and suffers much. I gave her 
medicine and she was better at night. I am glad however that 
she is with us, in the absence of  Mr. C. I omitted to state in 
proper place that Lucy came home from Mrs. Haskells, to 
whom she had been hired for the year, but I took her back. 
Capt. Tillghmans is to become accountable for the hire on ac-
count of  Sheppards wages, at the rate of  $100. per annum.

Monday 7:  Some rain passed around us in different direc-
tions the past two days but none here yet. It is cloudy today 
and we have hopes. Our garden is almost ruined. I collected 
on the 5th $2. from Col. Thornton balance his acct last year. 
Also $2.25 my commission on Swamp land scrip sold to J. 
Pile, at 5 percent.

Tuesday 8:  Spent the day as usual. Margts. health is still 
worse. it seems hard for her to get sound again, and the 
weather is so excessively debilitating with heat.

Wednesday 9:  In like manner. Clara has taken cold and is 
quite unwell.

Thursday 10:  In like manner. I am mainly engaged in the 
Insurance office. But few risks are taken now - We are using 
about 4 or 5 thousand dollars in Exchange and the balance 
of  the funds loaned out at 10 percent interest. We are draw-
ing on N. York at 1 3/4 percent prem. and one per cent on 
N. Orleans.

Friday 11:  In like manner. Margaret is improving and Mr. 
C. has returned from Little Rock.

Saturday 12:  Still hot and dry, but the nights more pleas-
ant. Paid Thom his share of  some laths which Thom and 
Hugh sold to John McCollum $1.20, also Hugh his share 
$1.20.

Sunday 13: At home and at church. A sacramental occasion 
at the Baptist. I witnessed with pleasure my dear wife and old-
est daughter in solemn communion at the Lord’s table. It is 
an interesting spectacle when administered in good order and 
solemnity. Only 9 members partook, so weak is the Baptist 
church here.

Monday 14: I made my arrangements this morning for an 
absence of  several days. Left the bill book of  my office with 
Mattlook and some money - and after dinner started on my 
way to Pine Bluff  on Arkansas River. Stayed at Burnhams.

Tuesday 15: Started early and rode to John Wyatts where I 
found the Dallas County candidates. I waited to hear them 
and went with Col. Green 10 miles in the evening by invita-
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tion. Had sufficient evidence of  the continued and increasing 
wrecklessness and tyrannical spirits of  the so called Demo-
cratic party, if  I had nothing before-

Wednesday 16: Made a late start, and had to ride nearly all 
the heat of  the day - Very hot, dusty and fatiguing. Got to 
Pine Bluff  just before sun setting. Put up at Drew Whites Tav-
ern. Paid 30¢ for a snack. Find them suffering for rain at Pine 
Bluff  but the health tolerably good.

Thursday 17:  Land sales of  forfeited state lands today. I 
bought in two 80-acre tracts, neighborhood of  Princeton and 
my old place which had been entered by myself  for Lockhart 
and Wirt. The Lockhart place was run up on me to $4.00 per 
acre and the Wirt tract adjoining my old place I got at the 
minimum price of  $1.25. I obtained certificates, paid $2.00 
for them paid 25¢ for medicine, Bill at Whites $2.50 and 
came out to Sulphur Springs eight miles.

Friday 18:  Paid bill $1.25 - Was pleased with the appear-
ance of  the Springs, found male and female schools there in 
a pleasant healthy looking grove, and the water doubtless cal-
culated to be useful to the country, especially to the inhabi-
tants of  the bottom below, of  those rivers. Place badly pro-
vided with accommodations, for a watering place, but cheer-
ful and pleasant. Parson Brummett is proprietor. Rode to 
Johns House in Brushy woods where I rested two hours, took 
dinner, thence on to Mr. Stills, at about 9 o'clock at night. 
There being some sickness where I intended staying I had to 
ride at night and turn off  the road 1/2 mile to stay.

Saturday 19:  Paid bill 75 cts. and got home about 2 o'clock 
25 miles, paying 20 cts. ferriage for the trip going and return-
ing at Hills ferry. Found all tolerably well at home. Clara has 
still a cold and cough which renders me uneasy. Mr. C. & 
Marg. with Henry Clay went home next day after I left and 
have not heard from them. Got letters from William who is 
well and boarding in neighborhood of  the Institute, waiting 
to get my letters enclosing money.

Sunday 20:  At home happy with my family. Went to church 
(Episcopal) -

Monday 21: Spent the day as usual. Very little doing profes-
sionally - Weather dry in the extreme altho there have been 
good rains in almost every direction, they have not reached 
us-

Tuesday 22: Paid on yesterday to Brooks for flour which 
Hugh got last week $2.50 and for marketing twenty five 
cents. 

Wednesday 23:  Spent the day as usual except that I have 
from some cause very little energy and have been nearer the 
character of  a loafer for some days than usual. The heat and 
dust is very oppressive, and I am exceedingly anxious not get-
ting a letter from Ann.

Thursday 24:  As usual. Doing some business in Insurance 
office-

Friday 25:  Paid on T. Leaks auction account $10. amount 
Williams Tuition bill, which I collected in that way. Listened 
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with unusual interest to Col. Fowlers speech, candidate for 
Congress.

Saturday 26:  In like manner. Though quite listless. Clara is 
still afflicted with a cough.

Sunday 27:  At church and at home with the family as 
usual.

Monday 28:  Paid for corn said to be 27 3/4 bushels at 95 
cts. to Green, by Hodnutt $26.35 which I am satisfied I am 
swindled in the measurement at least 1/5th. 

Tuesday 29:  As usual. The approaching election begins to 
excite much interest. A meeting was called tonight to form a 
Fillmore Club. I was called to the chair after some remarks 
by myself  and others. Meeting adjourned to meet next Tues-
day night. Some hopes are now entertained of  defeating the 
Democratic party and saving the Country. 

Wednesday 30:  Examination at female institute today. I at-
tended J. Ponders funeral in the morning and the examina-
tion in the afternoon.

Thursday 31:  Examination continued and closed with Con-
cert at night largely attended and very interesting. Some light 
showers of  rain have refreshed the atmosphere and put out 
the fires of  heat which seemed like parching up everything. 
Settled with Mr. Linden also Hartwells order in full for Su-
san’s tuition last session $46.60 and rec’d from him $15. mak-
ing $61.60 paid toward Thoms work on his place. (editor’s note: 
Susan was 13)
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Friday 1:  As usual.

Saturday 2: Spent the day as usual. My appetite for business 
and reading returning.

Sunday 3: I drew a bill on Frielson Stevenson & Co. at sight 
and for One Hundred Dollars and inclosed to Col. E. M. Mor-
gan, Supt. Frankfort Ky. Military Institute, drawn in favor of  W. 
M.M. Paid Fellows $1. for 1 lb. tea. I am rejoiced to see that 
Clara's cough has given way and we are all in good health. But 
still disappointed in getting expected letter from the absent chil-
dren. We were favored with a good rain at last, on last evening.

Monday 4: Election day. Paid H & Terry for meal $1.25 - Col-
lected note for William, for Marcus for tuition last year balance 
due $11.50. A good deal of  interest and excitement but all 
peaceable and I think it worthy of  notice here that altho an in-
tense interest is manifested for persons and parties, and great ex-
ertions made the election passed over without any outrage or vio-
lence, comparatively quiet. I vote the American ticket and 
where there was no American Candidate I did not vote at all.

A PROPHET

❖ “Disappointed on the slight hopes I had that the 
elections might go somewhat favorable to an 
improvement in public affairs but the sovereign cry of  
Democrat seems to be sweeping everything before and I 
see but little hope for the country - I have declined 
buying any more property until I see some further 
developments. I am satisfied that if  some providential 
change does not take place, our Union cannot stand 
five years longer, and when ever the Union is dissolved, 
there is an end to all safety in the rights of  property or 
security for its peaceful possession.”
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Tuesday 5: This day was mainly engrossed with the subject 
of  the election, news, etc. The Anti’s as usual have carried 
the county by about an average majority of  one hundred 
altho the City went for the American. And here is a bad 
omen for the maintenance of  our institution. Col. Fowler a 
firm consistent conservative Union loving men, candidate for 
Congress was beaten largely over the district by Col. Mann 
who has neither patriotism nor talents to do anything as a 
statesman, a mere party Hack and blustering pot house politi-
cian. 

Wednesday 6: I paid $121. for J. N. Thompsons $1,000. of  
Stock Insurance Co. to Hinton as per his letters filed and 
transferred the stock to myself  on the Books. This makes 
$8,500. in stock which I now own. Collected of  Constable 
Clark $12. balance in full against Howlers Judgment on note 
by him as security for Bratton in the price of  the old mule 
Jack.

Thursday 7: Spent the day as usual. Still anxious to get elec-
tions news.

Friday 8: Paid for beef  at 6 cts. per lb. $1.12. Weather ex-
ceedingly warm and dry as ever - -

Saturday 9: I spent the day as usual. Disappointed on the 
slight hopes I had that the elections might go somewhat favor-
able to an improvement in public affairs but the sovereign cry 
of  Democrat seems to be sweeping everything before and I 
see but little hope for the country - I have declined buying 
any more property until I see some further developments. I 
am satisfied that if  some providential change does not take 

place, our Union cannot stand five years longer, and when 
ever the Union is dissolved, there is an end to all safety in the 
rights of  property or security for its peaceful possession.

Sunday 10: At home and at church as usual.

Monday 11: As usual. In the Ins. office. I am not taking any 
risks now as there is nothing doing on the river, but I keep up 
a pretty singular little exchange business, and loan out the 
funds on hand at 10 percent at 60 or 90 days, so we are get-
ting along safely and smugly and making expenses in the dull 
season. The office is daily acquiring strength.

Tuesday 12: Paid for clarified sugar for preserving $1.00 for 
30 lbs. to Fellows.

Wednesday 13: As usual. Some clouds but no rain. Parch-
ing with drought.

Thursday 14:  In like manner. I attended to taking deposi-
tions in a Chancery case on yesterday and business in the Pro-
bate Court today. Collected Thoms hire $5.30 of  Klock.

Friday 15:  Collected of  C. White on Whineys Judgment 
$70 out of  which I retain $17 my commission on the seed 
and $100 heretofore collected and remitted by Mr. Scoggins. 
In this amount I paid acct. to White $6.50.

Saturday 16:  As usual. Engaged in Ins. office. Susan went 
down yesterday to Eldorado, her first visit to see Margt. in 
Powells carriage. We have rec’d letters from Ky. advising us 
that William and Ann are well and enjoying themselves 
among their relations in Davis. I wrote enclosing Ann $10 
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care of  W. Hawes at Hawesville. Our children are scattered. 
Hugh is at School in Camden.

Sunday 17:  Another hot dry day. Went to Baptist Church 
and heard a persuasive address well calculated for good to 
those whose ears are open to religious convictions from 
young Mr. Hartwell. At night went to Presbyterian Church 
and heard Mr. Barr.

Monday 18: Paid an account of  A. Butler for $6.10 to Mat-
lock, -also paid balance of  my corporation tax $13.05 as per 
account.

Tuesday 19: Spent the day in my usual routine. We are do-
ing an Exchange business in Ins. office, profits about $50 per 
month and lend out the balance of  our funds at 10 percent 
renewable at 60 to 90 days.

Wednesday 20: In like manner.

Thursday 21: All quiet and happy except the irritation and 
anxiety arising from the election news, and the outbreak in 
Kansas and elsewhere both of  which goes to show that our 
Government has seen its best days, and that we can stand but 
little longer. All the horrors of  disunion and Civil War stare 
us in the face, and yet the masses are Huzzaing for those very 
politicians and party which is bringing it upon them.

Friday 22:  The future is dark and gloomy for those who 
will see the impending ruin of  all that is dear to the patriot.

Saturday 23:  In like manner. We are still parched up with 
heat and dust altho we can hear of  rain in almost every direc-
tion it does not reach us.

Sunday 24:  At home and at church as usual. Day and night 
excessively hot.

Monday 25: Paid  J. N. Daly balance of  auction acct. to 
Thos. Leak, and paid 25 cts. contribution for lights etc. to the 
Fillmore Club.

Tuesday 26:  As usual. Paid 65 cts. for beef  at 6 1/2 cts. per 
lb. Paid Toney & Hodnutt $1.00 for meal last week.

Wednesday 27: In like manner. There has been rain 
around us, the nights have become more pleasant. I have 
gathered my little fodder and got it home. Squirrels take the 
corn.

Thursday 28:  In like manner. Only exhilarated by the grati-
fication of  receiving letters this evening from each of  our 
four absent children, announcing their good health and hap-
piness. W. & Ann are still enjoying themselves with their rela-
tions in Kentucky and Susan and Margt. are together at Eldo-
rado. Paid for knitting needles 20 cts.

Friday 29:  Paid for subscription to Louisville Journal to M. 
N. Gee $1.50 for ditto to Eagle Engraver sent by McMeans 
$2.00 - Our health is still good and I am constantly employed 
in my office, etc. These are perhaps our happiest days altho 
living sparingly for our childrens benefit. Their expenses of  
course are considerable.
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Saturday 30:  In like manner. Mr. Carleton arrived this eve-
ning.

Sunday 31:  Started up to Princeton to Circuit Court, ferri-
age on Ouachitta and turnpike 20 cts., dinner at Yeager’s 25 
cts. and stayed at my old friend Stokes that night.
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Monday 1: Went to Princeton and attended Court. Put up at 
Lindseys with Mr. Carleton.

Tuesday 2: Paid S. G. Smith $100 on note to F. Trapnell, 
earned on which judgment was heretofore rendered. Made 
some arrangements for Ins. Co. at Princeton.

Wednesday 3: After dinner paid bill $4.75 and went out to my 
plantation where Mr. Trice still lives. Went over the crop. The 
corn good. All the bottom in corn. The cotton now suffering 
from drought. Spent the night with him. The old house and 
yard etc. brought up many recollections of  the past. I spent here 
the most desperate portion of  my life and one of  great labor 
and trouble, but withall had many pleasant associations. 

Thursday 4:  Went to Mrs. Matlocks on business, thence to 
Princeton, thence out home of  Col Martin, took dinner and had 
a good rain. Thence on my way home to Mr. Stokes for the 
night. 

Friday 5:  Went on to Holly Springs and that neighborhood on 
business. Got very wet and stopped at Padgets for the night. A 
hard rain which is something new. 

LAWRENCE, KS 1856

❖ Bleeding Kansas, Bloody Kansas or the Border War, 
was a series of  violent political confrontations 
involving anti-slavery Free-Staters and pro-slavery 
"Border Ruffian" elements, that took place in the 
Kansas Territory and the neighboring towns of  
Missouri between 1854 and 1861. At the heart of  
the conflict was the question of  whether Kansas would 
enter the Union as a free state or slave state. As such, 
Bleeding Kansas was a proxy war between 
Northerners and Southerners over the issue of  slavery 
in the United States.
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Saturday 6: Got home to dinner. Pike & ferriage 20 cts. 
Found all well and spent the evening in business which was 
awaiting in Ins. office. Paid Thom for Holiday work, 4th July 
$1.00. Rec’d $5. part of  his hire from J. A. Jones. 

Sunday 7:  Spent the day as usual. 

Monday 8:  Spent the day at the office, rather inactively 
and unprofitably. 

Tuesday 9: In like manner. Read newspapers and feel 
gloomy at the prospects ahead for the fate of  our Govern-
ment. Civil war is raging in Kansas and democratic prevail-
ing everywhere. 

Wednesday 10: Paid contribution to Fillmore Club 50 cts. 
-for butter $1.00. 

Thursday 11: I spent the day as usual. Weather as warm as 
ever night and day. Mrs. Ruffin came down last night on a 
visit and will remain with us a few days. 

Friday 12: Paid $4.50 for 5 bushels corn. Attended the Divi-
sion as usual.  

Saturday 13:  Spent the day as usual. Nights have become 
more cool.

Sunday 14:  I attended Episcopalian Church morning and 
night. 

Monday 15:  Bought a day or two ago of  Mattlock & Co. 
two hams, paid for them today $3.60 and for beef  55 cts. I 
am now looking into my cases for cases for court. 

Tuesday 16: I enclosed by William T. Stone a letter to my 
son William $10 to be mailed at Louisville, KY. Spent the day 
very busily in the office. 

Wednesday 17:  In like manner at office busy day and 
night. The latter being occupied by the meeting of  the Fill-
more Club, over which I have the Honor to Preside. 

Thursday 18:  Mrs. Ruffin and family left us - I lent her 
$10. 1 omitted to mention that about the first of  this week 
LUCY hired with old Mr. Lewis Burnam at the rate of  One 
Hundred Dollars for the year. From this until Christmas. I 
rec’d on Monday $6.25 for Thoms hire to Vaughan and Ar-
rington. Hugh went with his Aunt Byrd across Smackover 
and returned tonight. 

Friday 19:  Spent the day as usual. Attended the Division at 
night and paid dues $1.45. 

Saturday 20:  As usual. Busy. Paid Mattlock & Co. $3.50 
cash for a bolt of  domestic. Mailed a letter to Ann H. at Haw-
esville enclosing $25 and paid Toney & Hodnutt $2.25 for a 
pair shoes for Hugh. Received a letter from William affording 
us the gratification that he had got back to the Institute after 
a pleasant vacation in good health and with new determina-
tion to improve himself  next session. Also that Ann was well 
and going on properly in her visiting trip. So my plans with 
the children so far are all turning out well. Ann is at Paris has 
visited Louisville and has had fine opportunities of  seeing the 
better part of  society.  
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Sunday 21:  Spent the day as usual. Some rain and appear-
ance of  the equinoctial storm continuing for some time.

Monday 22:  Morning cloudy but evening the clouds disap-
peared and turned cool. I am now engaged in preparing my 
cases for Court.

Tuesday 23:  Spent the day as usual at the office. Fillmore 
club this evening.

Wednesday 24: In like manner. We had but little rain, and 
ground still dry.

Thursday 25: In like manner. Thom got his ankle hurt with 
Arrington and Vaughan house moving and is of  no service to 
me now. I bought of  Mr. Hoge $320. Swamp Land Scrip at 
65 cts. on the dollar to be paid by draft on N. Y.

Friday 26: I purchased a fine blue coat for which I paid 
cash $23. and attended the business in the Insurance office.

Saturday 27: I spent the day as usual. Hugh went down 
with the mules to assist Mr. C. & Margt. and Susan up. 
Weather more cool and very pleasant, as it has been for the 
week since Monday when there was light frost.

Sunday 28:  Attended the Episcopal church and the balance 
of  the day as usual. My dear children got in from Eldorado 
this evening and the family circle is cheerful tonight. Lizz is a 
fine child.

Monday 29: Circuit Court commenced today. Business is go-
ing on rapidly, Judge Smith presiding. I am employed in an 
important land case but am getting but little of  the common 

little business. Indeed I am not well prepared for the practice 
in matters just as they come up and do not put myself  in the 
way of  that kind of  business. 

Tuesday 30: Court going on. The weather very cool, in-
deed some frost in some places. I am fatigued more with anxi-
ety about my business in Court than with the labor.
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Wednesday 1: Court business proceeded as usual.

Thursday 2: Paid for mutton $1.00 and spent the day as usual 
- In the Evening the Fillmore Club met - and was largely at-
tended, was addressed by different speakers and was quite a re-
spectable occasion.

Friday 3: Spent the day as usual. We are enjoying the apples 
which we had gathered some time since. - little care and atten-
tion to such things by a family is well repaid 

Saturday 4: Paid $31.50 for 42 bushels of  corn which I bought 
yesterday - Had a settlement in full with Henderson, Terry & 
Co. and closed balance by note after paying $30 in cash. So 
closes that branch of  my past negotiations for several years.

Sunday 5:  I attended the Presbyterian Church morning and 
night, and felt edifyed by the preaching of  a mild, clearheaded 
Scotchman, Frazer, from Little Rock. He had truly "Gospel Ser-
mons".

CAMDEN HISTORICAL HOUSES

❖ The Graham-Gaughan-Betts Home, 710 Washington 
Street, was built for Major Joseph M. Graham in 
1856.  During Union occupation, General Frederic 
Steele was a “guest” resident. The house is made from 
heavy timbers and held together with wooden pegs. The 
large open fireplaces, built-in cupboards, and broad 
stairway with handrails of  walnut were principal 
attractions of  the home. The porch has wood lyres that 
were built with the original home.
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Monday 6: Court is still going on.  We have two special 
Judges for cases in which the regular Judge could not set, Jen-
nings and Conway.

Tuesday 7:  Paid postage for quarter for B & S firm, $1.25. 
We are on the Chancery Docket this week. I omitted to men-
tion that Mr. C. and Margt. left us on Sunday morning and 
Henry (editor’s note: Henry is 10) went with them to bring back 
my mule.

Wednesday 8:  Paid Barber, for sharpening my two razors 
50 cts. Business going on as usual. I am still awkward in the 
practice here and feel a want of  confidence and in fact my 
memory is so deficient that I cannot retain much which has 
occurred before my eyes, and still more which I have read.

Thursday 9:  Paid contribution to the expenses of  Club last 
night 25 cts.

Friday 10: The business of  the Court is over, and the Clerk 
has not got the minutes of  the Court. I paid contribution to 
release Green from jail 50 cts. We have a fine rain today. 
Much needed. The mills are giving out in town, and earth 
has lost its productiveness. Paid Rainy as per his rec’t bal. on 
acct. of  several years standing with interest at the rate of  8 
percent $69.06.  Tedious is the task of  paying out of  an old 
state of  embarrassment. Done some profitable business in the 
Ins. office -- I  settled last week with Padget and took his 
notes-

Saturday 11: The weather is pleasant. The business of  the 
Court is over and I am engaged at my private and Insurance 
affairs. Enclosed William $10.

Sunday 12: 1 attended church as usual. We have had letters 
from our absent children which informs us they are well and 
getting onto the best advantage - I enclosed to Wm. $10. at 
Frankfort for private expenses-

Monday 13: 1 had a settlement with J. C. Davis about 
Swamp land scrip. I bought out the balance and have say 160 
and paid $104. So all the scrip 1 have now is my own. And 
accts. with Mr. Davis on that acct. all balanced. We had a 
very rainy afternoon which is a rarity now.

Tuesday 14: Started early to Eldorado - a damp chilly day, 
got to Mr. Carletons about 4 o'clock a good deal fatigued, - 
Found all well and enjoyed the affectionate kindness of  my 
dear child Margt.-

Wednesday 15: 1 went to the Court house where I had 
only two cases. I have taken cold and do not feel well. A kill-
ing frost tonight. We are all shivering-

Thursday 16: In like manner. Took insurance of  J. New-
ton's family - $40.00 premium-

Friday 17:  In the afternoon started home and rode to Mr. 
Scoggins where I enjoyed his kindness for the night and that 
of  his family. 

Saturday 18: A delightful morning. Rode home and found 
my smiling little flock all well. I went forthwith to my office 
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where I was engaged in insurance matters, etc.- Hugh re-
ceived a letter from Ann - She was then at Louisville, visiting 
a distant relative Mrs. Gray. 

Sunday 19: I spent the day happily. Went to the Baptist 
Church - Dr. Hartwell. 

Monday 20:  In the usual routine of  business, Mostly insur-
ance company matters - Paid $3. for a dress for Clara - We 
are all on the qui vive to learn the result of  elections, in Penn-
sylvania and other states which came off  this month but news 
comes slowly. Collected $25. of  Mr. Lendon for Thoms work 
on palings. 

Tuesday 21: At the office as usual. Busy. We are pulling up 
and saving the pea vines out in our field, which is about all I 
have left of  the crop. The drought ruined the corn. The squir-
rels took most of  what was made - The peas were kept back 
by drought so as to be late - the killing frost last week termi-
nated their production - Now the vines a little scorched by 
the frost is what is left. So now we are out of  reach of  further 
mishaps in the crop - Except that it is threatening to rain be-
fore we can house the vines, and if  so there is the end---

Wednesday 22: In the usual manner. Weather has become 
quite warm again.

Thursday 23:  In like manner. Very little rain - The turnips, 
mustard and collards begin to flourish - Indeed the young 
growth of  greens are fine and tender- 

Friday 24: In like manner. Busy and happy.

Saturday 25:  Rec’d and paid into Ins. office $120. for 
Swamp land scrip on what I had taken as an advance. I also 
took note of  Scott and Stone for $120 more due 1st Feby 
with 10 percent interest being the price $240 of  $320 scrip. 
On this I made in two weeks $32.00 --

Sunday 26: A cloudy morning. I went to church, heard a 
sermon from that pious old man Dr. Hartwell. Spent balance 
of  the day happily with my family. 

Monday 27:  I spent the day as usual - Busy - I have moved 
my office, am taking possession of  the Sheriffs office adjoin-
ing the Clerks office - a little too small but comfortable for 
the winter and fire proof- For I have an unpleasant forebod-
ing of  a dire catastrophe from fire in our city. There is such a 
jumble of  wooden buildings, shops, etc. and illy provided 
against fire. In fact I wonder it has not happened before this. 

Tuesday 28: I spent the day as usual. We have light frost 
this morning. The season is delightful. I am so far realizing 
my best expectations in the success of  the Ins. Company. I do 
all the business and am acquiring character in that way - I 
paid into the office the note of  Scott & Stone for $120 to-
wards my cash  acct, the note bearing ten percent, and I en-
dorse it-- 

Wednesday 29:  As usual. I delivered over to Willis Arnold 
his certificate for the entry of  200 acres of  swampland for 
which I furnished the scrip - $75.00 he having paid me 
$32.50 before I took his note for balance which paid into Ins. 
office as cash. On which I made five dollars. I omitted hereto-
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fore to state that $32.50 last mentioned was also paid into the 
Ins. office on my cash acct.--

Thursday 30: I spent the day as usual. I am quite snug in 
my little brick office, and am so retired that I have no inter-
ruptions to my pursuits only what is necessary in the course 
of  business - Paid 86 cts. for beef. I enclosed to Dr. Frazier by 
mail this evening to Memphis $30. in a letter to Ann H.--

Friday 31: Nothing of  importance-
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Saturday 1: Balanced or rather credited my cash acct. with the 
Insurance Co. amount of  my salary for last six months $400. I 
also wrote to Ann H. at Hawesville and sent her ten dollars, she 
having advised by letter just received that my remittance to her 
at that point had not been received - I am distressed at that intel-
ligence for I know my child feels the want of  the means, which I 
would have sent to her before she returned there but could not 
calculate where else she would receive it -

Sunday 2: I have been closely and laboriously engaged in bal-
ancing up and making out my semi-annual report to the Com-
pany - This matter of  such bookkeeping and accounts is rather 
beyond my previous experience, and confuses me but I have per-
severed until I think I have got it nearly straight - I worked at it 
last night untill my brain seemed sore - And I glanced over it 
this morning to see whether a fresh idea might throw light upon 
it --

Monday 3: I went over my report again and found an error - 
which I have corrected and am satisfied with it now. The Com-
pany have done well so far and prospects ahead good. At the 

CAMDEN IN NOVEMBER

❖ This photo was taken of  the Ouachita River at the 
Camden Landing in November of  2012.

❖ “A blustering rainy day and the river rising. We need 
navigation very much, for money has almost 
disappeared from this country, and we will have no 
more untill the shipping of  cotton and the 
commencement of  trade from below brings it up.... 
Another wet day. River still rising. Good prospect for 
navigation, Cotton begins to come in rapidly.”
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same time I am gaining character and standing in the com-
munity upon it - as well as deriving a very great advantage in 
having the cash means to meet expenses - I work hard for it 
and very cheap but without some great disaster I will greatly 
profit by it - and my present exertions with that aid are doing 
much for the advancement, not to say support of  my family, 
as well as my own peace of  mind and liberation from that 
burden of  embarrassment under which I have so long strug-
gled---

Tuesday 4: This is the day to be signalized by many impor-
tant results by what it may bring forth. “The Choice of  a 
Chief  Magistrate” of  the Great and at present excited na-
tion. There was last night a parade by American Party, Fill-
more Club of  which I am president. I paid $5.00 towards ex-
penses. I also rec’d fee $7.50 and am credited by account 
with Ins. Co. by $7.50 expenses paid for Co. in last 6 months.

Wednesday 5: I paid on acct. of  last year with L. Lear & 
Co. to Woodward in settlement of  their note in Ins. Co. 
$11.23 - also paid Steam mill (Mr. Ross) $13.35 for meal and 
flour. I also purchased from N. Word his 200 shares of  stock 
for myself  and Mr. Carleton and paid for it $300, which is 
fifty per cent on what he paid in and cancelled the arrange-
ment, on last page in the sale of  Scrip with Scott as the land 
was not subject to entry which he intended to enter - Paid 
him back the money, gave him his note and took back the 
scrip -

Thursday 6: 1 rec’d through Lee Morgan from Mr. Carle-
ton $150 which I advanced for him yesterday for Stock 100 

shares to Word - also rec’d heretofore 70 cts. Thoms hire and 
80 cts. from Mr. Sanders advanced to buy beef. Paid market-
ing for pork $4.00 at 6 cts. per lb. I took Words assignment of  
Certificate for stock, and now own $9,500. of  the Insurance 
Stock. We will look with great interest to the mails now for 
the election news. Little Clara has been unwell, a dose of  
calomel and Dovers powders relieved her --

Friday 7:  Settled with Webb for Thoms hire $11.25 by or-
der on Dr. Hartwell to go to my credit for Susans tuition the 
present session. Hugh's flute, balance paid $1.50 --

Saturday 8: We received some scattering returns from the 
Presidential election - It seems that the contest is between the 
two sections and the national candidate. Fillmore has been 
left far behind. We suppose Buchanan will prevail. It goes to 
convince me still further that the Government wont stand 
long, As I long ago predicted the Democratic party will be 
the power and the slavery question the pretext which the trai-
tors of  the Ultra section South as well as the Higher law men 
of  the North will make use of  to consummate their traitorous 
motto of  "Rule or Ruin".

Sunday 9: A killing frost for the two past nights. To church 
as usual with the family and the balance of  the time in the 
pleasant enjoyment of  the innocent society of  my dear little 
ones and their affectionate mother --

Monday 10: I spent as usual. Sold Swamp land Scrip to Mr. 
Hanby amt of  $45. which I credited on my cash account, 
and sent under cover of  letter to the agent at the Washington 
Office $320 of  General Certificates --
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Tuesday 11: In like manner - Some further election news 
which makes it evident that Buchanan is elected. I paid for 
1/2 bushel apples $1.25 and rec’d at tan yard $2.72 for the 
hide of  beef  which I had killed today. Let Dr. Hartwel have 
50 lbs. choice of  it after it was salted, which I charged at 6 
cts. The weather is delightful. I rec’d a letter from William. 
Gives a very encouraging account of  himself  but I am un-
easy about Ann H. as I rec’d no letter from her --

Wednesday 12: I paid for sack flour at 4 cts $4.26 and 
shorts for cakes $2.36 - I regret that Mr. Fannings school has 
been discontinued on account of  the uncomfortable condi-
tion of  the house. The crop is coming in rather slowly. Cot-
ton is a good price.

Thursday 13: Things moving on as usual. Weather delight-
ful I am living a quiet, uniform, industrious, and conse-
quently a happy life. All are happy about me.

Friday 14: Spent the day as usual. I am sorry to say the 
male school has been discontinued, the house is so out of  re-
pair that without refitting they cannot go on. A new house 
however is being erected with the school fund which will be 
ready for another year. I sold A. Tate the balance of  the 
Swamp land scrip - He paid me $42.77 in cash and dft. on 
Henderson, Terry &- Co. for $129.73 price 75 cts. per 100, 
this includes all I had at Washington except enough to enter 
forty acres, and if  that was not taken before Tate applies he is 
to have that also and pay me for it hereafter. Gave him an or-
der for the whole at Washington office.

Saturday 15: As usual. The clouds hovering  over the fair 
land are rendered still more dark by the overwhelming vote 
of  the Country for Buchanan. Corruption every year more 
and more deeply rooted in the body political and every elec-
tion pervading more extensively the people. We must soon go 
the way of  all Republics--

Sunday 16: As usual. We have received letters from the ab-
sent children which again relieves us -

Monday 17: Rec’d of  R. Webb $21. on a 40 acre entry I 
had made for him at Pine Bluff  - $2.50 still due on it.

Tuesday 18: 1 wrote to Ann H. at Memphis, enclosing to 
her, care of  Dr. Frazier twenty dollars, hoping that she will be 
there by the time it arrives. I also advanced for the Division 
$3.77 amount of  the returns for two quarters to the Grand 
Division, and forwarded to the G. S., J. Thompson at Frees., 
the treasurer not being at home, and return day about out.

Wednesday 19: Spent the day as usual. Closely in the Ins. 
Office. My past, time is reading Stevens Works, a strange but 
original genius. Moral sentiments doubtful I think, but inter-
larded with much good feeling and commendable charity.

Thursday 20: Paid for repairs of  little waggon wheel to 
Rogers - four dollars. Attended town meeting by request of  
the City Council and gave them my views of  the best mode 
of  managing the city finances. Recommended an amend-
ment of  the Charter to authorize the issuance of  the City 
Bonds to the amount of  the present indebtedness---
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Friday 21: Spent the day as usual. Steven returned from 
Mr. Works today. His hire being out. I sent him out to work 
by the day. We are fixing up for the winter. Clara has a pretty 
good beef, a good shoat on hand, some good clear side bacon 
and two or three heads of  collards which she is having put 
up. Thom is getting firewood and we are making what butter 
we need.

Saturday 22: I spent the day as usual. A delightful day, busy 
in many matters. 

Sunday 23: As usual - delightful weather

Monday 24: Rec'd of  Mr. Linden balance of  Thoms hire 
on full settlement $14.00-

Tuesday 25: As usual. Bought load of  corn from McLen-
non at 75 cts. per bushel and paid in full $16.50. Enclosed to 
I. C. Mills, land agent at Pine Bluff  $5.00 to pay him some 
fees for entering of  Swamp land.

Wednesday 26:  Remitted by dft. on N. York to W. H. Whit-
ney money collected of  C. White. Constant at office-

Thursday 27: Begins to rain a little - more like old times 
but ground not wet yet.

Friday 28: Bought of  Scott, cabinet shop a crib for $6.00. It 
is second handed one. I thought it would be sufficient for the 
time we would need it. Indeed I did not expect to have any 
more use for such an article but it seems we are young yet 
and no telling what may be the product of  a healthy green 
old age.

Saturday 29: Spent the day as usual. A blustering rainy day 
and the river rising. We need navigation very much, for 
money has almost disappeared from this country, and we will 
have no more untill the shipping of  cotton and the com-
mencement of  trade from below brings it up--

Sunday 30: Another wet day. River still rising. Good pros-
pect for navigation, Cotton begins to come in rapidly. I heard 
Dr. Hartwell preach today on the subject of  the Revival of  
the Scriptures. I confess the lights which he gives on the sub-
ject have removed some of  the objections which I have had 
to it. I looked upon it as too sacred to be trifled with, but it 
seems that there is such care, so much learning, talent and pi-
ety engaged in it that no doubt the old translations could be 
improved.  Indeed he cited many instances which really seem 
to need correction.
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Monday 1:  The return of  another BIRTHDAY finds me here 
on earth in health and vigor, surrounded by very many of  the 
richest gifts of  "Indulgent Heaven" for which I ought and do 
feel all that gratitude to the Author of  all things which my poor 
benighted heart can feel. I have the consolation however to be 
sensible that I am a better man than I have in former days been, 
and greatly more happy. My young family are milling around 
me in innocent and sincere affection, while my heart is cheered 
by good accounts from those that are absent. I feel that a kind 
Providence has done a thousand times more for me already than 
I have had any just reason to expect and that whatever befalls 
me I can say "Thy will not mine be done, Oh Lord".

Tuesday 2: We have two steam boats at the landing, a moder-
ate rise in the river. We are beginning to insure. A very great 
scarcity of  money. Some 2,000 bales will be taken off  on these 
two boats.

Wednesday 3:  I paid $6.75 for pork. Closely at the office day 
and night untill 10 o'clock.

SWAMPLAND

❖ “I rec’d of  Tate in part of  balance of  Swamp land 
scrip which he got at Washington.”

❖ Swamp Land patents were a result of  the Federal 
Swamp Land Act of  1850 whose intent was to 
provide a mechanism for transferring title of  federally 
owned swamplands into private ownership. The 
swamplands were ceded to the states and the state then 
issued patents on these lands (at little or sometimes no 
cost) on the condition that the lands had to be drained 
and put back into productive use -- presumably for 
agricultural purposes.
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Thursday 4: I rec’d of  Tate in part of  balance of  Swamp 
land scrip which he got at Washington. It has cleared away 
quite cold and is freezing hard.

Friday 5: I paid McNamara $7.50 for corn. I m now read-
ing Anthon’s Law Student at night. I have no time through 
the day for reading more than the newspapers so as to keep 
up with business operations--

Saturday 6: I enclosed to William at Frankfort $10. in a let-
ter written to him by his mother also enclosed to Col. Mor-
gan a draft on Frills on Stevenson & Co. for $100. towards 
his fare at the Institute. Paid $1.50 for sugar and received 
from Haislip on Steven's hire getting cord wood $3.00. The 
family are made cheerful and particularly myself  by getting 
letters from Wm. and Ann, who are both well and seem to be 
doing well. And now I close books to rest until Monday, at 
the ringing of  the 9 o'clock bell. Received of  Thom $2.50 
hire.

Sunday 7: A cold disagreeable day. I remained at home and 
read.

Monday 8: 1 spent the day as usual. Paid $1.00 for butter. 
Hard freezing every night.

Tuesday 9: In like manner. Paid on yesterday to Smith for 
21 bushels corn $15.75. A damp and drisling cool day. Steam 
Boat landed tonight Bayou Belle. I omitted to state that Mon-
day evening we had a public meeting of  the Sons of  Temper-
ance at the Baptist Church which passed off  well and I hope 
had a good effect. It is difficult to maintain a division in Cam-

den respectable in numbers. Still it seems to do good. Drink-
ing is kept much more behind the bush than it used to be, 
and the frolicking of  the younger set is very much dimin-
ished--

Wednesday 10: How time does fly!! It is almost Christmas 
before I thought of  it. This is a rainy day. Handed Capt. 
Walker of  the Bayou Belle $20 to bring up a barrel of  flour 
and bbl. sugar. Sent also $5.00 to Ann H. at Memphis to care 
of' Dr. Frazier.

Thursday 11: I spent the day as usual. We are insuring a 
good deal of  cotton now and I am busy--

Friday 12: Paid A. Armstrong for scrip (Swamp) which I 
bought of  him at 70 cts. on the dollar to fill out an entry for 
Pedron $40.60 and collected of  Jamison balance of  notes left 
by McMeans, to which I am to account with J. A. Jones 
$18.39. Cold weather.

Saturday 13: Sent I. C. Mills on acct. $5.00 received of  Pe-
dron on Scrip account. $45.00 also the note of' T. W. Riley 
for $30.66 and he assumed for Pedron $45. on same acct.

Sunday 14: Weather very cold. Had a strange windy night 
after the rain. A constant heavy gale, which was succeeded by 
the cold. The river is coming up again, much needed - for 
money has almost disappeared and it has to be reimbursed 
from New Orleans--

Monday 15: Sent Sheriff  Saline County $5.00 for taxes. 
Two steam boats at the landing and things look active. Rec’d 
of  Steven $2.00 hire of  Haislip.
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Tuesday 16: All on the alert in shipping and receiving 
freight. Weather clear and frosty.

Wednesday 17: I spent the day as usual. Engaged mainly in 
the business of  the Ins. office.

Thursday 18:  I spent the day as usual, paid for butter 
$1.25 to Hodnutt store and for pork in the street at 7 cts. 
$4.20.  A fine river now and cotton going off  rapidly and fine 
prices.

Friday 19: As usual. Clear cold, days and hard freezes at 
night. Nearly all the family afflicted with bad colds and 
coughs. A brisk business doing especially in cotton so far as 
there is money.

Saturday 20: Paid for garden seeds 25 cts. Can of  Oysters 
$1.00, oranges 50 cts. and paid off  to Dr. Sims estate a note 
in hands of  R. T. Fuller of  Princeton for principal and int. 
$55.36 through Dr.Thomas, being balance in his hands due 
on account of  certificates issued to him.

Sunday 21: As usual except that I did not go to church. 

Monday 22: Paid drayage from the river 25 cts. and re-
ceived of  John Webb Thoms hire $9.37. River going down 
very fast. Paid $15.71 to Capt. Walker balance on bill of  Gro-
ceries-

Tuesday 23: Settled with J. A. Jones as follows: His account 
for Stevens hire due me for 8 months $160 credits and $20. 
cash, balance on January notes and int. $32.90. Paid for Ins. 
Co. for advertising card $19 and for Brown and Scroggins 

card 2 years $18.  Last years subscription Herald $3.00 
which leaves $67.10 closed by note. Paid J. Matlock money 
borrowed last winter $219.45  - for 1 lb. raisins 50¢.

Wednesday 24: Paid for 1 set knives and forks $3.50, for 1 
cheese at 20 cts. $5.50. Mr. Carleton and family came up to-
day. All well, to spend the Christmas with us. I hired out Ed-
mund and Polly for the next year to R. Agee at $110. for 
which he gave me his note with the old man security.

Thursday 25: CHRISTMAS AGAIN finds us living and 
quite as happy and in as good or rather improved circum-
stances from the last. A few more probably and my race in 
this life will be run. But a kind providence will allow me as 
much happiness and as little of  misfortune as has befallen me 
since the last Christmas, I may consider myself  peculiarly fa-
vored. I had a few young men, sons of  Temperance to dinner 
with my family at a cold-water dinner.

Friday 26: Rec’d from J. H. Carleton $10, his portion of  the 
hire of  Cy for the last year. Spent the day busy and the time 
happily.

Saturday 27: Rec’d of  Lewis Burnham $40. in part of  hire 
of  Eveline for the year.

Sunday 28: Spent the day as usual closely employed and in 
reading and at church. Mr. C. and Margaret left for home 
again.

Monday 29:  Rec’d of  Haislip for Swamp Scrip sold him 
$30 also Stevens hire of  sum $10, which is all up to date. We 
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had a public meeting of  the Sons of  Temperance at the Bap. 
Ch. this evening rather thinly attended but very respectable.

Tuesday 30: I spent the day as usual. Weather cold and 
freezing.

Wednesday 31: So closes the year! Mary was sent home her 
hire being out, and McGlaughlin paid up her hire $100. I 
paid out $2.00 for a load of  lightwood--
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Chapter 6

Rockport Methodist Church was built in 1836. It is one 

of  the oldest churches west of  the Mississippi River. The 

present structure still has the original log framework. On 

June 10, 1936, President and Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt 

visited the church. 
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Thursday 1:  Another year has run its round, and like all other 
earthly things is gone never to return. Nothing of  very striking 
character has happened to me within its scope. To sum up and 
balance it has been rather a prosperous year for me, and decid-
edly a happy one. I have diminished my indebtedness about 
$1000. and carried on the education of  my children to good ad-
vantage and paid their expenses. William is still at the Kentucky 
Military Institute and Ann H. has returned from Kentucky to 
Memphis. Paid for pork $10.30. Collected fee of  Gannan $7.50 
and spent the day in the usual routine of  business.

Friday 2: Paid for meal $11.60 at 80 cts. per bushel and had a 
respectable meeting of  the division--

Saturday 3: Busy as usual. Have to pay a loss of  $2500. for 
goods lost at sea which is not so comfortable, but the office is 
able to bear it. I believe I omitted to mention that I sent a draft 
to Col. Morgan on Williams account within the last month for 
$100.

Sunday 4: A cold freezing day, ground hard all day. Attended 
Episcopal Church.

ROCKPORT, AR

❖ “Enclosed $5.00 to Sheriff  of  Hot Springs for taxes 
past year at Rockport.”

❖ According to the Encyclopedia of  Arkansas History 
and Culture, Rockport was the seat of  Hot Spring 
county government starting in 1846. At that time, the 
city already had a grist mill, a shop where wagons 
were built, stores, and residences. A Methodist church 
was meeting in a private home as early as 1815; its 
first building, a log structure, was erected in 1836. 
Today Rockport is an exit on the interstate that you 
take to go to Malvern.
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Monday 5: Busy as usual. Attended a law suit before a Jury 
of  the trial of  right of  property on Saturday last for a picture 
or painting of  Musidora which I recovered.

Tuesday 6: Collected Thoms hire $1.35 of  Jones $10. I 
omitted to allude to the honor conferred upon me on Mon-
day, being chosen an alderman unasked and unsolicited.

Wednesday 7: A very cold sleeting morning, river low and 
difficult of  navigation.

Thursday 8: Slow drisling rain which froze as it fell. The 
worst weather we ever had on stock, etc. Mrs. Ruffin and her 
family are with us. Ella, their oldest daughter starts to school 
and lives with us. I am now reading on the subject of  corpora-
tions, quo warrantee, etc. which has been brought about 
from the fact that our Ins. Co. has been threatened with 
prosecution on account of  our issue of  Certificates of  De-
posit by the little narrow minded demagogue who is called 
Governor of  Arkansas. We believe we could successfully de-
fend it, but as it afforded us but little profit, we have con-
cluded not to issue them further ---

Friday 9: The whole surface of  the ground is ice bound - as 
the rain and sleet fell it was concealed into a smooth glassy 
surface and as solid as ice can be. It is very difficult to walk 
about at all and there is no thaw. I attended the Division as 
usual, and had Hugh initiated as a Son of  Temperance. A 
step of  which I hope will be of  importance to him. Most 
young men in this age and in those new states would succeed 
in life but for the bane of  dissipation. And those capable of  

arriving at honorable distinction would scarcely ever fail but 
for intemperance and its train of  blighting consequences.

Saturday 10: I spent the day as usual, except that I at-
tended to a Trial before a Justice of  the Peace. And in the eve-
ning felt quite uneasy about Clara who was laboring under 
considerable fever. I hope however, only the effects of  a cold, 
and having over fatigued herself---

Sunday 11: The ground still ice bound. I remained at home 
for the day at the fire, and heard the squabbles, the wants, 
the romps and the hurts of  the children, the nurses, etc. for 
all are as it were imprisoned by the ice and the cold. Clara is 
better and clear of  fever.

Monday 12: 1 rec’d from Thoms hire $2.50 and from Ste-
phen $1.85. Another frozen morning and only thaws when 
the sun shines. I paid for 1 pair shoes and overshoes for Ella 
R. $2.25. School Book 25 cts.

Tuesday 13: I hire Thom to Mr. Lightfoot for one month at 
$25, he boarding him, one half  to be paid at the end of  the 
term and the balance at the end of  six months. Busy as usual.

Wednesday 14: Slightly moderated, but the ice remains fast 
in the shade. River low and impedes our success in Ins. 
greatly, and subjects us to greater hazards. Only small and tri-
fling boats can get here. Mrs. Ruffin went home, leaving Ella 
at school---

Thursday 15: We have a little more soft weather but still 
rugged. Roads and streets bad and ice not gone. Cotton sell-
ing at 10 to 11 1/2 from wagons, but money scarce.
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Friday 16: I spent the day as usual. Indeed my life is a very 
uniform one --  all the time occupied and as usual I attended 
the Division.

Saturday 17: In like manner. During this week I paid post-
age acct. 75¢ also J. M. Gees acct. $12.10 sent to Ann H. at 
Penola $5.00, paid Fanning $13.00 tuition which leaves a bal-
ance of  $5.00 for Hugh and Henry last session. Settled with 
M. J.  Wilson, Williams acct. against him for tuition $15. and 
$2.50 for hire mules and Thom, set off  by so much of  my 
acct. - sent to Dr. Frazier at Memphis $10 towards Anns 
board. And $5.00 to Jester Sheriff  Hot Springs Co. towards 
taxes. I also retained $34 of  money collected for McCutch-
eon & Co. of  N. Orleans from Jones Estate of  which for fee 
and balance to their credit on settlement and forwarded dft. 
for $150. to McC. & Co. of  N. O. Also rec’d $2.00 in sack 
salt on fee acct. of  Gee and hire for Thom of  Jones $3.00 
and L. Burnham bal. of  hire of  Eveline for last year $20. I 
hired Woodland oxen part one day, two loads wood ---

Sunday 18: Another sleet, cold and dreary and the hardest 
freeze yet-with in doors at home all day.

Monday 19: Still very cold and river low. Much ado to keep 
all the chaps warm at home--

Tuesday 20: Had Woodland oxen today - two loads. A 
slight moderation of  the rigor of  the weather. Enclosed $5.00 
to Sheriff  of  Hot Springs for taxes past year at Rockport.             
Wednesday 21: Spent the day as usual, nearly frozen out. 

Still don't rain and river low. Collected of  L. Burnham $20. 
being in full of  balance Evelines hire for last year.

Thursday 22: In like manner. Business in the streets very ac-
tive as appears from waggons, etc.

Friday 23: In like manner. I am reading law at leisure time, 
and am almost surprized at myself  how much I have yet to 
learn. My careless habits and engrossment in speculation 
when formerly in a good practice was very unfortunate for 
full investigation of  the numerous cases in which I was en-
gaged. I made money too easy in those days, and when times 
began to change, I was too much engrossed with debts, en-
dorsements, etc. to read as I ought to have done.

Saturday 24: Cloudy and dreary. Nothing worthy of  note.

Sunday 25: Spent the day at the fireside, and most of  the 
time amidst the romp, petty disputes and turmoil of  a noisy 
little brood of  children, who are imprisoned in the house this 
bad weather. I am quite a patriarch already when all are 
around me and enjoy it, but it tries patience sometimes ---

Monday 26: I commenced the new week with a good edge 
for business after a days rest and turned everything which of-
fered to the best advantage which vigilance and attention 
could properly do. I enclosed to Dr. Frazier $50. requesting 
to pay it over to Morris Webb on my note and send me a re-
ceipt. Collected of  Stephens hire week $5.00.

Tuesday 27:  Proceeded as usual.  Mostly engaged in Ins. 
business, exchange, etc. Had Woodlawn oxen to hall 2 loads 
wood again. Weather more mild.

236



Wednesday 28: Paid $1.00 for aid in driving up ox, and col-
lected of  C. White on the judgement vs. him $100.--

Thursday 29: Rec’d on account against J. Vaughan for 
$50.  From Hinton and  Ward, to go in payment for so much 
on the note I hold against John Browning for him. 

Friday 30: Paid for oranges 25 cts. settled with B. Scott 
(cabinet) his acct. for $10 say $4.15 in Thoms work and bal-
ance in cash. Weather still more mild. Attended division as 
usual, obtained a travelling card for Hugh. I do this more for 
the purpose of  impressing upon his feelings and his memory 
the solemnity of  his pledge, etc. than anything else.

Saturday 31: I spent the day as usual. Clara has suffered 
greatly this week with her eyes which she probably induced 
by overexertion in her delicate situation by sewing, etc. to fix 
Hugh up for his trip to College, for which he is now awaiting 
a Steam Boat--
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Sunday 1:  Went to Methodist Church and spent the balance 
of  the day as usual.

Monday 2: I received from Steven $5.00 hire, drew a draft for 
my own benefit favor of  E. W. Morgan for Hughs fare at the In-
stitute for $102. on the Ins. funds, N. Orleans and charged my-
self  and enclosed it in letter in Hughs care to Col. Morgan. Also 
draft for $25. favor Thos Sutherland for Hughs passage and ex-
penses, etc. I also gave Hugh $50 to pay his way to Institute, and 
enclosed $5.00 to William.

Also paid P. McCollum $200 on Clearing note in settlement of  
Ins. matters and charged myself, also my account for the past 
year $69.60. Had an unusually busy day and a pleasant and prof-
itable public meeting of  the sons at the Baptist Church at night. 
My thoughts were on such a stretch all day that it was sometime 
before I could sleep. 

Tuesday 3: Hugh left this morning on St. Boat Bluff  City in 
company with Mr. Sutherland and his son Sam. It is a heavy 
drag on my business affairs to meet the expenses of  three chil-
dren off  on large expenditures, but I will wrestle with it. I think 

ANNE HAWES BROWN

❖ “We are  relieved and rejoiced at the safe return of  
Ann. She has made a very considerable tour, been 
absent 15 months and seen much and all has turned 
out well. No accident has happened to her. She has 
economized well and improved much. Indeed I look 
upon it as the most important part of  her education. 
She was backward and reserved in disposition, wanted 
confidence in herself  and such a tour, and such 
associations in society as she has had the benefit of  
were of  great value to her, and I think it was a happy 
idea of  my own in undertaking it ---”
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it best for them and will trust to chance for the money. It is a 
grave period in the history of  a parents life, when parting 
with a child so young, not expecting to see him again for 
years. But my preference is to render my children intelligent 
and intellectual rather than rich, and to keep them under dis-
cipline, and employment at the time of  life when youth are 
apt to get into bad habits, and habit has a powerful influence 
on us all. The Military Institute is the only school I know of  
now that accomplishes my views in that respect. The princi-
pal colleges and universities are resorts for dissipation idle-
ness and extravagance.

Wednesday 4: Paid James Vaughan $152.67 balance of  my 
second note for my residence lot and $22.50 fee in addition 
he owed me. Collected from J. McCollum $5.50 for laths de-
livered by Hugh. Paid for sweet potatoes 75 cts. and for 1/2 
bushel Irish po. $1.50. - The weather. is warm and pleasant 
and we are beginning to garden. But does not rain and the 
river still low --

Thursday 5: Hugh it seems has got aground on the Shoals. 
Of  course he is impatient. River still low. Weather pleasant 
and threatens but gives no rain. 

Friday 6: Collected of  Womble fees $15. to be credited on 
his note. Busy as usual.

Saturday 7: Warm and pleasant. Law business dull. Ins. haz-
ardous on acct. of  low water. The dryness of  the season has 
worked very much against that interest--

Sunday 8: I spent the day as usual.

Monday 9:  Rec’d of  Steven hire $4.00 and busy through-
out the day and late at night as usual. We learn that Hugh 
got off  on the John Bell and she has sunk at Moro in shallow 
waters. So he is checked again in his trip and of  course in 
trouble. He is at Pidgeon Hills .

Tuesday 10: We had insurance on the Bell. Rec’d of  Tate 
$2.50 balance on scrip-

Wednesday 11: I started down with E. N. Woodland to 
wreck of  the Bell and went to Champagnola for the night at 
Adams Tavern. I hired on acct. of  the Company a horse and 
buggy from Wards stable.

Thursday 12: Paid bill for both of  us $2.75 and went on to 
the wreck, found the cotton not very badly damaged. 
Shipped 31 bales of  our insured by the Bluff  City, went down 
on the Bluff  City as she passed to Pigeon Hill, found Hugh 
ready at the Bank for pursing his journey in good health and 
determined to overcome his difficulties. Gave him $25. in-
stead of  draft for that amount which I had drawn for  him 
and gave him $16.00.

Friday 13: Stayed all night with him, went in the morning 
two miles down to where some reclaimed cotton was taken 
up. Bid Hugh adieu and walked up to the landing 3 miles. 
So, I have again parted with my second son, perhaps for 
years, possibly for life, - may the blessings of  Heaven cast 
upon him. I feel that I am doing the best I can for him if  it 
should turn out unfortunate for him I have the consolation of  
feeling that I am trying to do for the best. We paid bill, found 
7 more bales cotton, and turned for home, travelled to Mill-
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ers Bluff  and stayed at Dr. Farris for the night. A good deal 
of  cotton is shipped from this point and I wish to have an 
agency for Ins. at this point.

Saturday 14: Started at daylight and got to Camden about 
12 o'clock. So we found all our cotton but nine bales and the 
balance not badly damaged - perhaps a loss of  $700.

Sunday 15: I attended church as usual. Our family is re-
duced but Dick and Clara can fill the place of  twice the num-
ber in noise and mischief. Ella Ruffin is doing well at school. 
I paid Dr. Graham on Saturday the balance on the medical 
account $27. This is all - $32- which I have had to pay to phy-
sicians for my three years residence in Camden and there 
were but a few items in this. I also paid over $1.00 to Mr. 
Hay for Sunday School.

Monday 16:  Collected of  M. Mims his note to me, two hun-
dred and fifty three and 75/100 dollars. This helps. Went to 
Baptist Church to attend the Tableau for the improvement of  
the Institute and paid 50¢.  There were quite a good collec-
tion of  people, and the evening passed off  quite pleasantly. 
Mr. Carleton was with us tonight -

Tuesday 17: Enclosed to Dr. Frazier at Memphis by mail 
Tennessee paper to go to credit of  his acct. for Anns board, 
etc. and paid store acct. of  L. Morgan & Co. $10.75, at-
tended a meeting of  the City Council tonight. Dr. Ruffiin is 
with us on his way to N. Orleans.

Wednesday 18: Busy as usual in the Insurance Office. 
Weather warm and several boats have been up the last few 

days carrying off  a great deal of  cotton. Pd. Logan and Pon-
ders drug. acct. - $2.00 for garden seed---

Thursday 19: Thirty-five cents collected of  C. White, also 
$50 on acct. of  Whitney, credited to my acct. and to be ac-
counted for to him. Spent the day as usual. My dues are paid 
very slowly and my wants for many very great.

Friday 20: Enclosed Henderson Terry & Co. $150 on acct. 
my note to them $100 bill Mobile, balance Tenn. & Co. Col-
lected of  Lightfoot Thoms hire in part $15.00 at the rate of  
$25 per mo. and he found board.

Saturday 21: Rec’d of  Tho. Riley $2.00 expenses on Pe-
drons entries. There is an active state of  things in Camden 
now, river up and good boats, cotton going off  rapidly. We 
have insurance on a part of  it. But merchants below operate 
very much against us, and many of  our merchants and plant-
ers are so deeply indebted to them, that they submit to their 
demands----

Sunday 22: Spent the day as usual. We are now looking for 
Ann H. by the way of  New Orleans -

Monday 23: Paid for a hog and received of  J. Lightfoot fee 
$5.00.

Tuesday 24: Paid for corn at 90 cts. per Bu. I attended to 
the measurement myself  for I find that is the only way we 
can get justice in this market.

Wednesday 25:  We are  relieved and rejoiced at the safe re-
turn of  Ann. She has made a very considerable tour, been ab-
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sent 15 months and seen much and all has turned out well. 
No accident has happened to her. She has economized well 
and improved much. Indeed I look upon it as the most impor-
tant part of  her education. She was backward and reserved 
in disposition, wanted confidence in herself  and such a tour, 
and such associations in society as she has had the benefit of  
were of  great value to her, and I think it was a happy idea of  
my own in undertaking it ---

Rec’d of  E. T. Coleman by Ann $34.75 an acct. of  money 
coming from the estate and she rec’d from him besides, 
which she used ____. I lent to Ro. Pate $80. in the office 
which I charged to myself  and took in Trust on land and 
compass and chain in pledge for its payment. I rec’d of  R.  B. 
Smith $500 which I entered on my cash account and gave 
Certificate of  Deposit for -

Thursday 26: I spent the day as usual, except that I feel an 
exhilaration of  spirits from Anns presence and society as well 
as a degree of  self  approbation for having afforded her the 
opportunity of  improving and enjoying herself  so much. 

Friday 27: I bought an old flat boat for lumber and paid 
$8.00 for it. 

Saturday 28: Paid for butter at 25¢ per lb $2.25. Sent Wil-
liam to Kentucky $10. For 1/2 bushel of  Irish potatoes paid 
$1.25. For 1 lb. tea $1.00. Bratton for hauling wood $4.00. 
Knowles acct. $26.35 and Dr. Hartwell tuition etc. $46.95 
and rec’d of  Stevens hire $5.00 a continual stream of  money 
going out after  all the economy which I practice.
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Sunday 1:  I went with Ann to the Episcopal Church which 
was unusually thinly attended. The Idol which commerce erects 
when trade and steamboats are at hand, seems to have com-
manded the worshipers today. I must confess I indulged some-
thing of  a fathers pride in accompanying her who heretofore 
only appeared as an unpracticed school girl, now blooming in 
the May day of  Womanhood, and evincing a ladylike acquain-
tance with the forms of  Good society. I spent the day happily 
with the cheerful inmates of  my own house.

Monday 2: I spent the day as usual. The weather cold again 
and blustering.

Tuesday 3: 1 enclosed $50 Tennessee paper to Dr. Frazier to 
be applied to the accounts of  Speed and Strange made by Ann 
H. I rec’d from R. B. Smith $250 which I credited on my cash 
account and gave him certificate of  Deposit for in the Insurance 
office -

Wednesday 4: I paid J. G. Scales acct. for 1856 $63.88. and 
for flat boat to P. McCollum $10. Rec’d of  Thoms hire from 
Shores $5.00.

HISTORIC CAMDEN HOMES

❖ The Roland B. Smith Home, 234 Agee Street, was 
built in 1856 and posted to the National Register of  
Historic Places in1974. The house was originally 
built in the form of  a square, with a front porch 
extending the length of  the building, two large rooms 
in front, three small rooms behind, and a back porch. 
Later two "L" additions were made. The building is 
of  frame construction, plastered inside, and has 
fourteen-foot high ceilings. Several pieces of  the 
original furniture are still in the house. The original 
owner was the first boy born in Camden in 1825.
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Thursday 5: I spent the day as usual, mostly engaged in 
business of  the Co.

Friday 6: Paid account to Toney & Hodnutt of  $30.88.  
Weather freezing.

Saturday 7: Paid Scales $7.50 for bbl. flour and rec’d of  Ste-
vens hire $5.00.

Sunday 8: Started to Princeton and stayed with G. D. 
Stokes all night. So cold as to make it quite uncomfortable to 
ride. Strange season. Early fruit is killed. Ice has been one 
inch thick ---

Monday 9: Went into Princeton. Paid my taxes on my 
lands, which had been advertised $58.95 and listed the same 
land for the present year. Paid fare at Lindseys 75¢ and rode 
over to Mr. Rylands who paid me $169. - first payment and 
int. on 160 acres land sold him last March. I passed by and 
saw my old place. Many retrospective reflections were ex-
cited, but I felt highly thankful that I had survived the trou-
bles as well as many of' the follies which characterized that 
portion of  my life which I spent there and congratulate my-
self  on being a much happier as well as a much more dutiful 
man than I some times had been, in the distractions of  need, 
almost want, and the excitements of  dissipation which too of-
ten attended ---

Tuesday 10: I returned through the old neighborhood. All 
seemed glad to see me. Dined at J. J. Harris and spent the 
night with R. Martin pleasantly--

Wednesday 11: I rode out R. Martin to sell my stock. I 
named the price I would take for two cows, there being one 
young calf  at $25 and three young cattle $5.00 each, which 
was less than their value and he agreed to take them, with 
the proviso that if  he made any out of  them, he would ac-
count to me for them. And he agreed to take the hogs at 
whatever Mr. Trice would say they were worth. I then went 
on to Princeton and paid over $200 to W. Hunter on certifi-
cate of  deposit given to Wesson for Ins. Co. and listed my 
lands for taxes, then started home without renting my land 
which I regret, and went out to Mr. Stokes. I wrote out an 
agreement between myself  and him for the division of  the 
South half  of  Section 15 of  which forty acres was uncertain 
by our Deeds so as to prevent any misunderstanding hereaf-
ter. Severe cold and chilly weather.

Thursday 12: I rode home, paid on the trip 40 cts. ferriage 
and pikage. Found all well at home and went cheerfully to 
work again in the office, tho feeling dull, chilly and drowsy 
from riding in cold. 

Friday 13: I spent the day as usual -

Saturday 14: Paid Walthal $3.00 on the note I hold on him 
& rec’d of  Thom $2.50 hire and of  Steven $5.00 - Paid Ross 
acct. for meal at the steam mill $6.50 --

Sunday 15: Spent the day as usual. Went to church, the 
Methodist, there being, none other in town - with the girls. 
The evening happily with the family -
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Monday 16: Spent the day in examining some lengthy bills 
in Chancery in which I appear for the defense.  Paid 25 cts. 
for a leather purse I am a little restless and my sympathies ex-
cited on account of  the situation of  both Clara, and Marga-
ret, mother and daughter suffering in an advanced state of  
pregnancy, a critical period with females, and their suffering 
men but too lightly appreciate. I received a letter from Hugh 
informing us of  his safe arrival at the Institute and finding 
William well. This is cheering. My children are all at their 
homes or place of  destination and again free from the danger 
of  the river and steam. I bought a fine copy of  Shakespeare 
as a library book $3.00

Tuesday 17: Busy as usual. Had some lumber hauled up 
from the landing by Hood.

Wednesday 18: I spent the day as usual. Weather exceed-
ingly dry and still cool.

Thursday 19: Nothing occurs worth recording.

Friday 20: Sent by mail $50 to Dr. Frazier to be paid to Mr. 
Webb at Memphis on my note. Also paid Bratton $l.50 for 
hauling boat lumber. All are well and cheerful - I an not send-
ing Susan to school this session. She is sewing, knitting, etc. 
and ready to get a lesson every day. I am convinced it will be 
of  service to her -

Saturday 21: Busy as usual. Attended Sons meeting at Divi-
sion as usual.

Sunday 22: As usual. I went to church and spent the day 
with the family my mind at ease except that anxiety which 

arises on account of  Clara's situation. I feel it more than 
usual under the circumstances. It is a critical state of  a 
woman’s life at any rate, and I am becoming either more sym-
pathetic or more timid about what concerns the safety of  my 
family.

Monday 23: Sent by mail to B. W. Martin at Warren to be 
paid on my taxes $50. and had an error in Toney & Hodnutts 
acct. corrected $7.75. I went a short time to the Cotillion 
party at which Ann H. was attending, and returned home to 
stay with Clara. I am fond of  music and dancing yet but yield 
the floor to the children. Ann is graceful, altho not a fine 
dancer --

Tuesday 24: Paid Fellows $7.00 for a half  box candles. I am 
engrossed in examining a set of  cases in Chancery contesting 
tax sales -

Wednesday 25:  Spent the day as usual. I find my compan-
ion the Sheriff  R.R. Smith whose office I am occupying a 
very agreeable man. He made me a handsome present of  the 
Gazetteer of  England, 4 volumes, a book which he did not 
appreciate, but which I do -

Thursday 26: Nothing worthy of  note. Except I got my 
fence badly burnt out.

Friday 27: I paid Roberts $5.50 for 60 lbs. soft soap. Meat 
and grease is so scarce that it causes us to have to buy soap. 
Everything that we live on is at higher rates than usual and 
many hard to get. I am fortunate however in having the 
means of  getting along from my services in the Insurance of-
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fice and some little collections which come in very slowly 
from other sources. 

Saturday 28: I sent Kays note to Dr. Riffin at home for 
$100 to be presented to them for payment. The weather is so 
dry that the dust is almost suffocating. River down and much 
difficulty about navigation. We are not insuring much. I am 
making something for the company in Exchange, etc. but the 
9 o'clock bell rings and it is time to close the weeks opera-
tions. I am glad a day of  rest is at hand altho the usual rou-
tine of  business is not disagreeable to me.

Sunday 29: I spent the day as usual on Sunday.

Monday 30: The Circuit Court opened today, Judge Stith 
presiding. The state Docket will occupy several days. I col-
lected of  Lewis Burnham $19.50 balance in full for hire of  
Lucy last year. Weather cold and disagreeable. Had severe 
killing frost. The ice more than an inch thick, gardens, for-
ests, and wheat fields all blackened, a serious disaster to the 
country. Fruit all killed --

Tuesday 31:  Court is progressing. Received on deposit 
from R. B. Smith $250. for which I gave certificate of  Ins. 
Co. and entered $10 which I paid Jas. Thompson at Prince-
ton on account of  my taxes Hot Springs.
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Wednesday 1:  I do not feel a proper interest for the business 
of  Court. Indeed I do not feel that I am doing as much as my 
services and experience ought to command. Hence I take more 
interest in the Ins. office. I paid Shotwell for Dr. Hartwell $7.00 
cash and $4.00 on acct. for beef  amount of  my church subscrip-
tion for the past year. Paid P. O. for past quarter 75¢ and re-
ceived from Carleton $5.00 fee in a little case I attended against 
E. Hill & Co.

Thursday 2: The above not being written at the time I now 
have to record another important event in my affairs, that is the 
birth of  another son, whom we named Edwin for Clara's 
brother, Edwin Coleman and the mother and child both doing 
well relieves me of  a state of  anxiety which has been on my 
mind for the last month. My responsibility heretofore great is 
now increased. I hope, however, that I may be favored with life 
and health to provide for all my children so far are affectionate 
and promising and their welfare and society are the paramount 
objects of  my life now ---

MAGNOLIA MANOR, ARKADELPHIA

❖ Located 0.6 mi. SW of  jct. of  I-30 and AR 51, 
Arkadelphia

❖ In 1850 John McDaniel and his sons moved from 
South Carolina to Arkadelphia; his wife and daughters 
followed later.  In 1854 construction of  his mansion 
was started and it was completed in 1857.  The 
bricks were formed and fired on site for the foundation 
and chimneys.  Supporting beams and joists were hewn 
from large oak trees.  The pine flooring was cut two 
inches thick and the interior walnut was milled 
locally.  
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Friday 3: 1 spent the day as usual. Ann H. went down to El-
dorado with Mr. Carleton.

Saturday 4: In like manner. Weather cold and disagreeable, 
things rather gloomy.

Sunday 5: I spent as usual on Sunday. Most of  the time 
with my family.

Monday 6: Court is still going on. And the weather still 
chilly.

Tuesday 7: In like manner. I am doing a fair business in ex-
change, etc.

Wednesday 8: Sent to William at Military Institute $5.00 
by mail.

Thursday 9: Enclosed to Dr. Frazier for Mr. Webb to be 
paid on my note $100. Also sent by Flannigan to Wither-
spoon at Arkadelphia on account of  rent which I had agreed 
to pay Hart on sale of  tract of  land sold him several years 
ago in Hart's hands, now dec’d -

Friday 10: Paid over to R. B. Smith $500.00 heretofore de-
posited.

Saturday 11: Had settlement in full with Judge Thompson 
on tax matters which he has been paying for me several 
years. And Bal. due on settlement $41.60 which I paid him. 
Paid Dr. Hartwell 80 cts. for music furnished Susan by Mr. 
Linder and collected of  Lightfoot of  Thoms hire for 1 month 
in part $12.5.

Sunday 12: A cold morning light frost, clear cold day. Spent 
most of  the day in instructing the children. Clara is doing 
well and also the child. I have abundant reason to be thankful 
for the health of  me and mine and the pleasure which I de-
rive from the hopes of  so promising a family. They all bid fair 
to do well so far and those who are old enough to think and 
act on the subject manifest a degree of  gratitude for the ad-
vantages I afford them compensate for a great deal of  my ex-
ertions and cares in their behalf---

Monday 13: I paid Dr. McElrath $10 the fee for Clara’s last 
accouchement.

Tuesday 14: Paid my taxes for Ouachitta County to the 
Sheriff  $51.43.

Wednesday 15: Weather still cold with occasional white 
frost, vegetation nearly dead, and the more tender shade 
trees killed. Went to Eldorado and found my children well. 
Circuit Court sitting. Ann H. is still there.

Thursday 16: I spent most of  the day at the house with the 
children. On yesterday I sent Mary down by the stage $4.30 
fare. I am determined to sell her this evening. I sent her over 
to Mr. Cowpers to stay fearing the measles, which she has 
never had, at Mr. Carletons.

Friday 17: The family at home, paid 75¢ for 1/2 bu. of  
meal. Such is the panic about the freeze that corn or meal 
can scarcely be had.
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Saturday 18: I remained, a cold chilly day, spending most 
of  my time with the girls (my daughters) and occasionally at 
the Court house. $1.00 for 1 bushel of  corn-

Sunday 19: 1 came home, found all doing well. Weather 
still cold -

Monday 20: Rec’d of  C. E. White $100 on Whitneys judge-
ment $97.25 of  which was in C. C. Scotts acceptance. Rec’d 
hire of  Steven $5.00 paid J. M. Gee $30.75 acct. for groceries 
he bought for me at N. Orleans.

Tuesday 21: Rec’d of  T. S. Grisson $4.00 int. on his note, 
and took Wells note for balance $30 instead of  it. Busy at the 
office.

Wednesday 22: Paid $2.40 for 1 1/2  bushel meal and rec’d 
of  Judge Thompson $1.25 change in full of  all matters be-
tween us. This evening clear and cold. I know not what is to 
be the consequence of  such a season. I fear hard times but 
there are very many worse off  than I, and who cannot or will 
not struggle with so much patience.

Thursday 23: I spent the day as usual. Paid Mary's stage 
fare to Eldorado $4.30. I have sent her down to that county 
to be sold. She is so tricky and false that she will discourage 
any purchaser from buying so long as she thinks there is a 
hope of  defeating a sale.

Friday 24: I enclosed to William at Military Institute $50. 
Paid for 2 bushels of  meal $3.00. Weather dry and cold, frost 
2 mornings-

Saturday 25: Paid balance Fannings tuition acct. assumed 
to J. A. Jones $3.00 to same for B. & Scoggins card, up to 
date, which is now discontinued $4.00 in part of  Thoms hire 
$8.00, due by Jones. Rec’d balance $2.00 of  J. Jones in full of  
due bill for hire of  Thom. I am just advised by mail that Mar-
garet has gone thro her anticipated crisis with safety and has 
another girl, she and child doing well. This is getting along, - 
a child and grandchild both born the same month. Rec’d of  
Steven's hire from Haislip $5.00 and from 'Thom's $5.00 
from Shores. Light drisling rain, not enough to lay the dust --

Sunday 26: A cloudy morning.  Spent the day as usual. Re-
ceived an excellent letter last evening from Hugh, who seems 
to be doing finely

Monday 27: Paid for 2 lbs. tea to Fellows $2.00, one half  
for Margaret. Made a purchase of  Richmonds Ins. Stock 500 
shares, by which I pay par value say $750 for the stock. I take 
up their notes in the Ins. office for that amount except $110.  
$100 for Willis hire last year and $10 assumed by them for 
Watson. Weather still cool. We had shower of  rain but not 
enough to raise the river.

Tuesday 28: Cold and disagreeable. Paid for family expense 
25 cts. I collected of  Ro Tate $80 which I had lent him of  the 
money of  the office, on my own responsibility.

Wednesday 29: Collected of  Haislip Stevens hire $4.50. I 
am laboriously engaged in making up my semi-annual report 
to the stockholders. I am a slow arithmetician and book-
keeper and it bothers me a good deal to bring up the various 
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matters all proving themselves, but I always persevere until I 
get it substantially right.

Thursday 30: I spent the day as usual on my calculations 
etc. I rec’d on yesterday by Cowan, $200. from Mr. Carleton 
on account of  the portion of  Richmonds stock which he 
takes, and closed my account and report, receiving a credit 
of  $400 for my half  years salary. Also received $200 from M. 
Mims in part the price of  Mary, the balance $1000.00 I am 
to receive in a note on say $800 payable next Christmas. 
Tabby had a boy child and doing well---

249



Friday 1:  What ought to be merry, cheerful, rosy May, comes 
clad in mourning spring. A large portion of  the buds and many 
of  the tender trees dead from frost and the face of  the neighbor-
hood disfigured by washing, stormy rain and hail, the first rains 
this spring. We will however have a river now.

Saturday 2: Spent the day as usual. I am reviewing my report 
in the office. We have done but a poor business this winter, so 
great were our losses and so indifferent or rather discordant our 
merchants that we did not take risks enough. We however, have 
gained some six or seven hundred dollars. I pass no idle day and 
generally keep my office until 10 o'clock at night. My children 
are kind, grateful for my assistance and doing well and I don't 
mind labor under such circumstances. I meet with tokens of  af-
fection from a large family on all occasions, almost every mail by 
letter and daily around my cheerful humble fireside---

Sunday 3: Spent the day as usual at church, reading, resting 
and instructing the children.

Monday 4: Paid Bratton for halling wood 50 cts. and paid over 
to R. B. Smith $500.00 which he had placed with me on de-

CHOCTAW NATION

❖ The Choctaw Trail of  Tears was the relocation of  the 
Choctaw Nation from their country referred to now as 
the Deep South (Alabama, Arkansas, Mississippi, and 
Louisiana) to lands west of  the Mississippi River in 
Indian Territory in the 1830s. A Choctaw minko 
(chief) was quoted by the Arkansas Gazette that the 
removal was a "trail of  tears and death." Nearly 
15,000 Choctaws made the move to what would be 
called Indian Territory and then later Oklahoma. 
About 2,500 died along the trail of  tears.
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posit, and settled all our cash matters up to date, paid $5.25 
for a piece bleached domestic. Received of  J. H. Carleton 
$25, making $225. amount for 150 shares of  the stock, which 
I bought of  Richmond for him. Rec'd of  Shaw hire of  Pate 
$3.50. The election for directors came off  today, the same as 
before --

Tuesday 5: I spent the day as usual, the river is up and we 
are having boats, things are reviving very much. Weather a 
little more like spring.

Wednesday 6: Pursued the even tenor of  my ways. No inci-
dent worthy of  note.

Thursday 7: Paid for a pair shoes for myself  to White & 
Seals $2.00. First warm weather -

Friday 8: Paid Hood for halling plank, etc. $2.50 and for 
corn $5.00. We have rec’d letters from both our absent sons. 
Also from our children at ElDorado. All very cheering. All is 
well both at home and abroad, and all doing well. I feel that I 
am greatly blessed in my family. I also am passing now the 
happiest part of  my life. Hope is the main stay of  earthly hap-
piness and my hopes of' my dear children are high. The older 
are sensible, dutiful and well behaved, while the younger are 
obedient, cheerful healthy and playful, and their dear mother 
unites with me most joyously in our burthen as well as our 
pleasures, present as well as anticipated ---

Saturday 9: Paid Hollem for J. M. Gee $3.00 for 2 bushels 
meal. The freeze, and cold weather killing the wheat and put-
ting back the whole crop. Has produced a panic which causes 

all provisions to be very high, and the prospect has really 
been gloomy. But the weather has improved and industry and 
a better season may yet prevail over the disastrous Spring. 
Rec’d of  Steven eight dollars hire. Paid steam-mill 2 bushels 
meal $2.50. Paid Steven $5.00 for the time he cut wood 
Christmas.

Sunday 10: Went to church as usual and spent the day hap-
pily. Had the company of  the "old" woman first time since 
her accouchement, to church -- Heard a sermon from a Mis-
sionary preacher of  the Choctaw Nation -

Monday 11: Paid contribution for a new bell for Baptist 
Church $2.50.

Tuesday 12: I paid Mrs. Sanders for Dr. Ruffin $2.25. Sent 
to William at Frankfort $40.00.

Wednesday 13: Weather warm and genial. Planted this 
week most of  our garden vegetables. Dr. Ruffin came down 
today to spend some days with us.

Thursday 14: Rec’d  $5.00 of  Mr. Rounsaville for advice 
and writing, also 4 bushels of  meal from Walthal $5.00 credit 
on his note. Heavy rain. Susan went by stage to Eldorado.

Friday 15: Planted out potatoes and cabbage plants. Ann 
H. came up by stage, and we are all gratified at meeting 
again after her long visit with her sister. Dr. Ruffin went 
home and took Ella with him today. I have been reading at 
leisure times Fieldings plays, and have been more completely 
disgusted with them than anything purporting to be entitled 
to the countenance of  a civilized people and a respectable 
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author, I have ever met with. They contain in the main but 
one idea, and that is lewdness. A bawdy age and people there 
must have been to have approved such exhibitions on the 
stage. I also find much less of  talent and genius in there than 
I expected from the reputation which Fielding held in his 
time.

Saturday 16: Busy as usual.

Sunday 17: I went with Ann to the Episcopalian Church 
and spent the balance of  the day resting, reading, writing, 
etc. "Happy as the day is long."

Monday 18: The  weather dry and the river swiftly sinking 
down within its channel. A vastly heavy amount of  freights 
have been received on this water. All that will be wanting 
thro this season will be the money, to have plenty of  supplies. 
The whole list has been purchased at such high rates that a 
considerable sum will be required to replace it aside from the 
profits to be added to it. Rec’d of  J. H. Carleton balance of  a 
lot of  money sent to me for other purposes, directed to go to-
wards his taxes in Drew County.

Tuesday 19: Enclosed to H. Terry & Co. draft on Lloyd & 
Frielson drawn by T. G. Scales for $100 in part payment of  
my note which they have. Also paid John Mattlock & Co. 
acct. $54.75 which however is reduced $3.60 by credit over-
looked and corrected. Paid J. M. Gee for mustard 50 cts.

Wednesday 20: Collected of  R. L. Ward on J. Brownings 
note for him bal. due $43.75. The weather continues 
strangely cold.

Thursday 21: I sent to Whitney, State of  New York draft on 
Whitlock & Co. for $150 with which I charged myself, also 
the exchange chg’d to myself, money collected of  C. White 
for Whitney ---

Friday 22: I spent the day drowsily. Little Clare had an at-
tack of  Croup by which I lost sleep.

Saturday 23: Paid out for little family expenses $1.25. Set-
tled with Hodnutt for bill groceries he purchased for me in 
New Orleans $71, which covers cost, charges, etc., interest, 
which was deducted out of  the proceeds of  silver he sold be-
low. Rec’d Thoms hire $1.75.

Sunday 24: Sent to William and Hugh, $30. to Frankfort by 
mail Tenn. paper. Rec’d cash of  T. Riley $10. hire. I went to 
church as usual with my family. I am now reading Cowpers 
Homer which I do not think equal to Popes translation on ac-
count of  the measure. I greatly prefer the rhime, when ac-
complished by such a master as Pope. As to determining 
which best carried the true meaning and spirit of  the Author, 
I am not undertaking to determine but will leave that to the 
more perfect Grecians -----

Monday 25: As usual. Nightly still cool.

Tuesday 26: I spent the day as usual. I am not so well on ac-
count of  cold. Some rain in the neighborhood. Our garden 
begins to promise something. I set out potato slips at the late 
season which are growing finely. I am looking with eager eyes 
to the growth of  the Irish potatoes. When they come if  good 
and plentiful I shall be suited for the season. Light rolls, and 
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fresh butter for breakfast, Irish potatoes and such preparation 
as the season affords for dinner, with light bread, tea and but-
ter for supper is all sufficient for my appetite, and taste at pre-
sent. And I really enjoy them.

Wednesday 27: I feel rather badly today, dull, headache 
and oppression in my whole system but it is turning more 
warm and I look for relief. Light rain last night. Cabbage be-
gan to grow. Rec’d letter from Hugh - all doing well. But the 
calls for money, altho my children are economical, keep me 
hard up for cash ---

Thursday 28: A warm pleasant morning. Things begin to 
look and feel like spring.

Friday 29: Paid for hauling load wood to Bratton 75¢. Noth-
ing worthy of  note. Attended the Division.

Saturday 30: 1 spent the day as usual. I attended the sing-
ing at the Academy tonight. Paid Rainy for the Rev. McHugh 
for preaching, etc. $5.00 and rec’d deposit of  R. B. Smith of  
$500. and of  Stevens hire $5.00.

Sunday 31: I may here remark that after a close week of  
business intercourse with my fellow men, I have met with so 
much shifting, turning, shuffling, and managing not to say 
swindling and attempts to swindle, that my feelings toward 
my fellow men are such that I am greatly benefitted by turn-
ing my thoughts upon Gospel precepts and thus bringing my-
self  to a spirit of  clarity and forgiveness which I otherwise 
could not succeed in preserving. On Monday morning I am 
to work again better prepared to keep my temper and prac-

tice forbearance towards my erring fellow mortals after hav-
ing attended church ---

253



Monday 1: I spent the day in great concern and anxiety about 
our Insurance Company, owing to some of  the large stockhold-
ers declining to go on in the business. I think however I shall be 
able by a bold effort to have their stock taken and go on -

Tuesday 2: Paid R. Smith $50. to settle accounts with E. N. 
Woodlawn & Co.

Wednesday 3: I spent the day busily in matters connected with 
the Company.

Thursday 4: In like manner. I am now reading the Memoir of  
S. S. Prentiss by his brother which I find a highly interesting 
work. Summer has at last set in and crops improving.

Friday 5: Paid W. Cheek for note on A. Ponder $11.40 being 
10 percent discount -

Saturday 6: Went out shopping to procure some little articles 
of  comfort for myself  on the incoming of  the summer. I paid 
$1.25 for slippers and $3.25 cash to Jones & Co. for vest. Also 
paid Rupel Steam mill $3.90 for corn and meal, and returned 
home after a week of  care and concern about business to refresh 

WILLIAM BROWN

❖ “We were gratified on Thursday with the safe return 
of  William. He has grown some, is now rather a 
large man weighing 165 lbs. and fresh and robust in 
blooming health and promise for happy life. We are 
truly blessed in our children and I feel highly grateful 
to the Giver of  all good for his bounteous goodness to 
me and mine. We have spent most of  the time since his 
return in the family circle.”
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my mind and modify my passions by the salutary influence of  
innocent and affectionate society in the sacred family domi-
cile, Rec’d Thoms hire $5.00.

Sunday 7: A warm day. Went to Episcopal Church. Spent 
the day in calm, and partly in religious reflection, reading, 
etc. Rec’d letter from Hugh yesterday evening. Boys well, 
etc.-

Monday 8: I spent the day in a state of  considerable anxiety 
about my little boy Dick who is ill. I gave him my old remedy, 
small doses of  calomel and opium. It prostrated him greatly.

Tuesday 9: I am much relieved by the success of  my medi-
cine with Dick, but now dieting is so very difficult and so nec-
essary. Liquids on the stomach have just as bad an effect as a 
strong food and great thirst attends it. I give a morsel of  
toasted crackers with a little tea.

Wednesday 10: I feel relieved about my children for the pre-
sent but the disease is prevailing to such an extent around us 
that it naturally - properly creates some apprehension. I am 
very watchful and careful. The other slight cases are getting 
well.

Thursday 11: The condition of  our Insurance matters 
growing out of  the want of  harmony around our stockhold-
ers, and I fear the demon Jealousy in some cases and pure 
selfishness in others, makes it very difficult to keep going on. 
The late order of  the Board to suspend without giving the 
stockholders any notice of  it was a great outrage merely be-
cause Scales and Matlock wished to get out of  it for various 

reasons best known to themselves, but it endangers our suc-
cess for the present, altho we are doing well. I have in contem-
plation a new organization which I think in the end will be 
successful.

Friday 12: I spent the day as usual. Weather very hot and 
dry. Garden failing. Some deaths recurring with the flux. I 
closed the sale to Col. Hanby of  82 1/2  acres joining Prince-
ton and received his 2 notes when I had sent him up in blank 
at $5.00 per acre with legal int. from date in 5 payment, 1st 
Christmas, 2nd May next, etc. These payments will nearly 
meet my notes to the State for the purchase of  the land at the 
forfeited sale.

Saturday 13: In like manner. Doing some little business al-
most daily in Exchange.

Sunday 14: I went to Church and to the funeral of  T. Stone 
in the afternoon. Dick is attacked again with diarrhea and I 
do not feel so well myself. Rec’d on yesterday Stevens hire 
$3.00. I lent Mr. Ingram my mule, on condition that he bring 
up Susan from ElDorado. More sickness than I have seen in 
Camden, and all diseases of  the bowels.  Assumes the form 
of  bloody discharges, only a few cases serious.

Monday 15: I went on as usual but with some anxiety about 
Dick. Attended Judge Strans funeral in the evening. We have 
had a moderate rain which I hope will make a favorable 
change in the health. Paid drug  store (Jett) 25 cts. bottle pat. 
medicine -
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Tuesday 16: Dick is better and the violence of  the disease 
checked, tho he is very much reduced and his bowels hard to 
keep in check.  He is predisposed to the disease.

Wednesday 17: I spent the day mostly at the house. And 
did but little only attend to the garden and the children. Su-
san reached home in good health. She is a fine cheerful child 
and I am glad to have her at home again. Cash heretofore ad-
vanced Tilghman for stock ________

Thursday 18: I spent the day as usual. I am now using 
Jayne’s Carminative Balsam with Dick, his system having 
been well cleaned beforehand and I approve of  it for the pur-
pose. I think it a useful medicine under the circumstances. 
Altho I am very fearful of  patent medicines until well and 
cautiously tried. I have even become disgusted with seeing 
the advertisements in the papers and often throw a paper 
aside when the word patent medicine crosses my vision.

Friday 19: I spent the day as usual, doing nothing in Ins. of-
fice but a little exchange business. Our directors have greatly, 
to the injury of  the Company, and without any just reason 
suspended business, no other reasons appearing but because 
two of  them wishes to go out of  the company. Paid L. B. 
Green for Wilson, Ponder & Co. acct $22.75 - old blacksmith 
account.

Saturday 20: My little boy Dick is some better but very 
hard to diet, which is one leading object in his condition. 
Made some exertions to collect money which seems to be a 
difficult matter at this time. Indeed I foresee a great scarcity 

the balance of  the season. Cool nights again and health still 
not good in town.

Sunday 21: Rec’d of  Stevens hire $4.50. Went to Episcopal 
Church, a pleasant day. Dick is getting well and a load of  con-
cern is removed from my mind. My happiness in life is now 
so interwoven with the welfare of  my children, that they 
seem to be a part of  myself. The ebbing and flowing of  my 
spirits depends as much indeed more, upon them than upon 
my own affairs.

Monday 22: Spent the day as usual. Paid Rose $6.40 corn 
and meal acct. I paid also Rose's acct. for corn and meal 
$4.00 ---

Tuesday 23: I spent the day as usual, only a little more le-
thargic. I feel little edge for business. Some sickness prevails 
in town, and some deaths more than usual.

Wednesday 24: Rec’d of  Black amount of  A. Ponders note, 
prin. & int. $13.60.

Thursday 25: Paid C. M. Henry $150. on my note to him 
and spent the day as usual.  A good rain has much improved 
the appearance of  prospects of  the country.

Friday 26: Enclosed to Hugh at Hawesville, Ky. $5.00. 
Rec’d of  W.W. Leake for Fultz for hire Steven $7.50. Sickness 
still prevailing especially the flux. I am doing little else but 
guarding my family in their diet and movements. We have 
had a north and northeast wind much more than usual, 
which accounts for sickness.
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Saturday 27: My little boy Dick still lingers with dysentery. 
He is importunate about his eating. He is reduced to almost a 
skeleton, but will keep about. We were gratified on Thursday 
with the safe return of  William. He has grown some, is now 
rather a large man weighing 165 lbs. and fresh and robust in 
blooming health and promise for happy life. We are truly 
blessed in our children and I feel highly grateful to the Giver 
of  all good for his bounteous goodness to me and mine. We 
have spent most of  the time since his return in the family cir-
cle. And so I have got back without accident both my chil-
dren which with anxiety I took off  more than two years ago 
and have been unable to bear the expense without very seri-
ous inconvenience, and feel that I am well remunerated---

Sunday 28: Went to Episcopal Church with the children. 
My own health not so good.

Monday 29: I spent the day as usual, though not quite in 
usual health, I feel remarkable drowsiness and inert. Handed 
William to send to Frankfort $5.00. Rec’d of  Stevens hire 
$6.00 -

Tuesday 30: Spent the day in discomfort and anxiety, owing 
to my health, feel badly - my bowls are threatened with the 
prevailing epidemic.

257



Wednesday 1: William commenced studying medicine with 
Dr. McElrath today. I still am unwell but have no fever. I am 
merely dieting and using cayenne pepper tea freely. It affords 
me relief  gradually.

Thursday 2: Paid Williams stage fare from Gaines landing to 
the stage office as per receipt -

Friday 3: Sickness still prevails, and I an using all precautions 
to avoid it. I am better myself  today and Dick is wearing on 
about as usual - Paid French & Gaylord $1.25 on account -

Saturday 4: Handed William money to purchase umbrella 
$1.50 and received of  Thoms hire $5.00 and Steven $4.00. The 
flux is still prevailing but not very malignantly. I think its fatality 
has been caused in most cases by ... neglect or mistreatment by 
physicians.  This day for the first time since I have been on the 
stage of  action has passed without any kind of  celebration. I tell 
some of  the people I think it most appropriate, that the Spirit of  
76 has been overcome by the spirit of  Democracy, and it is 
highly proper that the days memorability should be forgotten -

CAMDEN LIFE

❖ “I handed William 75¢ to go to the Menagerie and 
Circus....We have a bustling time, the circus and 
menagerie, than which nothing ever has drawn out the 
people of  this country more generally, and against 
which the protracted meeting is warring and pretty 
largely attended, and to add to all Dr. Hartwells 
examination is going with concert etc. at night.”
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Sunday 5: I spent the day quietly as usual, took last night 
some Blue Mass my liver having become very torpid. I am 
passing the time in great watchfulness among my large family 
so that if  the pestilence should reach us we may meet it well 
prepared --

Monday 6: I spent the day as usual, mostly with the family. 
The garden is doing well now. We have Irish potatoes 
enough, which is a leading article with us, and I use the cay-
enne pepper freely. We are all doing well tho not in a buoyant 
health as at other times. Weather unseasonable, nights so 
cold as to require blankets all the time and fire to sit by in the 
morning. Generally N.E. wind-

Tuesday 7: The tolling of  the bell again reminds us of  our 
Mortality. Business is very dull and but few people come in 
from the country. We rec’d letters this evening from our two 
absent children, Margt. and Hugh and are gratified to learn 
that they are both well. This evening is warm -

Wednesday 8:. A fine pleasant morning. The family all 
cheerful and ready for their morning meal. The little ones set-
ting for their little tricks and gambols, and the older for their 
daily engagements and employments, all in harmony and 
love --

Thursday 9: I handed William change $1.25 and paid 
Berch on Logans note which I purchased on my own account 
(the directors forbidding the purchase of  notes in the office) - 
I also paid J. N. Gee $6.74 for land and Harris, bought here-
tofore of  him. I closed a bargain with Sloan in the bottom, 
for the Stag steer and he paid me $l2.00 in full for him. The 

weather has become warm  - Some showers of  rain passing 
around.

Friday 10: I spent the day mostly at the house. There is but 
little doing in the office and indeed I do not feel like doing 
much unless stimulated by urgent call of  duty or considerable 
profits. So listless are my feelings -

Saturday 11: In like manner, nothing of  interest occurring. 
I enjoy the Irish potatoes -

Sunday 12:. I spent the day as usual, attended the Baptist 
Church. Witnessed the administration of  the Lords Supper 
by Dr. Hartwell to two male and five female members alone 
of  which Clara was one. I could not but sorrow for the small 
number of  the guests at so important a feast, in our own 
town. I wished most sincerely that I could conscientiously 
have been one of  the number, and I could hardly assign any 
good reason. The jarring discord of  the churches has been in 
my way about joining either. Some, indeed most of  them, lay 
down rules which neither they nor anybody else can comply 
with in their true spirit

Monday 13: This is the time set for holding the adjourned 
term of  our Court but nothing was done today but to meet. 
We are burning up for want of  rain, and I fear another Ara-
bian summer.

Tuesday 14: Court met and adjourned without doing any 
business. The sickness of  town and country and especially 
the panic in the country about the health in town seemed to 
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render this course necessary - My little boy Ed has fever to-
day.

Wednesday 15: Very hot. Ed tolerable sick. I think from 
cold, but scarce any of  us are entirely well. The garden is fail-
ing from the drought. Epidemic flux cases of  fever are occur-
ring. Musketoes bad. I bought and put up Bars for the 1st 
time in Arkansas. I am reading Homer's Odyssey, strange as 
it may seem for the first time in my life. (Cowpers Transla-
tion) Tho much of  my time is occupied in attending the fam-
ily. We had company last night, today and tonight - Mr. Carle-
ton came up expecting Court and William is going home 
with him to see his sister and children. Dick is sick again and 
I had to give Ed medicine -

Thursday 16:  Hotter and dryer - Ed is right sick. Had to 
give him calomel and Dovers powders. Dick is very weak and 
exceedingly difficult to control in his diet. Handed William 
75 cts. expenses. Collected of  Whitney $97.75 of  C. White, 
Judge Scotts acceptance. Did some business in the way of  Ex-
change and kept myself  carefully out of  the sun. I am fond 
of  hot weather if  I can keep in the shade. I begin to feel bet-
ter as regards health. Some deaths are still occurring around 
us -

Friday 17: I paid Logans note from D. Birch to Hollis 
$60.88 which included what D. Birch owed on Stevens hire 
$9.25. Also purchased Dr. Graves note to Cheek for $12.50 
and paid John Cheek $11.25 for it.

Saturday 18: Rec’d of  Thom on hire $10. The health of  
the family now good. The epidemic in town is abating but 
there is a good deal of  sickness yet -

Sunday 19: I spent as usual. There is a quarterly Methodist 
meeting going on which seems to be making a good impres-
sion on our people ---

Monday 20: I spent the day in the even tenor of  my ways. I 
am not doing much except taking care of  things. Times are 
dull, and the county suffering from drought ---

Tuesday 21: Paid Bratton for Wood $1.25 and spent the 
day as usual. We have an unusual annoyance of  musketoes 
this summer, and have been obliged to put up bars. Some pe-
culiarity of  the atmosphere must exist, to keep them up in so 
excessively dry a time. Our garden is fast drying up ---

Wednesday 22: Enclosed to Hugh at Yelvington $5.00. Col-
lected of  C. White $103. for Whitney of  New York and an or-
der of  Judge Scott on same account -

Thursday 23: Sent by mail to Fowler and a record, postage 
50¢ for Mr. Carleton.

Friday 24:  Charged myself  to Ins. Co. with the amount of  
Capt. Tilghmans note $289.86 which closes the purchase of  
his stock. Assignment was heretofore made to me. Rec’d of  
Steven cash on hire $10. Some rain is falling out in some 
places in the country but we are parching here. A gloomy 
prospect -
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Saturday 25: Spent the day as usual. I have to administer a 
dose of  medicine occasionally.

Sunday 26: As usual. The excitement is still going on and 
several of  the hardest cases about town have struck their col-
our, and professed religion. I hope it may last ------

Monday 27: I handed William 75¢ to go to the Menagerie 
and Circus. 

Tuesday 28: I received on J. A. Jones note for him $52.90 
from M. Mims. He took up Jones note, pr. and int. $105.80 
paying me one half  and gave me his note for the balance due 
1st December with 10 percent interest - 

Wednesday 29: We have a bustling time, the circus and me-
nagerie, than which nothing ever has drawn out the people 
of  this country more generally, and against which the pro-
tracted meeting is warring and pretty largely attended, and to 
add to all Dr. Hartwells examination is going with concert 
etc. at night. We attend the literary department ---

Thursday 30:  Quite an exciting day in town, on account 
of  the various gatherings of  the people. We attended the con-
cert at the Institute which went off  very pleasantly and the 
young ladies acquitted themselves well. Dr. Hartwell also 
made a feeling and appropriate farewell - 

Friday 31:  A little shower of  rain, with many clouds passed 
over, cooling the air yesterday and today. I am preparing a 
statement for the stockholders of  the Ins. Co. We are not 
managing well this season. Too much selfishness enters into 

the government of  it, which with too much timidity for such 
a business is likely to break up our company.
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Saturday 1:  A fine rain has greatly revived animate as well as 
inanimate nature in this neighborhood.  Rec’d of  Stevens hire 
$4.00.  Paid Gee for smoking tobacco for William 75 cts. for ba-
con hams, at 16¢ per lb. $4.00. The health of  the city has im-
proved ---

Sunday 2: More rain. Everything comfortable except the moski-
toes. Garden improving fast. Family all healthy and cheerful as 
life itself. Susan and Henry improving fast at home and at Sun-
day School --

Monday 3:  Paid Steam mill for corn and meal for past month 
$17. and enclosed in Anns letter to Kate Hawes $5.00 for 
money borrowed by her up there. Attempted to have a meeting 
of  the stockholders but they did not attend. Probate Court sit-
ting. Money scarce

Tuesday 4: Rec’d of  R. F. Womble, part of  fee to Brown & 
Scoggin - $15.00. Attended to business in Probate Court. Had a 
quantity of  collard plants set out. Fine prospect for collards and 
sweet potatoes -

COX CREEK LAND SALE

❖ “In the morning, we agreed upon a trade conditionally, 
as follows: he is to give me $2.50 per acre for the 320 
acre tract on Cox Creek, the interest 10 per cent to 
commence from 1st Sept. provided I get title when I 
write to the parties, to the quarter purchased from Ball 
Co. if  not the trade either to be confirmed by writing or 
annulled if  not confirmed either cash or a dft. due 1st 
Feby with continuation of  interest----”

❖ Cox Creek Lake is a man-made lake, created in 1964 
by the Arkansas Game and Fish Commission by 
damming Cox Creek, a tributary of  the Saline River.
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Wednesday 5: The countenance of  the people much 
cheered. The hopes of  the country greatly elevated, and the 
epidemic of  our town passing away. It however seems to be 
seizing many portions of  the country violently -

Thursday 6: The state of  my business not as I would have 
it. I can't get our Ins. Co. matters managed as they ought to 
be. I am doing nothing now but on Exchange business and 
that on too limited a scale --

Friday 7: I am more melancholy and restless than I have 
been since I came to Camden. There is what is called a Re-
vival of  Religion going on in the Methodist Church which I 
hope is doing good --

Saturday 8: My little Clara is suffering with flux and it 
seems to be tolerably hard to check up. I am giving her Jay-
nes Carminative, the first patent medicine I have taken up. I 
find it valuable but I have to give her some paragoric. I have 
been able to keep down fever - I dare not give strong medi-
cine which in this disease is almost certain death. Handed 
William 50¢ expenses and spent 25¢ myself.

Sunday 9: Clara is as she was. I am doing scarcely anything 
but attending to my family and low spirited most of  the time.

Monday 10: Spent the day as usual - My old prejudices 
against noise and confusion in churches are becoming excited 
- I only go occasionally and it sets back my piety when I do 
go. I desire my children to be pious, but cannot bear to see 
them running into this excitement. There is too much human 
agency in it --

Tuesday 11: I wrote to Hugh at Frankfort and enclosed him 
$25.00--

Wednesday 12: I spent the day as usual. Religion is the 
topic of  the day, and the preachers are the Lions. I hope how-
ever it will do much good altho I do not approve of  the man-
ner of  proceeding ---

Thursday 13: Clara is some better, but I am fearful others 
will take the disease in the family. Dick is threatened with re-
turn of  it.

Friday 14: In like manner. I spent the day doing nothing.

Saturday 15: Handed William 25 cts. and the day & night 
spent mostly with the family.

Sunday 16: Rec’d of  Stevens hire $5.00. Went to church as 
usual. Of  Thoms hire $5.50.

Monday 17: Mr. Humphreys boy came up from Eldorado 
yesterday to let us know that Ann and her children were 
there and feared to encounter the epidemic, hoping that 
Clara would go down. This brings about a seriousness. Affec-
tion for her sister induces her to wish to go, and I am afraid 
for her to leave little Clara in her present condition and feel 
constrained to oppose it.  William and Ann however, bor-
rowed Rounsavilles buggy, put my mule to it and went down. 
Handed Wm. 50 cts.

Tuesday 18: I rec’d from Rainy $27.50 for Mr. Carleton 
and spent the day dull and melancholy. I see that Clara is suf-
fering so much on account of  the disappointment in not see-
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ing her sister that it depresses me and yet I could not believe 
it safe for her to go altho today little Clara is better than I ex-
pected. FAMILIES SHOULD NEVER SCATTER IN 
TIMES OF SICKNESS OR DISASTER.

Wednesday 19: We are relieved and rejoiced this evening 
by the arrival of  William, Ann, and Ann Humphry and chil-
dren. Clara is better and all is well. So all turns out right at 
last ! !

Thursday 20: We all spent the day happily and my mind is 
greatly relieved. To see my patient, drooping Clara, cheer up 
and witness the pleasure which the meeting of  the sisters af-
forded them, as also to partake myself  of  that gratification as 
also the absence of  much of  my apprehension on account of  
sickness, has given me a new turn to my feelings. Paid 40 cts. 
for watermelon.

Friday 21: I spent the day happily and began to take some 
interest in business.

Saturday 22: Mrs. Humphrey started home. All well. Paid 
Thos Riley $49.50 on note of  Chase and which I purchased 
of  him at $15.00 per ct. disct. Rec’d of  hire $5. from Gannet 
on his due bill for hire of  Thom.

Sunday 23: I spent the day on my way to Princeton. In the 
evening the Immersion of  some 8 or 9 adults attracted a vast 
concourse to the River. I lodged at my old friend Mr. Stokes 
not a little fatigued after the days ride, which I am not used 
to. 

Monday 24: Put up at Lindseys tavern, a poor one and 
much crowded being the only one in the place. I have very lit-
tle business in court and came up mainly on account of  my 
private business, as I cannot attend this Court regularly so 
long as I am in the Insurance office. I paid Jon McCargo 
$3.65 balance on J. Jones note which he had some years ago. 
In the evening I returned to Mr. Stokes for the night and 
spent the night very pleasantly.

Tuesday 25: I spent the day in Court. I was struck with the 
number of  young Barristers in attendance and not at all 
promising, most of  them.

Wednesday 26: In the evening I paid bill $4.00 and rode to 
Morris Smiths for the night. Very heavy rains prevailing here 
now. I was detained today by the rain.

Thursday 27:  In the morning we rode up into the edge of  
Hot Springs County to look at some of  my lands, - rain 
again. After some examination returned to Smiths where I 
rec'd most kind treatment, more like that of  a relation than 
otherwise --

Friday 28: In the morning, we agreed upon a trade condi-
tionally, as follows: he is to give me $2.50 per acre for the 320 
acre tract on Cox Creek, the interest 10 per cent to com-
mence from 1st Sept. provided I get title when I write to the 
parties, to the quarter purchased from Ball Co. if  not the 
trade either to be confirmed by writing or annulled if  not 
confirmed either cash or a dft. due 1st Feby with continua-
tion of  interest----
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Saturday 29: Came to E. Harris’ yesterday and Halls. 
Closed sale to W. Hall for the S. W. Quarter of  Sect. 22 T 8 
R 16. Rec’d order for $200. to R. Fuller, and his note for 
$200 due March 1st 1859 with 10 per cent interest and went 
to R. Martins, where I left this morning to meet a man to 
show him my old farm. Afterwards we rode to Princeton. I 
rec’d the money on the order to Fuller. Settled with Noah 
Trice amount of  $260.50 in full for rent etc. and advanced 
him the balance of  the money for his draft on Hewit Norton 
& Co. for $293.20. Also rec’d $1. from his boy for the sithe 
blade. Paid  J. Gray, Clerk $1.50 for recording deed from 
Gov. to me for 480 acres. Paid Dedman $100 on my note of  
1846 for state lands for $200 and rode to Judge Thompsons 
for the night. Dropped my spectacles and hdkf  this week. My 
mule carries me finely and I am preparing for home now.

Sunday 30: Came home to dinner and happy to find my lit-
tle flock all up, tho Clara and the little Clara & Dick are still 
feeble. Rested the balance of  the evening with the family.

Monday 31: Read my letters and attended to business. Am 
uneasy about a cash remittance of  $215.00 I made to N. Or-
leans on the 11th for the Co., the failure of  which has lead to 
a protest of  a $200 draft of  ours on our agents, which by the 
bye was not good treatment. But our arrangement with Frill-
son Stevenson & Co. was not right.
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Tuesday 1: I spent the day busily employed. On yesterday I 
sent Trice's draft in my favor by mail to F. S. & Co. for benefit 
of  the office and credited myself  with it. Paid J. Vaughan on 
note for lots $100. Settled my store acct. with White and Scales 
$5.

Wednesday 2: Handed Wm. for expenses 75 cts. Weather 
pleasant but still unhealthy in many places, - 1 lady and 2 chil-
dren died last night and what is called South Camden is sickly. 
Paid Herd 85¢ for lamb at 9 cts. flour at 5¢, $5.67 acct. of  Gee.

Thursday 3: I spent the day as usual. Steven is working on the 
streets at $1.25 per day. I finding him -

Friday 4: As usual. All mine are in tolerably good health, and 
we have letter from Hugh that he has arrived safe at the Insti-
tute from Davis, but finds Typhoid fever prevailing -

Saturday 5: As usual. I am doing rather a slow business, but 
have leisure to take care of  myself  and family in the present 
sickly season. Congestive chills are making their appearance 
since the flux abated. And some cases complicated. Paid Gee for 
flour $2.95 candles $2.44, to Maloun for broom 40¢, to Gee for 

ALEXANDER CAMPBELL

❖ “I heard at night a sermon preached by Dr. Marshall, 
a Campbellite, or as they call themselves Christian - I 
received information on some scriptural subjects. He 
had labored hard for several evenings but has not 
gained many.”

❖ Campbellite refers to adherents of  religious groups that 
have historic roots in the Restoration Movement, 
among whose most prominent 19th century leaders 
were Thomas and Alexander Campbell. Members 
generally consider the term "Campbellite" 
inappropriate, saying that they are followers of  Jesus.
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refined sugar at 17¢ - $4.32. Molasses to Fellows 1 gal. $1.00. 
Paid to T. W. Riley on 100 shares stock which I purchased 
from him Ins. Co. at par that is 50 percent profit on amount 
paid in, he deducting 10 percent for cash and gave him my 
note for balance $50 rec’d $7.50 of  Steven.

Sunday 6: I spent the day as usual. At church and quietly 
with my family.

Monday 7: I spent the day as usual, rather dull in the way 
of  business.

Tuesday 8: In like manner. Some deaths still occurring in 
town and country.

Wednesday 9: The excitement of  the continued meetings is 
wearing off. A considerable change in the people here, that is 
many of  them have taken place and it is to be hoped that a 
number may hold on to that which is good, and continued 
better members of  society and in fine better men, than they 
have been. Our people seemed to be very much hardened, 
The messenger of  death has produced an alarm, and it is 
hoped such a warning will not be forgotten, as soon as the im-
pending danger seems to have passed -

Thursday 10: Paid to Wm. expenses on shoes 50 cts. To 
McKee for D. Benchs note $40, being some 20 percent disct.-  
Spent the day as usual these dull times. I am now reading 
Hopkins Lectures on Doctrines and Practices of  the Episco-
pal Church, with much interest. I am reading for instruction 
and am not disappointed. The clashing of  opinions and rules 

among the different denominations is to me a great stum-
bling block and I desire light on that subject -

Friday 11: As usual. Only a little more engaged in grave re-
flection than usual. I go very little into society. My part is to 
manage and provide for those given me in charge rather than 
seek entertainment in the society of  others.

Saturday 12: Remitted to Whitney, N. York draft for 
$153.70 balance collected for him from R. C. White and re-
tained fees 10 percent for collection on note say $47.55 charg-
ing myself  with 1 1/2- percent exchange. Rec’d $6.00 from 
Stevens work on Streets. At other work one day -

Sunday 13: Went to Episcopal Church, balance of  day at 
home -

Monday 14: I had rather an unpleasant occurrence at the 
female School. Opposed as I am to the girls being pushed 
into so many studies at the same time, and changing books al-
most every session, I told Susan to come home if  those things 
were requested of  her. She did so, and I had then to enter 
into negotiations with the ladies teaching. It has however 
been agreed upon and I have sent back Susan to pursue the 
studies I desire and I hope will result in good for the school.

Tuesday 15: Clara was attacked today violently with Diar-
rhea and I gave her a small pill of  Blue Mass. She is very fee-
ble which medicine seemed to have good effect -

Wednesday 16: She is still laboring under the disease 
slightly but showing signs of  indigestion. Gave her another 
pill of  Mass -
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Thursday 17: Sent Hugh $5.00 to Frankfort. I am anxious 
about his health as well as those at home. Clara is somewhat 
better but very weak and cannot suckle the child. I am giving 
her pills of  quinine and oil of  Black pepper. I think with pru-
dence now she will gain her strength but her stomach and di-
gestive organs are sadly debilitated and she is weak as a child.

Friday 18: As usual. Health of  city still bad, that is the cases 
are very fatal. Scarcely a day without one or more being 
added to the mansions of  the dead. Shower of  rain today. 
Clara is slowly improving.

Saturday 19: As usual. Some gloomy pictures are con-
stantly passing before the mind. The health is still bad in 
some localities. The excitement of  religious exercises is going 
on and business matters very dull. Rec’d of  Stevens hire 
$3.00 and paid for fodder $12.

Sunday 20: I spent the day as usual except that I have taken 
up some books which I am reading for information about the 
Episcopalian Church. Bishop Hopkins lectures which I am 
now reading are ably written and shed much light on subjects 
of  that nature which I have never before met with. Their 
church organization, government and general views and prac-
tice comes nearer according to my own than any system I 
have met with and are very generally misconstrued, and mis-
understood by other denominations and by the laity gener-
ally -

Monday 21: As usual. The negro girl Courtney is attacked 
with fever. I gave her calomel in broken portions with Dovers 
powders. Considerable fever and her eyes and face swollen -

Tuesday 22: Paid for new pair spectacles $1.00. I have 
passed one age (in eye sight) and find it necessary to obtain 
glasses of  form for older eyes than those I have been using. I 
am reminded thereby that I am getting far advanced in the 
Journey of  life. And I am happy to feel that I am also advanc-
ing in Devotional feelings and gradually altho almost imper-
ceptibly letting go the follies and idle pleasures of  this life.

Wednesday 23: As usual. The girl is still quite sick. I re-
peated on yesterday her dose of  medicine. It had the desired 
effect in a tolerable degree, but still she has the same fever.  
Her tongue became quite dark, almost black, but which to-
day is giving way. 

Thursday 24: I let Mr. H. Cleam have the boy James at 
hire from this to Christmas, to pay me whatever he is worth. 
He furnished him a pair of  shoes to start with. So I have one 
less to feed.

Friday 25: I spent the day as usual. Clara is pretty well 
again, but still feeble and emaciated -

Saturday 26: Being informed that the girl Louisa hired to 
Mr. Works is sick I went out this evening early and had her 
moved home in his wagon, which was coming to town. I gave 
her promptly calomel and Dovers powders, in broken doses 
until they operated, with good effect. She I presumed had 
worms too but fever only a short time each morning.

Sunday 27: Gave both quinine but did not prevent the fe-
ver. I heard at night a sermon preached by Dr. Marshall, a 
Campbellite, or as they call themselves Christian - I received 
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information on some scriptural subjects. He had labored 
hard for several evenings but has not gained many.

Monday 28: I gave Courtney a dose of  oil and turpentine 
which had a fine effect, after the calomel and Dovers pow-
ders cleaned her out and she is clear of  fever and doing well. 
I also used pills, oil black pepper and cal. and quinine with 
Louisa, and prevented her fever altogether. So both are doing 
well. My old friend D. Stokes is with us tonight. We have had 
a week of  cold nights and fine clear weather. It has required 
fire every night and morning to make us comfortable. We still 
hear of  sickness and deaths occurring. The cotton is said to 
be opening well now, but a good deal behind the season. The 
price is high and promises to be so. Our town is improving.

Tuesday 29:  Spent the day as usual. Paid Bratton for hal-
ling load of  rails 75 cents.

Wednesday 30:  Spent the day as usual. The sick ones get-
ting well, and we are reaping the rewards of  our careful atten-
tion to them in the satisfaction of  having done our duty. I re-
mitted to Dr. Frazier $30. to be applied to Anns account (Ten-
nessee Paper) --
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Thursday 1: Made my arrangements for a little trip over to 
Magnolia. Went in the evening about half  way. On business for 
the Ins. office mainly. Stayed at John Ingrams. Coarse faire but 
kind treatment.

Friday 2: Rode into Magnolia, saw Mr. Rose on the way and 
obtained his dft. for his note which I held for the Company. Put 
up at Harpers old stand. Rain commenced just as I got in and 
continued all evening. Cool and penetrating air. Thought I 
would have had a chill after supper.

Saturday 3: A rainy morning, brought our suit, got my dinner, 
paid bill charged to Ins. Co., and rode out to Dr. Bayliss at the 
Seminary nearly half  way home. Magnolia is a beautiful coun-
try site for a town, and the neighborhood is a cheerful looking 
pine country fair land ---

Sunday 4: In the morning, no charge made, started home 
where I arrived about 2 o'clock just as it commenced raining 
again. Found all well at home and rested for the evening --

Monday 5: Our Circuit Court is in Session. Judge Watson pre-
siding. I received but little in the way of  fees was mostly em-

OUACHITA RIVER AT CAMDEN

❖ The Panic of  1857 was a financial panic in the 
United States caused by the declining international 
economy and over-expansion of  the domestic economy. 
Indeed, because of  the interconnectedness of  the world 
economy by the time of  the 1850s, the financial crisis 
which began in the autumn of  1857 was the world's 
first world-wide economic crisis. Beginning in 
September 1857, the financial downturn did not last 
long.
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ployed in the Ins. office for the day. Paid Henry 25 cts. for cut-
ting firewood and bringing it in for the house and kitchen. I 
did this as much to keep him partly employed and to invigo-
rate his muscles and strengthen his constitution. He is a good 
boy, growing up fast, and learning well at home. Is acquiring 
some taste for reading another proof  of  the success of  my 
mode of  discipline. Rec’d of  Stevens hire $5.00.

Tuesday 6: Spent the day busy. Court progressing. Awful ac-
counts of  failing and we are approaching a crisis in monetary 
affairs - is commencing at the North and unknown where it 
will end. I’m preparing for and shall have my matters in good 
condition to meet it --

Wednesday 7: In like manner. Nothing worthy of  note. 
Great disappointment on account of  Margaret and family 
not coming up as was expected at this time. Mr. C. was not 
well enough to come -

Thursday 8:  In like manner. The court business has accu-
mulated so from the changing of  Judges, etc. that we will not 
get through the Docket -

Friday 9: Paid Russpels bill at the mill up to date $32.63 
and also drew bill from Lucas & Co. for $400. above cred-
ited, which squares my acct in the matter.

Saturday 10: Bought of  C. G. Scales Ins. Stock $6,000. 
paid him $500, cash and gave him note lst March with inter-
est for $400. 1 had to do this to got on towards a reorganiza-
tion of  our Company, having ceased to take risks or do busi-
ness throughout this season when we ought to have been mak-

ing something. Killed a young beef  today. Rec’d $2.50 cash 
for what was sold. Paid Henry his weeks dues for cutting 
wood 25¢. Some severe cases of  sickness still occurring.

Sunday 11: Spent the day as usual on Sunday. The children 
go to Sunday School, which I encourage as one of  the most 
valuable Institutions of  modern invention. Much is done 
there that parents neglect at home, and impressions which 
form character thro life or even if  not heeded for a time, 
serve as beacons in after life to the erring, thoughtless wan-
derer, to guide him to the safe haven of  religious and moral 
duty.

Monday 12: Paid $1.00 for 1 bu. of  Irish potatoes. Court is 
still going on. Reports of  crash of  money matters, still becom-
ing worse. Great distress North, suspension of  banks and busi-
ness houses.

Tuesday 13: Spent the day as usual. Contributed $10 to the 
payment of  Hartwells for preaching the present year on yes-
terday. Money matters exceedingly tight --

Wednesday 14: Paid for meal 1 bushel $1.00 and handed 
William $1.00

Thursday 15: Spent the day as usual. Judge taken sick and 
business in Court suspended -

Friday 16: As usual. Pestilential East wind still occasionally 
prevailing, and some deaths -
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Saturday 17: As usual. Exchange matters now impossible. I 
am getting clear of  paper and getting gold and silver in my 
office -

Sunday 18: We are in good health except bad colds but 
some neighborhoods are suffering severely. The weather is un-
settled. Changing from warm to cold and the whole season 
has been and continues irregular -

Monday 19: Rec’d from Lightfoot for hire of  Thom $25.00 

Tuesday 20: Spent the day as usual. All the moneyed affairs 
of  the country in such confusion that we do not know what 
to be at. I have determined to set still a while except some lit-
tle transactions of  brokerage, until I see how things are going 
to work. The whole Union is in a panic and perhaps the 
world as far as commerce extends -

Wednesday 21: I spent the day as usual, confined, but do-
ing very little

Thursday 22: In like manner.

Friday 23: In like manner. Our ears are still familiar with 
the warning toll of  the church bell, and the funeral proces-
sion. It is estimated that 75 or 80 of  our citizens at least, of  
blacks and whites have been buried this season -

Saturday 24: Settled up with T. W. Riley for his stock Ins. 
Co, and paid him balance $50. I now own $22,500.00 in the 
Company almost 1/4 of  the stock.

Sunday 25: Clara is now on a visit to Mr. Carleton, the first 
time she has seen Margt. since the birth of  her second child. 

I and the children are keeping house and all things going on 
very cheerfully. Went to church as usual -

Monday 26: Rec’d of  Stevens hire $6.00 and spent the day 
mainly in reading the papers. We are closely on the lookout 
for every mail to learn what is going on in the balance of  the 
States as to banks business and money matters, a great 
Drama is acting in which we have but little part, except to 
feel some of  the inconvenience attending the action of  the 
balance -

Tuesday 27:  Paid Henry his weekly due for getting wood, 
etc. 25¢. I am now making out my annual statement of  mat-
ters in the Insurance Co.

Wednesday 28: I spent the day as usual, and as usual when 
I retire from the anxieties of  the business of  the day, sur-
rounded for the evening by the little cheerful family circle, 
my rising offspring, knowing nothing but innocence and pa-
rental affection, I often think how happy is my lot.

Thursday 29:  In the afternoon I rode out to the Country 
and spent the night on business at a rude country house 
where plenty abounded but money is the Deity.

Friday 30: Returned home to dinner. We are now preparing 
for William to go to New Orleans to attend the medical lec-
tures -

Saturday 31: Spent the day at home -
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Sunday 1:  I started early to see Margt. and her family, and to 
bring Clara and Ed home. Found all well except a cold and 
spent the night happily. I for the first time see my second grand 
child, a fine little daughter, Clara, named for her grandmother. 
Paid Lee $6. for Williams boots and took his other myself.

Monday 2: I spent the day happy with the family and free from 
business cares. Seldom now do I spend the day in the same easy 
and thought less way.

Tuesday 3: In the afternoon started in Mr. C.’s buggy with 
Clara and Ed and nurse for home. We were too much laden for 
my mules but took it leisurely, got to Langstons and remained 
for the night.

Wednesday 4: Started early and reached home before 12. 
Found all well, and received the glad salutations of  all the little 
brood at home. Paid $2.00 at Eldorado and could not make the 
change at Langstons. 

Thursday 5:  Incipient rain in the evening -

CAMDEN HOUSES

❖ Elliot-Meek-Nunnally Home (761 Washington 
Street, Camden, AR). The home was built between 
1857 and 1859 for attorney James T. Elliott. 
During the Civil War Confederate General Edmond 
K. Smith came to Camden twice from his headquarters 
in Shreveport, Louisiana to inspect the troops and 
fortifications. In 1864, Brigadier General Friedrich 
Salomon occupied the house during the occupation of  
Camden by General Fredrick Steele in the Red River 
Campaign.

273

SECTION 65

November 1857



Friday 6:  Spent the day in the business of  the Ins. Co. and 
preparing for Williams trip to New Orleans to attend the 
Medical lectures. Handed him 50¢ in change -

Saturday 7: In like manner. Paid Henry his weekly dues 
25¢. Margaret and her children came up today.

Sunday 8: Spent the day at Baptist Church and reading, etc. 
at home -

Monday 9: Rec’d of  Stevens hire $7.50 and paid for meal 
and flour $3.00 and mutton $1.50. I handed William $159. 
for his trip of  which I borrowed from B. B. Smith $100. It is 
a hard time to raise money and it puts me to a good deal of  
trouble to fix William off  just at this time. But I hope he will 
repay me by his dutiful conduct and success. If  so I shall ac-
count these troubles but trifles when they shall have passed 
by. He took the stage this evening for Gaines Landing in com-
pany with young Mr. Weldon who goes for the same purpose. 
So I have two boys scattered again -

Tuesday 10: Spent the day busy as usual, except a portion 
of  the time with the family. Margt. has two interesting daugh-
ters, but like our own children, they are cross when small, 
and fret a good deal. Had a meeting of  the Directors in the 
Ins. office, and differed very seriously, so much so that it was 
determined to wind up there not being harmony in the 
board, etc. to go on successfully. I regret this exceedingly for 
to make this a respectable as well as profitable affair to the 
Company has been the subject nearest my heart in the way 
of  business for more than three years.

Wednesday 11: Spent the day in much perplexity, discov-
ered I had to deal with some bad men in regard to the com-
pany affairs, whose latent bad feelings had not before mani-
fested themselves towards me as far as I know.

Thursday 12: Spent the day in like manner. It requires all 
the self  command prudence, and thought I possess to steer 
my course in this affair. Conscious of  rectitude in my own 
course and of  the wicked designs of  one of  the Directors to-
wards me, which I am sorry to see are in part winked at by 
some others I have to stand firm and take well considered 
steps at every turn. Such a position is peculiarly disagreeable 
to me.

Friday 13: I spent the day in like manner. We are getting 
along no better. I delivered over all the cash on hand with 
most of  the notice to John Mattlock the president and the 
statement of  assets, with my account book to James Vaughan. 
I own $22,500. of  the stock and the matter now is to get a 
proper and fair settlement, and my effects from the Company 
without loss or ruinous delay. I have an enemy to deal with 
and shall have to act in every respect with that fact in view.

Saturday 14: I returned over to White and Scales $160 
which they had deposited with me to meet the payment of  an 
Eastern note and paid C. M. Harvey $154.40 balance on 
note I owed him. I retained $200 of  the cash on hand for the 
last quarter salary, which however they say should not go in 
on this division of  cash assets but should be credited hereaf-
ter. I care nothing about this and have directed them to place 
it as they please. I only wanted the allowance made. A few 
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days since paid to Dr. Visen $20 for County Scrip. I directed 
the cash pro rata in Ins. office to be applied to my credit to-
wards the above named $200.00 --

Sunday 15: I spent as usual, only that I am much annoyed 
by the rascally course which the little "snake in the grass 
James Vaughan" is pursuing relative to the Insurance com-
pany affairs -

Monday 16: I spent the day in considering the best way of  
averting the effects of  the poison which the little serpent is 
scattering around him to try to make some of  it stick to me -

Tuesday 17: Paid for apples 50¢. I have the company of  my 
dear child Margt. longer than usual as Mr. C. has not re-
turned as yet from Courts and her babes and mine keep up 
quite an excitement -

Wednesday 18: Paid Padget for 2 bu. of  meal by credit on 
his note.

Thursday 19: Paid Bratton for wood $2.00, beef  market 75 
1/2. Credited Padget for meal $1.60 and paid by crediting  J. 
A. Jones for Ins. Co. $15. towards the $200 above named and 
filed rect. with Vaughan as also Mr. Carletons power of  atty. 
to receive Margts. & Mr. C’s.

Friday 20: I spent the day as usual. I feel idle and dull. So 
long have I been so carefully engaged in the Ins. office with 
such zeal and interest that I can scarcely realize that I am out 
of  it, I feel deeply the ill treatment which I have received by a 
portion of  the Directors, and but for the confidence and sym-
pathy manifested by the balance of  the stockholders  could 

scarcely submit to it tamely. But I am advancing in the mat-
ter cautiously. I have now the authority of  a majority of  the 
stockholders to draw their shares out of  the usurpers, and dis-
tribute among ourselves.

Saturday 21: Collected of  L. Morgan for laths $5.30 and 
borrowed of  J. H. Carleton the $150 which was divided to 
him, cash distribution of  the assets of  the Ins. Co. Margt is 
still with us and my principal pleasure is with my family 
where fidelity and pure affection reign.

Sunday 22: Spent the day as usual. Endeavored to draw off  
my thoughts as far as possible from the corroding cares of  
earthly things and to fix them upon things curable and imper-
ishable. We have had a flood of  rain and the weather is cool 
and chilly -

Monday 23: Enclosed a $10 Yazoo bill to William at N. O. I 
retained $41. sent by Mart. by I. Newton and directed Mr. 
Carleton to refund it. I am still waiting anxiously for the divi-
sion of  the effects of  the Ins. Co. Letters received from both 
my sons announce their welfare -

Tuesday 24: Enclosed to Hugh $10 of  which $4.00 for him-
self  and $6.00 to be handed to Col. Morgan on Williams ac-
count. Stevens hire $2.50.

Wednesday 25: As usual. Reading Herndon and the pa-
pers. Paid Bratton for wood $2.00 and boy Lightfoot $1.25 -
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Thursday 26:  In like manner. Handed Ann for subscrip-
tion for magazine $1.00. Paid for fodder $6.65 at $1.00 per 
cwt. Some seven cases of  pneumonia occurring

Friday 27: Spent the day as usual. Doing nothing but calcu-
lating the state of  my affairs and taking precaution against 
the wiles of  my recent enemy -

Saturday 28: A severely wet day. Paid Padget in cash on 
meal and beef  acct. and bought of  him a yoke of  oxen $50 
to be credited on his note to me. Also paid Works thru Thom 
$1.50 for butter and Henry weekly dues 25¢. The little fellow 
is very useful and it gives him exercise and employment -

Sunday 29:  Went to church but had no preacher. Spent the 
day and night in pious reading and reflection, deeply im-
pressed with the uncertainty of  human life and human af-
fairs. 

Monday 30: Spent the day mainly in reading etc. Money is 
scarce and I am hard put to it to collect enough to answer my 
present necessity.
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Tuesday 1: "Tempus fugit” another year has passed. I am one 
year nearer my grave. I have additional reasons for gratitude to 
Him to whom I am accountable for all my actions, whether they 
be good or evil, for the rich blessings and privileges of  another 
year, and I am happy to feel that I can render my thanks with 
more devotion than I have ever done before. No family affliction 
has occurred since my last Birthday and I have one more son, a 
fine promising, healthy boy. Some trouble and much anxiety has 
befallen me in my office lately by the insidious and wicked 
machinations of  some of  those concerned with me in the Insur-
ance Co. but being conscious of  right I feel secure and will pre-
vail over my enemy at last. The stoppage of  business cuts me 
out of  my salary of  $800  a year which was a great assistance to 
me, but I can live. I have not been confined with sickness one 
day in the year and have not had to call in a physician to my 
large family. My children are growing up around me in health 
and affectionate cheerfulness and I ought to be happy, and I sup-
pose for the greater part of  my time am more happy than most 
persons.

CAMDEN WETLANDS

❖ “I am reading Prescotts History of  the Conquest of  
Peru in which I am much interested. Every scholar 
should read it.”

❖ Written by one of  America's great historians, this 
gripping chronicle draws upon the firsthand accounts 
of  eminent 16th-century captains and statesmen to 
relate the overthrow of  the Inca empire by the Spanish 
adventurers under Pizarro's command. Rich in vivid 
anecdotes, it recaptures the glories of  Inca society 
before European contact.
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Wednesday 2: In a state of  restlessness I spent the day. I am 
endeavoring to get the division of  the assets of  our Company, 
so that I can get the use of  the means some $1500. which is 
due me on my stock but it is difficult to get all the stockhold-
ers represented at the same time. I cannot well get off  to at-
tend to other business until that is disposed of  and I am com-
paratively doing nothing.

Thursday 3: In like manner. The weather is very rainy and 
rather warm

Friday 4: I paid to P. H. Rounsville amount dft. and protest 
drawn last summer and lately protested at N. O., dft. and ex-
penses $47.42. Paid D. W. Fellows $7.00 for bbl. flour, and 
$2.00 for sugar.

Saturday 5: I enclosed to Hugh at Frankfort $10., for P.O. 
envelopes 80¢, for apples 10¢., Morris Langstone $2.00 bill 
which I owed him as we came up from ElDorado.

Sunday 6: In like manner. I am reading Prescotts History of  
the Conquest of  Peru in which I am much interested. Every 
scholar should read it.

Monday 7: In like manner. I have the backing of  more than 
half  of  the stock holders to have a division made, indeed 
there is but one that is Vaughan that troubles me and I think 
he is getting tired of  it. I feel more, safe against his wicked in-
tentions than I did. Paid M. Martin for 6 bushels of  corn at 
80¢ per bu. $20.80 -

Tuesday 8: As usual. Weather disagreeable, warm for the 
season -

Wednesday 9: Rec’d of  Lightfoot on Thoms hire $20. Fine 
river and boats plentiful, but little to carry -

Thursday 10: Paid Hodge $2.00 for finding my watch. Stin-
son 15¢ for fob ribbon and J. M. Gee $10 on my note for pro-
visions. Rec’d of  Simms on hauling acct. $2.50. A fine clear 
frosty morning and delightful day. I am now getting my fire-
wood with both the men and fitting up things about the 
house. I have them since Tuesday a week ago. I paid back to 
R. G. Smith $80 of  money borrowed from him. Weather 
clear and pleasant, more so than heretofore this fall.

Friday 11: I spent the day mostly in arranging little cash 
matters. I have been so punctual now for some time that it, 
annoys me greatly to have to put off  or borrow. But I cannot 
collect. I spent the evening pleasantly at the Division which I 
attend strictly when at home

Saturday 12: I returned D. W. Fellows $45. gold which I 
borrowed of  him on Thursday. I borrowed of  B. T. Powel 
$50. and gave him my due bill for that with $13. Williams 
stage fare to landing. Collected of  Simmons bal. for halling 
$2.50 which settles all between us a day or two since. Rec’d 
of  Stevens hire $7.25. I have Tom & Steven getting my win-
ter wood and making little repairs about the place. The oxen 
I bought for this purpose and my old waggon serves -

Sunday 13: I rode out to the Country. I had remained at 
home and brooded over disagreeable things in the way of  
money matters for the last month, that I felt a ride this pleas-
ant weather would help me both bodily and mentally. So I 
went out to Mr. Jettons in Union about 22 miles and spent 
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the night. I had never been out through this section before. It 
is all new to me.

Monday 14: I obtained from Mr. Jetton drafts $800 and 
$400 on C. W. Phelps & Co. payable lst Jany. of  his note to 
M. Mims which I hold, $800 of  this is my own on acct. pur-
chase of  girl Mary last spring, the $400 is due to my receipt 
when collected. And returned home a good deal refreshed, 
altho somewhat fatigued. These bills if  paid will relieve my 
many engagements, and I am more at my ease.

Tuesday 15: I spent the day mainly in superintending the 
little repairs about my stable lot fencing.

Wednesday 16: I sold to Mr. J. M. Carr 240 acres land in 
Drew County at $5.50 per acre $20 cash and $162.93 by dft. 
on S. O. Nelson & Co., lst Feby. and notes with 10 percent 
int. at one and 2 years. This little sale will help me, and I feel 
less anxious about money matters.

Thursday 17: I made title bond. Cotton is falling and 
money almost out of  the question. Supplies for us who live in 
town have fallen greatly in price -

Friday 18: Paid for Susans Christmas Tree 20 cts. Paid back 
last of  $160 at sundry payment to R. B. Smith money bor-
rowed as per due bill. Attended the Division as usual and had 
a good meeting. We have a struggle to maintain a respectable 
Division here, but I am satisfied that it has had a good effect. 
It is one of  the means of  preserving good order in our City.

Saturday 19: I spent the day as usual, doing but little and 
of  course not very happily -

Sunday 20: As usual. I attended Methodist Church with 
Ann. Balance of  the day instructing the children and reading. 
The weather has been pleasant for several days.

Monday 21: Paid Works for butter $1.00.  Money matters 
very tight, but not ruinously so as yet. Cotton falling which 
will make things worse. 10¢ for middling in the market N.O.

Tuesday 22: In like manner. Weather still good. River navi-
gable all the supplies coming at a greatly reduced price.

Wednesday 23: Bought a hog at 6¢ per lb. $8.50 and left 
change $1.50 in Gees hands on my acct. Paid P.O. Stamps 
60¢, Henry dues 25¢. I have a fine supply of  wood now but it 
melts away like a snowbank. I am looking anxiously for a divi-
sion of  the effects of  our Company so that I can get to doing 
something else-

Thursday 24: I spent the day mostly in doors, quite a heavy 
warm snowfall, the first this season -

Friday 25: CHRISTMAS once more I have lived to see, 
and here, sober, composed, warmed only by the strong excite-
ment of  the tender affections of  an innocent and obedient 
family and offspring we meet with the happy salutations of  a 
Christmas morning. The little ones each ascertaining what 
has been deposited in their little stockings hanging around 
the fire, and calling out each with childish exclamations of  in-
nocent and unalloyed pleasure at the gifts of  St. Claus. We 
spent the day at home quietly and happily. A fire occurred in 
town which consumed B. Powells livery stable, which but for 
the snow on the houses would have been a destructive one.
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Saturday 26: Paid Madame Gaspar $5.50 for trimmings for 
Anns dress. Borrowed some money from Scales and White 
for which I gave due bill. A pleasant day again, and snow 
melting. The weather mild. The hired negroes coming in, al-
ways crowd us at this time.

Sunday 27: I spent the day at the fireside, not feeling well, 
and low spirited. Clara is afflicted with a distressing cold, and 
as usual it is now settling on her lungs, which alarms me and 
she is so averse to taking any, even a simple remedy, or wean-
ing the child who exhausts her every night that I don't know 
what to do. I have a gloomy foreboding -

Monday 28: A rather warm and quite rainy morning. I 
rec’d on Satday last a P. O. draft from Mr. Agee for $246.09 
which I enclosed by the mail of  that day to Whitlock & Co. 
New York, in order that I may draw against it., and prepara-
tory to do an exchange business.

Tuesday 29: I spent the day in like manner -

Wednesday 30: As usual. Weather still mild. Hard up for 
money and collecting very slowly. Settled my accounts for 
‘55, ‘56 and ‘57 with Logan and Ponder $20.84 by a credit 
on the note of  J. H. Logan which I hold. Paid for Certificate 
of  acknowledgment from A. 30¢ - On P.O. warrant to P. 
Agee $57.50 and cert. of  seal by the Clerk of  Power of  Atty 
50¢. Paid Agee also $15. on note for Newton -

Thursday 31: As usual. We have had some days of  warm 
wet weather, but now clear and pleasant. The tableau gotten 
up by the tutoresses at the Institute and for which I paid 

$1.00 for the admission of  Clara and myself  came off  to-
night and Susan acted her part well. Her mind is developing 
itself  very fast as well as her person, She is taking lessons in 
music on the piano, and improving fast in her other studies. 
She possesses more vivacity than either of  my older daugh-
ters. She also begins to be interested in promiscuous reading.
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Chapter 7

Donati’s Comet. One of  the brightest and most visible 

comets of  the 19th century; it was discovered by 

Giovanni Donati on June 2, 1858, brightened to 

magnitude -1 in September 1858, reached perihelion on 

September 30, came closest to Earth (0.5 AU) on 

October 9, and was last seen on March 4, 1859. Around 

the time of  closest approach the Earth, the comet 

developed a prominent dust tail, up to 60° long and 

curved like a scimitar, for which it is best remembered. 
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Friday 1:  I arose this morning to greet the New Year, sur-
rounded by the richest blessings permitted to us of  an earthly 
character, an interesting and affectionate family, all in good 
health and cheerfulness, enjoying the respect of  our neighbors, a 
competency of  the necessaries of  life, and receiving very satisfac-
tory accounts of  the welfare and prospects of  those children 
who are absent, I rejoice that I have a heart to feel profound 
gratitude to the Giver of  all good for such blessings.

No event of  particular importance has occurred within the past 
year except the birth of  my fine little son Edwin, who is an un-
commonly fine child of  his age. I commence the labors of  an-
other year in buoyant spirits and high hopes for my family, 
which is all earthly that I live for now. My income is equal to my 
expenses besides some rise in property, by practicing strict econ-
omy and devoting myself  very vigilantly and incessantly to my 
business concerns. And I have no dread about the performance 
of  honest and successful labor.

CAMDEN RIVER BOTTOMS

❖ “This day as an anniversary seems to be forgotten as 
probably it ought. The events of  the day were glorious 
for our country, but prepared the way for civil disasters 
while, this government never will recover from by the 
military destruction of  Andrew Jackson.”

❖ The Battle of  N. Orleans occurred on Jan. 8, 1815 
and was the final battle of  the War of  1812. 
Americans, commanded by Major General Andrew 
Jackson, defeated an invading British Army intent on 
seizing N. O. and the vast territory the United States 
had acquired with the Louisiana Purchase.
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Saturday 2: I have again got the papers of  the Ins. Co. to 
fix up, and am hard at work. The shafts of  malice, which 
were so insidiously attempted to be brought to bear against 
me, are about to recoil and my persecutor Vaughan is begin-
ning to feel the effects of  it while I am fully sustained by the 
stockholders and this community. It is a difficult matter to ad-
just the division of  the notes and securities among so many 
stockholders, scarcely any two holding the same amount of  
interest-

Sunday 3: I attended the Baptist Church and heard a good 
sermon by Mr. Lee of  Pine Bluff.

Monday 4: Rec’d of  Edmund $1.00, same of  Thom, $1.25, 
of  Lightfoot $25.00 and Mrs. Rounsaville 50¢. Paid quarterly 
dues to P. office 75¢. I gave the negroes the whole week holi-
day this time, the 1st days of  the Christmas being rainy. Most 
of  then are hired out again. Dr. Laman keeps Cy at $90. 
Lewis Burnham keeps Lucy and Edmund at $170. Wm. 
Woodruff  takes Edmund & Polly at $110. Richmond keeps 
Willis at $200. Dr. Stone takes James at $50. Harris at the tav-
ern takes Louisa on trial at $1.00 per mo. They are all to be 
clad, taxes paid and ordinary doctoring, but if  any case of  se-
rious sickness occurs, I on being notified take the expense of  
the physician and control of  the case. I omitted Ann. Thos 
Lightfoot takes her at $110. Thom & Steven I hire by the day 
month or job. A very wet day -

Tuesday 5: Weather mild. My mind much relieved by get-
ting towards an adjustment of  our Company matters. Dr. Wil-
liams controls the arrangement and I have no trouble with 

him for he understands it and can explain the matter as it pro-
gresses to any who may wish to know and correct the errone-
ous statements made by some of  my adversaries as to the sol-
vency of  the notes I took and which had been pronounced 
worthless by way of  affecting me injuriously. I went to church 
with Clara tonight.

Wednesday 6: A most delightful day, after a light white 
frost. Business lively and active in the City, altho great lack of  
money to make it go easy. I rec’d last week 1 bbl. mol., 1 bbl 
sugar and box candles by Steamboat McPar, McCollum paid 
the bill and I owe it to him about $35. Paid  J. Proctor $1. for 
a bushel of  meal and pd. Henry his quarter for cutting wood. 
This plan has various small uses. It keeps him partly em-
ployed, is fine exercise to develop his muscles, etc. Learns 
him to count change, and deal in money, and teaches him 
that there is no harm in doing any little labor which may be 
expedient.

Thursday 7: Paid my City tax $22.97 which includes Wil-
liams poll and street tax. Settled account for labor done by 
my hands for the corporation $27.45. Rec’d hire of  Thom 
$2.50 and Steven $1.00 -

Friday 8: This day as an anniversary seems to be forgotten 
as probably it ought. The events of  the day were glorious for 
our country, but prepared the way for civil disasters while, 
this government never will recover from by the military de-
struction of  Andrew Jackson. I paid P. Agee on P.O. warrant 
$25, for two pieces of  music for Susan, 50¢. The weather is 
still mild

283

http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/today/jan08.html
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/today/jan08.html


After the Battle of  New Orleans, in 1815, the Place d' Armes was re-
named Jackson Square after the victorious United States general Andrew 
Jackson. In the center of  the park stands an equestrian statue of  Jackson 

erected in 1856, one of  four identical statues in the United States by the 
sculptor Clark Mills.

Saturday 9: Rec’d of  Thoms hire $2.25. I am closely en-
gaged now in making out estimates for the division of  the 
assts of  the Ins. Co. Vaughan has run his race in the matter 
and we are getting on agreeably in winding up the business. 
We are dividing $41. profits net for the 3 years since we com-
menced, besides suppose 2 percent reserved fund -

Sunday 10: I went to church (Bap) and spent the day com-
fortably. Ann has taken cold. She has a cough which renders 
me anxious about her when she has cold. Heavy rains-

Monday 11: I settled my note to Vaughan as commission 
Int. improvement, being the renewal of  the 1st note for my 
lots in Camden and now amounting to $428.38 with J. D. 
Hill by giving him L. B. Greens note for near the same 
amount and my due bill for balance, which latter note I rec’d 
from Ins. Co. towards my stock --

Tuesday 12: I settled my note with P. McCollum & Co. for 
some $650, or $660 in full up to 1st Jan’y and received my 
own notes for what I owed the Ins. Co. say $1420, which I 
cancelled. I am now settling with the stockholders which I 
represent in division, to each his share of  the notes and have 
been able to do so very satisfactorily to them. I am also pay-
ing off  my own debts about town very fast with my own 
share of  the assets. We are likely to have a large overflow. 
More rain last night and the river still rising fast altho out of  
the banks now --
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Wednesday 13: A very damp morning and mild. River still 
going up. Settled with T. N. Lightfoot for Thoms hire up to 
date, taking his note for balance due $27.50. 1 paid over the 
division of  assets to G. H. Stinson, stockholder, and had to 
give my own due bill for about $30 to make the amount fit 
with that sum however, I will be entitled to a credit out of  the 
means on hand to be divided.

Thursday 14: I am doing but little except making settle-
ments. I am turning over debts to meet debts to some 
amount and leisurely waiting for things to work around so 
that I can get my means in a fix to use them to advantage. 
Altho at a loss to get in money due me I feel very comfortable 
that I am in a situation to avoid distress in the present crisis, 
the first time I have been easy and not caught by every crisis. 
Even if  I make but little I can make things balance and stand 
safe.

Friday 15: Rec’d of  Steven hire $6. and Thom $7. and am 
advised by William that he has received $100 of  L. & Frier-
son, N. Orleans on acct. Jetsom drafts -

Saturday 16: In like manner. Weather mild and pleasant. 
Everything green in the garden and the cabbage, collards 
and mustard all going to seed. Things beginning to work out 
in my favor in the Ins. Co. Dr. Williams and myself  still work-
ing at the estimates of  division, etc.

Sunday 17: Went to church as usual. Passed the day hap-
pily. All getting over the colds, coughs, etc.

Monday 18:  Received 50 bushels corn from N. Orleans, 
costing 50¢ and freight, etc. 80¢ at home. Paid for bill to S. B. 
McRae $55.52 for articles brought up, 1 bale of  hay from 
Powell at the landing $5.15 and $13.00 on due bill to Powell, 
making $18.15 which I paid to Boat for Powell and which 
makes us even - Paid J. Vaughan by order Ins. Co. $100 on 
his note, and rec’d on some order $40, paid for apples $1.00 
at 20 cts. per doz. Paid  J. D. Hill due bill $18.00, Henry dues 
50¢. Remitted to Sheriff  Hot Springs Co. on taxes $10.

Tuesday 19: Spent the day as usual. We have had heavy 
rains and the river is high and rising. I fear I shall lose most 
of  my stock in the bottom.

Wednesday 20:  In like manner. River at usual high water 
mark. Weather pleasant and I am in good heart about my af-
fairs, I am getting my cash matters up fast.

Thursday 21:  In like manner. We have made a new organi-
zation of  the Ins. Co. and I am appointed President. Stock-
holders well pleased, etc. I agree to make good about $50 
doubtful means to the Company and pay $25 additional for 
the privilege of  the Charter, on account of  which I become 
responsible to the Co. to redeem $75 certificates still out and 
unredeemed

Friday 22: Started up to Dallas on mule Kit, Crossed the 
river among the first on horseback since the rise. River is go-
ing down very slowly and bottoms bad. Went on to Mr. 
Stokes for the night and spent it happily in fine health and 
good spirits.
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Saturday 23:  Went on to Princeton and did some business, 
thence to J. J. Harris’. Went out to look at my old place which 
is greatly out of  repairs. Expect to rent it to Mr. H. Rain all 
evening, retired and stayed with Dr. Harris for the night. 
Thoms hire $3.75.

Sunday 24: Dined with Mr. Martin and rode up to Morris 
Smiths in the evening.

Monday 25: Obtained from Mr. Smith a draft at five 
months for $300 and one hundred cash on the half  section 
of  land sold him heretofore in Hot Springs Co. Was bothered 
with his particularity about the deed. Came on to Princeton, 
paid my taxes $27.80 by Col. Hanleys assessment to Hollo-
way, which amount I credited on his note, rode out to Mr. 
Stokes for the night on my way home, in haste to cross the 
river before it gets too high again. Extraordinary rain for the 
last two nights -

Tuesday 26: Returned to Camden. Paid turnpike and ferri-
age 40¢.  Found all well and that Thom had gotten home 3 
cows and calves, with two others of  my cattle, safe from the 
overflow.  This much more than I expected.  Weather clear 
again and mild.  Sent W. Conley to pay taxes $7.00 ---

Wednesday 27:  Rec’d of  D. Newton $10 returned which I 
had paid him on I. Newtons order on account of  $41. which 
he set up some time back for taking Insurance which was re-
fused.

Thursday 28: Rec’d of  Dr. Rounsaville $2.50 Thoms hire 2 
days. Paid R. Agee $60 on note for P. O. warrant. Paid John 

Tobin $5. on account of  overdrawn by that amt. on Loyd & 
Frierson -

Friday 29: Closed up with White & Scales in full my due 
bills for cash advanced me $271.10, also their store account 
$38.95 by draft on Whitlock & Co. New York. River rising 
fast -

Saturday 30: Rec’d of  John Works his note for hire $110.91 
as follows cash 107.30, for sweet potatoes last spring $3.00 
and butter this winter 60¢, Paid Matlock & Co. acct. $26.37 
and J. M. Brooks $7.45. We have one of  the extraordinary 
freshets in the Ouachita.  Just begins to turn down today. 
Steam boat running to Arkadelphia. Stock largely destroyed 
and I fear much damage to plantations. No mails across the 
country and travelling stopped. Rec'd of  Stevens hire $4. and 
paid P. Agee $15.55 in full of  due bill for P. O. Warrant.

Sunday 31: Mr. Williams and his sister Mary called today 
from a boat up the river. The Ouachitta is at its very highest 
point several feet higher than ever I expected to see it and 
there is not a chance to cross it only by boat. It is a perfect 
flood, Mr. W. went across - Mary remains until the river can 
be crossed - Went to church as usual -
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Monday 1:  A rainy day again tho still without freezing, only 
chilly.

Tuesday 2: I spent the day as usual. I am getting over the little 
pressure which annoyed me for a month or 2 past, but still am 
making very slow collections.

Wednesday 3: Paid over to D. W. Fellows for C. W. Fitz $100 
out of  money rec’d on E. K. Hardings draft and received by But-
ler S. B. Tauro $272.99 balance to credit Ins. Co. with Frielson, 
Stevenson, & Co. N. O. Also $100 bill which had been sent 
down to them some time since all this was assigned to me on di-
vision, subject to my refunding Fitz $150 which he deposited 
with me to make good the draft, which he had endorsed to the 
Company -

Thursday 4: Rec’d premiums on Exchange paper money 
$5.40 and paid note and balance of  account $32.50 and Jones & 
Co. $4.75. We had on yesterday quite a drift of  snow, following 
rain, did not lie long, but the whole country is a slosh, light frost 
last night and clear morning, which is very pleasant after such a 
time of  clouds rain and snow. Little Clara quite sick.

BUTTER

❖ “Paid McRae Steamboat for l/2 firkin butter”
❖ A firkin is a wooden barrel type of  container used to 

store and bury butter . .sometimes for years at a 
time.The firkin owed its popularity as a bulk butter 
container because it permitted the storage of  butter 
without quality impairment and without refrigeration. 
A firkin was a unit of  mass by which butter was sold 
equal to 56 pounds.
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Friday 5: Paid note to J. G. Scales, pl. and int. $53.25 and 
sent by letter on Steamboat to William at N. O. $20.

Saturday 6: Bought County Scrip at 20 percent for which I 
paid J. M. Gee for H. Moss $11. Pd. for marketing 30¢, store 
account to H. Green & Kellum $76.47 as follows, H. T. Hod-
nut fee $47.50, credit on their note to Ins. Co. which I hold 
$38.67, remitted by letter on boat by way of  N. Orleans to 
Col. Morgan, Kentucky Military Institute, D. W. Fellows 
draft on Fellows & Co. for $50 and $20 cash. Pd. Hill $l.25 
for shoes for Dick. Collected $61 or rather settled that 
amount heretofore borrowed by credit on note of  H. Green 
and Kellum to Ins. Co. as above. Of  D. W. Fellows $105 on 
account of  Dr. Lamars draft which I let him have for collec-
tion. Of  Mr. Rounsaville for use of  oxen and waggon $2.25. 
Of  Morris Smith and of  his draft less $7.80 int. on Hender-
son Terry & Co. N. O. $292.20 which goes as a credit on my 
note to them.

Sunday 7: Rec’d of  Stevens hire $5. Paid 25¢ bottle Jones 
Carminative. Weather still mild tho it rains heavily about 
once a week. The largest rise in the river known for many 
years just beginning to go down -

Monday 8: Paid J. S. H. Rainy balance of  my third note to 
J. Vaughan for my lot $219.49 as follows, Vaughan note to A. 
T. Lane & Co. which I hold for collection, $174.49 - $45 in 
cash and exchange and remitted to Bullett & Fairthorn draft 
on Whitlock & Co. for the amount.

Tuesday 9: I started to Eldorado to visit my dear daughter 
and her family and reached there at sunset, a cold dreary 

day, not freezing but drisling rain, found all well and spent 
the night in the enjoyment of  that affectionate kindness 
which it but seldom falls to the lot of  man to experience. 
They have moved to a farm in the neighborhood and are 
highly prosperous -

Wednesday 10:  I spent most of  the day with Margt. and 
the children, two smart little blackeyed. girls -

Thursday 11: I went to the office with Mr. Carleton to ex-
amine an important case with him. The afternoon I re-
mained with Margt. Weather is dreary and damp and cloudy 

Friday 12:  After a heavy rain a disagreeable day. Spent the 
day happily with the family and congratulated myself  on pos-
sessing such a daughter, and rejoiced to see her contented 
and prosperous, paid Mr. C. $41. for I. Newton -

Saturday 13: In the afternoon I rode out to Dr. LaMarrs on 
my way home. Rec’d very hospitable treatment and slept 
sound and composed with a grateful heart for the blessings I 
am enjoying, tho with a little mixture of  regret at parting 
with Margaret -

Sunday 14: After breakfast started home, was pestered with 
a crick which delayed me but reached home before dark and 
found all well except little Clara, who is still laboring under a 
bowel complaint which has reduced her a good deal -

Monday 15: Rec’d from D. W. Fellows a draft on Fellows & 
Co. $101.92 for which I gave him my due bill, and sent the 
dft. to McCutcheon Howell & Co. in payment of  balance of  
their claim against J. H. Scoggin, adm. Jones estate, and this I 
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advanced for him to be made up when we have a settlement. 
It has turned off  clear and pleasant.

Tuesday 16: I spent the day as usual at home. Little Clara is 
getting better.

Wednesday 17: I sent by John Tobin to William $60. Ten-
nessee Paper, at least the proceeds of  it. M. T. going to sell it 
for me. Paid McRae Steamboat for l/2 firkin butter, Goshen 
at 30¢ per lb. and 1 bale of  hay at 20 per ton. Bill & freight 
$19.55 -

Thursday 18: Spent the day at my ease doing but little. 
Planted Irish potatoes. Weather warm and spring like, some 
peaches blooming -

Friday 19: Enclosed to the address of  J. H. Hall, lottery 
agent at N.Y. $5.00, a singular fancy came over my mind that 
I would draw something and I went it blind. I bought $30 
County Scrip for $24 and the Scrip bears 6 per cent interest -

Saturday 20: Colton's large Atlas for which I had sub-
scribed came today for which I paid $15. I think it the better 
plan to lay such things before my children. It affords fine op-
portunity of  reference and indeed for studying geography 
and to make it available I am going on with the children in it, 
discussing everything we come to and giving them all the in-
terest and information I can impart, on the subject, and we 
are all rubbing up faster than they did at school. I am making 
a sort of  practical matter of  it and spend each night about 1 
1/2  hours at it. With a large family like mine it does much -

Sunday 21: Rec’d from Thoms hire $7.50 and from Steven 
$5. Spent the day as usual with the family. We have 4 or 5 
steam boats at the landing and Camden is quite a city.

Monday 22: Paid C. W. Fitz $46.12 balance of  draft of  
Harding. This is a day of  hard freeze, a stormy North wind 
blew up yesterday evening and in 10 minutes it changed from 
a pleasant temperature to cold, a complete Texas Norther, I 
imagine. Rec’d of  Lightfoot $10 Scrip -

Tuesday 23: A very cold morning thick ice in the vessels 
about the house. Clear and dry. At the office constantly not 
doing much but trying to collect and keep matters up 
straight. I have got most of  my taxes paid in the out counties

Wednesday 24: Paid $5. for 10 lbs. tobacco, this will do me 
for the year. Another hard freeze last night. I have rec’d some 
fees lately and read law occasionally, especially the 18 vol. of  
Arkansas Reports lately published -

Thursday 25: I collected of  P. McCollum & Co. on note 
balance to Ins. Co. on settlement $99.75. I an now relieved 
from the disagreeable struggle about money which was 
forced upon me by sudden stoppage of  operations in the Ins. 
Co. for I had all the means I could raise in that concern and 
was prevented from the use of  any of  them - The books be-
ing out of  my hands -

Friday 26: I exchanged notes with L. B. Elliott; his note to 
Hodnutt & Co. (in my hands for collection) for the note of  
Henry James and I paid him $1.57 the difference between 
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the two notes. Paid Gee $3.00 for one bbl. potatoes, also to 
Jordan & Co. for sweet potato seeds $1.50 -

Saturday 27: I gave up to J. Green note on C. B. Green, bal-
ance pl. and int. $38.60 which I held (Ins. Co.) and credited 
my own note to J.B. Green with the amount and paid $13.50 
for $15. Scrip -

Sunday 28: I collected of  T. L. Logan on his note to Burch 
which I bought last year $14.11 and rec’d from him the bal-
ance in other notes at 10 percent discount due 1st Jany next 
and int. We have had another sudden change of  weather, not 
unlike the northers which prevail further South and West. 
Quite a hard freeze, dry day -
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Monday 1:  Spent the day as usual except that I am suffering 
mentally great uneasiness about Hugh, having received a letter 
advising that his class in the Military Institute had taken offense 
and left and also that he had the measles at the time. I am grati-
fied at the return of  William from N. Orleans, the 1st course of  
lectures are over and he returns much improved and in fine 
health.

Tuesday 2: Sent to Hugh at Frankfort, Ky. in his mothers letter 
$5. Rec’d of  Mr. Bullock from Col. Hanley on note to me $20. I 
am now drawing on New York. I keep an account with B & E. 
A. Whitlock & Co., place funds in their hands on which I draw 
at 2 percent profit -

Wednesday 3: Handed Hubert of  Warren, $10 to pay taxes in 
Bradley. Paid for P. O. envelopes 80 cts.

Thursday 4: I am restless to hear from Hugh, but no letter yet, 
I would be too happy now if  I could hear that he is all well and 
doing well again. I am doing but little business just now but am 
getting my affairs into better condition than ever before since I 
began to scatter and trade. I continue in vigorous health of  

ARKANSAS SPRING

❖ “The weather has cleared away and we are enjoying a 
delightful spring season. Vegetation putting forth 
rapidly and everything is exerting vivifying influences 
around our cheerful humble home. “
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body and mind with perhaps only a slight difference in my 
memory which I can perceive is failing in some particulars, 
names for instance.

Friday 5: Spent the day rather slothfully, the weather is 
warmer and relaxing which I feel sensitively -

Saturday 6: Warm and cloudy. I feel relaxed and drowsy. 
Looking with anxious hopes as usual to the coming in of  the 
mail in hopes of  hearing from my beloved son, Hugh. Was 
this evening relieved by receiving a letter from Hugh advising 
that the difficulty in the Institute is settled, the class restored 
and he is well and going on as usual. So I can breathe freer 
and sleep more quietly. This is the first season of  anxiety I 
have experienced for same cause, since my sons have been at 
school, and it seems Hugh was right in this. I gave to Snapp, 
Clerk of  the Steamboat Bluff  City a $100 bill which was 
thrown on my hands in winding up the affairs of  the Ins. Co., 
Manchester Bank bill, and which has just now risen to par in 
New Orleans to be changed, and to purchase me one bedsted 
and 2 mattresses. 1 rec’d of  Mr. Rounsville for use of  oxen 
50¢, of  Thoms hire $9., and Steven $4.50 -

Sunday 7: After a refreshing nights sleep I awoke with joy-
ous and thankful feelings, a burden of  dread being removed 
from my mind. The day however was blustering and cold af-
ter a good deal of  rain during the night. I went to Baptist 
Church where there were but a few assembled and spent the 
day mostly at my own fireside instructing the children and re-
flecting and philosophizing on the uncertainty and the vicissi-
tudes of  life -

Monday 8: I spent the day as usual of  late, not doing much 
but working to bring all my matters up so that I can avoid fu-
ture trouble. I deal mainly for cash and let nothing stand over 
for payment longer than due. I keep an account in New York 
and charge for Exchange two per cent. I also occasionally 
buy some uncurrent money. I am collecting slowly and pay-
ing out rapidly, but feel easier in pecuniary matters, than I 
have done for the greater part of  my life. Indeed it has been 
my fixed policy since I came to Camden to get even if  possi-
ble and keep so, and I find at this advanced age it is neces-
sary and tends much to my happiness to do so. I shall not, 
nor does my inclination lead me to grasp after fortune with 
so desperate a struggle as when I was younger.

Tuesday 9: I paid for some goods at auction $2.30. Hard 
frost again two nights past. Days clear -

Wednesday 10:  Spent the day as usual. Paid account to 
Hollis & Co. $7.40.

Thursday 11: I sent by J. M. White $200 silver to be sold at 
N. Orleans, and he to use the proceeds and account to me. 
Paid bill to Steam boat McRae for lard, hay and freight 
$11.65 for goods at auction (A. Hills) $5.45 and rec’d of  D. 
W. Fellows part paid below on Carrs draft $80. I purchased 
at Fred Williams sale a fine bedsted old style for $10.50 and 
bed, mattress and furniture for $26.50. I have now to make 
some provision for William. I told him also that I would give 
him one of  the boys - Cy or Jim - He is going on with Dr. 
McElrath in a sort of  uncertain situation but it is the best 
chance he has for improvement. He promises much as a gen-
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tleman and has fine address for a practitioner, but his want of  
minute inquiry in his studies still adheres to him. I feel a very 
deep interest in his movements now -

Friday 12: I paid for goods at auction $4.30 and for redemp-
tion of  certificate (Ins. Co.) $5.00. I also rec’d from D. W. Fel-
lows $135.75 balance paid below on Carr draft which I let 
him have to collect.

Saturday 13: Paid Dr. Burford $1.00 for taking care of  my 
ox, sent to Hugh in Susan’s letter $5.00 and received of  Ste-
vens hire $1. Things are going on easily with me now, and I 
feel happy -

Sunday 14: The weather is fine, vegetation springing, 
planted balance of  my Irish potatoes yesterday and the gar-
den begins to show signs of  industry. I attended Baptist 
Church as usual -

Monday 15: Spent the day as usual, except that I read some 
other newspapers than usual -

Tuesday 16: I settled with Mr. Rounsaville my contribution 
in work to the Presbyterian Church $17.70. We are all in 
good health and cheerful. A happy family. I have just re-
ceived another letter from Hugh who is well and seems to be 
doing well. I have also seen an account of  the late difficulty 
at the Institute in the Louisville Journal, giving as the class 
say a correct account of  it, written mainly by Hugh, and well 
done, brought out by some notices of  a paper at Frankfort, 
doing injustice to the Cadets, as they are concerned -

Wednesday 17: I bought a $100 Tennessee Bill for $92. 
and rec’d a fee for counsel $5.00 from a Mr. Stocks. I at-
tended a Democratic Convention tonight. Had some amuse-
ment as a bystander. This election day for Judge of  this Cir-
cuit, - neither candidate fit for the place. Voted reluctantly 
for Green, who is the best chance of  the two - both Demo-
crats. The opposition brought out no Candidate for no one 
qualified would throw himself  into such a contest -

Thursday 18: We have rain again today, after a heavy rain 
Tues. night, fine river and plenty of  good boats, all the time. 
Weather pleasant and mild and Camden active. I paid to 
Mimms for J.G. Scales $100 to be credited on my note to 
Scales for Ins. Co. stock -

Friday 19: Paid to Gee for 2 hams $3.65, rec’d on yesterday 
of  stock $5., a counsel fee, of  Thoms hire $14. and rec’d of  
C. Scott for White $200. for money advanced to him a few 
days ago. Attended the Division as I almost always do. There 
are but a small number of  us who attend regularly, and it is 
with difficulty we keep up the division, but I see good results 
flowing from our organization. They may be unknown even 
to those who are under such influences but still they exist and 
excesses are more rare in our town than any place of  the 
same size I know of  at present -

Saturday 20: Rec’d and paid to acct. of  D. W. Fellows 
$3.50 for Mr. Carleton and to Bluff  City bill for bedsted, mat-
tresses etc. $21.50 and rec’d balance of  $100 bill sent to be 
exchanged by Snapp the Clerk, $81.50 - The weather is 
cloudy and warm.
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Sunday 21: Paid to McRae bill of  hay $12.25 and sent by J. 
Tobin Clerk of  the boat to New Orleans $100 Tenn. bill to 
try to exchange it in New Orleans. Paid my faithful son 
Henry 50¢ for last two weeks. I went to Baptist Church, 
morning and evening service. The children go to Sunday 
School before the morning service which I encourage, believ-
ing it to be one of  the most useful institutions of  all the mod-
ern efforts to reform the masses of  our people. I believe if  
half  the exertions were made to keep up and properly carry 
out Sunday Schools, that we see in attempting to get church 
members, the results would be of  much more general good. 
Early impressions of  that kind will have their influence 
through life. And the disorderly chaps who are apt to be 
found in mischief  on the streets on the Sabbath would in 
many instances keep out of  evil associations and conduct. It 
strikes at the root of  evil. Rec’d of  Stevens hire $2.00. We 
have another heavy rain and the river is now above ordinary 
high water

Monday 22: Rec’d of  J. C. White $4. premiums on the 
$200 I let him have.

Tuesday 23: Bought $20 bill Tenn. at 8 per cent disct. from 
J. Jordan, and enclosed it to Hugh at Frankfurt and paid for 
envelopes for the children 80¢. The weather has cleared away 
and we are enjoying a delightful spring season. Vegetation 
putting forth rapidly and everything is exerting vivifying influ-
ences around our cheerful humble home. Paid dues to Divi-
sion 60¢ -

Wednesday 24: Spent the day as usual. Reading newspa-
pers mainly. I am now looking on with anxiety and pleasure 
at Williams movements. His habits are good, his principles 
sound and his sentiments just and generous. His progress in 
his professional attainments about as it has been heretofore in 
his other studies. He has more qualities of  the practitioner 
than of  the professor. He remains with Dr. McElrath and vis-
its his patients often and is sent out on his own account on 
some cases where his preceptor cannot attend.

Thursday 25: In like manner. Weather pleasant and we are 
progressing with our garden.

Friday 26: Rec’d of  Mond for County Scrip $4.05 being at 
the rate of  10 per cent disct. Rec’d of  fees retained in case of  
Lipscomb vs. Cullen & Grant $37.40 also on McCutcheon & 
Co. against same retained at 8 percent commission for collect-
ing $16.60 of  J. M. White for writing bill of  sale $2.50. At-
tended Division as usual,

Saturday 27: Spent the day as usual. Examined some 
points of  law -

Sunday 28: Rec’d of  Steven hire $8. & attended church 
with family as usual. 

Monday 29: Paid Mrs. Hay for balance of  tuition for last 
session $12. H. Cleam for seed potatoes sweet $4.25 - M. 
Mims balance in full on settlement of  his notes and letters 
draft etc. He is to return me my receipt for $400 in Jettons 
note of  $1200 being $77. Paid for umbrella at auction 65¢. 
Collected of  H. James on Elliotts note $10 to go towards H. 
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G. & Kellums collections and fees.  Collected of  H. Cleam 
$15. in full of  Jims hire while he had him and rec’d of  J. M. 
Brooks amount of  Rylands note for land $179.35.

Tuesday 30: Remitted draft to Whitney on Whitlock & Co. 
for $99.36 on money collected of  White, amount of  Judge 
Scotts acceptance. We had the big rain of  the season, the 
floods have torn up everything accompanied by very severe 
lightning and thunder - heavy hail-

Wednesday 31: Paid Jesse Proctor for 100 lbs. coffee $13., 
for 21 bu. corn of  McRae $15.65. At last trip of  McRae I re-
ceived some silver for paper as an accommodation and in 
making the change I rec’d $10 too much as I ascertained 
when I went to put it away. I ret'd the $10 today to Tobin, 
and rec’d $97. proceeds of  $100 Tenn. bill I had sent by him 
to be exchanged. I am passing my days easy industriously 
and contented not making a great deal but keeping my affairs 
up and square with all ---
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Thursday 1: A charming spring day. Everything looks ani-
mated and refreshed. I gave to John Tobin on the S. B. McRae 
$270 to buy Exchange on N. York at New Orleans. Paid 75¢ my 
quarterly P. O. Acct. This last heavy rain closes a series of  rains 
and high waters this season such as has not occurred for several 
years before in this country. Health has been good in the City 
and neighborhood. A few cases of  Pneumonia, and lately a few 
cases of  Typhoid fever, one of  which proved fatal -

Friday 2: Another delightful morning - nature is putting forth 
her new beauties very fast. River still high.

Saturday 3: I spent the day as usual. I paid on yesterday $2. 
for two chances in a gift enterprize started up here, a singular 
fancy took me at the time. I have all the time had a sort of  unac-
countable fancy for trying matters of  LUCK but after all have 
had to work out everything that I ever succeeded in by hand and 
diligent exertion. I paid for lard to Knowles $6.50 at 12 1/2¢ 
per lb. to Jesse Proctor, $5.32 for 2 hams at 14¢ per lb. I have 
never seen spring putting on her green suit faster - 

ON THE WAY TO NEW ORLEANS

❖ Oak Alley Plantation is a historic plantation located 
on the Mississippi River in the community of  
Vacherie, Louisiana. It is protected as a National 
Historic Landmark. It is named after its 
distinguishing feature, an alley or canopied path 
created by a double row of  live oaks about 800 feet 
(240 meters) long that was planted in the early 18th 
century, long before the present house was built. The 
alley runs between the house and the Mississippi 
River.
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Sunday 4: I went to church as usual, only it being the Pres-
byterian at the new church. A solemn occasion, the gathering 
together of  the scattering Presbyterians. I was pleased to see 
an organization of  that sort in our City. They had some very 
respectable preachers.

Monday 5: Paid $1.00 for two more numbers on the Enter-
prize and drew a fine pictorial Bible with some little school 
books. I am preparing to go to New Orleans on business but 
collections are difficult - 

Tuesday 6: Lent William $5.00 - He is setting in steadily to 
preparing himself  for making something but I have laid out 
as much in his education as I will be able to afford him in 
view of  the number of  children I have to educate. I will how-
ever lend him some money to prevent him from feeling him-
self  penniless.

Wednesday 7: Collected of  T. N. Lightfoot bal. on his note 
$19.80 for hire of  Thom last year - 

Thursday 8: Spent the day as usual, nothing worthy of  no-
tice occurring.

Friday 9: Bought two notes which I paid for at 15 percent 
disct. of  Knowles $71.00. Dues to Division S. T. 75¢. My 
wifes contribution to Baptist Church 50¢ --

Saturday 10: Paid for redemption certificate Ins. Co. $5. 
Rec'd of  T. Clark on note $26.95. Rec’d of  L. Morgan & Co. 
a draft on Loyd & Frierson for their note Ins. Co. $357.60. 
Made arrangements to go to N. Orleans from El Dorado 
Court -

Sunday 11: Travelled to ElDorado in buggy with Rainey 
and got to Mr. C.s after dark where I found Margt and the 
children complaining, but I am rejoiced to be with my dear 
child -

Monday 12: A disagreeable change in the weather. I am 
chilled. Attended Court, having my headquarters with 
Margt. I am pleased to have the opportunity of  spending a 
few, days with her, Mr. C. who is industrious at all times is 
particularly so now as he has both professional business and 
his farm on hand. He is all the time on the push. I hardly 
ever did see such a man -

Tuesday 13: I spent the day as usual. The weather is threat-
ening frost and indeed we are fearing a freeze -

Wednesday 14: As usual. I am examining a weighty negro 
case, called here the brass band case, the Avenath negroes for 
their freedom -

Thursday 15: I expected to have gotten off  for N. Orleans 
today, but am detained by the above case -

Friday 16: The weather a little more mild.  Margt. is better 
also the children -

Saturday 17: We argued the Brass band case and sustained 
our demurrer -

Sunday 18: Went to church with the family, a cool bluster-
ing cloudy day, and spent the evening with Margt and chil-
dren, cheerful & happy.
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Monday 19:  Attended Court again. The Term closed to-
day and I will return tomorrow with Lee Green the Judge, 
who by the by has got through pretty well for his first effort 
on the bench. Mr. Carleton gave me $40 to buy him some ar-
ticles at N. Orleans. We had another perfect flood of  rain last 
night washing everything before it.

Tuesday 20: I left McC’s early and in Judge Greens buggy 
came on crossing Smackover on the bridge to Millers Bluff  to 
avoid the creeks. I reached home in the evening much to my 
satisfaction and found all well except my little boy Ed who is 
suffering with a sore mouth and is fretful. I find also a letter 
from Hugh announcing that all is well with him. All going on 
right and my business matters, etc. so I am glad I came on 
home before I go below. I will now be at home when I might 
be waiting for a boat. We have a young calf  and some more 
milk, tho but a scanty supply of  it -

Wednesday 21: Paid P. Proctor for bacon $4.05. Remitted 
by mail to Sheriff  of  Bradley Co. $16.40 balance of  taxes 
from last year. Clara sent Hugh $1. in her letter and contrib-
uted $l. to Sunday School purposes. Paid 65¢ premium for 
old silver. Rec’d a draft on New York from McRae S. B. and 
enclosed same to Whitlock & Co. for $270. Of  Thoms hire 
$10 - of  Stevens $4. -----

Thursday 22: I spent the day as usual. I am preparing to go 
to N. Orleans by first good boat -

Friday 23:.In like manner. My little boy Ed is afflicted with 
a sore mouth - small pimples or blisters - which renders him 
restless and interrupts us very much in our sleep -

Saturday 24: I collected of  J. D. Hill amt. note and Int. of  
A. S. Barnum &, Co. New York $127.25 and remitted check 
on Whitlock & Co. for $124. proceeds in full. Paid Henry 50¢ 
weekly dues., Retained fees money collected for Nelson Lip-
scomb & Co. $37.12 for McCalchon Howell & Co. $16.60. 
Mild weather, scarcely a week has passed for three months 
without heavy rain.

Sunday 25: I attended church and spent the day with the 
family -

Monday 26: Left for N. Orleans on Steamer McRae. 
Cleared away, not only cool but cold. It is so seldom now that 
I leave home that I leave with reluctance, even on a trip to 
the City which formerly I looked to with delight. I feel the im-
portance of  my life to the large family so dependent upon 
me, and appreciate the dangers proportionately -

Tuesday 27: We are advancing on our trip very well, plenty 
of  water, a pleasant boat, good orderly passengers, and clever 
officers and crew. But the air is so cold there is but little satis-
faction in observing the beauties of  nature, and the novelty 
of  the scenery on shore -

Wednesday 28: Pursued our way as on yesterday. Day still 
cool. Mississippi excessively high. Levies breaking at different 
points, and doing great damage to the country -

Thursday 29: Reached the City in the afternoon, landed 
and got to our quarters at the Merchants Hotel kept by Dr. 
Baun, a good house, but altogether second rate in point of  
style and fashion. At it we are free and easy to go on our own 
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way and attend to business without the annoying formality 
and ceremony at the St. Charles.

Friday 30: I arose early and went out to see the City, a pleas-
ant day and I saw much which interested me. I made arrange-
ment for the Exchange of  my money in part, got 2 percent 
premium on old coin halves American -
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Saturday 1: I purchased various bills of  materials for my 
house, lime, nails, etc. and almost walked myself  down. Settled 
with parties for whom I had done business and retired early to a 
sound nights rest from my fatigues. Thinking much about home, 
and those I left behind -

Sunday 2: I went to the Presbyterian Church, was invited to a 
Pugh by Mr. Frierson and enjoyed a good sermon by Rev’d Dr. 
Scott. The church is capacious and large, and I was surprized to 
see the large and orderly congregation in this City of  Gotham. I 
returned and heard another sermon at candle lighting. It affords 
me much quiet satisfaction to compare my present sources of  
pleasures with those which engrossed my leisure time in the City 
once upon a time and it affords me an abundant time for reflec-
tion to reflect that 30 years since I first set foot on this Swamp 
City, as it was then called, and glance at the various intervening 
changes of  scene, comparing the present with the past. I am 
happy to feel that this is the best period of  my life, that my ob-
jects are more rational, my aims more practicable and my habits 
more consistent with what should be the true character of  man. 

FISHING

❖ “...I went with Henry to fish in the evening and 
caught a mess of  perch, tho I was not successful. 
Henry beat me much to his amusement.”

❖ The photo of  the bream above was taken in a stream 
that feeds the Ouachita River and, while it was 
upstream from Camden, there might just be a family 
connection to the fish that John Brown and his son 
Henry caught.
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I retired to a comfortable sleep thankful for all earthly com-
forts and privileges as well as the hopes of  a happy immortal-
ity---

Monday 3: I arose early and pursued carefully and dili-
gently my business in the City, made some purchases and 
some acquaintances. Paid $30.11 for corn and hay -

Tuesday 4: Went around, had my bills, and all matters fixed 
for shipment by the Boat McRae to leave this evening. In-
dulged in a very hearty dinner and got on the boat about 4 
o'clock - broken down, feeling however rejoiced that I had 
got through what I had to do about as well as I anticipated, 
had my supper on board, all paid for and a pleasant evening 
to stem the torrents of  the Miss. in coming out. About 6 
o'clock we sailed leaving the City surrounded with floods of  
water. The levees had broken at different points, but mainly 
on the opposite side, which increased the safety of  the City. I 
sat up until about 2 o'clock, feeling some unsafety in this 
great river where such dire catastrophes are happening 
weekly and some times daily. I wrote to Hugh at Frankfort 
and put in P. O. whilst in the City, enclosed $5.00 -

Wednesday 5: I also enclosed a check to Whitlock & Co., to 
go to my credit with them at New York for $400.00 ----

Thursday 6: I did not get enough sleep and took cold the 
night before. We however were coming up the river nobly 
when I arose to breakfast. Spent a pleasant day. Face towards 
home. In the evening just at dark we entered the mouth of  
Red River and I rested easy for the night and slept long and 
soundly. Sold Mexican dollars at 5 1/2 percent price in the 

City - My cold is increasing and I have fever. Keep to my 
state room -

Friday 7: Very unwell.

Saturday 8: About 12 we reached home. I went directly 
home suffering a good deal, leaving with John Tobin, clerk of  
the boat $44 in silver in a bag and $10 which I handed him 
when we left the City. Had my articles landed and halled up. 
I feel badly in health, but much relieved by the fact of  being 
just where I wish to be, with my kind little flock at home -

Sunday 9: I spent the day under the affliction of  a distress-
ing cold though with but little fever -

Monday 10: I remained in my room, but feel that I am im-
proving, took some medicine which had had a fine effect. My 
whole head, neck and shoulders are sore, as also my throat, 
but the tightness is relaxing. The Demagogue Convention for 
the nomination of  a candidate for Congress came off  today. 
Also the Ladys Presbyterian Fair tonight. The children are en-
joying themselves but I regret that I am missing all the scenes 
now being exhibited -

Tuesday 11: I am better this morning and walked to the of-
fice, answered letters and received from Thom on hire $15. 
From Steven $3.00 and lent William for the fair $3. Paid for 
the girls $1.00 -

Wednesday 12: Spent the day partly at the office, and 
partly in my room but am improving. Collected of  H. James 
$15. on his note. The river still high and the City healthy, 
some colds excepted. During my absence the girl Nancy had 
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an attack of  fever, which alarmed the family and a physician 
was called in (the first for 4 years) tho if  I had been at home I 
suppose I should hardly have done so. She is getting well ---

Thursday 13: Bought 10,000 shingles for my house for 
which I paid $2.75 per thousand and am having plank halled 
in from Richmonds Mill. I am endeavoring to have every-
thing ready before I commence the building. It is draining me 
of  money already but it is necessary for the comfort as well as 
the self  respect of  my family.

Friday 14: I spent the day as usual, dull and feeble. I am as 
much lacking in spirits as in health, both united keep me 
rather depressed but I am gradually improving.

Saturday 15: I collected a note of  White & Scales as ap-
pears by the books and made some remittance to New York. 
The weather begins to feel a little like summer, but the spring 
has been cut up with such frequent and severe changes to 
cold that half  the charms of  that beautiful season have been 
lost to us. We dug the first Irish potatoes today. They are toler-
able good. I had sweet potato slips set out this week for the 
first time. 

Sunday 16: A pleasant day. Went to church with the family. 
We were delighted by the arrival of  Mr. C. and Margaret this 
evening with their little family. These are the true joys of  life. 
The intercourse of  the mixed up world affords apparent satis-
faction and sometimes real to some extent, but it is to the vir-
tuous sincere and properly trained feelings of  the family cir-
cle that we are to look for true and pure confiding and heart 
rejoicing intercourse. We spent a happy evening.

Monday 17: I spent the day partly at the office answering 
letters, etc. but most of  the time at the house with the family. 
We had rain again tonight.

Tuesday 18: Spent the day as usual. The weather is still 
changeable and I take more cold which sets me back.

Wednesday 19: In like manner. I pass most of  my spare 
time with the family, which has the additional attraction of  
the society of  my dear child Margt. I deeply regret that I m 
constrained of  circumstances to spend so little of  my time 
with her.

Thursday 20: Had a settlement with Maurice Smith, Esqr. 
about the half  section of  land I sold him in Hot Springs 
County. He gave me a dft. on H. Terry & Co. for $300 which 
I forwarded to them in part payment of  my note to them and 
$153 in cash after deducting $4. taxes and which he paid for 
last year on the land. I made him a deed and delivered him 
Deed of  Emmett & wife to the 1/4 section which I rec’d thro 
them. I purchased a check on New York for $500 and remit-
ted to Whitlock & Co. New York to my credit for the purpose 
of  checking on it at my command. I am now charging 2 per 
cent premium on New York in small sums and buy here at 
par -

Friday 21: I spent the day as usual. But little business doing 
in my way and my cash means are too limited to do much in 
the use of  money but every little helps -

Saturday 22: I enclosed $5. in Susan’s letter to Hugh at 
Frankfort for expenses. Collected of  W. Griffin on due bill 
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$5.00. Credited Rogers note with bill of  work up to date 
$5.25. I am again pressed for money having paid out at New 
Orleans for Exchange and for supplies, etc.

Sunday 23: This morning Margt. left us with her children, 
care of  William who will see them home.

Monday 24: As usual I went to church Baptist and heard a 
good sermon from Rev. Mr. Freeman.

Tuesday 25: Settled acct. of  J. G. Scales and my fee bill $10 
leaving balance of  $16.82 for which I gave my note. Weather 
has at last become warm and I am about as well again as 
usual -

Wednesday 26: I spent the day as usual except that I went 
with Henry to fish in the evening and caught a mess of  
perch, tho I was not successful. Henry beat me much to his 
amusement.

Thursday 27: Paid my county tax to the Sheriff  which in-
cludes some $5. assumed for Monk - $30.10. I omitted to 
state that I collected $128.50 from Hodnutt Green and Kil-
len balance of  note on the 25th and $50 today on note of  
McMurtry and Williams to Logan and Ponder which I rec’d 
in Ins. Co.

Friday 28: Spent the day as usual. At my ease, doing but lit-
tle these dull times.

Saturday 29: In like manner. Weather warm and I feel bet-
ter under it. The commencement of  summer is to me the 
most delightful season of  the year, when I can keep in the 

shade everything around is so clean the air so pure and soft. 
The thick foliage of  the forests and shades so rich and ver-
dant - 

Sunday 30: In like manner, quiet and comfortable with my 
family.

Monday 31: In like manner. Went to church. Mailed a letter 
enclosing $10 to Hugh. Collected of  Morgan $20.
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Tuesday 1: An alarming excitement about Small pox has bro-
ken out from a begging woman and two children. Some are leav-
ing. Some quarreling about the best mode of  managing by the 
corporate authorities and a drunken major parading about as 
tho he had the World on his shoulders, with a drunken set of  
Irish guarding, and maintaining the quarantine. The whole is a 
ridiculous affair. But there is great danger of  cases breaking out 
among families where the diseased ate and slept before there 
was any suspicion of  smallpox. I let all go their own way and 
guard my own premises, vaccinating all who had not been well 
vaccinated before.

Wednesday 2: Business is in a great manner suspended from 
the alarm of  Small pox. I am passing my time at ease, perusing 
the newspapers, reading Headleys letters from the Alps and the 
Rhine and am playing with the children -

Thursday 3: I exchanged with Dr. Graves his note for other 
notes at 15 per cent discount and paid him $12 cash for balance 
at same rate, making about $13. in the transaction. Paid Linden 
$10.50 and my note for $20 in full for Susan’s tuition in Music 

SONS OF TEMPERANCE

❖ “We held a public meeting of  the Sons of  Temperance, 
pretty well attended.”

❖ The Sons of  Temperance was a brotherhood of  men 
who promoted the temperance movement and mutual 
support. The group was founded in 1842 and it 
began spreading rapidly during the 1840s throughout 
the United States and parts of  Canada. The Sons of  
Temperance required a two-dollar initiation fee, an 
amount equal to a week’s wages of  an ordinary 
worker. In addition, the weekly membership fee was six 
cents. 
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etc, for the last session. I omitted to state that Dick went 
home with Margt to stay some time.

Friday 4: Things are moving on as before. Dull times 
among the merchants. The river however is still navigable 
and steamboats coming up.

Saturday 5:  In like manner. We have an abundance of  
plums. All have fine health.

Sunday 6: Spent the day as usual. Received some notes for 
collection from the East. Doing but little. Living happily at 
home. Making preparations for building my dwelling house. 
Have engaged my workmen and intend to contract in writ-
ing, placed in the hands of  J. G. Browning -

Monday 7: I spent the day as usual. No spread of  the small-
pox. I think the time is past for it to break out, from the com-
munication with the child which had it -

Tuesday 8: In like manner. I paid for butter to Routh $1.25, 
paid J. R. Toney on note $15, collected of  Calloway on note 
$10, 40¢ for fish.

Wednesday 9: In like manner, enjoying life quietly with my 
cheerful healthy flock at home.

Thursday 10: Collected of  Chase on note $10 and paid L. 
B. Comet $8.70 for a box of  candles.

Friday 11: A damp cloudy morning, fine weather for crops, 
business becoming more active in the City. It turns out that 
we have had but the one case of  smallpox after all. The fam-
ily where the child was taken and nursed did not take it -

Saturday 12: I attended to some collections and remit-
tances to Philadelphia. Read the news, ate plums, played with 
the children and spent my time as I usually do now, very well 
contented -

Sunday 13: The weather has turned to so cold a tempera-
ture suddenly as to be uncomfortable and we had a regular 
fire made up this morning. Attended Baptist Church.

Monday 14: There is a half  bank rise in the river altho we 
have not had much rain here. I am progressing with my ar-
rangements for building. We are all in fine health and our ab-
sent children also. My own health is robust. I dine on a lib-
eral portion of  fine Irish potatoes with other vegetables every 
day. I sleep sound every night and enjoy my nap of  l/2 an 
hour every day after dinner. Another case of  small pox is re-
ported at the same place. I Paid J. R. Toney on note $35.

Tuesday 15: I sent to N. Orleans for sale by Works, Clerk 
of  Steamboat Red Chief  $342.50 and pd. premium for old 
coin $1.65, proceeds to be invested in a check on New York -

Wednesday 16: I spent the day busily as usual. Weather is 
now warm and the City healthy.

Thursday 17: In like manner. Everything very quiet and 
still in town. I enjoy the stillness.

Friday 18: We held a public meeting of  the Sons of  Temper-
ance, pretty well attended.

Saturday 19: I spent as usual, a good shower of  rain, not 
enough however -
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Sunday 20: Engaged stage fare for Ann H. to Princeton, but 
stage being disabled, paid $4.00 for her passage tomorrow up 
to Mr. Stokes by a private hack going up. At church as usual.

Monday 21: I started up to Dallas with Ann. I on horse-
back. We reached Mr. Stokes all safe. Paid ferriage and turn-
pike 20¢., were received with much kindness and spent the 
night pleasantly.

Tuesday 22: Collected of  Col. Henley $36.50 on note. 
Went to look at my old place with Major Harley which he 
proposed to buy. Went to Rob Martins and spent the night -

Wednesday 23: Handed Ann H. for expenses $1.50. Sold 
680 acres of  old place including all the improvements at $5. 
per acre, 1/3 payable Christmas when possession will be 
given, 1/3 12 mos. thereafter and 1/3 two years with legal in-
terest. So goes the schemes and toils of  years. But the sale is a 
fair one at present in this dull country and the money will be 
better -

Thursday 24: I reached Mr. Stokes last night. This morn-
ing I went with Mr. Stokes family and Ann to Princeton to 
the Celebration and Barbecue, a very large assembly in the 
main of  very genteel people and many old friends and ac-
quaintances. Spent the day which was warm very pleasantly. 
Ann also returned to Mr. Stokes. I could but contrast men-
tally my present situation at Princeton with what it was some 
years passed, and feel highly thankful that I have been spared 
to witness the change. Now easy in circumstances sober and 
happy, then oppressed with debt, irregular in habits and un-
happy. I feel the blessings of  resolution and perseverance.

Friday 25: Returned home. Paid Pike and ferriage 20¢ and 
boy 10¢. Found Clara feeble, much fatigued myself.

Saturday 26: Spent the day about little business matters. In 
the evening to my great astonishment I had a chill under the 
effects of  which I suffered thro the night. I know no other 
cause but being in the sun more then usual. It is the first chill 
I have had since I lived in Camden and Clara is suffering ex-
ceedingly with her head, perhaps neuralgia -

Sunday 27:  Spent the day housed up and quite unwell. 
Took medicine. Clara had a chill and fever which was very 
severe on her. She is very weak and took medicine. Received 
of  Thoms hire $5.00 -

Monday 28: We were both easier this morning but our little 
boy Ed has fever. I presume on account of  his mothers sick-
ness. This evening we were all three very sick and Clara and 
myself  had severe chills and were attended with fever, tonight 
I sent for Dr. McElrath who prescribed and gave more medi-
cine. We suffered very much. I was alarmed about Clara in 
her weak condition. Our prospects seemed discouraging dur-
ing the night. William is with us all the time and affords us all 
the assistance and attention he can.

Tuesday 29: We felt some little better this morning and ap-
pearances are favorable for relief  -

Wednesday 30:  We are all better and missed our chills ex-
cept Ed who still has fever. I think however with care we will 
all mend from this time. Medicine has had a good effect -
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Thursday 1: We were all improved in health this morning and 
I feel thankful that our affliction has been no greater. I regret 
however that Clara’s feebleness does not pass off  with the at-
tack. Doubtless her fever was caused by a little cold seizing her 
very debilitated system and producing a touch of  neuralgia. 
This excessive debility will only be relieved by time and care. I 
have at last prevailed on her to wean her child as one of  the last 
means of  restoring her strength. It is a trial to a doting mother 
to deprive her child of  its so much desired gratification -

Friday 2: I spent the day in the house mainly but feeling quite 
relieved. I bought 22 1/2 bushels corn for which I paid $19. I 
am buoyant and happy again, but am more convinced than ever 
that it is best for me to shape and conduct my affairs as to per-
mit me to live at ease both mentally and bodily. I have struggled 
under anxiety from one source and another that ease and quiet 
seems to be necessary for my happiness and health the balance 
of  my life -

Saturday 3: This day is celebrated for the 4th. Nothing of  in-
terest however is going on here. I spent the day happy at home 

MY OLD WATCH

❖ “I left my old watch, my early companion the pride of  
my youthful days, out in the bushes by absence of  
mind where I went to stool, and when I went to look 
after him, missing I could not find him. I feel as tho I 
had lost an old friend, of  whose loss I was reminded 
every hour in the day, a loss of  which we are not 
reminded by circumstances around us is easily bourne 
but those which are brought to mind by the most 
striking and sure occurrence every hour in the day, or at 
least every meal we go to, is a corroding sort of  
misfortune - “
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nursing myself, Clara and our little one, and watching with 
pleasing emotions our returning health. Paid for marketing 
60¢ -

Sunday 4: I went to church today. I learn that Ann H. is 
well and enjoying herself  among her friends. Dick is still at 
Eldorado and a letter from Carleton informs us that his fam-
ily are well -

Monday 5:  Paid J. Proctor $5. for shingles at $2.50 per 
1000 and $2.50 for 1 oz. quinine from N. Ponder. Collected 
of  N. Ponder $5. on McMurtrees note balance of  which he 
assumed. I set in to regular business this morning. Thom is 
halling lumber from the mill and brick masons are having 
brick halled up for the foundation of  my house.

Tuesday 6: Paid 20¢ for fish and $5. to Proctor for shingles. 
Credited Chase note with $5, my half  of  a chance of  the car-
riage shot for and missed (by me) also with $25 on R. B. 
Smiths acct. on same note. Collected of  Calloway on note 
$10. Also of  H. James on note $10 and paid $l. to P. O. quar-
terly dues.

Wednesday 7: Paid for P. O. Stamps 50¢. Let R. B. Smith 
have the balance of  County Scrip I have on hand at 10 per-
cent disct. which I purchase at 20 percent disct. $42.34 in all 
and settled my taxes for the last year, say state $16.64 and 
County $26. We have dry weather just now. Garden failing. 
Truly we seem to be in a dry spot -

Thursday 8: Bought a check on N. York from Dr. McElrath 
for Mr. Oneil for $597. and paid on it $395. I sell checks on 

N. York at 2 percent premium, which would be a good busi-
ness if  I had money enough, to carry it on properly, but my 
cash means are too limited, being at present not over $300 so 
much have I had to pay out at home or various accounts -

Friday 9: Sold Fuller a check for $15. The weather very 
warm and dry. I am not doing much business, preparing for 
my building -

Saturday 10: Paid McElrath $100 on the above check and 
sold $192.21 draft and premium. Collected of  N. Ponder 
$8.64 balance supposed on McMurtrees & Williams note, but 
this calculation is to be looked into hereafter -

Sunday 11: I attended church as usual. Our little boy Ed is 
sick again and is a good deal reduced, tho going about some 
every day. He is very fretful every night.

Monday 12:  Had a settlement with E. Hill & Co. and Peter 
Conly. Paid five dollars and gave my due bill for $6. or $7. 
balance due, after obtaining credit for my fee account.

Tuesday 13: Lucy Richeson, formerly Lucy Brown and 
Miss Martha Stokes made us a visit. Paid $105 on the above 
check. Paid 75¢ for butter at 25g per lb. Our cows are dwin-
dling down to nothing and I fear we will not make much 
more butter. We are pulling down part of  my old castle to 
make way for the new house, at which there is a great rejoic-
ing.

Wednesday 14: Sold $100 Exchange. Our little boy quite 
unwell. Interrupts us very much at night. I rejoice however 
that his mother has weaned him on her account and that he 
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will do better. We have now to wean him from his foster 
mother Tabby. He is very persevering in having her to suckle 
him and there is no quiet about the house if  she neglects him 
at the regular times -

Thursday 15:. Bought of  Delaughter shingles and paid him 
in full $8.25 for 3,000 - 

Friday 16: The ladies left for home with Mr. Stevenson this 
evening. He remained with us most of  the time while they 
were in town. The brick workers commenced to lay the pil-
lars for the foundation of  my house. Extreme drought. Our 
garden is suffering worse than it did in the two dry seasons of  
‘55 and ’56  -

Saturday 17:  I spend most of  my time at the house, super-
intending my building arrangements. I am endeavoring to 
have what is done well done, my house is intended for a plain 
one, but I am determined to have what is done well, that is 
substantially and neatly done.

Sunday 18:  Went to church as usual and passed the day 
happily with my family. I did not mention that H. Clay made 
a visit to his sister at Eldorado last week and returned much 
gratified and reports Dicks health much improved this sea-
son. I hope the change will enable him to escape his summer 
debility and out grow the disease of  his bowels which every 
season heretofore he has been subject to -

Monday 19: Rec’d of  Steven $10 on his hire. Paid McEl-
rath on dft. above $47 which is all the amount except $50 
which he is to let go on his note which I hold -

Tuesday 20: Sold L. B. Green check on New York for 
which I rec’d $216. and also purchased $15 N. O. paper for 
$l4. My house carpenters commenced today. - Carrol an old 
Tennessee Whig who seems to be the right sort of  man in his 
avocations.

Wednesday 21: Bought check on New York, paid for $460 
and Rainy and Daly paid for balance and I directed balance 
to go to their credit. I paid Raney on my note to Jas. 
Vaughan $88.81 -

Thursday 22: Paid for P. O. Envelopes 80¢ - Weather about 
as dry and dusty as it could be in this latitude. Garden failing 
almost entirely. My little boy Ed is getting better and is 
weaned, a crisis in the history of  mother and child, where 
proper feelings abound.  On yesterday I remitted by mail to 
Tenn. and Davis draft for proceeds Vaughan and Arrington 
note to Cowell & Co. collected by paying Vaughan the 
money on my note by way of  a credit thereon. I have rec’d 
letters from the children at their different points and all are 
well -

Friday 23: The frame of  my house is going up today. It is a 
pleasing sight to the family. I am living easy and spend a 
good deal of  my time with the family at the house and keep-
ing an eye to the building.

Saturday 24: In like manner. I have been under the dis-
agreeable necessity of  writing to Hugh a pretty tight letter on 
the subject of  his expenses at college. This I disliked but the 
earlier duty is performed it is apt to have better effect. He is a 
good boy, but has partly by thoughtlessness and partly the re-
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sult of  a bad system of  furnishing the Cadets at exorbitant 
rates -

Sunday 25: I spent the day as usual. Happy with my family 
and wrote to my brother, only brother, a long letter. There 
has been a sprinkling of  sickness for the last two weeks -

Monday 26: Spent the day as usual weather still oppres-
sively hot and dry.

Tuesday 27: My little boy Ed is again affected with his bow-
els and greatly reduced. Ordinary remedies not have any last-
ing effect.  His liver does not act. Our citizens are getting up 
a free barbecue for Saturday. I paid $l. We have a stirring 
time about the approaching elections. Great confusion in the 
ranks. The Democrats have got so strong that they are divid-
ing among themselves, a great rebellion has sprung up 
against Conventional nominations. Diverse independent can-
didates. The opposition are availing themselves of  it and will 
elect some of  the officers. “When rogues fall out, honest men 
get their rights” 

Wednesday 28:  Spent the day as usual. William has had an-
other little attack, diarrhea with a chill.

Thursday 29: As usual, doing but little, living easy and eco-
nomically. Met with a little mishap a few days since which cre-
ates occasionally a melancholy reflection. I left my old watch, 
my early companion the pride of  my youthful days, out in 
the bushes by absence of  mind where I went to stool, and 
when I went to look after him, missing I could not find him. I 
feel as tho I had lost an old friend, of  whose loss I was re-

minded every hour in the day, a loss of  which we are not re-
minded by circumstances around us is easily bourne but 
those which are brought to mind by the most striking and 
sure occurrence every hour in the day, or at least every meal 
we go to, is a corroding sort of  misfortune - 

Friday 30: Had settlement with Dr. McElrath, gave him up 
his note to D. Burch which I held, bal. due on it $62.12, $50 
of  which satisfied balance my due bill to Mr. Oncil for bal. 
on check, and $12.12 to go as a credit on my medical bill. I 
commenced a regular treatment of  my boy Ed combining 
about 1 1/2 grains opium with five of  calomel and giving 
him every two hours 1/2 grain. He has been growing weaker 
until I am uneasy about him. He rests badly and disturbs our 
sleep every night.

Saturday 31:  The barbecue came off  today, diverse elec-
tioneering speeches, most of  which went strongly to prove the 
degeneracy of  the times and the ignorance of  our people.  
Those of  our candidates who are called strong men before 
the people are mere electionary partisans without either 
much personal merit or qualifications for the office.  All went 
off  quietly and after a little scuffle for our beef  and bread we 
filled our stomach and retired, most of  us contented to be at 
home the balance of  the evening.
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Sunday 1: The 1/2 grain treatment of  the above named combi-
nation of  cal. and opium has had a good effect and Ed is better.  
He is improving.  I went to church as usual.

Monday 2: The election came off  and to the credit of  our City 
we had no disorder not withstanding the high excitement of  the 
occasion. The votes were thrown every way, parties often cross-
ing the line of  party and the Whigs and Americans carrying the 
Sheriff  and some other lower officers, to which result I contrib-
uted all I could and consider it a triumph of  our party.

Tuesday 3:  Weather scorching dry and hot. Many long faces 
to be seen in our streets, deep disappointment and deep felt mor-
tification among defeated candidates and their friends and here 
I would report what I have always urged that the frequent popu-
lar elections which democracy, so called, has brought upon us, 
are one of  the greatest curses a free and independent people can 
bring upon themselves.

Wednesday 4: I spent the day as usual. My work is going on 
the building and I find it pleasant and to my interest to give a 
good deal of  attention to it. I have always been fond of  building, 

WHIGS AND AMERICANS CARRYING THE 
SHERIFF

❖ In the South, the American Party (Know Nothing 
Party) comprised chiefly ex-Whigs looking for a vehicle 
to fight the dominant Democratic Party. Southern 
Know Nothings were mostly ex-Whigs who were 
worried about both the pro-slavery extremism of  the 
Democrats and the emergence of  the anti-slavery 
Republican party in the North. In the South as a 
whole the American Party was strongest among former 
Unionist Whigs.
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and had I turned my attention to any kind of  mechanical 
business it would have been that of  a carpenter -

Thursday 5:  In like manner.  Our little boy Ed is suffering 
very much again and it seems very difficult to get him well. 
We have great trouble with our youngest children in this way. 
He requires much attention.  A very severe diarrhea has been 
on him for a month or more.

Friday 6: I paid to Holis & Co. my note to Linden for Su-
sans tuition in music last session, this being the balance in 
full.  Ed is quite ill and growing weaker every day -

Saturday 7: I am doing but little except attending to my lit-
tle boy and my correspondence. I am making a little by ex-
change on N. York, but the mails are so irregular that it 
works inconveniently, and uncertain.

Sunday 8: I feel depressed on account of  the situation of  
my dear little boy and his suffering. Attended church as 
usual. We have had a shower and the dust has been laid -

Monday 9: I spent the day as usual. The health of  the City 
is improving. There have been a number of  cases of  fever for 
the last month, but are passing by -

Tuesday 10:  As usual. Ed still bad off. I don’t know what is 
to be the result. He has some fever, this time, which he has 
not had before and his thirst is distressing -

Wednesday 11:  As usual.  We are very much interrupted 
In our sleep with Ed and I feel badly - 

Thursday 12: Ed is still. very weak and fretful but better. Di-
arrhea checked. We now hope that he will gradually improve.

Friday 13: My child is better and I feel more cheerful. But 
my sympathies are still too highly excited for him for my com-
fort. We set up with and and attend to him ourselves -

Saturday 14: As usual. My health is actually robust. I seem 
to have improved on myself  since I got over my little spell in 
July. Rec’d of  Stevcns hire $4.25 -

Sunday 15: I went to church and listened with deep atten-
tion to a fine sermon from Dr. Hartwell who is on a visit to 
the city.

Monday 16: The frequency of  Ed's discharges is increasing 
again and such is his craving for eating it is almost impossible 
to diet him properly. I remitted by mail to Col. Morgan, Ken-
tucky Military Institute $65. of  which $50 was Planters Bank 
of  Tennessee, $5. Bank of  the Union and $10 Louisiana. Dr. 
H. & Lady spent the night with us and Mr. Carleton came up 
in pursuit of  his run away boy Dick. I am gratified to hear of  
the good health of  my little Dick at his sister's

Tuesday 17: Ed is decidedly worse, almost as bad as he was 
last week. He is so reduced and prostrated in strength and his 
stomach will not bear either solid nourishment nor suitable 
remedies. I will just have to let it take its course, with proper 
nursing and care. We had another handsome shower and I 
have sowed some turnip seed in the garden. There is a neces-
sity for making some fall and winter vegetables as the 
drought has scorched up nearly all planted in the spring
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Wednesday 18: I spent the day as usual of  late. My childs 
sickness and the attention I am giving to my building is the 
most I can do. There has been for the last 6 weeks more sick-
ness than I like to see but few deaths however. Weather more 
pleasant -

Thursday 19: As usual. The streets and the weather more 
comfortable but still warm. Enclosed to Hugh $10.

Friday 20: As usual, only with increased anxiety and 
gloomy forebodings concerning our dear little boy Ed. He is 
much prostrated and more prostrate daily. When we give him 
medicine he is better as long as the medicine is in effect. He 
has a craving for strong food which it is hard to resist -

Saturday 21: We called in Dr. McElrath. He gave a prepara-
tion of  astringent which has had the effect desired. I can't tell 
what may be the result -

Sunday 22: Ed suffers more than ever. We have just discov-
ered that a combination of  turpentine, gum arabic and nitre 
will help him.

Monday 23: We discovered that Ed had not urinated natu-
rally for several days, and is better since this has been cor-
rected -

Tuesday 24: Ed is still better but so exhausted that we can 
hardly persuade ourselves that he will recover. We are how-
ever permitted again to hope for him. I had made up my 
mind to lose him, and suffered under the idea, much anguish 
but still felt that I should not murmur at the dispensation of  a 

Wise Providence be it what it might. The dear little fellow 
has suffered beyond all calculation.

Wednesday 25: Ed is still better but is not gaining strength. 
He is sustained by Tabby's milk. He craves strong food but I 
know that it is a mere morbid fancy for his digestive organs 
cannot bear anything nourishing except breast milk. My spir-
its are revived beyond all ordinary bounds at the recovery of  
our beloved little boy, but I cannot leave him long, nor com-
pose my mind to business yet, besides we continue to sit up 
with him every night -

Thursday 26: I spent the day as usual. My building is pro-
gressing finely -

Friday 27: I received a letter from Hugh expressing deep re-
gret at the accumulation of  his expenses and much gratitude 
for what we had done for him. Ed still better but not much 
stronger -

Saturday 28: A restless day after a restless night. His mouth 
is sore with little places and he is almost wild for strong food. 
I have had to give him a grain of  calomel twice to get an ac-
tion. We let him have a little boiled rice this evening and 
through the night rice boiled in milk. Clara thought he was 
starving with hunger but his abstinence from eating has saved 
his digestive organs from oppression until they are now able 
to perform in some degree their function, but great caution is 
yet necessary. He is almost a complete skeleton -

Sunday 29:  The rice and milk seems to agree with my little 
boy and he is much better. I am inexpressibly relieved. The 
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skies seem much brighter, the earth much more lovely and 
life worth double its value to me a few days ago. He is now 
gaining strength and I think safe from the present disease. We 
had a shower of  rain and hail Friday evening which has 
greatly cooled the air -

Monday 30:  I went to the office and answered my letter 
and attended to some business. The weather is pleasant and 
health better in the City and vicinity -

Tuesday 31: I agreed to an arrangement with Mr. Carr, to 
enter partnership in the practise of  law on his application. 
We announced as partners, but no exact time settled further 
than to have an equitable arrangement for the present.
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Wednesday 1: I paid to Carrol order favor of  Tye $15. on acct 
of  carpenters work about my house. Paid for nails $4.20 and 
contribution to Bible Society 25¢. I am getting on pretty well 
with my building, it is nearly enclosed and floored. Ed is worse 
again, his digestion seems to be lost, except so far as we keep it 
stimulated by medicine. Miss Ougencraft commenced boarding 
with us last evening.

Thursday 2: I enclosed in a letter written a few days back and 
mailed $5. to Hugh at Frankfort. Paid for marketing 50¢. Paid 
difference in spoons $3.06. Old silver for new spoons. The old 
have served us since we commenced keeping house until now.

Friday 3: Spent the day in great anxiety for my deal little child. 
He had a bad night of  it last night. His bowels seems to be be-
yond all control which his stomach will bear. He has been doing 
well on boiled milk and arrow root for some days but it seems 
now to pass off  without any digestion. I greatly fear the result. 
This is about the fifth time that he has grown worse after we 
thought him cured.

BLACKENED AND SCORCHED

❖  “About 1/2 past 4 in the morning the frightful tones 
of  the bells proclaimed fire. I arose and dressed at 
almost the 1st tap for I am particularly sensitive on 
that subject. Hurrying down street I at once perceived 
that the block opposite the Court house was wrapt in 
flames and no telling where it could be arrested.... The 
old Court House is also in ashes. This could readily 
have been saved but in the general confusion and 
individual anxiety, none exerted themselves for the 
public. This day will long be remembered by our 
people.”
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Saturday 4: I gave Ed some fine brandy, 1 teaspoonful to 
each pint of  the boiled milk and arrow root. It had a good ef-
fect and in the evening is some better. Hopes again returning. 

Sunday 5: Ed is better than he has been since he was ill. We 
all rejoice to see the little fellow smile again and notice his 
playthings. Hope increasing. Paid Carrols order favor of  Mor-
gan $25 on building contract. I continue to put a teaspoonful 
of  brandy in each preparation of  milk for 12 hours -

Monday 6: I spent the day as usual. Weather warm and 
mild. We had a strong shower last week but not, enough to 
wet the ground. Ed is still improving.

Tuesday 7: I spent the day as usual, attending to my build-
ing operation, with which I am getting on as well or better 
than I expected, and altho Ed is convalescent, I feel so anx-
ious to see how he looks everyday that when I go to the office 
I don't feel like being away from him. 

Wednesday 8: As usual, doing but little. I am keeping my 
private business up more accurately than I ever did. I gener-
ally pay cash and make my contracts with care. I am also 
careful of  the men I deal with. Much trouble is to be avoided 
in the course of  life by observing these two rules -

Thursday 9: As usual. Weather cool for the season, dry and 
clean -

Friday 10: In like manner. Money is very scarce and collec-
tion of  money difficult and the prospect for the next year no 
better. The cotton crop is cut short by the last drought, pretty 
generally over the uplands. Paid dues to Division 50¢ -

Saturday 11: I purchased the corner house and lots on the 
Square and Washington Street for which I gave my two notes 
to Raney for $500, first May next and $500 first May 12 mos. 
after, with 10 percent interest, and I am to receive the rents 
from the 1st Sept. present, the two lower rooms and one of  
the upper being under rent until the end of  the year at $200. 
I also made an agreement in writing with Dr. Pace who has 
bought the other undivided half  of  the house and lot, that I 
hold the use of  the corner and he of  the lower half. My ob-
ject in this purchase is mainly for the benefit of  William who 
will want an office when he returns and I also need an office.

Sunday 12: I went to the Presbyterian Church, both morn-
ing and evening. Our dear little boy is still improving but is 
nervous and restless at night so that we are a good deal inter-
rupted at night. But I bear this without a murmur, as I am so 
thankful that he has been spared.

Monday 13: I spent the day in fine spirits, mostly about my 
building. The weather is cool for the season. All in good 
health and high hopes. I have less perplexity about my affairs 
than I have ever had. The greatest is the frequent calls on my 
purse for marketing which is distressingly scarce and high. 
We have a strange population - money and most of  them will 
suffer themselves sued for Just Debts, rather than bring to 
town marketing which they could with a little attention make 
profitable and well spare  -

Tuesday 14: I gave Capt. J. Jennings $20 to be laid out in 
supplies for the table at Louisville and bring around on his 
boat at first water. 
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Wednesday 15: As usual, only that I moved over to one of  
the rooms in the corner house for my office. I have been us-
ing the Sheriff's office for more than a year without charge by 
the kindness of  R. B. Smith, Sheriff. The drought is still ex-
cessive and nights cool.

Thursday 16: As usual. Only I spend about half  the day at 
the office engaged in business.  We are comfortably situated 
in our office now, and being the owner I have no rent to pay. 
I paid Mr. Agee R. B. Smiths order for $75 to be credited on 
my note which he holds.

Friday 17: Spent the day cheerful and happy, mainly attend-
ing to little matters about my house and noticing the architec-
ture of  my new house. It is so long since I built, or even lived 
in a good house, I am much entertained in its progress. And 
here I may remark that to have a fine residence and establish-
ment was one of  the earliest aspirations of  my first success in 
life, it was the beau ideal, next to a handsome wife, of  my 
thoughts, and strange to say that I have never yet had such 
and most of  my days have been spent in very common cab-
ins.  That which I am now erecting will cost about $1500. I 
attended the meeting Sons of  Temperance at night pleasantly 
with the brethren. I settled my last note for store account, 
with Mims for J. G. Scales $17.32. 

Saturday 18: THE FIRE.  This was a fatal day in Camden. 
About 1/2 past 4 in the morning the frightful tones of  the 
bells proclaimed fire. I arose and dressed at almost the 1st tap 
for I am particularly sensitive on that subject. Hurrying down 
street I at once perceived that the block opposite the Court 

house was wrapt in flames and no telling where it could be ar-
rested. I hastened to remove everything from my newly occu-
pied office, looked momentarily for that corner to take fire, 
but just at the moment of  greatest danger the Southern 
breeze carried the heat from us and I escaped by throwing 
water freely on the side next to the fire but got blackened and 
scorched so as to hurt the weather boarding and spoil the 
painting. The loss is heavy on several of  our citizens, with 
whom I deeply sympathize. The property was of  such a na-
ture that it was difficult to get insurance and but little was in-
sured. The old Court House is also in ashes. This could read-
ily have been saved but in the general confusion and individ-
ual anxiety, none exerted themselves for the public. This day 
will long be remembered by our people. Paid $5. to Gee for 
111 1/2 bbls. seconds (flour) -

Sunday 19: Spent the day as usual, at church, etc. I feeling 
highly thankful that amidst the mistakes of  yesterday I was 
permitted to pass unhurt -

Monday 20: I arose early, and set out to fix up money mat-
ters for William to start to Philadelphia to attend the medical 
lectures. I paid his stage fare to Gaines landing $12. and gave 
him $105 cash and draft on Whitlock & Co, New York for 
$95. He left us after an early dinner. May God protect and di-
rect him in the ways of  wisdom.

Tuesday 21: I spent the day principally at the office and 
have got my books and papers all straightened up again from 
the scattering of  their removal Saturday. I am now beginning 
to turn my thoughts to the law again and make some prepara-
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tion for Court. Williams outfit and the payment of  my work-
men are running me very hard for money and almost stops 
my exchange operations and it is almost impossible to collect 
money when due. Oh the Credit System!

Wednesday 22: I spent the day as usual. Nothing remark-
able occurring 

Thursday 23: As usual. My building is going on as well as I 
expected and we shall be able to escape from the old castle at 
the commencement of  cold weather I think. I started after 
dinner on a trip on land matters and had a pleasant ride out 
to L. Burnhams this evening.

Friday 24:  I collected $80 of  Mr. Burnham on note for 
hire, and started on my way a pleasant morning feeling buoy-
ant and everything new and fresh to my view, for I have not 
rode out in the country but once before since last winter. 
Went to Chambersville and thence on to Graves near Saline 
for the night.

Saturday 25:  I started early, paid bill $1. and forded the Sa-
line at Mt. Elba where it has more the appearance of  a little 
rapid brook among hills than the tremendous turbid stream 
overwhelming all for miles on each side within its reach, 
which we sometimes see it. Arrived at Carrs (an old acquain-
tance) in the afternoon in Drew County in the neighborhood 
where I have lands, and spent the night pleasantly amidst the 
utmost kindness. Mr. Carr was one of  my clients 20 years ago 
in Tennessee and manifests very high respect for me -

Sunday 26: I rec’d $15 on account of  some lands sold to 
Mr. Carr and rode down to my old friend Wm. Conleys 
where I felt quite at home and enjoyed the evenings chitchat 
with considerable pleasure, after lonely ride through a neigh-
borhood where I witnessed much sickness.

Monday 27: I went with Mr. Conley into Monticello (this is 
the sitting of  the Circuit Court ) and looked into my tax mat-
ters, got all straight, saw the gentlemen on whom I had 
claims, and in the evening I rode out to Sanduskies, say 9 
miles, on my way. Paid taxes for present year.

Tuesday 28: Received kind rough treatment, without any 
charge, got some information of  my lands in that region (I 
have yet in Drew about one section 640 acres of  good land 
left) and started on to Warren, where I remained until eve-
ning. Examined my land matter in the Clerks and Sheriffs of-
fices, feeling apprehensive of  my health after passing thro so 
many chills, among the people since I left home. I took a dose 
or two of  brandy and cayenne pepper which warmed me up, 
paid bill at tavern 75¢ and rode to Tisdales on my way home. 
I have about 1750 acres land left in this county Bradley -

Wednesday 29: Paid bill $l.00 for my rough fare and rode 
on to the neighborhood of  home about 35 miles but my 
mules foot has become so tender that I had to take up at Ma-
jor Bradleys for the night, and spent a pleasant night, braced 
up with a fine nights rest -

Thursday 30: After breakfast rode home in good health, 
and had the satisfaction of  finding all well at home, so I have 
made a trip, which was very necessary and which I had de-
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layed too long but think my tax matters are in such condition 
in these counties that all will work right for a while again. My 
little boy Ed is running about again, quite recovered -
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Friday 1: The city is suffering serious inconvenience from the 
excessive dust in the streets and roads. I have never seen any-
thing like the drought now upon us, aside from the dust and 
drought, the weather is clear and pleasant of' an agreeable tem-
perature and the health tolerable.-

Saturday 2: I spent the day as usual -

Sunday 3: Went to preaching at night, did not feel so well dur-
ing the day. I am almost suffocated with dust and have a dis-
agreeable cold so have most of  the family -

Monday 4: Our Circuit Court sits today. The burning of  the 
old Courthouse drives us to an uninhabited house, but the 
weather is dry and not cold. I have only a small portion of  the 
business on the docket and so have but little trouble, and a good 
deal of  time to look after my out of  door business

Tuesday 5: Court is going on, Judge Green the regular judge 
elect, and Flannigan special judge, to try the cases in which 
Green had been engaged. The latter is better qualified than any-
one we have ever had, both in temperament and legal discretion 
and judgment.

THE NEWTON HOUSE - EL DORADO

❖ In 1843, John Newton moved from Alabama to 
Arkansas, where he homesteaded 2,500 acres northeast 
of  El Dorado, the area of  Champagnolle, and built a 
plantation that flourished. After great success with his 
Champagnolle cotton plantation, he purchased 546 
acres in the burgeoning nearby town from L. Rainey, 
one of  the first settlers in El Dorado. That same year, 
he built the John Newton House at its original 
location on 200 Peach Street. Whether the “D. 
Newton” that John Brown rode with to El Dorado 
was related, one can only speculate.
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Wednesday 6: Mr. Carleton is with us attending Court. We 
have a strange change in the weather without rain, quite a 
cool evening -

Thursday 7: Frost last night. Cool enough for fire today. 
Nothing out of  the usual course

Friday 8: As usual. Some few severe cases of  sickness this 
week but general health pretty good -

Saturday 9: As usual, preparing to plaster my house. Wood-
work nicely completed. A cold raw day. I became quite 
chilled in the Court house -

Sunday 10: At home all day, not feeling well. We have a fine 
pleasant rain at last. I have never before seen such a drought 
as we have had just at Camden. Only two or three light show-
ers have fallen since early in June, near four months fortu-
nately however it has not been so severe all over the country. 
In many places the drought has only prevailed for from 6 
weeks to two months, but doing much injury to the cotton 
crop at that. There is a pretty fair corn crop and a fine mast.

Monday 11: Court is still continuing. I am now preparing to 
have my house plastered -

Tuesday 12: I spent the day as usual. Most of  the time at-
tending the Court.

Wednesday 13: In like manner. Weather very pleasant, 
bracing and healthy. Mrs. Ruffin is visiting us. We have not 
yet heard from William since he left Cairo. 

Thursday 14:  Carleton came up this evening and brought 
up our little son Dick who has been with his sister Margaret 
some six months and seems to have gotten over the serious 
sickness which has heretofore so much afflicted him

Friday 15:  Court still going on, delightful weather. Moon-
light nights. The great Comet in full blaze in the evening 
showing its tail in the firmament 50 to 100 yards behind it - 
to my eyes. Mr. Carr was called unexpectedly to Mississippi 
on account of  sickness -

Saturday 16: Court adjourned this evening without approxi-
mating to the end of  the docket, but having disposed of  
much of  the business. Another such siege will clear it off  

Sunday 17: Mrs. Ruffin left us this morning for home, and 
Clara with her little one, driven by Thom in Mr. Carletons 
buggy left for ElDorado to visit Margaret. I cannot well leave 
for a day or two on account of  my building arrangements, I 
spend most of  the day in fixing up my returns for the Grand 
Division, Sons of  Temperance

Monday 18: I spent the day mainly in attending to my build-
ing, providing sand, etc. for plaster

Tuesday 19: In like manner. Several severe cases of  sickness 
in and around town

Wednesday 20: In like manner and fixing up money mat-
ters. Collections are almost impossible. The payments on my 
house and the funds I had to appropriate to William have run 
me aground in money operations and it is with difficulty I 
can collect enough to meet current expenses
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Thursday 21:  In like manner. I am preparing to go to El-
Dorado

Friday 22: Left for ElD, with D. Newton in the buggy. Ar-
rived at Mr. C’s a little after dark and found all well and I 
need not add spent the night pleasantly.

Saturday 23: Attended the Court, now sitting, and balance 
of  my time with Margt, and family

Sunday 24: Spent the day happy with the family. A heavy 
rain last night.

Monday 25: Returned as far as Dr. LaMars with Clara and 
the child. Spent the night amidst kind hospitality. Had quite a 
stormy evening which we narrowly escaped

Tuesday 26: Went home and found all of  our little brood 
well, cheerful and glad to see us.

Wednesday 27: Spent the day in attending to little matters.

Thursday 28: At home attending to my building and other 
little matters. We will be hurried to get into the new house be-
fore winter, plastering goes on slowly, woodwork done -

Friday 29: Some deaths occurring in town tho we are all 
well -

Saturday 30: Spent the day as usual. Reading at night more 
than I have done lately.

Sunday 31: As usual, at church and reading and conversing 
with the family -
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Monday 1: Spent the day as usual. Killed a young beef  from 
my woods stock. The river has arisen considerably and we need 
boats for such articles as we have to buy are charged at outra-
geous prices now, for instance flour $7.00 per hundred. Cotton 
is coming in rapidly, and the crop turning out better than was 
supposed -

Tuesday 2: Hard up for money, nobody paying who owes me. 
Weather cool -

Wednesday 3: Spent the day fitting up and fixing my office for 
comfort and reading I find such condensed information of  
events in Harpers Magazine monthly. I pay but little attention to 
ordinary political movements for I just set down that they are 
characterized by corruption and party interests to subserve de-
signing mens purposes. The masses are being led as sheep to the 
slaughter. I attended to some business in the Probate Court, now 
sitting -

Thursday 4: Spent most of  the day attending to the works 
about my house -

RIVER BOTTOM NEAR CAMDEN

❖ John Brown writes often of  letting his cattle roam 
through the land near the river.  The above photo 
shows an area east of  Camden across the Ouachita 
River.  This photo was not taken in the rainy season 
and one can only imagine how hard it was to find 
cows that were roaming through such terrain.
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Friday 5: As usual. Weather cool and we are getting very 
anxious to go into our new house. We are all reading a good 
deal now, and Henry says his lessons to me regularly at the of-
fice. He is improving fast and promises to be a comfort to his 
parents -

Saturday 6: As usual - around the house - 

Sunday 7: Spent the day at church and in reading and train-
ing the young minds of  the happy little society my family 
forms around me, Happy, of  course!

Monday 8:  Busy about my office matters and writing let-
ters, etc.

Tuesday 9: In like manner, nothing occurring worth record-
ing, peace contentment and a healthful competency of  the 
necessaries and common luxuries of  life -

Wednesday 10: In like manner. I have insured my office 
building at $500 at 5 percent premium. Hence I feel a little 
more easy on the subject of  fire another having occurred the 
other day which destroyed one of  the livery stables almost in 
the heart of  town. Rec’d letters from both my absent sons. 
All well -

Thursday 11: Rec’d letters from Richard Coleman and my 
dear Margt. All well. So we are at ease on the score of  the ab-
sent and much of  our hopes now rest on then and their suc-
cess and welfare. Providence is favoring us now with great 
cause of  thankfulness for our dear family who are indeed my 
principal concern -

Friday 12: A hard white frost last night. A cool clear day. 
Much activity in town both in trade and building. The burnt 
district is nearly all under way of  improvement with good 
brick houses -

Saturday 13: Spent the day as usual, in full preparation for 
moving -

Sunday 14: To church as usual. Reading and instructing the 
children. I read Harpers Magazine regularly and carefully. I 
find something new and instructive in each number and in 
the monthly record of  passing events. I find much that is use-
ful or at least which every reader is expected to know con-
densed into small compass and very accurately so that one 
hours reading is of  more avail than a weeks cursory running 
over all the papers of  the day--

Monday 15: As usual, except more closely engaged about 
my improvements, but little down street

Tuesday 16: In like manner busy at home most of  my time. 
My partners take care of  the office, but little doing in the law

Wednesday 17: In like manner. I have just got two coats of  
paint on all my house, done by Thom. Have concluded not 
to wait to furnish it until spring, and then have it all finished 
together fresh for the season -

Thursday 18: Commenced moving over into the new house 
and slept in our new apartments for the first time. A cold 
night, coldest of  the season, not very comfortable for all is 
not yet dry or warmed up, but we feel happy in being once 
more in a comfortable mansion, a wish that I have long had, 
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that I might live to have my family in a decent and comfort-
able dwelling is now nearly realized. The children are all 
ready to light bonfires, to show their retreat from the old Cas-
tle. We fitted up the old parlor for the girls, their room up-
stairs not being ready to receive them -

Friday 19: All glee and bustle today getting fixed up. All 
busy, all in good humor, all looking ahead for comfort. A cold 
day after considerable freeze -

Saturday 20:  Snow this evening. Damp and cold. We are 
congratulating ourselves that we moved when we did, just in 
time for winter weather, for the winter is fairly set in. This 
rugged threatening brow is controlled over us and he is sling-
ing his icy locks around us

Sunday 21: A cold damp day. At home all day. Wrote a long 
letter to William and enjoyed the time, housed up with the 
family. Some reading, some eatings, some crying and com-
plaining of  some petty offence by a little brother or sister, all 
which is sometimes interrupted by a hearty laugh from some 
corner, and some dissatisfaction manifested by the pets of  the 
household, by chickens, cats and little dog called Pup on ac-
count of  their rejection in the new quarters -

Monday 22: Spent the day fixing up at home. Clara rub-
bing up, painting and varnishing old furniture.  We are quite 
comfortable. She is recovering from a slight attack of  jaun-
dice and we are all well and cheerful, relishing our meals as 
they come on the table, altho there is nothing of  the little en-
ticements to appetite resorted to by luxurious living. Our 
fresh corn bread etc. never passes without attention, nor is re-

jected with disgust, altho the delights of  hot rolls and fresh 
butter are occasionally alluded to. Queer! Was not the corn 
meal intended for low damp southern latitudes?

Tuesday 23:  Feeling now that I have accomplished the fa-
vorite object of  the season in building a house, I am betaking 
myself  a little more closely to the office. I am now preparing 
to get up my winter firewood. The old timber of  part of  my 
old house has served us so far this fall and winter -

Wednesday 24: I have received a letter from Mr. Fagan on 
Saline that he accept my proposition for the sale of  my 400 
acre tract on the Military Road at $4. per acre. I answered 
him accordingly confirming the sale. Our river is down so 
that boats cannot get up. I am anxious to get the supplies of  
flour butter, etc. which I sent for to Louisville -

Thursday 25: I spent the day as usual. Nothing happening 
worthy of  note 

Friday 26: Killed a fat beef  from the bottom and put up for 
winter beef  

Saturday 27: Spent the day as usual. Weather damp and 
some rain 

Sunday 28:  A cold rainy day. I attended church and spent 
the balance of  the day in reading the Bible and in conversa-
tion with the family. We received letters from both William 
and Hugh. All encouraging and we are happy in high hopes 
of  our family doing something creditable for themselves and 
their parents -
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Monday 29: In like manner. We are getting firewood for the 
winter and I am attending to the office more constantly. 

Tuesday 30: In like manner. Nothing of  note transpiring, 
weather pleasant-
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Wednesday 1: Another Birth Day has rolled around which is 
my 58th, and I am happy to say it finds me a better and a wiser 
man than any of  its predecessors since I first became, I say de-
moralized by the temptations and associations of  this corrupt 
world, and I have to acknowledge the guidance of  a Kind Provi-
dence which has directed me in spite of  myself  into the path of  
safety, and I am now happier in affections of  my family than 
when I was impelled by higher success in life and higher hopes 
of  a place in the World's estimation. By close and careful econ-
omy and industry in which I am greatly aided by my family, I 
am able to preserve the property I have and increase it one or 
two thousand dollars in the year. We in some considerable de-
gree make a standard for ourselves rather than to be led off  by 
the extravagance of  others. I feel slightly the effect of  time on 
my memory, and fancy, but in no other respect has my mental 
faculty yielded. My constitution is still sound and healthy, 
though my muscles are a little stiffened. So I set in for another 
year, resolved on progress in piety and true wisdom. I settled 
with Carrol my carpenter, my bill $537. and gave my note pay-
able 1st January next -

THE RIVER IS BOATABLE

❖ It was very common for Washington Street to be 
crowded from one end to the other with cotton teams  
awaiting their turn. As high as 40,000 bales a season 
were received. There is no doubt that Camden was by 
far the greatest cotton mart in Southern Arkansas with 
as many as four steamboats a day arriving to haul the 
cotton south to New Orleans. Once this heavy 
steamboat traffic linked Camden directly to New 
Orleans and other important cities.
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Thursday 2: Spent the day in looking into some law mat-
ters, and endeavoring to collect some money, I should not 
have allowed my money matters to get so far out of  my 
hands at this time. There is a general putting off, of  payment 

Friday 3: As usual. Attended the Division and had a pretty 
good meeting.

Saturday 4: Had a good deal of  rain, the river is rising 
again slowly -

Sunday 5: Attended church as usual. Wrote letters to the 
children abroad -

Monday 6: Made an arrangement and in the afternoon 
started on a tour which I ought to have made a year ago, 
over to Arkansas County, to attend to my lands. I believe I 
never shall be able to make anything out of  them. They have 
got so tangled up with tax sales, donations, etc. Rode to Mr. 
Bridges, 15 miles

Tuesday 7: After enjoying the hospitality of  a plain family 
in plain comfortable style I rode to Col. Greens, a rainy eve-
ning and in a good situation to appreciate his friendly recep-
tion and the shelter of  a good roof  and warm fireside --

Wednesday 8: A cold, chilly morning - cloudy day and 
muddy roads, pushed on to Pine Bluff, 35 miles, paying, 20 
cts. ferriage at Saline. An entirely solitary road, nobody 
seemed to be going my way. I had to draw on my own inter-
nal resources for company and entertainment. Put up at the 
Finnerty House which had but little to recommend it but a 
fine warm fire in the Bar room or Hall -

Thursday 9:  After looking around a while and seeing some 
acquaintances, paid bill $2.50 and rode down the bank of  the 
turbid Arkansas 21 miles, crossed at Brents Ferry and 
reached my old acquaintance Dr. DuBose at his plantation, 
was received with that cordiality and frank, gentlemanly kind-
ness which alas! for our race so few possess. He has within 
the last 2 or 3 years settled in this bottom, has a fine planta-
tion well stocked and is at present without his family except 
one son, the others being at Memphis. Paid 25 cts. ferriage at 
Arkansas River -

Friday 10: A very cold morning, took across the bottom and 
rode to DeWitt the new County seat of  Arkansas County out 
in the Prairie. Put up at Johnsons & Halliburtons, the latter 
of  whom is my agent and rested for the night from my fa-
tigue, at a good blazing oak fire eating a hearty supper of  hot 
corn bread and butter and coffee, with an abundant supply 
of  fresh pork, cold & hot

Saturday 11: Went over to Clerks office and examined the 
condition of  several tracts of  my land and from what my 
agent tells me there are two or three tracts that I will lose or 
have much trouble. In two cases the tracts have been taken 
under the donation laws. First and last I will lose nearly 1000 
acres in this County, including 80 in Prairie County, sold for 
taxes several years ago. To bring suit is so inconvenient, har-
rassing and expensive. I could almost make up the amount at 
home as easy. Returned to dinner, paid bill $1.75 and went 
with Halliburton to Col. Tattons, who owes me one note on a 
tract sold him 4 yrs. ago. He had started to Memphis. Went 
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in to St. Charles on White River and saw Col. T. but got no 
money. Stopped at a little tavern on the bank of  White River 
and spent a lonely night brooding over the unprofitableness 
of  my trip and the swindling operations to which I have been 
subjected in this county of  Arkansas. Determined to start 
back in the morning.

Sunday 12: Paid my moderate bill 75¢, and rode across the 
Prairie to Johnsons on Bayou Meter, where I spent the night 
comfortably and rejoiced that I had got my face turned to-
wards home. Rained today-

Plum Bayou Log House (1830s) was originally located on Plum Bayou 
near the farming community of  Scott. The house is now located in Little 
Rock at the Historic Arkansas Museum. This house was near the Bayou 

Meter area that John Brown references in the above passage, however, it 
is now referred to as Bayou Meto.

Monday 13: A warm cloudy day, rode on to Dr. Dubose’s, 
took a hearty dinner and crossed the river up the bank to At-
kins where I was treated like a brother. This is a good house 
and I fared better on account of  my acquaintances there the 
son-in-law of  the host. Paid 25¢ ferriage at the river -

Tuesday 14: After very heavy rain in the morning started 
on my way. Rode in heavy rain, stopped a short time in Pine 
Bluff  and thence took the direct way home. Got to Robin-
sons over near Saline for the night. I am hastening to get 
across the bottoms before the waters rise

Wednesday 15: Went, after paying bill $1. crossing Saline 
at Chownings Ferry 20¢ and rode to Mr. Lightfoots 20 miles 
from Camden where I partook of  his plain country fare by 
invitation - A cold night-

Thursday 16: In fine spirits, put out for home. Called at 
Lewis Burnams and rec’d $20 on my note to him for hire of  
last year, and hired to him the 2 girls for the next year at 
$190. Came home in the afternoon and found all well. With 
light heart met all the little inquiries and let myself  down to 
rest after having taken a lonely, fatiguing mule ride of  near 
three hundred miles without accomplishing much, but in the 
performance of  my duty to my business affairs. I now know 
how the matters stand -

Friday 17: Spent the day in looking after little matters at 
home & office-
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Saturday 18: In like manner. Cloudy and rainy - Boats -

Sunday 19: As usual on Sunday - happily with my little 
flock, conversing, etc -

Monday 20: As usual, only attending to some office matters 
of  importance.

Tuesday 21: I rec’d a letter from Hugh today which gives 
me much uneasiness-- It seems a split has occurred in the Ky. 
Institute which threatens its dissolution, among the students, 
and he writes for money to come home, which I sent him - 
$55 by mail. I regret this exceedingly both because it is such 
an interruption of  his education and I fear that he may be to 
some extent implicated in the ill feelings and violent proceed-
ings. A secret society seems to have been the cause of  the out-
break. I shall hope for the best

Wednesday 22: I rec’d a letter from Wm. He needs money. 
I borrowed a check from McC. &- G. for $150 and sent it by 
mail. He gives a good account of  his situation of  progress. 
My family are closely engaged, in preparing for the fair to 
come off  Christmas Eve -

Thursday 23: Settled my corporation tax about $19.72 by 
an acct. for work done by my boys and by an order favor of  
Tilghman which I retain for fees $12.00 -

Friday 24: The day as usual. In the evening I went with the 
family to the Fair at Baptist Church for erection of  a Church. 
It was handsomely fitted up, a tasteful display of  ladys work 
and tables well furnished with Ice cream, cake, fruits, etc. for 
eats, tolerably well attended and the evening passed off  with 

considerable glee and tolerably good success taking in some 
$600.----

SATURDAY 25: ANOTHER CHRISTMAS Greetings has 
arrived. I invited a few of  the young Sons of  Temperance to 
dine with me and some young ladies were with us. The day 
passed off  pleasantly with a cold water dinner and in the eve-
ning all attended the Fair again. The day passed off  credit-
able to our City, no broils or quarrels-

Sunday 26: A cloudy day, not freezing but cool.  Sore 
throats prevailing

Monday 27:  Engaged at office. Have rec’d $200 part pay-
ment of  land sold to Fagan and am advised that money is 
ready for me 1st payment on my plantation by Harley. So I 
shall shortly be able to balance up all accounts of  the year 
and feel free. The river is boatable

Tuesday 28: Spent the day at home with my dear Daughter 
who is with us. We are all happy. No other individual could 
produce the same pleasure by joining our family circle as my 
affectionate dau. Margt.

Wednesday 29: At home and at office, passing the time 
cheerily 

Thursday 30: Made settlements & examined law questions. 
All well and happy 

Friday 31: The sun shines. Some parties are coming off. I 
am hiring out the negroes at private hiring at a slight ad-
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vance on last year. I don't aim at getting the highest prices for 
hire, as I want them at good places - not abused -
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Chapter 8

This photo is of  things to come. Christmas 2011. 

Looking over Lake Hamilton, which is nothing more 

than John Brown’s Ouachita River with a dam. The 

chairs belonged to his grand daughter, India Dee Bracy, 

daughter of  Ann Hawes. John Brown’s legacy continues.
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Saturday 1: The cycle of  another year has closed and I am still 
here and still more and more thankful for the continued 
priviledges I enjoy both temporal and spiritual. I am one year 
farther on in the Journey of  Life, which has been spent usefully, 
I think, both to myself  and family. I am still favored with good 
health and strength for my necessary avocations. I feel indeed 
but very little decline either mentally or physically. My muscles a 
little stiffened and my memory on some subjects less ready and 
tenacious are the most observable symptoms of  decline. I am 
also less fitted as well as less inclined for mixed society. My own 
family are my desired society and it is an effort rather than a 
pleasure to me to mingle with and conform to the Rules of  what 
is called gay society. I am happy in the drudgery of  business nec-
essary to support my family. Nothing remarkable has distin-
guished the past year in my history, that I know of. My pecuni-
ary affairs are some what improved and my circumstances easier 
than ever before, but without any great increase. I have built me 
a comfortable house which has cost me some $1500 or $1600. 
cash, an addition to our comfort.

ROCKPORT

❖ The first documented franchise bridge was the Washita 
Bridge built over the Ouachita River at Rockport. The 
Washita Bridge was built by the Little Rock Bridge 
Company in 1846. The bridge was described as “a 
lattice type bridge built of  wood.” The description of  
the bridge indicates it was a covered bridge of  the 
Town Lattice truss design; it was washed away in a 
flood the year after its construction. The site selection 
was due to two huge novaculite boulders that are on the 
edge of  each bank. The bridge was rebuilt multiple 
times and today a modern bridge is in place.
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Sunday 2: Spent the day with the family. Margaret and fam-
ily contributing to the interest of  the family circle. Mr. Carle-
ton also came up this evening.

Monday 3: Spent the day mostly engaged in professional 
matters. We all have what is called bad colds. The weather is 
excessively damp and the air penetrating, altho not cold-- 

Tuesday 4: Mr. C. & Margt. left us for home this morning. 
We have had more company for two or three weeks than 
usual, and gradually extending our hospitality as circum-
stances will permit. Expenses are heavy but we economize 
them as much as practicable.

Wednesday 5: I spent the day as usual. The men are hiring 
by the day. Willis & Steven -$1.00 and Thom $1.25 cash. 
This helps a good deal. I am making some collections and 
paying off  as fast as possible. Altho I have endeavored to pay 
as I went for the past Year I find my accounts considerable.

Thursday 6: As usual. I am afflicted with cold and scarcely 
fit for business

Friday 7: I spent the day in arranging money matters and 
settlements,

Saturday 8: This day once so celebrated passed off  without 
any public demonstration, indeed scarcely noticed. A freeze 
which has been rare this winter so far chills us a little. We 
have a good river and boats sufficient for all purposes of  navi-
gation--

Sunday 9: Attending church and nursing myself  at the fire, 
reading, etc.

Monday 10 As usual. I am looking out for another piece of  
property to purchase. I have sold a good deal of  land the past 
year, and I must reinvest so as not to let the proceeds of  my 
lands all slip thru my fingers. It is my principal capital.

Tuesday 11: Busy in settlements, etc. I am now realizing 
some little of  the proceeds of  past services in the law with the 
prospects of  doing more this year than heretofore---

Wednesday 12: Very wet, muddy and disagreeable. Streets 
crowded with waggons etc. and business active and flourish-
ing --The brick buildings in the burnt block almost up-

Thursday 13: As usual, dark, damp and cloudy. I bought 
the other day Dr. Bacons furniture in his shop, being offered 
low, for William’s benefit when he comes home.

Friday 14: A sunshiny day again. Which has been rare for 
the last month, I hired the girl Louisa this week to Dr. Hitch-
cock for three months at rate of  $25. I have discontinued en-
tering in this Journal receipts and disbursements. All that will 
appear accurately in my cash book and is too lengthy to be 
included here.

Saturday 15:  As usual at the office. I settled accounts. 
Weather still irregular, and cold prevailing. Our climate of  
late years seems to have lost much of  its charms, so sudden 
and so severe are the changes.
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Sudden sickness and death is often the result, and much dis-
comfort to those who live--

Sunday 16: I started up to Princeton, a rather pleasant day 
on my mule, travelling as tho something was the matter. 
Stayed at Mrs. Stokes, the first call since the death of  that 
good man, whom I have long esteemed and whose hospitality 
I have so often enjoyed. One of  the few "Noblest Works of  
God". I entered the mansion with mournful thoughts, but 
was pleased to observe before I left that the family were 
adapting themselves to the new state of  things, and energeti-
cally carrying on the establishment so as to fill up the gap his 
death has made as far as in their power.

Monday 17: Went to Princeton. Saw Major Harley and re-
ceived the first payment on my plantation and attended to 
some other business. Started out in the evening with deep 
gratitude to my Great Benefactor that I am not as I once was 
in that village. Rode to Col. R. Martins for the night.

Tuesday 18: Came home, much fatigued. I left with Col. 
Martin, B. C. Harleys several notes, for him to make an ar-
rangement with Colonel Harley to obtain a credit on my note 
to the Improvement Commissioners of  that County, say for 
$364. or thereabouts. Found all well at home except our 
usual colds. I find Hugh at home and rejoice to see him so 
well and greatly improved.

Wednesday 19: Resumed my usual routine of  business, a 
considerable part of  which is keeping up my private business, 
taxes, lands, sales, settlements, education of  the children and 

family arrangements, only a limited professional business but 
that I look into very carefully. 

Thursday 20: As usual. We are now boarding Mrs. Hay, 
the teacher and her husband occasionally. She at the rate of  
ten dollars per month for day board. Miss Ougencraft also at 
$12. for constant board. Those rates will just about quit cost, 
- We do not wish to take boarders, but to encourage the 
school and accommodate the parties we have agreed to take 
the above. Hugh is setting in to read, review and teach the 
younger children at home for a while, altho I should not have 
stopped him for a while if  the Institute had gone on without 
a scuffle. Still, I believe it is better for boys to be at home 
with their parents a portion of  their time, about that period 
of  their growth and development of  moral character, where 
the parents can and will have a good influence on them.

Friday 21: Clara is suffering greatly with her cold, and has a 
distressing cough which renders me quite uneasy. She is very 
delicate and I fear for her lungs.

Saturday 22: As usual. We have had a light freeze tho of  
short duration. I am paying the accounts of  the season, and 
will shortly have all square.

Sunday 23: Went to church and heard a good short sermon 
from Mr. Freeman of  the Baptist Church.

Monday 24: Resumed my accustomed exercises, attended 
to some office business and negotiated for the purchase of  a 
valuable lot, part of  Whites on the Hill--
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Tuesday 25: In like manner. I am much concerned about 
Clara’s health tho she is up every day. She is much worsted 
and still coughs.

Wednesday 26: As usual. I am paying out like sowing 
money. Truly these are expensive times. He who has a large 
family to provide for and educate can only tell - especially if  
there be occasionally a balance of  some old transaction drop-
ping in -

Thursday 27: Clara is still worse and had some fever this 
afternoon. I am giving her simple remedies and watching the 
progress of  disease with a jealous eye.

Friday 28: In like manner. Weather very pleasant. This has 
the appearance of  a spring day. I bought a fine lot of  corn 
from a flat boat near Rockport up the Ouachitta at 75 cts. It 
is to be hoped they will continue to supply us with corn 
rather than to have to bring it up from New Orleans--

Saturday 29: Another pleasant day. Highly favorable for 
the buildings now erecting. The brickwork is nearly com-
pleted on the row on the square.

Sunday 30: Clara is better, all getting better of  our colds - 
and we are all happy. The children turned out to the Sunday 
School. Hugh at their head, quite a force. I hope that Institu-
tion will recover. It has been declining for some time at the 
Baptist Church. There has been too much remissness on the 
part of  the members.

Monday 31: Spent the day as usual, attending to some law 
business and my private affairs.
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Tuesday 1: As usual. Hugh is now at ElDorado with his sister 
Margaret in the absence of  Mr. C. at New Orleans. 

Wednesday 2: As usual. Things moving on rather pleasantly 
and favorably. 

Thursday 3: In like manner. Busy examining some cases at 
law. 

Friday 4: Spent the day as usual. One thing I regret, the meet-
ings of  Division of  Sons have been suspended or rather not at-
tended for several weeks. Some have been sick, some absent and 
most of  the members indifferent. It is hard to keep up the inter-
est of  the institution and I have so many other things to attend 
to that I cannot spare time to rally up every week the lagging 
members. I shall have to drop it.

Saturday 5: As usual. Only a little more engaged in some 
highly important law matters which I am engaging in and such 
as are rather novel questions on the subject of  probating a sec-
ond instrument as a part of  the Will of  Dr. Williams, dec’d.

TOOK SOME BLUE MASS

❖ Blue mass was recommended as a remedy for such 
widely varied complaints as tuberculosis, constipation, 
toothache, parasitic infestations, and the pains of  
childbirth. It was a magisterial preparation, 
compounded by pharmacists themselves based on their 
own recipes or on one of  several widespread recipes. It 
was sold in the form of  blue or gray pills, or syrup. Its 
name probably derives from the use of  blue dye or blue 
chalk (used as a buffer) in some formulations. The 
ingredients of  blue mass varied, as each pharmacist 
prepared it himself, but they all included mercury.
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Sunday 6: Went to the Baptist church and heard a good ser-
mon from the Pastor, Mr. Freeman.

Monday 7: Busy In preparing the contest in the Probate 
Court. We have a fee of  $100. in that Court, and if  ap-
pealed, another fee. Judge drunk and adjourned.

Tuesday 8:  Engaged with great zeal in the trial of  the case. 
Have an array of  lawyers and authorities.

Wednesday 9: In like manner. I made one of  the most sys-
tematic and argumentative law speeches I have ever made, 
but alas, it was but throwing "pearls before swine" in this 
Court.

Thursday 10: As on yesterday, absorbed in the Will case.

Friday 11:  Closed the argument today by Judge Barnet, the 
gentlemanly lawyer who came up from Vicksburg to attend 
to the case, the property being in Mississippi, and decision 
against the probate.

Saturday 12: Agreed for a fee of  $150 to attend to the case 
on appeal in the Circuit Court and attended to various mat-
ters of  business.

Sunday 13: Went to church with my family and spent the 
balance of  the day in writing up the Journal and with my 
family at home.

Monday 14: Spent the day mainly in out of  door business. 
We have had severe washing rains. Weather unseasonably 
warm. Vegetation putting out and appearances of  spring. I 

have set Thom to work on the place to continue straightening 
out, and fixing up yard, garden, etc. fencing

Tuesday 15:  Spent the day in professional business and fix-
ing up accounts.

Wednesday 16: In like manner. I am somewhat pressed 
with business at present. More business than ever before of  a 
profitable character. Expenses heavy but fees improving.

Thursday 17: In like manner. I am engaged with Wm. 
Mack, making out statements from his books with a view to a 
settlement between Mack and Hall. I represent Hill at a fee 
of  $100. and am trying to settle the business with filing bill. 
Hugh returned from ElDorado. All well. Clara and Ann H. 
are better of  their colds but Clara has a cough which renders 
me uneasy.

Friday 18:  As usual. More rain, river rising fast. Boats com-
ing and going almost every day.

Saturday 19: Weather still unseasonably warm. Sickness 
and some deaths.

Sunday 20: Wind has veered to the North, considerable 
change. Clear and cool all tolerably well -

Monday 21: As usual. Most of  my time in making estimates 
of  Mack & Hills business,

Tuesday 22: In like manner. The weather a little more cool. 
I am now engaged in collecting and settling the books, etc. of  
A. H. Roberts and Co.
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Wednesday 23: Attending to various matters of  profes-
sional business. In the afternoon felt badly, my cold is still 
hurting me - I feel feverish and a great depression of  spirits.

Thursday 24: Remained at my house all day, the family 
nursing me, took some blue mass and had a little fever and 
some chilly sensations. I presume the effect of  cold.

Friday 25: I had a sick day of  it. Took quinine in the morn-
ing to prevent chill, but took it too late and walked about in 
the damp air which very soon was attended with a severe 
chill or old fashioned ague and considerable fever. I suffered 
a good deal and am going to be salivated, which by the bye 
always relieves me if  not too severe. I am and have been for 
some time much constipated and which I should have re-
moved some time ago or I would have escaped this attack.

Saturday 26: I feel better this morning but still not well. I 
took oil. I had no more chill, taking my anti-chill remedy, qui-
nine pills made up with oil of  black pepper. Still I feel badly 
and but for the kind nursing of  my family would feel disconso-
late. My lungs seem more concerned than usual with me.

Sunday 27: I have still to keep my room, a good deal out of  
fix, am salivated a little.

Monday 28: I wished to be at the Princeton Court today, 
but am disappointed. The river is largely over the bottom, 
nearly up to common highwater. I received the balance of  
the first payment of  my Saline land from Fagan by S. Abbott, 
Esq. Keep my room still but can read and enjoy the family cir-

cle, tho I am depressed, and more affected by the cold than 
ever before and my bowels very torpid.
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Tuesday 1: In like manner. Hugh and G. Scott are reading law 
with me. My attention is again called to the starting point of  my 
profession. The weather has suddenly changed and is much 
cooler.

Wednesday 2: The Spring seems to be premature, fruit all in 
bloom and we have had no snow to cover the ground, nor freeze 
of  three days continuance during the winter. We now fear unsea-
sonable cold--

Thursday 3: The cold passed off  with a light white frost, no 
harm done to fruit etc. and a pleasant day at last. We have 
emerged from clouds and damps and again have the bright rays 
of  the sun. Yes! Old Sol! is himself  again in our view, and all na-
ture seems to enjoy his presence.

Friday 4: I went out a little yesterday and today with my jaws 
tied up. My cough still seriously troubles me. The family are gar-
dening and planted watermelons. 

Saturday 5:  Clara was taken with an attack of  Neuralgia with 
which she suffered extremely in the night. Her health seems 

WATERMELON ISLAND

❖ “I have received a fine lot of  corn from Hot Springs 
County down the river by flat boat at 75cts. from Col. 
Morrisons farm on Watermelon Island in the 
Ouachitta.”

❖  Colonel Daniel Morrison came from Georgia in 
1838 and homesteaded his farm on Morrison Island 
in the rich bottom land of  the Ouachita River, 
sometimes called Watermelon Island.  Here he built a 
spacious colonial home and furnished it in keeping 
with the wishes of  his beautiful young wife whom he 
brought from Georgia.  
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never to have been sound the whole winter, first cold and 
jaundice, then cold debility, now winding up with neuralgia. 

Sunday 6: Disease of  the  lungs has prevailed much more 
than usual, Indeed very few seem to have escaped an attack 
in some shape or other during the winter. Some few cases of  
Typhoid fever. I sent off  by Mr. T. to New Orleans to the 
credit of  Turner & Davis, Phila. $450. an acct. of  money col-
lected of  Toney & Hodnutt.

Monday 7: I spent the day at home. As is usual with me 
when I take medicine to stop an attack, I have been slightly 
salivated and cannot face the wind.

Tuesday 8: I spent the day at the office in professional busi-
ness, quite closely engaged now.

Wednesday 9: In like manner. I am not over my cold yet 
and occasionally feel the worse of  it. We have had no freez-
ing worthy of  notice during the winter but extreme dampness 
with occasional sudden changes which have proved very inju-
rious -

Thursday 10: I am now paying a good deal of  attention to 
Hughs study of  law. He and C. C. Scott are making quite re-
spectable progress. A sudden and severe change of  the air, 
and white frost. Being dry, I hope no serious injury is done to 
the fruit.

Friday 11: A fine clear cool day. Spent the day as usual. 
Business seems to be active, improvements going on well and 
the prospects of  our little city as good or better than ever be-
fore.

Saturday 12:  Busy at the office. Sold and conveyed two 
fractions of  land 136.53 acres, about the last I have in Clark 
County to Col. Whittaker at $2.50 per acre, he agreeing to 
pay the taxes of  last year estimated at from $3. to $5. He 
paid me by draft on New Orleans. I have just had two old 
rec's for collection of  about $200. presented, given 22 years 
ago.  I cannot find whether the money was ever paid over or 
not but fear it has been overlooked. At all events I have got 
no showing for it. I wrote to Mr. Creedup that rather than 
take the risk of  doing wrong about the matter I would take 
them up, paying interest for about half  the time. This goes to 
show how careful we ought to be in keeping entries of  every-
thing we do, and taking up receipts whenever we pay money. 
I was too careless about things of  that sort when I was 
crowded with business some 18 or 20 years ago and this old 
North Carolinian it seems has taken good care of  his old pa-
pers. His name is P. C. Person ---

Sunday 13: A cloudy and chilly morning no freezing. I went 
to the Presbyterian Church and heard a good sermon from 
Mr. Boggs, a supply for the present occasion.

Monday 14: I spent the day busily at the office. I have 
Thom now at work on my lot, palings, etc. and Steven and 
Willis bring me in regularly a dollar a day each -

Tuesday 15: In like manner. I am not in as good health as I 
could wish, gradually improving. It seems difficult for me to 
get over the effects of  the cold I have had ever since 1st Janu-
ary. Clara is also feeble, and her delicate frame is effected seri-
ously by cold, etc.
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Wednesday 16: In like manner. We have had very heavy 
rains accompanied in some places with a Tornado and the 
air damp and cloudy. The country is saturated with water 
and the air is damp and cloudy.

Thursday 17: A very damp cloudy, and part of  the time 
rainy day. Very dark which casts a corresponding darkness 
over my feelings. I did but little today, read papers, etc.-

Friday 18: I rec’d letters from Mr. Creedup accepting my 
proposition for settlement of  the receipts favor of  P. C. Per-
sons. I enclosed him at Tulip Halls note for pl. and int. 
$230.83 and my own note for $69.17 making $300. I will at 
least have the consciousness of  doing now what should have 
been done 20 years ago if  it has not been paid and if  it ever 
has - I should have had some showing for it. I am also In-
clined to the opinion that it some way or other was not set-
tled, but I cannot be certain about it. One thing is certain it 
is settled now and I am easy about it. I desire sincerely that if  
I did in confusion of  former embarrassments omit to pay any-
thing that should be paid, to live long enough to discharge 
all. To render to every man his due and altho I have been 
called upon fraudulently by some and doubtless paid some 
unjustly claimed, I have the comfort of  aiming at right, and 
doing justice.

Saturday 19: I spent the day as usual. My mind steady and 
composed, vigilant in regard to my business affairs, and the 
provision for and government of  my family.

Sunday 20: In like manner. I am doing some business in my 
profession which with my private business pretty well occu-

pies the week. And I feel a peculiar pleasure in going to 
Church on Sunday and hearing a good sermon, and seeing 
my neighbors-

Monday 21: Spent the day as usual.

Tuesday 22: In like manner. We are looking with much anxi-
ety for the return of  William from Philadelphia. We learn 
that he has graduated in his profession (doctor), and look 
with the eagerness of  an affectionate family to meet him at 
the close of  his course of  education and see him launch for 
himself  upon the sea of  life.

Wednesday 23: As usual. Things working on smoothly. And 
with occasional slight interruptions to which human affairs 
are always subject happily. I have no doubt I enjoy as much 
rational happiness as man may expect on earth.

Thursday 24: As usual. I have received a fine lot of  corn 
from Hot Springs County down the river by flat boat at 
75cts. from Col. Morrisons farm on Watermelon Island in 
the Ouachitta and am glad that the people above are turning 
their attention to us as a market. It is much better than send-
ing to N. Orleans for corn.

Friday 25: I spent the day closely at the office preparing for 
the approaching Court.

Saturday 26: In like manner. We have now 3 weeks allowed 
for holding the Circuit Court here and a large Docket to dis-
pose of---
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Sunday 27:  Went to church and afterwards rode out for the 
first time this winter, in the evening I rode over 80 acres of  
land which I lately bought on a credit at say $1440. on specu-
lation. It is adjoining town and altho broken and poor I think 
will yield a profit.

Monday 28: Our Circuit Court commenced today. The 
Judge has not yet got home and no Court --

Tuesday 29: Busy In Court. I obtained some advantages in 
pleading on pleas in abatement on a number of  cases. There 
is a strutting theatrical company opening here which attracts 
much attention. Our town is simple on the subject of  shows 
and exhibitions of  every sort which will put out flaming 
cards, and bills, and make something like sport. Court open-
ing this morning,

Wednesday 30: Court matters going well.

Thursday 31:  In like manner.  I am becoming more famil-
iar with matters of  practice in this State.  Indeed my investi-
gations are more careful than when I was practicing before, 
and all I can or do trace out principles of  law more thor-
oughly than I ever did before ---
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Friday 1: In like manner.

Saturday 2: Also. Much, business has been disposed of  during 
the week and the Jury was discharged today. Motions, etc. only 
attended to and the afternoon all leisure.

Sunday 3: We have had more frost, quite cold weather for the 
season. Some of  the fruit killed -

Monday 4: Court proceeding again. Boats still coming up. I 
rec’d a little lot of  freight by the Moro, say 20 gal. of  linseed oil 
$1.10. --

Tuesday 5: In like manner. I have settled my rent account for 
last year with John J. Harris at $100. after deducting all repairs 
which he paid me -

Wednesday 6: Attending the proceedings of  the Court strictly, 
altho I have been more or less in Court and observing law pro-
ceedings almost all of  the active part of  my life, there are many 
things new. They suggest themselves upon noticing the run of  
cases on a long and varied docket--

MABIE’S MENAGERIE AND CIRCUS

❖ MABIE BROTHERS [Edmund F., Jeremiah]. 
Operated E. F. & J. Mabie’s circus.They were astute 
businessmen, close-mouthed and tight-fisted. Jeremiah 
retained his residence in Putnam County, NY. Neither 
brother was married until they were 40 years of  age, 
both marrying wives in their teens.
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Thursday 7: As usual. Nothing new or strange today. The 
special Judge, Flannagan is getting very well on with the 
cases which he has been commissioned to try.

Friday 8: As usual. Business still going on in Court. Theatre 
at night, as well as auctions and our little City begins to look 
quite citylike. Part of  the new brick houses which have been 
erected instead of  the burnt ones are already occupied and 
others will be shortly finished. --

Saturday 9: As usual on Saturday. Judge Flannagan went 
up and spent the evening with us. He is the right sort of  a 
man uniting integrity with solid talents-

Sunday 10: Attended church as usual. Had the pleasure of  
the company of  William with us. He has returned an M. D. 
and is an agreeable fine looking young man, is setting out for 
practice here and I think has good prospects of  steady habits, 
and sterling integrity united with good address. I think he will 
repay me for the struggle which it has given me to take him 
through his education.

Monday 11: We took up a Will case of  great moment to the 
parties and spent the day upon it. I made a long argument 
and cited many authorities.

Tuesday 12:  The Will case of  Dr. Williams was finished 
and decided in our favor. This was glory enough for one day.

Wednesday 13: Court Still progressing but the Judge being 
taken sick sets back the business --

Thursday 14: Not much done except motions, etc,

Friday 15:  As on yesterday. Court sat part of  the day. We 
are obliged to continue some of  the cases which we would 
have like to have tried.

Saturday 16: But little done except making up and reading 
the minutes, business not through, but pretty well advanced. 
So ends a long term and I went to the singing, choir meeting 
at the Baptist Church at night, pretty well contented, not hav-
ing indulged one night in the popular amusements of  the 
Theater and Circus. At the commencement of  the term I 
went to the supper and fair gotten up by the Presbyterian la-
dies to help out the building of  that church--

Sunday 17: I went to church with the family. In the evening 
took a dull chill and slight fever all night, effects of  cold. The 
weather has changed again to that penetrating chilly damp-
ness which so seriously affects me. I had intended to go to El-
Dorado to Court but am prevented by the state of  my health. 
There is too much sickness about our town for comfort,

Monday 18: Felt badly all day and kept my room. I become 
low spirited whenever these spells of  cold come upon me. I 
feel that every day is necessary for me to be stirring --

Tuesday 19: I still feel badly, took medicine yesterday (calo-
mel) which had a fine effect and today quinine. Had no chill, 
but the cold holds on to me. Kept my room ---
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Wednesday 20:  Am some better and stirred out a little. 
Louisa has come home from Dr. Hitchcocks having been 
hired since the 1st January at $25. per annum.

Thursday 21: Not well but am attending to business part of  
my time. Balance with the family ---

Friday 22:  In like manner. Weather very damp and dis-
agreeable.

Saturday 23: Clara started down to Eldorado to be with 
Margt. whom we have just learned has been confined and suf-
fers very much. The birth of  a Grandson is announced. 
Hugh went to drive her down with little Clara and was met 
on the way by Mr. Carletons's buggy coming for her and so 
Hugh returned. William has bought a buggy for $75. from 
Dr. Orom, sort of  a partnership between him and me. I paid 
about 3/4 of  it $25. in cash. So we have it between us and it 
is likely to be an economical arrangement---

Sunday 24: I had concluded to start to ElDorado this eve-
ning but I am afraid to leave Ed. He is threatened with Flux 
and I have not confidence in the matter of  his health since 
his difficult recovery last summer. I wrote to Clara. I am still 
not well.

Monday 25:  Spent the day mainly at the office. We are 
moved down to the lower room and retain the present room 
for a lodging room for Karr and Williams. I am now better 
fixed in the way of  an office than heretofore since I have 
been in Camden. I am also pleased with the arrangement for 
William. I gave him up the front room the corner, all fur-

nished with furniture, and the papers have given a handsome 
notice of  his debut. I feel that his prospects are very fair and 
he is zealous in the cause ---

Tuesday 26: I am much relieved at hearing by letter from 
Mr. C. that Margt. and child doing well. Ed is still disor-
dered. I have been watching him closely to see when it may 
be necessary to give him medicine. I gave him some prepared 
chalk tonight,

Wednesday 27: A new excitement among our people -- 
Mabie’s menagerie and Circus had made its appearance and 
the people of  our excitable city are all going.  Ed having 
taken a second portion of  the prepared chalk is better. Slept 
well all night for the first time in a long time.

Thursday 28: An exceedingly wet day. Having promised 
my two little boys to go with them to the circus I had to com-
ply tonight altho a very wet, disagreeable night. They were 
wondrously excited and pleased and I was remunerated for 
the price of  the tickets and the inconvenience of  going by wit-
nessing their curiosity and interest in the exhibition. Dick 
had never seen anything of  the kind before and Henry never 
a circus ---

Friday 29:  A fair warm day again and I feel much better. 
Busy at the office. Ed is better. Steven has been laying up a 
week with his bowels illness and is some better. Thom is paint-
ing and finishing my enclosure, palings around my house. 
Clara is still with Margt. and altho Ann is doing very well in 
the household we miss Ma very much, and she is anxious to 
get home -
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Saturday 30: Busy at the office. In the evening I bought 
seed potatoes and asked for help of  the chaps. Tom plowing 
and we planted a patch of  Irish potatoes in the garden, part 
of  the White lot. Everything moving on as usual, and I am 
improving in health. It requires the utmost vigilance on my 
part to keep everything up purchases, settlements, payments, 
letters, lands, taxes, tuition and board bills, daily expenses for 
something for such a family as I have -- I have now set Wil-
liam off  but I have to aid him yet and keep an eye on his ar-
rangements, but I have great satisfaction in the society and 
prospects of  my children, who are all thus far promising and 
affectionate---
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Sunday 1: I spent the day as usual on the sabbath, mostly at 
the house with the children.

Monday 2:  As usual. Ed is not entirely well. Keep constant 
watch on him. Not much sickness in town. Steven better. I used 
mostly castor oil and laudanum. It checks the disease in present 
form.

Tuesday 3: In the afternoon I started to ElDorado in the 
buggy and went as far as my old friend Scoggins where I spent 
the night pleasantly in rural hospitality -

Wednesday 4: Started after early breakfast and got to Mr. C's 
about 1 o'clock. Found Margt. up and doing well. Clara and lit-
tle Clara who is with her both well and also Margt’s family ex-
cept some black children which I administered to and relieved. 
Passed my time happily with the family, Mr. C. being off  at Co-
lumbia County Court. This little shaver is my first grandson and 
bears my name, a fine thriving child. So I am quite a patriarch.

Thursday 5: Spent the day happily with the family. All at our 
ease, ate slept and read as suited us and I enjoyed Margt’s early 
vegetables. Mr. C. is well situated on his little farm and is getting 

BEES

❖ “All at our ease, ate slept and read as suited us and I 
enjoyed Margt’s early vegetables. Mr. C. is well 
situated on his little farm and is getting plenty of  
everything necessary around him. Has a good crop of  
small grain...I attended to having a swarm of  bees 
and did not even go into town”
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plenty of  everything necessary around him. Has a good crop 
of  small grain.

Friday 6: In like manner. I attended to having a swarm of  
bees and did not even go into town

Saturday 7: In like manner, free from trouble and measura-
bly from care, feel better myself  than when I left home, but 
some vistage of  my old cold, - Got a letter from home and 
learn that all are doing well. Mr. C. got home tonight. I gave 
him a draft on Henderson Terry Co. for $150. in part pay-
ment of  the amount I assumed on Vaughan and Arringtons 
debt to Lippincott & Co, which he has for collection.

Sunday 8:  Spent the day pleasantly, at a good dinner and 
in the evening left for home travelled to Dr. LaMarrs and 
spent the night comfortably and sociably -

Monday 9:  After early breakfast rode home and was happy 
to find all pretty well and of  course glad to see us. Learnt the 
history of  the time of  our absence and quietly went to rest ---

Tuesday 10:  Set in to business again after my weeks leisure 
trip. Steven has had another attack of  flux in our absence. 
William attended to and relieved him. It seems however hard 
to get him well, Ed also has had another, indeed has not been 
entirely well. The weather is becoming warm and vegetation 
begins to appear luxuriant. River still in good boating order 
and boats running -

Wednesday 11: In like manner. I feel better as the weather 
grows warm. William is getting some practice. Hugh is read-
ing Blackstone, and conducting himself  with great propriety. 

Henry & Dick say their lessons at home. Susan is at school in 
the institute. Mrs. Kay who eats with us at the Institute - We 
have an agreeable time of  it, perhaps the happiest period of  
our lives. I have but little to do with society and its forms. It is 
enough for me to stand at the helm and steer the ship. If  I 
can keep all things straight and procure the means of  setting 
my family in their proper light in society, I consider it as 
much as I can do. This takes all my time, and the exercise of  
all the faculties I possess, without any distraction of  the pleas-
ures or requirements of  social life, beyond what every gentle-
man owes to those with whom he necessarily associates --

Thursday 12: In like manner. Some small business doing in 
the office but none of  importance. I read some law and exam-
ined some cases and am endeavoring to settle up everything I 
can, so as to have my affairs as far as practicable relieved of  
all confusion.

Friday 13: As usual. Weather quite warm for the season, 
business of  the City quite dull.

Saturday 14: In the usual easy and contented routine.

Sunday 15: Went to church as usual on Sunday, and spent 
the balance of  the day with the family.

Monday 16: As usual. I have the most powerful inclination 
to sleep. Indeed I cannot do without eight or nine hours in 
the 24. I always have been a good sleeper --

Tuesday 17: I spent the day as usual, arranging papers, etc. 
reading law etc. In the evening started on a trip up to Dr. Ruf-
fins in Clark County on business and rode out to my old 
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friend Samuels and spent the night amidst the utmost hospi-
tality -

Wednesday 18: Started early after breakfast and rode a 
very fatiguing days ride of  40 miles over rough, crooked 
roads up to Dr. R's and spent the night. I ride my mule Kit 
and she walks well but I am so little accustomed to riding it 
fatigues me exceedingly. I find very rich lands up in that sec-
tion, but would not like it.

Thursday 19:  After taking a look at the farm and chatting 
with the family a while, I received from Dr. R. the note of  
Keys which he had for collection and went up to McMills 
about 20 miles to get it discharged by McNeill and 
McClemm who had assumed it. I than went out two miles 
and spent the night with Dr. McLeird 6 miles from Arkadel-
phia --

Friday 20: Went down to the mill and received Mrs. Wil-
cox's note for collection, to pay fees first, and then to retain 
the amount of  Keys note, pl. and int. $l33.88 and gave up 
Keys note, then rode on "solitary and alone" 3 miles over to-
wards Camden to Mr. Sanders where I was forced in by the 
storm, and had rather coarse fare.

Saturday 21: After breakfast and paying bill $1.00 I rode 
home, a drisling damp morning. Altogether a fatiguing trip 
but compensated by the consciousness of  having accom-
plished what was my duty, the securing of  a debt which was 
in jeopardy -

Sunday 22:  Went to church. Had a good deal of  company 
and rested from the fatiguing ride -

Monday 23:  At my ease reading, balancing accounts, mak-
ing calculations, etc 

Tuesday 24: In like manner. I appropriate part of  my time 
to examine Hugh and C. Scott who are studying law with 
me, about twice in the week when I am at home -

Wednesday 25: As usual, not doing much in the law, but 
taking much interest in the improvement, and movements of  
my children, now my greatest concern as well my greatest 
source of  happiness --

Thursday 26: At home and at the office as usual.

Friday 27: In like manner. We have had company and a 
large family for some time.

Saturday 28:  Spent the day as usual. Weather very warm 
for the season. 

Sunday 29:  As usual - attended church and wrote up my 
Journal 

Monday 30:  Attended to business at the office. Nothing 
profitable doing today however. I am gradually collecting in 
some little dues which are about sufficient to discharge my 
current cash expenses.

Tuesday 31: In like manner. At my leisure I am looking into 
some branches of  the law more thoroughly than I have ever 
done before, And it surprizes me how I have got along as I 
have done without the knowledge which I am now acquiring 
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by a more leisure and judicious investigation of  some of  the 
more intricate points of  the law. How much better if  I had 
done this when younger instead of  the moments and even 
days of  folly and idleness which I spent when I felt that I had 
time ahead to do everything --
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Wednesday 1: spent the day as usual except an hour or two in 
examining my students, Hugh & C. Scott who interest me in 
their progress in the law. It is highly pleasing to me to witness 
the developments of  the youthful minds and especially under 
my own instruction -

Thursday 2: As usual. storms are prevailing in the country 
around, but we are getting dry -

Friday 3: The weather has become almost unpleasantly cool 
and the change hurts me -

Saturday 4: Disagreeably cold, necessary to have fire for com-
fort -

Sunday 5: I spent the day as usual at Church, etc. The family 
all well, except that Clara is in delicate health all the time, and I 
cannot get Steven well again. I do not like his situation.

Monday 6:. At the office as usual. Some small matters coming 
up occasionally.

Tuesday 7: In like manner. Weather becoming warmer

TOOK THE STAGE

❖ The first stage route in the state was established by 
Wright Daniels, between Little Rock and Arkansas 
Post in the fall of  1826, with a contract for carrying 
the mail between the two points and coaches were 
arranged for the conveyance of  passengers.  The coach 
left Little Rock every Tuesday at noon and arrived at 
Arkansas Post the following Thursday evening; 
returning, it departed from Arkansas Post at 8 o’clock 
Friday morning, arriving in Little Rock Monday 
about 10 a.m.  The fare was $8 one way and each 
passenger was allowed to carry 14 lbs of  baggage.

352

AT WILSON’S  SPRING,  CATCHING AND 
FRYING AND EATING FISH

June 1859



Wednesday 8: In like manner.

Thursday 9: We are becoming very dry. The garden is fail-
ing and the clouds all seem to go around without rain. It is 
truly early for rains to cease. The river is running down low.

Friday 10: Spent the day pleasantly with my wife and a few 
friends at Wilsons Spring, catching and frying and eating fish. 
Fishing is fine in the summer now but I am not successful my-
self. Our river is valuable on that account, both for the fish 
and the sport. The young folks are out at Frys very often 
since business has become dull.

Saturday 11:. As usual. I am dreading another trip I have 
to make out and the sun is too hot and the fatigue too great 
for me on horseback. I had an attack of  cholic this evening --

Sunday 12: I feel better but not well. I went to Episcopalian 
church-

Monday 13: I took the stage on my trip to Monticello. Paid 
passage $8. had rough sailing all day and all night, but were 
favored with rain which cooled the air -

Tuesday 14: Arrived at Monticello at daylight, took a nap 
and attended to business all day, collected some money, and 
obtained judgment by confession on some notes I held for col-
lection, paid $8.00 passage to Owen the agent, took the stage 
for home in the evening. Supped at Col. Wills, the first stand, 
and travelled again all night.

Wednesday 15: Got home about 3 o'clock, much fatigued, 
and worn down for want of  sleep but feeling better that I had 

done my duty to my clients for when we undertake profession-
ally, we should not permit a little inconvenience or expense to 
prevent us from the performance of  our engagements faith-
fully.

Thursday 16: Rested and slept much of  the day, answered 
letters, etc,

Friday 17: We have not had the rains which have so greatly 
refreshed the most part of  the country. It is exceedingly hot 
and dusty, Our garden is ruining. The river is quite low and 
scarcely any thing seems to be successful but fishing -

Saturday 18: Engaged closely at the office, examining legal 
questions of  doubt and intricacy -

Sunday 19: We have at last had a good rain, which is very 
refreshing. It gives now life to animal as well as vegetable pro-
duction. All nature seemed to be drooping before -

Monday 20: I set out balance of  my ground in potato slips. 
Better hopes of  melons and vegetables. Steven is better but it 
seems difficult to get him up to be fit for work again. He has 
not worked a day for some two or three months. Thoms work-
ing at the house and Willis is the only one that is bringing in 
any thing now. He pays his dollar per day -

Tuesday 21: As usual - The weather is much more pleasant 
since the rain but the usual sudden change is too great for 
health.

Wednesday 22: I spent the day as usual, only reading a lit-
tle more closely-
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Thursday 23: In like manner. Money matters pretty tight 
with me on acct, of  failure to collect some debts which I had 
counted on -

Friday 24: I am not so well. Have taken cold, and do noth-
ing but eat and sleep. My head seems to be clogged so that I 
cannot think, and my system inert so that I am without ani-
mation or energy, still I am not sick, and when in this condi-
tion always low spirits -

Saturday 25:  As usual. Only more inactive and drowsy -

Sunday 26: Spent the day lazily and low spirited, eat my ra-
tions at each meal and sleep the balance except an hour in 
the evening pleasantly spent at the exercises of  the Sunday 
School, preparatory to the celebration to be held on the 4th 
of  July --

Monday 27: I spent the day mainly at the office and in set-
tling some accounts. The city is rather dull in the way of  busi-
ness of  every description. Crops are reported unusually good, 
particularly corn, which is encouraging, that being the great 
consideration in the country all the time -

Tuesday 28:  As usual. Spent the day principally in examin-
ing the laws on the subject of  garnishment, a question having 
sprung up as to Jurisdiction - Attending Mrs. Hays examina-
tion exercises --

Wednesday 29: In like manner. Steven is slowly recovering 
from his illness, but cannot do any work and I fear will not 
shortly - This shortens my cash income rather inconveniently 

Thursday 30: As usual. The weather is more cool. Our gar-
den is recovering and we are having quite a supply of  vegeta-
bles. Health of  the City good. Altho occasionally a sudden 
death occurs -
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Friday 1:  Busy at the office examining some law questions. 
Had a pleasant evening at the concert, etc. at the Institute at the 
close of  Mrs. Hays examination. Susan read her composition 
well. But she is so exceedingly sensitive as to her performance 
that the failure in a question confuses her ---

Saturday 2: Spent the day as usual -

Sunday 3: Heard a good sermon at the Episcopal Church, in 
company with Clara -

Monday 4: This day distinguished by the public annunciation 
of  principles most important to the human family, since the 
birth of  the Savior of  mankind, was celebrated by the union of  
the several Sunday Schools of  the City at a cold collation fur-
nished by the parents, and by several appropriate speeches, after 
the reading of  the Declaration of  Independence, by Hugh, his 
first appearance on the public stage. It was largely attended and 
handsomely conducted and constitutes one of  the few steps of  
modern progress which are really improvements in moral ac-
tion. This mode of  celebration of  this sacred day, was a happy 
thought, and it is to be hoped it will be kept up. All retired in 

ANNE HAWES AND WILLIAM

❖ An important event to one of  my family transpired this 
morning, ANN HAWES WAS MARRIED TO 
MR. WM. F. BRACY at 6 o'clock. They entered the 
carriage immediately and set out for Mount Lebanon, 
Louisiana, on a visit to Mr. Humphrey's and family. 
The matter came off  privately and without any 
wedding parade which was the choice of  the parties 
and suited us much better, as we are not prepared for 
giving such an entertainment as would be expected, nor 
would Clara's strength and health have sustained her 
in the fatigues of  such an occasion. 
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good order, and cheerfully at about 2 o'clock after an an-
nouncement to adjourn until this day 12 months. The meet-
ing was held under the large cotton shed on the highest point 
of  the Bluff  of  the Ouachitta.

Tuesday 5:  Weather pleasant and comfortable. Everything 
quiet, and none of  the usual evidences of  debauch, attending 
public celebrations visible. No quarrels of  the day before to 
settle. No animosities excited by the intoxicating cup (among 
respectable citizens) to be reconciled and made up but busi-
ness and society moving on even more harmoniously than be-
fore. The night rather strangely cool, as contrasted with the 
preceding two weeks.

Wednesday 6: Hugh and Ann H. started down early this 
morning on a visit to Mr. Carletons at ElDorado, in Williams 
buggy. Mrs. Hay left us and we are quiet and our family re-
duced in numbers -

Thursday 7: Morning cool and pleasant. I omitted to men-
tion that an evening before last I consented to give away in 
marriage my second daughter, a valuable gift, and which I 
can but hope will be duly appreciated. She has made her 
choice and unless I saw some substantial objection I would 
not gainsay it.-- My patience is put to the test by my partner 
who took an excessive "bust” as it is called on the 4th.

Friday 8: I spent the day in careful examination of  legal 
questions

Saturday 9:  As usual in the morning. In the afternoon in 
sidewalk indolence and social conversation. We have fine 

warm summer weather. The City healthy and my health bet-
ter than it has thro the spring and early summer.

Sunday 10: Attended meeting at the Baptist Church and 
heard a good sermon from Mr. Freeman.

Monday 11: I begin to feel anxious for the return of  the 
children, especially as Margt. and her family are to return 
with them. Dry weather again and garden suffering. There 
seems to be rain going around. Indeed I am almost despair-
ing of  seeing a season at Camden to make a good crop all 
through. It is the dryest spot in the summer season to be 
found as far North. It seems to partake of  the character of  
the extreme southern climate in having periodical rains only.

Tuesday 12: I spent the day as usual. Steven is still lying up 
with his trouble.

Wednesday 13: William had a chill and fever today. His 
health has not been good since he was sick before and he has 
a hacking cough which I do not like.

Thursday 14: William is better but still has a cough and has 
to lie up. Very unfortunate for him as now is the time for him 
to be taking place among the practising physicians of  the sea-
son. Some rains going around but none reach us -

Friday 15: I spent the day rather idly, one idea possessing 
my mind so as to exclude those others, and that is my eager 
wish to see all the children together, as expected this evening. 
They came up from ElDorado and we have all at home for 
the first time since about three years ago, and also Mr. Carle-
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ton and his 3 children quite a family, and we are enjoying the 
music, - Margt has not been up before for 6 months

Saturday 16: Doing little else than passing the time with 
the family. Wm. is confined with his cough yet, tho not in 
much pain -

Sunday 17: Spent the day as usual on this day. We are pass-
ing the time happily except the unpleasant apprehensions for 
Williams health and I cannot believe that anything serious 
will result from his present indisposition, still I fear it -

Monday 18: I spent the day as usual. Mrs. Ruffin and her 
two children are with us and we have quite a house full of  
children. Music almost incessant from them in their peculiar 
way.

Tuesday 19: In like manner. Mr. Carleton returned with 
Henry to ElD. leaving Margt. with her 3 little ones to remain 
with us until Friday -

Wednesday 20: In like manner. We find it difficult to pro-
vide for our establishment at present in such way as we would 
wish. The cattle have the black tongue and we are afraid to 
use milk or butter or beef. Our pigs have died off  with some 
unaccountable disease and chickens are rather too small, so it 
is a scuffle to set such a table as we would like.

Thursday 21:  As usual. A continued Juvenile frolic among 
the children. My attention was particularly attracted to the 
little misses. My little Clara and Dr. Ruffins Nina 5 years and 
1/2 of  age. The latter put on hoop skirts and was so much de-
lighted with herself  she could not stand still. The former was 

so humbled that she would scarcely make her appearance. 
How early in life we are beset with pride and rivalship. These 
two little cousins would scarcely associate or play together un-
til Clara got hoops also, and then we had strutting, wheeling, 
promenading and circling to the great delight of  the little ac-
tors and the amusement of  the spectators-

Friday 22: This morning Margt. and her children left for 
home accompanied by William and Susan. William goes out 
to try to recover his health which is now improving.

Saturday 23: I spent the day mainly in reading newspapers, 
with the family etc. Weather so hot as to render it disagree-
able to attend to business, musing upon an important change 
which is in contemplation in my family next week

Sunday 24: I spent the day as usual of  late rather inactively. 
Went to church in the morning.

Monday 25: As usual. I am not doing much except fixing 
up and adjusting matters already on hand. My health is how-
ever good and I am surrounded by many sources of  happi-
ness.

Tuesday 26: In like manner. Weather still warm but not 
quite so oppressive since the shower we had a few days ago -

Wednesday 27:  An important event to one of  my family 
transpired this morning, ANN HAWES WAS MARRIED 
TO MR. WM. F. BRACY at 6 o'clock. They entered the car-
riage immediately and set out for Mount Lebanon, Louisi-
ana, on a visit to Mr. Humphrey's and family. The matter 
came off  privately and without any wedding parade which 

357



was the choice of  the parties and suited us much better, as we 
are not prepared for giving such an entertainment as would 
be expected, nor would Clara's strength and health have sus-
tained her in the fatigues of  such an occasion. I am satisfied 
she has done as well as she could have done for her future 
happiness. Wealth is very acceptable in marriage but is so of-
ten accompanied with other positive objections, such as dissi-
pation and debased sentiment that, steady habits, persever-
ance in honest respectable pursuits, good sense, and correct 
moral sentiments are far more important and we seldom find 
the two united in the same person in this age. Mrs. Ruffin re-
mained today and will leave tomorrow 

Thursday 28: Mrs. R. and family left for home today. We 
have a pleasant change of  weather. It is quite cool enough 
now for the season. The house seems very still today at din-
ner, compared with the last two weeks. I spent the day closely 
engaged In professional business -

Friday 29: Spent the day busy at the office, and in settling 
accounts, etc.

Saturday 30: As usual tho a little indolent and my mind in-
active -

Sunday 31:  Went to church and spent the balance of  the 
day in reading and sleeping, etc. -
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Monday 1:  Weather very warm again. Still dry, the rains are 
falling around us, our garden almost burnt up. This has been a 
dry spot now for 3 or 4 summers, a sprinkle of  sickness in the 
City but not much serious -

Tuesday 2: Spent a dull, indolent and rather unprofitable day - 
sultry-

Wednesday 3: I am giving renewed attention to the boys about 
their lessons. Dick has been difficult to start, but is now begin-
ning to learn and I intend to take it at its ease and so secure fur-
ther progress. Henry is doing finely in his definitions & geogra-
phy.

Thursday 4:  As usual, cloudy and light shower. Sultry and 
raining around almost every evening. I have heard from William 
at ElDorado. He is improving slowly but not so fast as I had 
hoped. I am still uneasy about his health -

Friday 5: Busy as usual, Except that we have a good rain this 
evening, which is highly refreshing. The health of  the family 
good. Steven is slowly mending, doing some little jobs -

STAGECOACH STOP

❖ “Busy at the office until evening. Mr. Bracy and Ann 
returned from their bridal tour to Louisiana without 
accident or unexpected delay. They will remain with 
us a while untill a dwelling can be fitted up -”

❖ Built in 1847 by Reuben Drake, one of  the founders 
of  Mt. Lebanon, LA.  The house was used as a 
stagecoach stop for the regular stagecoach runs between 
Shreveport and Monroe. This two-story, five-bay, 
frame clapboard house has a central hall double parlor 
plan on both floors and a front colossal gallery. House 
has original interior. 
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Saturday 6: Busy at the office until evening. Mr. Bracy and 
Ann returned from their bridal tour to Louisiana without ac-
cident or unexpected delay. They will remain with us a while 
untill a dwelling can be fitted up -

Sunday 7: A clear, sultry hot day. Dick met with a little acci-
dent yesterday which gave us a temporary alarm. He was bit-
ten by a dog at M. J. Wilsons. I think it is only a flesh wound 
which may not trouble him much if  it does not inflame -

Monday 8: I spent the day busily engaged in examining law 
questions. Except as usual 1/2 hour in hearing the boys les-
sons, and my nap after dinner, which latterly indeed for most 
of  the summer I have extended a little too much, say from 
one to two hours -

Tuesday 9: In like manner. The letters we receive from El-
dorado, are not very encouraging about William and they do 
not write as often as my anxiety demands -

Wednesday 10: In like manner. I am rather low spirited, 
tho in fine health -

Thursday 11: In like manner. We have had a good shower 
of  rain but not sufficient to wet the ground, our garden is 
burning up again. This shower will refresh it -

Friday 12: As usual. The air is quite pleasant now, tho 
warm everyday.

Saturday 13: As usual. William is now at home. Health not 
much improved. I still fear the condition of  his lungs. He had 

a severe chill and fever since and has commenced a course of  
medicine to correct the torpid state of  his liver -

Sunday 14: I spent the day as usual between agitating hopes 
and fears of  Williams condition -

Monday 15: As usual. I am engaged in examining some in-
tricate questions of  law which many are now arising among 
us -

Tuesday 16: As usual. Weather pleasant summer weather. 
Williams general health is improving but his lungs are still the 
question -

Wednesday 17:  In like manner. Our market is very defi-
cient. It is difficult to get anything in the way of  fresh meats 
or butter -

Thursday 18: As usual. All the family good health except 
William. Steven is working a little at his own pleasure, cutting 
a little firewood - hopes that he will entirely recover -

Friday 19: As usual. Weather dry and cases of  bilious fever 
occurring -

Saturday 20: As usual. Busy in professional matters.

Sunday 21: Went to church, balance of  day studying to 
rally my spirits and find consolation under the afflicting pros-
pects of  Williams lost health. Should it prove serious as there 
is great reason to apprehend, it will be a blow upon his dot-
ing parents which they can never entirely recover from, and 
loss to the family, especially the younger children which will 
never I fear be repaired. I am generally resigned to the Will 
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of  Providence but while I am so in this, the frailty of  my na-
ture, without any volition of  mine oppresses my spirits and 
unconsciously I find myself  absorbed in melancholy forebod-
ings -

Monday 22: I spent closely at office business. I have more to 
do in the professional department now than I have ever had 
in the Courts of  Arkansas, especially of  a litigated character -

Tuesday 23: In like manner. Weather has been a little cool, 
for some days and pleasant -

Wednesday 24: Also busy, but mainly engaged, as far as my 
thoughts go in contemplating the case of  William and partly 
on fixing for him to take a camping trip out to the woods, etc. 
Hugh and he started this evening in a little waggon with their 
dog, gun, etc., being advised to do this as the best for the res-
toration of  his health. I fear he is too weak yet for the trip but 
he is so impatient I do not oppose it. Henry went to camp 
with them tonight -

Thursday 25: Very closely engaged at the office. This con-
stant employment is better for me at this time. The weather is 
gradually growing hot again -

Friday 26: In like manner. A night or two past for the first 
of  the season I have worked at the office at night. Nights get-
ting longer -

Saturday 27: In like manner. I am still crowded with the ex-
amination of  various litigated cases, and am making some-
thing. My partner is not sufficiently acquainted with such 
matters as to relieve me much.

Sunday 28:  I attended the Baptist Church as usual and 
heard a good sermon from Mr. Freeman. I begin to feel that 
it is time for me to let go something of  the hold I had on this 
world, or rather which it has on me, and to cleave more 
closely to the prospects of  that which is to come. Will & 
Hugh got home tonight.

Monday 29:  At the office early and late. Will is somewhat 
improved since he went out, but the symptoms of  disease of  
one lung is only the more manifest. His general health has 
somewhat improved but it is difficult to see any gain other-
wise - 

Tuesday 30: Clara and William started to Dr. Ruffin’s, a 
trip for health and a visit by Clara with the intention of  tak-
ing leisure stages on the way and for William to take a camp 
hunt or something of  the kind when up there.  Weather sud-
denly turned quite cool,

Wednesday 31: I spent the day busily at the office. There is 
an increase of  professional business this season and mine has 
increased in full proportion. I am reading, or rather examin-
ing with close research the points that come up and it re-
quires much labor, my memory is so dull in preserving closely 
the minutes of  things and that is my habit of  studying. The 
details escape me -
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Thursday 1:  We are all in fine health except colds from the 
sudden change in the weather. Ann H. is carrying on the house-
hold finely and everything going on satisfactorily (with the mel-
ancholy exception of  Williams health) and must train our feel-
ings to submit with resignation to the Dispensation of  a Wise 
Providence.

Friday 2: In like manner. A very slight rain at night. I am in 
higher health than usual. I have recommended the use of  choco-
late for breakfast. Thom has been halling wood this week and I 
have gotten up enough to do some two or three months of  good 
wood -

Saturday 3: Professionally busy. I have worked at the office 
every night this week but one untill about 11 o'clock. Miss Jane 
Rounsaville came today to spend some time with us. Weather 
warm again and a slight shower at night, tho the ground has not 
been wet enough in town to bring up turnips for about 3 
months. Our rains in Camden for the last 3 or 4 years have been 
periodical. It rains all the time and floods everything or does not 
rain at all. We have commenced using fresh meats, beef, etc, -

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

❖ “I had to attend this week two meetings of  the church 
building Committee, on which I was appointed, for a 
Union of  the Masons and Baptist Church to put up a 
fine building. Lower story church and upper Masons, 
to be erected on the corner of  my enclosure, which I let 
them have in exchange for the lot at the diagonal corner 
which the church owned.”

❖ The first Baptist Church of  Camden is still located on 
John Brown’s original lot but no longer shares the 
building with the Masons.

362

EVERY THING BURNING UP IN THE GAR-
DEN

September 1859



Sunday 4: I went to church and spent the day at my ease, 
busy in quiet reflection. My little flock are getting on as well 
as I might expect in the absence of  their mother. Ann H. is 
managing so as to come as near filling her mothers place as 
possible. Mr. Bracy is moving the house and fixing for keep-
ing house -

Monday 5: I was closely engaged at the office as usual. The 
fees to the approaching Court are much greater than ever be-
fore in this country. I spend an hour or more in teaching 
Henry & Dick their lessons. The latter is the most reluctant 
child to apply to his book I have ever had but I am adapting 
my course to his peculiarities so as to cause him to make 
some progress. He is also evincing a violence of  temper, and 
quick impulsive temperament which belongs to no other one 
of  our children -

Tuesday 6: In like manner. Weather very warm again.

Wednesday 7: In like manner. I begin to be anxious to see 
or at least to hear from Clara and William

Thursday 8: In like manner, pursuing the same routine in-
dustriously

Friday 9: In like manner. Weather exceedingly hot for the 
season. Every thing burning up in the garden. If  it does not 
rain shortly, the prospect for winter vegetables is all over, and 
even the peavines are dropping their leaves and failing to 
bloom -

Saturday 10: As usual. Rec’d a letter from Clara at Dr. Ruf-
fins, gratified to learn that she is well and William is better 

than when he left home, but the fatigue of  going up nearly 
overcame him. Miss Jane Rounsaville went to her brothers.

Sunday 11: I visited the sick in the morning and spent the 
day at home with my little flock.

Monday 12: I spent the day as usual, closely engaged at the 
office. The law is beginning to be worth my attention. My 
business to the approaching term will help me, and I am ex-
amining it well. The investigating is more thorough than I 
have ever done before. Indeed I am a better lawyer on princi-
ple than I have ever been.

Tuesday 13: In like manner. My health is fine. Clara and  
William got home safe tho the fatigue of  the trip returning in 
the heat has worsted him a little. He is stronger and looks bet-
ter, but it is uncertain whether his breast has improved much.  
Susan is still at ElD. Ann H. has been a little worsted for 
some days, probably a miscarriage. Mr. Bracy is getting on 
briskly in improving his house and preparing to go to house 
keeping. If  Williams health could have continued we would 
have been too happy for mortals. Thus the utmost height of  
happiness we can enjoy here must be marred by some ad-
verse circumstances, all no doubt for our ultimate good, but 
sometimes difficult for our partial limited views to see and un-
derstand -

Wednesday 14: In like manner. Busy day and night. My 
partner Mr. Carr, cannot assist me in business as much as I 
had hoped. He has not improved as I had expected and altho 
he has intellect and lately has been free from dissipation he 
progresses but little in a knowledge of  the practice. He is ac-
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tive and stirring among the people, but takes only a small 
part of  the labor off  my hands -

Thursday 15:  In like manner. Weather excessively hot and 
dry.

Friday 16:  In like manner. The dust at our corner is almost 
suffocating 

Saturday 17:  In like manner. We are having another such 
summer as the last, no rain to be called a rain since early in 
June, that is at this point. Most of  the country around has 
had a season and fortunately very fair crops are reported in 
most parts of  the country.

Sunday 18: I am glad to feel free today to be absent from 
the office, go to church, etc. The mornings are delightful 
now, and the health good but the evenings are disagreeably 
hot and sultry. Our esteemed friend Miss Jane Rounsaville is 
with us again. -

Monday 19: I am engaged as usual. The weather is again 
cool and dry and dusty.

Tuesday 20: In like manner untill as usual 11 o'clock at 
night. I find but little time for thorough, calm investigation 
and reflection during the bustle of  the day. I am just giving 
up the luxury of  my nap after dinner, since the days are. be-
coming shorter and cooler and the engagements of  business 
more urgent.

Wednesday 21: In like manner. Dust suffocating and the 
garden burnt up --

Thursday 22: We are turning the point called the Equinox 
without rain or storm except thick clouds of  dust. Health 
however is generally good in our town 

Friday 23:  As usual. I have been pressed into the service as 
one of  the building committee of  the new Baptist Church 
and Masonic and Odd Fellows Hall, and as usual a good deal 
of  the labor is thrown upon me. I will however give the best 
attention to it I can. The building will be a fine one for this 
city, and situated on the corner of  my lot.

Saturday 24: Williams health I fear is no better. The dis-
ease seems to be progressing. It casts a cloud over my feelings 
all the time which I cannot dispel, notwithstanding I have of  
latter years practiced and studied resignation to the dispensa-
tions of  a wise Providence. Human nature and humans are 
still there. Long cherished and what seemed reasonable hopes 
are at once crushed and my animal spirit sinks within me, in 
spite of  myself.

Sunday 25: I spent the day at church and at home. My 
mind however somewhat occupied with questions which 
would arise at the approaching Term of  Court-

Monday 26: The Circuit Court opened with Docket of  
some 300 cases. Notwithstanding my age and experience I 
felt some of  the same agitation of  feelings which in the outset 
of  my professional life beset me, Jury charged and no cases 
tried. I am laboring under a very disagreeable cold, almost to 
sickness, and other circumstances confuse my mind so much 
that I am in a great degree unfit, for business.
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Tuesday 27: In Court. Work late every night. The whole 
family ailing with depressing colds. I loose too much sleep 
and feel badly. Wm. is anxious to get off  and there is diffi-
culty in obtaining a proper outfit for such a trip as he contem-
plates -

Wednesday 28:  As usual. Business going on slowly -

Thursday 29: In like manner. Business progressing slowly 
but perhaps fast enough.

Friday 30: In like manner. I am still unwell and Clara had a 
chill. My business has not suffered. It happens most of  my 
cases are on the latter part of  the Docket. A crowd of  law-
yers, I had to attend this week two meetings of  the church 
building Committee, on which I was appointed, for a Union 
of  the Masons and Baptist Church to put up a fine building. 
Lower story church and upper Masons, to be erected on the 
corner of  my enclosure, which I let them have in exchange 
for the lot at the diagonal corner which the church owned.
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Saturday 1: As usual. A pleasant day after a good thorough 
rain. The first we have had since June. In the evening a norther 
blew up, turned quite cold in the evening, 

Sunday 2: A cool day. Mostly at home in low spirits, which I 
cannot shake off. Clara is very feeble, and mostly confined to 
her bed. William is as usual and I am doing the best I can to 
start him to try a Southern trip, camping out, being in the open 
air, etc. I bought a new vehicle of  Wilson at $210. He takes my 
mules and his horse with Thom to drive and wait on him, $90 in 
cash and such an outfit of  other comforts as suggested them-
selves. 

Monday 3:  Court still going on as usual. William left us this 
evening, a melancholy parting. His health almost hopeless, 
doubtful about our ever seeing him again. It is a distressing af-
fair to me and all of  us, The hopes of  my life seem crushed. I 
had looked to him as an important stake in my large family, 
both in example and respectability, also as a protection of  the 
younger children and their mother if  she should outlive me. 
Deep is my affliction but I will hope for the best. 

MOUNT LEBANON

❖ Mount Lebanon is a small community with eight good 
substantial representative examples of  the provincial 
Greek Revival. This is a remarkably, high number and 
concentration for northern Louisiana, an area which 
was not largely settled until the late 19th century. The 
town of  Mt. Lebanon began in 1836 when a group 
of  prosperous farmers from Edgefield District in South 
Carolina settled in the area. During 1836-1837 they 
established homes, cleared land, opened a post office 
and several stores, and organized a Baptist church.
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Tuesday 4: As usual in Court. I am without proper energy 
however to do anything interesting to myself  or others. Life 
seems to have lost its flavor, its interest and nothing seems 
worth striving for in this world of  uncertainty. 

Wednesday 5:  As usual. I am applying myself  closely to 
business and plodding on -

Thursday 6:  In like manner. I am tolerably well prepared 
in my cases in Court

Friday 7: In like manner. Weather fine, I am lonely and de-
jected. Can’t help it.

Saturday 8: I omitted to speak of  the preaching of  the cele-
brated Mr. Graves this week and Sunday, some excitement. 
The Baptists much pleased. He is rather an able man, a bold 
leader of  his particular sect and denomination. Labors to 
prove that his is the only Apostolic Church and Immersion 
the only Baptism. Seems to have more concern about the 
Church as an organization than the individuals composing it.

Sunday 9: A cool day. Attended the preaching of  Mr. 
Graves in the Grove large congregation attracted, discourse 3 
1/2 hours -

Monday 10: Court still going on. I have not received much 
new business but am attending strictly to what I have on 
hand. Susan came home with Mr. Carleton a week ago and is 
assisting Ma in her household affairs.  Ann is fixing up for 
housekeeping. Clara is still in feeble health, Fanny is laid up 
with her old complaint -

Tuesday 11: In like manner. This Court is rather an interest-
ing one, such a variety of  cases as well as practitioners. I am 
fond of  listening to the ups and downs of  the parties -

Wednesday 12:  In like manner. On last evening after 
Court adjourned a matter of  rare occurrence agitated the 
community. A fellow from Alabama was enrolled as a mem-
ber of  the bar at this term and from some trivial matter 
which he construed into an insult in Court, attacked the 
Judge (Green) just as he came out of  the Courthouse with a 
whip. He was roughly handled however by the bystanders 
and this morning a bar meeting being called, was recom-
mended to be by the Court stricken from the Roll, which was 
accordingly done.

Thursday 13: Court is still going on. Weather good, Clara’s 
health is some better but Ed is quite fretful, has an inordinate 
appetite and is not well -

Friday 14: In like manner. I felt some better than I did at 
the first of  the Court -

Saturday 15: All parties wishing a little relaxation, nothing 
was done after dinner. The Grand Jury have been discharged 
after finding some 72 bills of  Indictments, quite a commen-
tary on our County. Many of  them however were for gaming, 
altho less of  anything of  that kind is generally known than 
usual in towns like Camden. The Court was adjourned of  ne-
cessity as the Term had expired. Three weeks and got about 
half  thro the Docket. Most of  the litigation I am engaged in 
was not reached on the Docket. I rode out to Lewis Burn-
hams to get Lucy for Ann -
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Sunday 16: A rainy night and morning. About 11 I started 
home 16 miles having agreed with Burnham to get Lucy off  
from hire the balance of  the year.

Monday 17:  I desired to go to Eldorado to Court and 
spend the week with my dear daughter and her family, but 
am disappointed in the means of  travelling. William has my 
mule. Also Clara is so delicate and Ed requires attention. So I 
declined going and wrote to Mr. C. We have heard from 
Wm. at Eldorado. His trip seems to agree with him so far. So 
our hopes are raised slightly.

Tuesday 18: I spent the day idly, looking after little matters 
pertaining to my family interests. Did very little at the office, 
and Eds health not good,

Wednesday 19: Ed is quite sick, have to take regular course 
of  calomel and opium in small broken doses. Much inter-
rupted at night. Polly has been sick also and Bobs foot which 
was cut is a difficult place to heal. He is suffering much with 
it.

Thursday 20: Ed is some better, but is incorrigibly cross - 
he is wearing down his Ma in her feeble condition. We have 
our times of  it with our young children’s bowels and their ob-
stinate disposition when sick, spoilt as they necessarily are 
when sick.

Friday 21: I spent the day as usual. Weather good only tol-
erably cool. Clara is quite unwell, very feeble and Ed is wear-
ing us out, We met this evening to try to organize the Divi-
sion again by installing the officers which were elected a week 

ago. It has been almost entirely neglected for the last year, 
purely from the irregular attendance of  its members. This 
one more trial will determine the small number of  us who 
are desirous of  keeping it up. The Grand Division is to meet 
here next week and we appointed delegates -

Saturday 22: In like manner, doing but little. Our spirits 
have revived a little about William. We have heard from him 
at Mount Lebanon. He had gained strength up to that time, 
his general health improved on his camping out, etc.

Sunday 23:  Spent the day as usual on the Sabbath, except 
that I attended the Methodist Church. We are enjoying from 
our friend Col. R. Martin and Lady a visit, accompanied by 
Mrs. Dr. Borland from Dallas. They seem like family connex-
ions and of  all our neighbors in Dallas County, stood first 
with us. Clara has revived since they have been with us, and 
it affords us pleasure to render them as agreeable as possible 
while they remain with us. Mrs. Martin is an amiable excel-
lent woman, of  retiring habits, more congenial in feelings 
with Clara than she often meets with these days. Mrs. Bour-
land seems to be quite the lady, and is the third wife of  Dr. B. 
whom I have known for some 27 years in various situations. 
We all attended the Methodist Church together. A cool day -

Monday 24:  Clara was able today to ride out with the la-
dies thru town. Pleasant weather. Ann H. is busy fixing for a 
move to her own premises and is taking great interest in it, I 
delight to see the children taking an interest in domestic af-
fairs. There is where they are to find happiness or unhappi-
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ness. The world outside of  the domestic is a poor reliance for 
comfort, if  It is not to be found at home -

Tuesday 25: Our friends left us this morning for home, and 
we are all still. I am in better health, and a more cheerful 
mood of  mind than for some weeks past -

Wednesday 26: I spent the day as usual, not doing much in 
my profession at this time but looking after private business 
and domestic affairs.

Thursday 27: In like manner except that Ed had another 
attack of  Dysentery, which interrupts us much, The weather 
has suddenly and without rain turned cold and chilly though 
still clear.

Friday 28: As usual. Ed is so bad off  that we have to give 
him another course of  medicine. The little fellow is much 
worsted but the medicine is having a good effect. His mother 
is not well enough to be so much interrupted at night and he 
won’t let any one else manage him when he is sick, a perfect 
model of  obstinacy when out of  humor, what kind of  man, if  
he lives, will he make???

Saturday 29: As usual. Ed is better but cross as ever. Ann 
H. has a severe attack of  neuralgia of  the jaw and head. So 
we have it. Tabby is complaining too. Had a severe white 
frost last night, 

Sunday 30: Ann H. is suffering very much. Balance better. I 
attended Baptist Church. Altho we have had no severe spell 
of  sickness of  the ordinary, or any sort of  fevers, we have 
scarcely ever been all right well this year. Colds, coughs, 

bowel complaints and debility and ailments of  one sort or an-
other. Add to this that we rarely see on the street an individ-
ual citizen who shows that freshness and healthful flush 
which belongs to healthy climates. I hope this will not con-
tinue but shall be discouraged if  it should.

Monday 31: Ann H. is somewhat better, the weather is fine 
only quite dusty. I am doing very little in the law. Took up 
McCauleys History of  England in which I pass some leisure 
time. A large family and provisions high keep my thoughts ac-
tive, even with the best economy considerable cash is re-
quired to keep up.

369



Tuesday 1:  Spent the day as usual. And went to bed early as I 
commonly do now unless particularly engaged. Ed is getting 
well again. Clara better but still in a feeble state of  health -

Wednesday 2: As usual. Cotton is coming in rapidly and no 
doubt of  the largest crop ever made in this part of  the Country, 
Still money is scarce and hard to collect. The people of  our City 
with a few exceptions are living too fast for their incomes, and 
paying a high price for credit, either directly or indirectly -

Thursday 3: In like manner. Mr. Bracy and Ann have just left 
us and are happy in their own cottage at which they are making 
a very comfortable and neat little outfit. Their prospects seem to 
be good for domestic happiness and a prudent degree of  econ-
omy. And altho I should have been pleased and indeed hoped 
that my daughters should have married men of  something 
above ordinary intelligence, yet if  they are happy and comfort-
able and independent, I will be satisfied.

Friday 4: As usual. At night I attended the Division Sons Tem-
perance, hoping that we would again have a good meeting but 
much to my chagrin, not one member attended - -After remain-

ANN HAWES

❖ “Pleasant winter weather. Nothing worth noting, 
except that Clara and myself  dined with Ann and 
enjoyed our first dinner with them.”

❖ The only thing left that was owned by Ann Hawes is 
the butter dish shown above. 
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ing some half  hour alone I returned resolving in mind how 
little our community appreciated institutions of  pure benevo-
lence when there is no direct benefit or emolument to be de-
rived from it, Altho a large portion of  our citizens are advo-
cates of  this order, still each will say to his neighbor, well 
done, you attend to it, but at the same time not give one hour 
towards promoting it in each week -

Saturday 5: I spent the day as usual and Clara and myself  
visited Ann tonight enjoying our first visit at the house of  the 
young pair, and happy to see them happy.

Sunday 6:  Spent the day as usual. We are very anxious to 
hear from Wm. but do not know where he is. Attended the 
Baptist Church. Cotton is coming in rapidly during the week 
and since the citizens have ceased to receive it on Sunday, 
things are quiet on this day -

Monday 7: As usual. I am not doing much except keeping 
up correspondence and promiscuous reading. My mind is 
more at ease than some time past. Hope is a little strength-
ened as to Williams recovery, and our little boy Ed is better. I 
don't know what to think of  Clara's ill health. Each cold (and 
they are frequent) is attended with a disagreeable cough and 
she is very feeble - tho not confined to bed. 

Tuesday 8:   In like manner. I am now engaged in taking an 
account of  the Coal Mine business among the company, on a 
subscription to Daly and myself. It is a complicated matter 
but I believe our report will lead to a settlement -

Wednesday 9:  As usual. A light shower of  rain during the 
night, about enough to settle the dust, which has been almost 
suffocating. Weather otherwise very pleasant -

Thursday 10: I am reading with much interest the 2nd Vol-
ume of  McCaulys History of  England. I had some way, ne-
glected to make myself  as well acquainted with the history of  
that period as with the earlier and later times of  England, 
and no period of  the history of  that nation is more interest-
ing. It is equal to a romance -

Friday 11: I attended the Division room at night. Met sev-
eral members but had not a quorum

Saturday 12:  Spent the day as usual. A complete Rocky 
Mountain breeze this morning. In 20 minutes we were driven 
from the portico to the fire, from our summer to our winter 
coats, light rain afterwards and a severe freeze at night, thick 
ice, etc.

Sunday 13: Very cold and clear. We are shivering at every 
step, so sudden is the change that there is great danger of  dis-
ease. Sore throats perhaps putrid are appearing among chil-
dren. I am more and more dissatisfied with the irregularity of  
our seasons. Wish I was further North or South, either -

Monday 14:  Another freeze, clear and cold, but more mild. 
Our family seems comparatively small since Ann & Mr. 
Bracy moved. We can’t keep our two chaps Dick and Clara at 
home and we let Ann have one of  Tabbys little boys for his 
victuals for a while.
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Tuesday 15: Pleasant winter weather. Nothing worth not-
ing, except that Clara and myself  dined with Ann and en-
joyed our first dinner with them,

Wednesday 16: As usual. We have at last a letter from Wil-
liam dated at Nachitoches, La. It is a damper on our hopes. 
He has determined on prosecuting his journey on thro Texas, 
which must bring him under the influence of  the Northers, 
and which I fear is extremely hazardous in his situation. His 
general health has improved a little but not quite equal to our 
hopes. The route he now proposes is on thro Texas to La-
vacca. We have a tolerable heavy rain, and clear weather im-
mediately.

Thursday 17: In like manner. I am engaged in taking an ac-
count in the matter of  the Coal Mine -

Friday 18: As usual. In the evening Clara had quite a chill 
and high fever most of  the night. Ed also is sick and I got but 
little sleep. His trouble in the night and his unwillingness to 
let me, or anyone but his Ma attend to him, renders it very 
difficult for me to get along when she is sick. I deeply fear for 
her lungs. She has a severe cough at times, and her fevers 
have very much the appearance of  Hectic fevers and chills. 
The deficiency in her left side which occurred when she was 
about 14 or 15, supposed by rheumatism, I have always 
feared would by pressing on the lungs do them injury. That 
side is the weak point at any rate and when she takes cold it 
seems to settle there. Her health is in an alarming state and 
has been for the last year.

Saturday 19: As usual, Our community was disturbed by a 
row between Sills and Elliotts on one side and some men 
from the country named Wilson. Some 8 or 10 shots fired but 
strange no one killed nor very seriously hurt.

Sunday 20: I attended the Presbyterian Church and heard a 
good sermon from Mr. Baird the new preacher in that 
church. I feel some of  my early preference to the system and 
settled sobriety of  that order of  churches. I think I shall at-
tach myself  to that church. I had thought seriously of  joining 
the Episcopalian but there is too much connexion with pro-
fane and licentious men. A very wet evening and night.

Monday 21: A fine clear pleasant day. Clara had an evening 
and night of  suffering with another chill and fever, and I still 
have to be up with Ed about twice at night. Susan is very will-
ing to do what she can to assist me but cannot dispense with 
my attention at any time. She is fast blooming out into wom-
anhood and promises to be an interesting woman, tho very 
much of  a child yet. We have thought it best to hold her back 
until she acquires more knowledge and more of  a sense of  
the necessity of  reading and improvement in that way -

Tuesday 22: Clara is up again this morning but is exceed-
ingly reduced. Ed goes about and eats all day, and reserves 
his trouble for the night. Little Clara and Dick both went 
thro a similar course of  debility for two or three years and 
both have now become very healthy children. This is a most 
delightful day.

Wednesday 23: As usual. My sleep was much interrupted 
and I feel the effects of  it. I am doing but little. We have a let-
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ter from William thro Mrs. Ann Humphreys, enclosed to us, - 
he was doing well on the 1st of  November, proceeding on his 
trip, at or near Nachadoches. Still have hopes, but nothing 
yet at all decisive in his favor -

Thursday 24: As usual. I read some, think and reflect some 
and attend to scattering business by correspondence, The 
daily drain of  money which it costs me to live now keeps me 
under a species of  discouragement. The meal gives out today, 
the flour tomorrow, a little fresh meat is wanting next day. 
Butter has been out for some days, hams are 2¢, a church do-
nation or subscription comes on today, a little cash for some 
incidentals of  the children tomorrow, - Everything dear and 
so it goes.

Friday 25: Weather warm, damp and threatening rain. 
River rising and anxious preparation made for the opening 
of  navigation, Clara is very much affected and I fear her 
lungs the seat of  the disease. She had a chill today and thro 
the night very much resembling hectic fever and has a cough 
which tho light is rather alarming. I still hope for the best but 
cannot help fearing -

Saturday 26:  After much interruption in my sleep with Ed 
thro the night I spent a dull uninteresting day. To add to my 
domestic anxieties I cannot hear from William. It is high time 
I should have heard from him supposing some delay in the 
mails. It is cruel to us not to write. There seems to be a kind 
of  fatality about his trip and his situation. I cannot help fear-
ing for the worst,

Sunday 27: I went to the Presbyterian Church and heard a 
good well connected lecture from the new preacher Mr. 
Baird. The day was unfavorable and an extremely thin audi-
ence. This order seems to strike me as being more congenial 
to my religious feelings than any other. The intelligent sobri-
ety and consistent order of  their manners as a religious de-
nomination suits my views best-

Monday 28: Clara is about as usual very weak and has the 
same symptoms. Ed is apparently over his attack of  Diarrhea 
but is still fretful at night. I am now reading McCauleys His-
tory and the newspapers and doing but little else except at-
tending to domestic matters and private business.

Tuesday 29:  Weather still warm enough for Spring and 
threatens rain. The superintendence of  the building of  the 
Baptist Church and Masonic Lodge has been cast upon me. 
It is now progressing well and will be a fine building.

Wednesday 30:  Weather still warm and cloudy. The first 
boat, the Moro left the landing today for New Orleans. The 
river is just at a good stage and nothing to spare. There is an 
unprecedented quantity of  cotton now in store -
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Thursday 1: Another birthday has rolled around, and I am 
spared in health and much vigor for my years and constitution, 
for which I am devoutly thankful to Him who made and pre-
serves us all, and without whose protecting hand none can 
stand. My prayer is that I may be enabled to exercise in all times 
to come unceasing gratitude and live a more christian life. My 
temporal affairs in the last year have been as far prosperous as 
perhaps I ought to expect, tho not such as to place me beyond 
the necessity of  a struggle. I have suffered more in mind than 
for years before, on account of  the sudden. depression in my 
hopes for my family on account of  William's misfortune, and 
this happens exactly at that point of  time and circumstances 
which I have looked forward to as the most joyful era of  my life, 
and compels me to exclaim “there is nothing sure but Heaven" - 
That connected with the ill health of  Clara, has called for all the 
philosophy and, Christian fortitude I can rally. I am however 
still hoping for the best and at the same time trying to fortify my 
mind for the worst -

Friday 2: I spent the day as usual. We have had a continued 
spell of  warm weather, more like April than December. Vegeta-

CHRISTMAS

❖ “CHRISTMAS. A little thaw of  snow and the day a 
little more mild, but little appearance of  Christmas. I 
laid in a little supply of  fruits and a few little tricks 
for the family yesterday and had a cheerful little 
innocent scene this morning with the little urchins 
around the fire, receiving the contents of  their stockings 
deposited by "Santa Claus" - I enjoyed the occasion 
very much, such was their enjoyment. Little Clara and 
Ed in ecstacies and we all entered into the pleasures of  
the occasion. Christmas is quiet.”
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tion springing green everywhere since the first hard freeze. 
The river is in good boating condition, and business active -

Saturday 3: Clara is slightly improved, has gotten over the 
chills and fevers which I feared were of  a hectic character, 
but is exceedingly weak. Ed is also improving. The weather 
has suddenly changed. We have snow and frozen rain or 
sleet, and are chilled up to an alarming degree -

Sunday 4: Vastly cold. I am remaining in the house, and try-
ing to keep all warm and comfortable which is not easily 
done. The ground is covered with ice and snow, and the wind 
considerable -

Monday 5: Colder and colder. I keep to the fire. All we can 
do is to keep all safe from the freeze. I am attending to 
scarcely any thing at the office, and have to be up with Ed dif-
ferent times in the night. He is all right during the day. Clara 
commonly attended to this when she was able but it falls to 
my lot now, and is a task especially in such weather. I feel 
now the responsibility of  being at the head of  a large family 
but if  I can keep well myself  I can bear almost anything -

Tuesday 6: As usual. Clara and Ed are both slowly improv-
ing and I am keeping up the fires -

Wednesday 7: In like manner. It is more pleasant but still 
hard freezing.

Thursday 8: I attended to some little matters of  business. 
Boats are landing and carrying off  cotton this river being in 
good boating order. Everything active -

Friday 9: As usual. Attended to some little business. I have 
passed most of  my idle time at the fire in McCaulys history 
of  England with much interest -

Saturday 10: I bought a lot in town, sold as part of  the es-
tate of  R. Butler dec’d, for $480 a good bargain, on which I 
will make $300 or $400.

Sunday 11: Remained at home - I have taken severe cold. 
Clear sunshine but no thaw except in the sun.

Monday 12: As usual. I am attending to business again, tho 
but little is doing. I am reading promiscuously to advantage 
and the children are improving. Dick is the most difficult 
child to get started in his books that I have ever had. He is 
too impatient and I cannot get him to take an interest in his 
lessons. He is distinctly different from any other one of  our 
children, restless, impulsive, hasty in temper, smart and 
sprightly. Care must be taken in managing his raising and 
education, and with that he will some day be an interesting 
man -

Tuesday 13: As usual. Clear cold frosty nights, sunshiny 
days.

Wednesday 14: As usual am suffering with cold, the family 
improving.

Thursday 15: As usual. I am out attending to business 
more or less everyday but doing little in my profession. Cot-
ton still coming in rapidly and trade quite brisk. There is how-
ever a great lack of  monied facilities to make this a regular 
cotton market, and this is a great drawback to our City. If  
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Camden were situated in any other state in the Union of  the 
same age with this: she would have had large trade, a fine cot-
ton market and 10,000 inhabitants (I mean with the same lo-
cal advantages we possess)

Friday 16: Cold again and threatening bad weather. The 
old snow is not all gone from gutters -

Saturday 17: Disagreeable weather. Clara and Ed both im-
proving slowly -

Sunday 18: Cold and disagreeable. I remained at home 
reading, teaching the children and taking my ease -

Monday 19: We have the ground covered with snow again, 
and the freeze exceedingly hard. I am still housed up most of  
the time. Can't get clear of  my cold. I am dull and low spir-
ited. I can bear losses and renew my struggles with life and 
energy, but the loss of  my family and family hopes, and the 
decline of  health and of  prospects based upon the character 
and usefulness of  our children is a blow which stuns my ener-
gies and renders life apparently not worth preserving -

Tuesday 20: As usual. Bad weather.

Wednesday 21:  In like manner. I am doing but little. Look-
ing forward to a trip to Carletons to spend the holidays with 
Margaret, but fear Clara's health will not be sufficient to 
stand the weather,

Thursday 22: In like manner and real winter weather - 

Friday 23: In like manner and like weather -

Saturday 24:  We had hoped to have got down to ElDorado 
but the weather would not permit.

Sunday 25: CHRISTMAS. A little thaw of  snow and the 
day a little more mild, but little appearance of  Christmas. I 
laid in a little supply of  fruits and a few little tricks for the 
family yesterday and had a cheerful little innocent scene this 
morning with the little urchins around the fire, receiving the 
contents of  their stockings deposited by "Santa Claus" - I en-
joyed the occasion very much, such was their enjoyment. Lit-
tle Clara and Ed in ecstacies and we all entered into the pleas-
ures of  the occasion. Christmas is quiet. Clara rallied up 
strength enough to go over to Mr. Bracys where we all dined 
and returned in the evening. Our happiness would have been 
great, but for the one melancholy and overpowering idea. 
Our beloved son is a wanderer in a strange land, dejected 
and perhaps in the ground, or at least his hopes of  health 
and earthly pleasures blasted. This is our cup of  pleasure 
dashed with bitterness .

Monday 26: We fitted up early and Clara, Dick and myself  
started to El Dorado by a hack from the livery stable (at 
$5.00 a day) Clara stood it better than I expected, and we 
reached the home of  our dear daughter about sunset. The 
day was pleasant, in fact the first that we could have under-
taken it. All was JOY - Our little grandchildren all three were 
soon out to meet us and we were soon comfortable at a good 
fire. Mr. C. is active and industrious and high prosperous. 
and we are all happy, but the memory will run off  to the ab-
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sent one. Where is he? How is he? Will we ever see him 
again? How our hearts sink within us!

Tuesday 27: Turned cold again. I spent the day with the 
family and reading the papers, amidst a degree of  pure affec-
tion, and unassumed  gladness and JOY which does the par-
ents heart good. Clara is doing well and Dick, little industri-
ous Dick, is making traps.

Wednesday 28: Very cold and heavy rain. Spent the day in 
like manner. Dick catching partridges -

Thursday 29: In like manner. I eat too much and am living 
too inactive. Ground covered with snow again. Severe 
weather. I am lying up at the fire passing the time at my ease. 
My cold continues to return at every change or exposure to 
the frosty air. I am endeavoring to lay aside business cares for 
a week. Tho I am distressed at not receiving a letter from Wil-
liam. I would be glad to hear even the worst. He ought not to 
permit us to remain in such a state of  feeling -

Friday 30: In like manner. We all stay together except Mr. 
Carleton who is busy at the office every day.

Saturday 31: In like manner. Weather still cold. The 
ground frozen and snow melting but little --
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Chapter 9

German immigrant Heinrich Kreische arrived in Fayette 

County, Texas in 1849 and purchased 172 acres on a 

bluff  overlooking the Colorado River above La Grange. 

Mr. Kreische was a master stone mason and over a 

period time built a three story stone home on the bluff. In 

1860 Mr. Kreische began building one of  the first 

breweries in Texas.  He cleverly built it in a ravine below 

his house that was feed water from a spring that he used 

in the production of  beer.
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Sunday 1: Made cheerful by the rejoicings of  the New Year. 
But it opens on me in trouble. My son, my first hope in a 
strange land, with little hope of  recovery from that disease 
which of  all others perhaps is the most certain to do its fatal 
work. My Dear partner in life, his affectionate mother, seriously 
threatened by the same frightful monster, and now reduced to a 
skeleton in my arms. Our little son at home laboring under ill-
ness, and so indulged in his childish whims, particularly in re-
gard to his doting mother that he wears her down with his im-
portunities when with her. My own health and spirits at so low a 
point that I really fear a decay of  my mental faculties, and am 
quite sensible of  a decline in my energies, with the responsibility 
of  so large a family, their support, education and direction in life 
resting upon me. I can but say that the hand of  affliction bears 
heavily upon me. But I am striving and praying for Christian for-
titude to bear, with becoming resignation to the Will of  Provi-
dence, whatever may befall me -

My pecuniary and business affairs for the year just past have 
been reasonably prosperous and I am not aware of  having done 
anything in relation, there to, with which to upbraid myself. We 

LAVACA COUNTY, TEXAS

❖ It isn’t clear why William ended up in Sweet Home, 
Texas (Lavaca County) but it is an area that is east 
of  San Antonio and in the beginning of  the dry plains 
area of  Texas.  It is clear from the diary that Lavaca 
County was his destination, but no explanation is 
given as to why he would want to go there.
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spent this very cold day in the kindness of  our dear daughter 
and Mr. C. amidst the sweet little commotions of  their three 
little ones, just as our hearts could wish, in the absence of  
other afflicting circumstances.

Monday 2: We spent the day as usual except that I went on 
to town with Mr. C. and witnessed the excitement of  the 
sales, hirings, and arrangements of  the New Year. Judging 
from these a high degree of  prosperity would seem to prevail 
in the country, negroes selling from $1500. to $1800. and hir-
ing from $200. to $250. for the year. I returned home to din-
ner, leaving Mr. C. busy. He is doing a large and profitable 
business which he pursues with great fidelity and energy.

Tuesday 3: In like manner. I spent the day with the family. 
Weather slightly moderate -

Wednesday 4: This morning being a little more pleasant we 
set out early for home in C's Barouch, and reached home 
comfortably before sunset, where we had the pleasure of  find-
ing our little flock well, all having gone on well since we left. 
Clara's health at least her strength has improved some during 
our trip. My cold is on me yet --

Thursday 5: Spent the day in looking after miscellaneous 
matters of  business. Had rain today -

Friday 6: In like manner. Still chilly. Streets awfully cut up -

Saturday 7: A darken  gloom is cast upon our feelings by di-
rect intelligence from William. He has reached the point he 
was aiming for in Lavacca County, Texas, but has had a time 
for the worse and there is scarce room for hopes of  his recov-

ery. I don't know what to do. My situation is truly distressing. 
I must try to keep my self  balanced, all the fortitude I possess 
I will call into requisition but I am a weak being with all. For 
the first time in my life I am only inclined to live on account 
of  the duties I owe myself  and others. I greatly fear my 
earthly happiness will never form a tie to bind me to life 
again. Clara, my Angel, manifests more of  fortitude than I, 
and is a great prop to me, altho herself  is one of  the causes 
of  my distress -

Sunday 8: I went to Church with Clara and heard a good 
sermon. Ed is sick again and I do not sleep. I am still not 
well. Weather is becoming warmer -

Monday 9: Attended to some promiscuous business. A beau-
tiful day. I feel very unlike attending to business, indeed I am 
unfit for it.

Tuesday 10: In like manner. We have exceedingly disagree-
able weather. The streets are becoming almost impassable. A 
great deal of  rain lately.

Wednesday 11: Rain, sleet and damp. River rising again, 
boats enough for trade.

Thursday 12: Rain and sleet. I keep mostly housed up. I 
am not well. I fear cold has settled in my head. Each morn-
ing my face seems to be swelled. My appetite is good but my 
cold is affecting me strangely and my spirits are so much de-
pressed.

Friday 13: As usual. Waters high and river rising. I am do-
ing but little. Am trying to rally up and be as cheerful as possi-
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ble. I am gratified however to see Clara improving tho slowly. 
She is feeble and emaciated, but has no cough, except when 
she takes a little cold, tho she still expectorates more than 
when in health. She is keeping up in a great measure by 
stimulants, good old whisky and when she becomes chilly, a 
pill of  Quinine. Ed is better again but the little fellow is 
bloated. We have to mourn the loss of  our dear little grand-
child Johnny - an awful blow on his parents as well as our-
selves -

Saturday 14: Of  all the roads and street that ever have 
been seen in the place, they are now the deepest and tough-
est. I pity the waggoners for it is cold with all, and the bridges 
all giving way.

Sunday 15: A little more pleasant. The sun shines today. 
There is but two crossings on Washington Street without go-
ing at least 6 in. to 10 in. in the mud. I went to the Baptist 
Church with Clara. A little too cool but we got back without 
injury except the cooling of  our feet.

Monday 16: A pleasant sunshiny day at last. We are enjoy-
ing the cheering rays of  a bright sun, and the soft breezes of  
the South. Quite a rarity and I fear of  short duration. My 
family are all improved a little. I do not expect to be entirely 
well until the cold weather passes by. Every little change sets 
me back.

Tuesday 17: Not so pleasant as yesterday. Chilly and 
cloudy. The river rather above ordinary high water mark. 
The general health of  the City pretty good, and a great deal 
of  marrying going on. Most of  our bachellors and marriage-

able young ladies seem to be changing their condition and 
taking helpmates. My head is still somewhat afflicted. I can-
not tell how. I think it is the effect of  cold, and intense feel-
ings of  despondency -

Wednesday 18: Our streets are almost impassable. The 
river very high and the weather pleasant. I am again attend-
ing to business but we have no mails. Hugh left today on the 
Lizzie Simmons to go out to Texas where William is, Sweet 
Home Post Office, in Lavaca County, Texas. I started him 
with $72.50. He will take the R. road at New Orleans to Ber-
wick Bay and thence to Galveston, etc.

Thursday 19: In like manner. As the weather improves I 
feel better, but not doing much.

Friday 20: In like manner. I attended the meeting of  the 
Sons of  Temperance and spent a pleasant evening -

Saturday 21: In like manner. I am settling up accounts, etc. 
I take up William's most by note, as my collections are slow 
and I have a good deal of  money to furnish on his account 
otherwise ---

Sunday 22: A fine pleasant day. I attended the Baptist 
Church with Clara who has become able to go out again, 
and in the evening I went to the Presbyterian Church.

Monday 23: I spent the day as usual. We commenced gar-
dening and sewed some seed.

Tuesday 24: In like manner. Nothing worthy of  note occur-
ring -
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Wednesday 25:  We have partial mails again, having been 
suspended by high water, etc. for 10 days or more. We are 
looking with great anxiety to hearing from William -

Thursday 26: In like manner. A large crop coming in. Fine 
navigation and daily evidences of  the growth of  our City. We 
are manuring and gardening -

Friday 27: Our minds are somewhat relieved by a letter 
from our beloved son tho not written with his own hand. He 
is slightly improved from the almost hopeless condition in 
which was at our last intelligence, and gives us at least the 
hope that he will live and be able to come home this spring -

Saturday 28: A fine pleasant day and Clara's health improv-
ing. Indeed the pulmonary symptoms of  disease have almost 
disappeared. Tho she is still feeble. Our little boy Ed is also 
doing well and altogether our spirits are a little more buoyant 
than they have been so far as our own condition is concerned 
but our sympathies for Dear Margaret on her loss of  her fine 
little son come more strongly upon us. They have a place 
now which was before so occupied that we were hardly sensi-
ble of  the accumulated might of  sorrow. But such are the ca-
lamities to which our race are subject. The loss of  my first 
grandson and namesake, the child of  my affectionate first-
born daughter, a fine promising little boy of  8 months age is 
in affliction on us as well as his parents.

Sunday 29: I went to church as usual. We have had a fine 
spell of  good weather, but the clouds are lowering and 
threaten rain -

Monday 30: Monday as usual, except Henry and little 
Clara not so well-

Tuesday 31: A rainy day, snow flurries and a hard freeze -

Although John Brown doesn’t say where his grandson was buried, there 
is an old Presbyterian cemetery near John and Margaret Carleton’s 
farm.  It is located south of  the court house square in El Dorado, in the 
direction of  the Carleton farm. While there are still some old headstones 
in place, most of  them are either missing or unreadable.  It is pure specu-
lation that this is where the grandson was buried but it is plausible. 
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A child’s headstone in the old El Dorado Presbyterian Cemetery.

A sign indicating the location of  the original Presbyterian Church that 
was associated with the cemetery.

Galveston, TX in 1860

Michel B. Menard Home (built 1838)

One of  the founders of  the City of  Galveston, Michel B. Menard ar-
rived in Texas in 1829. He arrived in Nacogodoches in the 1830s and 
began speculating in Texas land. Because land was only granted to 
Mexican- born Texans at that time, many of  Menard's land deals were 
made by Juan Seguin, a Mexican citizen who eventually fought under 
Sam Houston at the Battle of  San Jacinto. Seguin purchased 4,600 
acres at the eastern end of  Galveston Island on behalf  of  Menard in De-
cember 1836. With this claim, Menard formed the Galveston City Com-
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pany with Samuel May Williams and other prominent Texas business-
men in 1838. Galveston was incorporated a year later. It is the oldest 
house on the island.

Samuel May Williams Home (Built 1839)

This rare combination of  Creole-plantation and New England architec-
tural styles was built in 1839 for Samuel May Williams, secretary to 
Stephen F. Austin and founder of  the Texas Navy. Williams arrived in 
Mexican Texas in 1822, settling in San Felipe de Austin. In 1838, 
Williams, along with Michel B. Menard and other early Texas business-
men, helped found the Galveston City Company. 

Ashton Villa (Built 1859)

Ashton Villa was built in 1858-59, the first of  Galveston's Broadway 
"palaces," as well as the first brick house to be built in Texas.
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St. Joseph Church (Built 1859)

The oldest German Catholic Church in Texas and the oldest wooden 
church building in Galveston, St. Joseph's was built by German immi-
grants in 1859-60. Bishop John Odin, the first Catholic bishop of  
Texas, recommended a church be built for the German-speaking Catho-
lics of  the growing city. The church was dedicated in April 1860, to St. 
Joseph, the patron saint of  laborers. Although damaged in the 1900 
Storm, the church was repaired, enlarged, and redecorated within the 
year, retaining its original architectural character.

Hendley Row (Built between 1855-1860)

When the Hendley building was built it was the most expensive to be 
built in the Strand District. Bricks and masonry structures were im-
ported from Boston and granite was imported from New Hampshire. It 
is comprised of  four buildings separated by fire walls. During the Civil 
War, the cupola of  the building served as a lookout point from which citi-
zens could watch the Gulf  of  Mexico for Union blockade ships. The 
first shot of  the Battle of  Galveston was fired from the Hendley Build-
ing on January 1, 1863. A Union cannonball from a Federal gunboat 
hit the building on the 20th street elevation. The damage from the can-
nonball is still visible today.
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Hendley Row from 20th Street

Hendley Row from Galveston Bay
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Wednesday 1: A cold, clear day, only thawing where the sun 
shines and a hard freeze at night. The children have a strange 
eruption like chicken pox. We keep them close and warm. 
Henry takes pepper tea and they seem to be doing well -

Thursday 2: The children still are a little unwell with sore 
throat and the eruption which comes out first in small red 
bumps, and some of  them worse than others. We keep them 
close. Quite a freeze.

Friday 3: The children are getting clear of  the disease without 
anything serious. A pleasant clear day again. My health and 
spirit improving. Tho I am almost compelled to take some stimu-
lus, say two teaspoonfuls of  good whiskey or one of  brandy. My 
blood does not seem to circulate as it should and I am so easy to 
become chilled that I cannot change my heavy clothing, or go 
out into the open air when it is at all cold, or sit at my table with 
my feet from the fire. These sudden changes alarm me.

Saturday 4: We were aroused by a very gratifying alarm this 
morning at daylight by Margaret and her family who had just 
landed off  the Steamboat. We soon were all around the family- 

ROSEDALE PLANTATION BARN

❖ The Rosedale plantation was built sometime around 
1860. The plantation home in Manchester is believed 
to have been quite similar in floor plan to the Barkman 
House in Arkadelphia. Along with the plantation 
home, a separate brick kitchen was built, along with 
the barn and ten slave quarters. Rosedale Plantation 
was located 12 miles southeast of  Arkadelphia. In 
order to save the barn from demolition it was moved to 
a farm seven miles north of  Arkadelphia. It is 
positioned on 35 acres located on Old Military Road 
in an area principally used for farming.
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fireside together and the little ones romping over the room. 
Mr. C. and Marg. are going to New Orleans and will leave 
Lizzy and Clara with us. Ann H. soon came over, and we all 
tryed to lay aside our sorrows and enjoyed the occasion. We 
all dined together, and all seemed cheerful for the time at 
least. We also supped together and Ann & Mr. Bracy re-
turned home at bed time -

Sunday 5: The boat announced to leave at 10 or 11. We all 
went down, leaving the small children in charge of  Henry. 
The Boat Paul Jones not getting off, we dined on her and the 
balance of  us returned in the afternoon. So we have had a 
pleasant visit and it has cheered us up considerably -

Monday 6: A tolerably pleasant day. The river is high again, 
and the streets from the last rains almost as bad as they were 
before.  We are looking anxiously for a letter from our sons.

Tuesday 7: We are all feeling better as the weather becomes 
more mild, tho I am not clear of  cold yet. We heard from 
Hugh by letter to one of  his young friends that he was all 
right on his journey within one days travel of  the point where 
his brother was.

Wednesday 8: Spent the day as usual, streets drying up a 
little.

Thursday 9: As usual. Another disagreeable change in the 
weather, east wind.

Friday 10:  As usual. No news yet from William. Clara is 
about all the time now, but looks very badly and is quite weak 

Saturday 11:  As usual. I sold a section of  land in Tulip bot-
toms for $1720. receiving $500 in cash to A. G. Butler and 
note for balance and title bond to him by Ro. Thrasher who 
brought the money. Susan has resumed her studies at school, 
at the Institute and seems to be doing well. Remaining at 
home a session has been of  service to her. She now ap-
proaches her books with appetite for them and of  course has 
a better relish. It’s much better when a pupil has but little 
taste for books and school to let him or her drop off  and go 
to some other constant employment until the appetite is 
sharpened for that kind of  food. To continue them on in the 
same careless routine is like feeding a man who is not hungry 
with distasteful food. It rather tends to disgust the taste and 
weaken or blunt the digestion, than to strengthen it.

Sunday 12: I went to the Presbyterian Church with Clara, 
and felt edified by a good devout sermon from Mr. Baird, 
and spent most of  the evening in pious reflections.

Monday 13: Rec’d a letter from Hugh giving about the 
same acct. we had before of  William.  He is still very low, con-
fined to his room and mostly to his bed -

Tuesday 14: I spent the day as usual. But little is doing in 
the law. Mr. Graham proposes to me to join him in the Ex-
changing and Broking business. He makes a favorable offer 
and I have agreed to do so, believing that it will suit me and 
my age better than the active bustle of  professional life. Tho 
I will still keep the law office open.

Wednesday 15: I spent the day as usual. We generally have 
wet chilly weather with an occasional interval of  about two 
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days. There are colds and inflammation of  the lungs now 
prevalent. We have not been clear of  coughs and colds dur-
ing the whole winter. River still high and boats doing a fine 
business -

Thursday 16: In like manner. I am making arrangements 
to go into the broking business.

Friday 17: I spent the day as usual except that the novelty 
of  entering into a new business coupled with good prospects 
in that business as well as the prospect of  easing off  from, the 
professional scuffle in which I am engaged, have given me a 
little life and cheerfulness which I had not felt for some time. 
It is absolutely necessary that I pursue some respectable as 
well as profitable employment to realize the means of  provid-
ing for and educating my dear family, and a money dealing 
business perhaps suits me best for such employment in my 
old age -

Saturday 18: The "Paul Jones" landed this evening bringing 
Mr. Carleton and Margaret back safe. So the meeting of  the 
children and parents was quite a scene -

Sunday 19: We all dined together at Bracys and spent the 
day pleasantly. But for the condition of  the absent we would 
have been too happy.

Monday 20:  Mr. C. & family left early this morning for 
home and the thinning of  the ranks of  the children and 
nurse leaves us quiet. Mr. Carr and myself  divided notes and 
accounts up to 1st Janry last, each taking his own as per state-
ment -

Tuesday 21:  Weather wet and chilly. Streets about as bad 
as ever -

Wednesday 22: Cloudy and rainy. Spent the day in examin-
ing the law. Stephen sick-

Thursday 23: Clear and cold. Spent the day as usual. I be-
gin to feel a little more like myself  tho I am not clear of  the 
effects of  cold yet. Cold feet annoy me constantly. I am about 
as fleshy as usual but still my blood is not right.

Friday 24: I spent the day as usual. We had quite a frost & 
freeze -

Saturday 25: I expected to go to Arkadelphia today, but the 
little boat did not get off. There is quite a change in things 
now in that respect. This whole season two pretty good little 
steam boats have been making rapid trips to and from Ar-
kadelphia with complete safety. This is one of  the few beauti-
ful days tho the air is a little frosty -

Sunday 26: I am waiting baggage ready at the office for the 
little boat to leave. A fine bright day with some sign of  spring, 
birds singing etc. Left after supper -

Monday 27: I found myself  this morning at Montroy. Boat 
discharging freight - The place and the circumstances hereto-
fore associated with the neighborhood, etc. excited a train of  
reflection in my mind rather grave but not altogether dis-
agreeable. I was at one time the owner of  this place and 
nearly all the lands around it and would have made a fine 
landing and storing point of  what we called Dallas Port on 
the lower part of  this same bluff, but that J. D. Scott hap-
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pened to be 1/2 owner of  the land with me and I could not 
do anything with him. I have now sold out nearly all I owned 
in the neighborhood. I cannot forget the times when I walked 
from home 20 miles and watched on these banks for a boat 
to come up with provisions, etc. needed urgently at home, 
which came not, then walked back home and went below to 
hunt them up without money and seeing H. H. Coleman in 
possession of  my most valuable negroes so necessary to en-
able me to get a start in the woods at home, and he refusing 
to give them up, holding them without any just consideration, 
The fact too that near here Tom, a valuable young fellow, 
some years ago was found drowned near this point, having 
run away from me at Camden and been harbored by the ne-
groes here, attempted to swim across the river and was found 
in the river some weeks after  - Contrasting these troubles 
with my present improved condition excited some strange 
feelings, but especially those of  thankfulness for the good I 
had enjoyed since those times and my deliverance from the 
evils with which I was then beset. We arrived at Arkadelphia 
about 12. I took dinner on the boat, went up to Spences Tav-
ern and not finding the gentlemen at home with whom my 
business was, passed the evening in looking around me and 
observing the improvements since my last visit.

Tuesday 28:  A wet disagreeable morning. I was still de-
tained on account of  the absence of  Mr. Crow, who was mak-
ing a claim for back taxes on my lands lying in Dallas County 
and spent my time as best I could for the day.

Wednesday 29: Still damp and now more chilly. I have seen 
Crow, offered a compromise, but he refuses an answer until 
Witherspoon his attorney gets back from Dallas Court
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Thursday 1: I made the compromise, paid $64.50 by way of  
settling all that claim on the list of  lands which I was interested 
in, having sold many of  them with warranty of  title. I am satis-
fied the whole claim was unjust but I preferred paying some-
thing to having more litigation about it. After dinner I went up 
to Judge Overtons and spent the evening, also went to church 
that night and just as I was going to bed the boat whistled. I 
went down and engaged a passage for the morning early, and 
went to sleep much relieved for I was becoming restless.

Friday 2: Paid bill $4.00, went on board at daylight and was 
soon booming over the Shoals of  the rapid Ouachitta at the rate 
of  about 15 miles an hour on the "Jim Barkman" face home-
wards. The town and country up here is greatly improving as 
well in manners and morals as in value and buildings, etc. We 
had a very pleasant sail down the river. My business accom-
plished, meeting with many acquaintances, and getting home I 
would have been happy but the one thing which is all the time 
in spite of  me, clouding my brighter feelings, I am afraid to 
reach home for fear I hear of  my dear son's death, but this ap-

LA GRANGE

❖ In 1846 Heinrich L. Kreische emigrated to Texas 
from Saxony. He settled in La Grange and worked as 
a stonemason, building the county jail in 1853 and 
the third county courthouse in 1855. He lived on the 
bluff  overlooking the Colorado River with his wife 
Josephina and six children. 
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prehension was groundless for no letter had been received 
during my absence. I found all about as well as usual at home 

Saturday 3: I spent the day in arranging for my new busi-
ness which commenced banking & ins. the 1st. inst. with Col. 
T. Graham in the Exchange and Brokerage business. My 
health and spirits a little improved during my little trip and I 
hope I will be able to rally up to some activity again as the 
weather becomes more pleasant. Cloudy again this evening.

Sunday 4: As usual. More rain. River still high and boats 
looming largely.

Monday 5: We have at last some appearance of  Spring, 
vegetation is putting forth. I am busy fixing up matters at my 
law office, so as to give some attention to the brokerage of-
fice. Mr. Carr remains with me a while and is to receive half  
the fees I furnish the office and assist him when necessary. I 
took up his account for about $103. with Straus for $65. at 
request of  both parties and told Carr if  he would refund me 
the money I paid during the month I would give him the 
benefit of  it. He is getting so foolishly in debt, it affects his 
credit and will keep him behind in his profession. Much to be 
regretted -

Tuesday 6: In like manner. Weather pleasant and feel that I 
am thawing out and beginning to feel more like myself. This 
has been a hard winter on me -

Wednesday 7: In like manner. River up a little over the 
banks all the time. There are eight respectable steam boats in 

this trade now, besides the two Arkadelphia packets. Property 
has arisen in Camden full 33 percent since last summer -

Thursday 8: We have at last received a letter from Hugh. 
They are trying to come home, travelling a little as Williams 
strength will permit. He is no better, but growing weaker. At 
LeGrange, Texas, resting a day or two -

On the road between Lavaca County and La Grange

Friday 9: I spent the day as usual. Claras health is improv-
ing with the spring weather and I am improving so I am 
cheered up as regards things at home.

Saturday 10: I went to the Exchange Office (McCollums 
Counting Room) and engaged in the business. It is getting on 
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slowly but will do. We have the means transferred to credit of  
Graham & Brown which McCollum and Graham were oper-
ating upon. Mostly borrowed from the Bank (Canal). I have 
to pay 10 percent int. on whatever sum I am short of  my half  
and I take half  the profits. We have almost unlimited credit 
and I think it is a good step for me both bodily and pecuniar-
ily -

Sunday 11: I spent most of  the day at home. A heavy white 
frost-

Monday 12: In like manner. It will take me some time to be-
come familiar with the routine of  business adopted by my 
predecessors and the foreign arrangements. It is rather a trou-
blesome matter to get the proper adjustment made between 
the old and the new business.

Tuesday 13: In like manner. Mr. Graham being sick, I have 
to take charge of  the Exchange office alone today. I have a lit-
tle negro (Stephen) quite sick and am treating him myself. 
Symptoms of  pneumonia-

Wednesday 14: In like manner. Steven as he was. We have 
dry weather and the streets have become dry. Mornings and 
evenings cool, day pleasant, a sort of  epidemic cold prevail-
ing, tends to the throat and lungs in most cases -

Thursday 15: In like manner. We commenced business 
with about $8,000 cash.

Friday 16:  As usual, a pleasant day, morning and evening 
quite cool -

Saturday 17: Mr. Graham still sick. My little boy Stephen 
better. I have spent the week in close confinement and vigi-
lance about money matters but pleasantly withall -

Sunday 18: I spent the day as usual. To church and reading, 
etc. in family circle-

This house was built in the mid-1850’s and still stands in Independ-
ence, Texas. It was occupied by Sam Houston’s wife starting in 1863 
after the death of  her husband.

Monday 19: As usual. I have to take hold of  the Exchange 
office, almost exclusively. The weather is dry, cool and the 
streets dusty. We need a shower again. We are all in tolerable 
health. We are sadly cast down by the information rec’d by 
Hugh's letter.  Our beloved son is hopelessly worse. Had to 
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stop entirely after having travelled about 100 miles in a 
month, fortunately happened to get to A. Daniels, an ac-
quaintance of  ours where he is well attended to. Altho we 
feared as much, still it freshens the wound, at which our 
hearts have been bleeding for six months or more. Hugh is 
with him and taking all care of  him in his power. He seems to 
be looking to his condition in a better world which is consola-
tory. He is at Independence Texas, in Washington County on 
the Brazos River. I enclosed to Mr. Daniels a check on the Ca-
nal Bank drawn by G. & B. for the benefit of  the boys.

Tuesday 20: I proceeded as usual in the discharge of  my 
routine of  duties with a heavy heart. I feel but little interest in 
anything around me except so far as duty prompts. The voice 
of  mirth and hilarity at other times so agreeable only har-
rows up my sensibilities, and sinks the shafts of  disappoint-
ment and anguish deeper. Tho I find great consolation in the 
hope of  meeting him in a happier World.

Wednesday 21: I pursued my usual business with an effort 
to overcome the weight which is bearing upon me. I feel that 
I can say "Thy will be done O lord - not mine’  -  but still the 
deeply seated affections of  the heart will burst forth - or at 
least make an imression which only time can wear off  -

Thursday 22: As usual. Mr. Graham is still confined and I 
as usual am at the office.

Friday 23:  As usual. The river is getting low. The drought 
continues and a good deal of  sickness prevails. Something 
like scarlet fever and other inflammatory diseases. The morn-

ings and evenings altho clear are disagreeably cool. We had 
one quite light frost this week.

Saturday 24:  As usual. I am making some preparation for 
our approaching Circuit Court.  My health is improved since 
the weather has become more mild. Clara is also better than 
she was, but we are never all clear of  cold at once.

Sunday 25: At church as usual.  Weather dry and quite 
cool. No news from the boys. I become tremulous every letter 
I receive from the south for fear it bears the dreadful news.

Monday 26:  As usual at the Exchange office. There being 
nothing doing in the trial of  cases today I did not go to the 
Court house. Mr. Carleton arrived this evening.

Tuesday 27: I went to the Courthouse until the motions 
were disposed of. The State Docket being taken up in which I 
have no interest, I left for the office (Exchange) for the day 
and did a good deal of  business -

Wednesday 28: In like manner. I attended Court till mo-
tions were through, filed pleas, etc. and then returned. State 
docket still on hand.

Thursday 29: I spent most of  the day at the Exchange of-
fice. Major Graham is still confined with serious illness. I 
have of  course to take care of  the office. We are doing a 
small safe business much less than if  we could have made ar-
rangements complete before he took sick. This month have 
made about $200 net, not estimating the interest on the 
money which averages cash invested about $5000. capital - 
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Friday 30:  The shocking news has at last reached us by let-
ter from Mr. A. Daniel of  Independence, Texas. Our beloved 
son died at the house of  Mr. Daniel on the 15th Inst. Altho 
in a great degree prepared in mind for the worst, still poor hu-
man nature suffers. The tears of  affection must flow. The ag-
ony of  such a wound must agitate the whole system, mental 
and bodily. Such a loss to aged parents, and minor children, 
must cast down the hopes and weaken the ties which bind us 
to this World. And the power of  even a less pious emotion 
has it’s desolating influence on the cherished prospects of  the 
future - our pride - I trust an excusable pride, in a child as 
amiable so manly so beloved by acquaintances - so firm in his 
personal deportment - so affectionate and pure in his senti-
ments and so well trained and steadfast in his morals. One on 
whom we had spent so much of  our hard earned labors to 
prepare him for respectability, and who was fast realizing our 
sanguine expectations in his profession (physician). It may be 
said to be a trite, but it seems to be a true saying that "Death 
aims fatal shafts at shining marks". But it is the Will of  Him 
who gave him to us and it is our duty to render him up in a 
spirit of  resignation when he calls him from us again. We 
have already had much satisfaction with him and accept the 
tenderness of  natural affection, we do give him up ----

Saturday 31:  My health and Clara's both delicate, is more 
or less affected by the melancholy news and the press of  busi-
ness, necessary business on my hands, bear heavily upon me, 
but I have long been subject to trials and disappointments as 
well as burdens of  responsibility and I will trust as far as the 
weakness of  my nature will permit to Him whose Judgment 

seems to oppress me, to sustain me in my trials, endure them 
- I spent the day dully in business with a drooping head and a 
heavy heart. The world seems to me truly a waste, a blank, 
The voice of  mirth with which my ears are often greeted in 
the streets and the offices drives back my grief  and gloom 
deeper into the inmost recesses of  my heart and seems to 
mock my sorrows -

La Grange, Texas Images

Heinrich Kreische’s smokehouse behind the main farmhouse.
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Wild Grass on Heinrich Kreische’s Land

Heinrich Kreische’s Barn

Back of  Heinrich Kreische’s Farmhouse

Heinrich Kreische’s Brewery
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La Grange City House

Faison House

398



Sunday 1: I spent the day with my family surrounded by our 
little innocent offspring whose thoughtless innocent cheerfulness 
are the best antidote to my bereaved feelings. Clara bears it with 
christian fortitude notwithstanding her poor state of  health -

Monday 2: I went to the Courthouse and attended to some 
business and then retired to the Exchange office and attended to 
business. I feel badly both in health and spirits. I am endeavor-
ing to so engross my thoughts in business matters as to draw my 
thoughts from sorrowful reminiscences. Clara has a severe at-
tack of  something - nervous headache commencing with chill 
and fever - very severe -

Tuesday 3: Clara is some easier, took medicine and seems to 
be doing well. I spent the day as usual -

Wednesday 4:  Clara was suffering so much I called Dr. McEl-
rath to see her. He administered pills of  calomel and morphine - 
which soon allayed the pain of  the head and tonight she is en-
tirely quiet her head easy -

HUGH BROWN

❖ At the age of  19, Hugh set out with the slave, Thom, 
on the on the Steamboat Lizzie Simmons to find and 
retrieve William. They traveled to New Orleans by 
steamboat and then on the R. road to to Berwick Bay 
and thence to Galveston, etc. They were able to find 
him, and start back to Camden but only got as far as 
Independence, TX.
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Thursday 5: I pursued business as usual at the Exchange of-
fice. Cases being taken up in which I was not engaged, it was 
not necessary for me to be there -

Friday 6: As usual, attended to some Court matters and bal-
ance at Exchange office. Clara is up again and doing well.

Saturday 7: As usual. The business of  the Exchange office 
goes on steadily and suits me better under present circum-
stances than almost any thing else - 

Sunday 8: I spent the day as usual on Sunday. I rejoice now 
a days to see Sunday. My thoughts are relieved to a great ex-
tent from business cares and I enjoy the quiet at home and 
the services at church, altho I am not able to confine myself  
entirely to that exclusive observance of  Sabbath keeping that 
our Puritan ancestors observed. Hugh and Thom have re-
turned safe and in health - 

Monday 9: Court is still going and the business slowly pro-
gressing Major Graham is still confined to his house and I 
am necessarily confined to the office except when I am 
obliged to go into Court. And it has so happened that the 
Court has not yet reached much of  my business on the 
docket -

Tuesday 10: As usual. My horse or rather Williams, is at 
Pope & Stones stable at the moderate price of  $4.00 per 
week and I have not succeeded in selling him. He is not the 
sort of  horse which suits me or the family and is rather too 
light and firey for most purchasers, besides I have not time to 
look out for purchasers. I am offering him and the buggy at a 

loss of  about $80. I intend to keep the Rockaway which Wil-
liam travelled in for a family vehicle

Wednesday 11:  As usual.

Thursday 12: In like manner. We are suffering from 
drought and dust and winter inflammatory diseases are pre-
vailing both in town and country, a great deal of  Pneumonia 
and some scarlet fever.

Friday 13:  Spent the day in Court.  Susan has been quite 
sick this week but is better today.  She had continued fever 
which we cannot account for.

Saturday 14: I feel a good deal relieved that the Court is 
coming to a close today, for I have not felt in a mood for the 
scuffle of  court trials this term and hope I shall be able to do 
both myself  and my clients more justice at the next Term.

Sunday 15: Clara is still feeble and almost confined to her 
room. I attended the Presbyterian Church.

Monday 16: Spent the day at Exchange office.  Susan has 
relapsed and has the same sort of  slow fevers. I called Dr. 
McElrath.

Tuesday 17: As usual.  Susan is about as she was only her 
medicine has operated well.

Wednesday 18: Tabby has had quite a spell of  four or five 
days sickness. She is getting about again.  Susan has missed 
or very nearly her fever.

Thursday 19: We are getting somewhat over the fresh sor-
row, which the return of  Hugh and the traveling establish-
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ment produced. Hugh certainly acquitted himself  for one of  
his years and under such trying circumstances. I hope it will 
be of  service to him while he lives - He has set in to close 
study again, and seems determined to make a man of  him-
self.  Susan clear of  fever. Henry went down with the horse to 
Mr. Carleton which he exchanged with William for the trip 
and remains for the week. He returned with Cy who had run 
away from where he was hired and I sent him back. Major 
Graham is out but not for business.

(Editor’s note: John Brown does not mention where William was buried 
- whether he was brought back to Camden or buried in Independence, 

TX.  One would have to assume that he was buried in TX because of  
the long distance that an non-embalmed body would have to be trans-
ported. The editor has searched the Independence graveyard but most of  
the grave stones from the time of  William’s death were unreadable and 
broken.)

Friday 20:  I spent the day as usual.

Saturday 21: In like manner. Our business is encouraging 
but requires great vigilance. We have had rain at last.

Sunday 22: Went to church as usual. And spent the day as 
usual, for the sabbath.

Monday 23:  As usual. I am very busy. Heavy rains are rais-
ing the river and boats beginning to move. The drought has 
been extreme for the season. The weather warm. It has im-
proved my health, that is the warm days have thawed me out. 
I have been able to lay aside my winter coat and put on a 
new black cloth coat -

Tuesday 24:  As usual. Major Graham has got to business 
again and we are regulating the office.

Wednesday 25: As usual. The weather has become very 
cool since the rains and I have had to draw on my old winter 
friend again.

Thursday 26: Busy at the office. All about now. Susan and 
Clara are weak-

Friday 27:   In like manner. The cut worms are eating up 
our garden. Three boats have come up with very heavy 
freight. Much needed. Times hard below in money matters. 
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The sandy cotton of  which there seems to be an over produc-
tion this year being entirely unsalable is producing great dis-
appointment among the people, especially as the commission 
merchants below will not accept or pay on the faith of  cotton 
of  that description when in hand -

Saturday 28: We have had a good deal of  rain in the past 
10 days, and several boats have come up with heavy freight,  
but going down very fast -

Sunday 29:  Went to Presbyterian Church and heard. a ser-
mon from a Campbellite preacher, pretty good, but did not 
touch on doctrines. In the afternoon heard a sermon from 
Baird and at night heard the Campbellite again, not so good. 
Got into the peculiar tenets of  his creed and lost me, or him-
self  one - Susan is about but improves slowly.

Monday 30: Major Graham is out at business again. We are 
doing a rather encouraging business. It requires great vigi-
lance and constant attention. We are receiving a good deal 
for collection. The weather cold and it is said there was frost 
last night. It is disagreeable at night and I am not so well. I 
am obliged to wear my heavy winter coat and the cut worms 
are destroying every thing tender in the garden --
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Tuesday 1: As usual. At night I went with the family to the 
May party of  the school, the first thing of  the kind I have at-
tended for six or eight months.

Wednesday 2: I spent the day as usual. Some cases are proving 
fatal among children with what is called Scarlet fever -

Thursday 3: In like manner. River going down very fast. A 
great deal of  difficulty among the people about money. The cry 
against sandy cotton below is carrying great disappointment. It 
will scarcely sell at any price and factors will not accept upon 
the faith of  it when on hand, -getting dry again -

Friday 4: As usual, only the day is warmer. I made my appear-
ance in my, dress black coat today, the state of  the air permitted 
me to lay off  my 20-pounder - I enclosed a bill Exchange to Mr. 
Daniel to pay up the expenses of  William and Hugh at Inde-
pendence, Tex. and a letter of  thanks to him and family for their 
kindness -

Saturday 5: As usual. In the evening spent two hours in exam-
ining and instructing the boys, Hugh and Kit Scott in their legal 
studies -

TRAPNALL HALL

❖ 423 East Capital, Little Rock.  Now serves as the 
State of  Arkansas, Governor’s Receiving Hall. 
Constructed in 1843 in the Greek Revival style of  
architecture, it was once the home of  Frederic and 
Martha Trapnall. The home's architect is unknown, 
but it was one of  the few brick houses in Little Rock 
at the time that it was built.

❖ The Trapnalls settled in Little Rock in the late 1830s 
from Kentucky. Trapnall, a lawyer and merchant, 
served in the Arkansas legislature for several sessions. 
John Brown mentions him often in the diary.
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Sunday 6: Dry, dusty and warm.  My health is improved 
and I feel more like myself  than I have done for six months. I 
don’t go into company except when business or duty calls me. 

Monday 7: I spent the day as usual. Closely at the office. 
Our business tho not very profitable is sufficiently encourag-
ing to give it close attention. I have got most of  my payments 
made for this spring. The burden of  Williams affairs has set 
me back in money matters a year or two, but I have nearly 
got them off  hand. They will cost me beyond what I would 
have had to have given him, had he lived about two thousand 
dollars. We have a delightful rain and season. Set out nearly 
all my potatoes. But no rise in the river. We will have distress 
for want of  provisions this summer if  there is no rise.

Tuesday 8: As usual. The weather is delightful, only nights 
a little cool -

Wednesday 9: In like manner. We have the brightest days 
of  the season and vegetation is just at its most fresh and ver-
dant stage. If  I could purchase such days as this I should be 
profligate of  my means.

Thursday 10: As usual. Our town is very dull in the way of  
business. Our merchants are complaining much of  the dull-
ness of  trade. And all complain of  the scarcity of  money. 
The times in N. Orleans are under a severe money pressure, 
which of  course is felt by this section so dependent are we 
upon them. Corn is up to $2. per bushel, flour $10 to $12. ba-
con 15 to 18 cts. etc, etc. in this market and but small sup-
plies at that.

Friday 11: As usual. We are in tolerable health. Weather 
still fine and our garden beginning to show itself.

Saturday 12: Clara had another slight attack from an im-
prudent change of  a garment. Hugh went out to Mr. Cleams 
to a social dining with some ladies. Dick is complaining a lit-
tle. River too low for the smaller boats, the last went out 
empty this morning. There is some flux in the town and 
neighborhood, There are also measles. The citizens begin to 
look somewhat better then they did, but there are more cases 
of  sickness of  one kind and another than is comfortable. The 
past has been an awful winter and spring so far -

Sunday 13: Clara is better but weak. Dick is better too. The 
river is getting down to a hopeless stage for the running of  
boats and there is not one third of  a supply in this place of  
corn, meat and other heavy articles. If  there is no more navi-
gation there will be suffering in the county -

Monday 14:  We are all in better health and I feel more like 
myself  than I have done since last fall.  The weather warm 
and genial. Garden begins to promise tolerably well.

Tuesday 15: I was busy as usual in the Exchange, doing tol-
erably well. We are insuring some now in the agencys we 
have with 10% commissions on the amount of  premiums.

Wednesday 16:  In like manner. A great dearth of  provi-
sions. Meal $2.25.

Thursday 17: In like manner. We had a good rain today. 
Some prospect of  more. My health and spirits greatly im-
proved. I confine myself  exclusively to my business. I am bet-
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ter contented than formerly, and it is necessary I should do so 
to keep my affairs in a prosperous condition. I am all the 
time paying and never out of  debt. One thing and another 
occurs to keep me all the time a little behind. I am pulling in 
money to the partnership, but I get that from the Court 
House contact, standing as security with Carrol for his (the 
carpenters part) I have the use of  the money which is not 
needed without interest. It has taken all I have collected so 
far this year to pay along, including some payments for prop-
erty purchased -

Friday 18: A heavy rain. Great hopes of  some rise in the 
river. Finished setting out our potato plants, and our garden 
doing well. We have quite a stir in the City among the Demo-
crats. Their conventions have all failed to nominate and the 
worst kind of  feelings are among them - The nomination of  
Bell and Everett at Baltimore has encouraged the opposition, 
and they are having fair sport out of  their so lately sneering 
adversaries.  There really seems to be some reason for hoping 
that the present Democratic reign is at an end, or at least is 
shorn of  much of  its irresponsible power. If  the present cor-
ruption cannot be checked, the government is undone and 
the American theory of  self  government by a nation of  peo-
ple practically refuted -

Saturday 19: As usual, some rain. Warm and sultry. I am 
fixing up to settle the business of  Carr and myself. He has 
been of  little service to me and has not availed himself  of  the 
advantages I afforded him, possesses some good qualities but 
I doubt whether he will ever bring his capacity into subjec-

tion to useful consistent application or possess sufficient 
moral courage to maintain high moral standing -

Sunday 20:   Warm pleasant spring morning. The deep 
greenness of  the forests the cheerful songs and mirth of  the 
birds and the balmy softness of  the air, combining to cheer 
me up and enliven my spirits. The rigid severity and the 
changeful irregularity of  the seasons for 7 months past almost 
destroyed what little life and strength I had. The climate here 
has strangely changed the last few years. The North and 
North East winds have prevailed to such an extent as very se-
riously and sensibly affect the temperature. A mournful trag-
edy is doomed to close up this days history. About 10 o'clock 
a runner came to my house to tell us that Mr. Carr was killed 
by Linscott. The wife of  the latter had detained the clothes 
of  the former for a bill of  washing. Same notes passed and be-
fore I knew anything of  it they had a fight in the street and L. 
stabbed Carr to the heart with a bowie knife. Unfortunate on 
both sides! ! Carr was rash or the thing could well have been 
avoided and Linscott was wrong in using his knife. This 
should be a warning to our young men from which they 
might learn that courage when possessed without discretion 
endangers rather than secures its possession. I attended the 
corpse to Mr. Thorntons where it had been invited and Hugh 
attended to it with other friends -

Monday 21: Carr was buried today. The bar having a meet-
ing and going in procession to the grave. The weather is hot 
and dry. Some few cases of  flux prevailing -
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Tuesday 22: I spent the day closely at the office. Our law 
office is now closed up. I only kept it open since I left it for 
Carrs benefit. But it is unnecessary now to keep it open. 
Hugh accepts an invitation to occupy Warren & Grimsteds 
office and takes the books over and I will rent out the office. I 
get $6.25 per mo.

Wednesday 23: I spent the day as usual. Business pretty 
good in Exchange -

Thursday 24: In like manner. Warm and dry - River hope-
lessly for the season down and an alarming scarcity of  sup-
plies. Meal $2.50 per bu. meat 20 to 25 cts. Flour $14 to $18 
per bbl. and not near a supply at that -

Friday 25: After making various arrangements I started on 
a trip to Little Rock, touching at different points, to look after 
items of  business and looking into some land and tax mat-
ters. I took Williams little buggy and the mule and drove to 
Pagets. Took a new note from him for what he owed me, cred-
ited him by $1.00 for nights fare -

Saturday 26: Went to Holly Springs, but did not find the 
parties at home, I desired to see, then went on to Col. Mar-
tins for the night, which I spent very pleasantly -

Monday 27: Went on to Mr. Fitzhughs in Hot Spring 
County to ascertain the prospects of  my lands in that neigh-
borhood. I have 860 acres in connexion, prospects better.

Tuesday 28:  Went to Rockport, saw the sheriff, got a cor-
rect statement from the books about taxes. Got my dinner 
(rough enough) but could not get my mule fed, went to Dav-

enports on Military Road, much scorched, and greatly fa-
tigued, and had a comfortable resting place for the night.

Wednesday 29: Paid bill $l.25 and went on. Met Fagain 
with whom I had business, found he would not be at home as 
I had expected to rest for the evening with him. Went on to 
Benton. Stopped awhile and on to Little Rock - self  and mule 
both broken down, she having got her shoulder hurt with the 
collar. It was hard on the poor animal and made it much 
worse on me. Got a cup of  coffee and retired at the Anthony 
House about 10 o'clock for I could not get entertainment any-
where near there or I would have taken up sooner - There is 
an absolute scarcity of  necessaries thro the country -

Woodruff  House (1853), 1017 East Eighth, Little Rock. Mr. Wood-
ruff  owned the first newspaper west of  the Mississippi River.
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Thursday 30:  Spent the day in the City. Looked into vari-
ous land matters.  Saw some old acquaintances and dis-
patched all things I could in the absence of  some parties who 
were from home, and so arranged that I presume I can by 
writing accomplish the objects.

Friday 31:  Paid bill, livery stable $2. Hotel $4.50 and left 
the City. It has improved greatly the last few years, and is a 
beautiful little City. I went out to Benton, put up with Pack, 
spent  the night comfortably and felt that altho much sun-
burnt I would probably make the trip without harm. My 
thoughts and energies stirred up and considerably awakened 
by the change of  scene the exercise, and the retracing of  the 
steps of  former years, and especially by the reflection that I 
was doing better now than then -

(Editor’s note: The trip from Tulip to Rockport would have taken John 
Brown past a number of  churches that are still in existence. One of  the 
churches is called Hunter’s Chapel and is located outside of  Tulip on the 
Rockport (Malvern) Road. The sign over the door indicates the church 
was built in 1850. A photo hangs inside the church showing what it 
looked like earlier in its existence.)
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Friday 1:  Paid bill $1.50 and drove to Cauldys one of  my for-
mer stopping places, got some dinner, rested two hours, paid a 
quarter and went on to Yates, which I reached about 8 o'clock, 
very tired.

Saturday 2:  Paid bill $1.00 and went to Tulip. Rested a while 
and dined with my esteemed friend E. M. Patillo. Went on to 
Princeton attended to some business and drove out to Ro. Mar-
tins for the night. Mule's shoulders badly hurt, rendering travel-
ling unpleasant -

Sunday 3: After breakfast got Col. Martin's mare and started 
over to Major Harleys, my old place. I indeed desired to see the 
place where I had undergone so much, but meeting Harley and 
Mr. Banks (Presbyterian preacher) before I reached there I 
turned back with them and went to church at Princeton, dined 
at Dr. Thomas and returned to Martins where I spent the eve-
ning very pleasantly, feeling considerably rested and my mule at 
ease. The weather is still very warm and the ground getting so 
dry as to show its effects upon the crops -

ADELE HAWES BRACY

❖ “I started after breakfast and travelled home. Hot and 
fatigued I reached my little flock all well, or better than 
usual. An OCCURRENCE WORTHY OF NOTE 
has happened in my absence. Ann Hawes  has become 
the mother of  a daughter, both doing well. So I am 
over different things of  concern, all at the same time. 
My trip is over. That fearful trial which every young 
female who bears children, with my daughter is over, 
and the apprehension of  the effects of  fatigue is over - 
so I am resting in great complacency. They named her 
Adele Hawes, for Albert Hawes’ wife.”
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Monday 4: I started after breakfast and travelled home. Hot 
and fatigued I reached my little flock all well, or better than 
usual. An OCCURRENCE WORTHY OF NOTE has hap-
pened in my absence. Ann Hawes  has become the mother of  
a daughter, both doing well. So I am over different things of  
concern, all at the same time. My trip is over. That fearful 
trial which every young female who bears children, with my 
daughter is over, and the apprehension of  the effects of  fa-
tigue is over - so I am resting in great complacency. They 
named her Adele Hawes, for Albert Hawes’ wife. (editor’s note - 
Albert Gallatin Hawes (April 1, 1804 – March 14, 1849) was a 
U.S. Representative from Kentucky, brother of  Richard Hawes)

Tuesday 5: I resumed business matters at the office.  Still 
hot & dusty-

Wednesday 6: In like manner. Our business is gradually in-
creasing a little -

Thursday 7: Also I have rented out my law office and 
Hugh has accepted an invitation to go into office of  Warren, 
Grimsted and Warren to read until I get my office ready -

Friday 8: Also. We have slight showers of  rain very much 
needed -

Saturday 9: Some rain falling out in different directions, 
prospects for crops good.

Sunday 10: Went with my family to Presbyterian Church. 
Spent a pleasant day quite at ease. We, that is Clara and I, 
sleep over at Mr. Bracys to keep Ann in spirits and attend to 
her and her little one. She has gone thro her perils with less 

than usual suffering this time, and the child is a very quiet 
and healthy one -

Monday 11: I went on as usual at the office. My health is 
really good again, and I feel more like myself  than I have 
done for 10 months. There is a great hub-bub about politics. 
The democrats seem to be running down themselves and 
hopes are excited of  again restoring the country to something 
like its former state, and preserving the government another 
era in something like its primitive purity. The Whigs and 
Americans have again made a rally, nominated John Bell and 
E. Everett and the patriots of  the Country will at least be 
feasted with the hope for a time that better councils will pre-
vail and that our Heaven-born Republic will yet be rescued 
from the blighting hands of  corrupt Demagogues who have 
got possession of  it to the exclusion of  nearly all the states-
men and talented patriots, men of  the Country. Faction and 
Division are weakening the cause of  corruption -

Tuesday 12: To my office as usual. Another shower re-
freshes us.

Wednesday 13:  As usual. Our city is rather dull and as 
usual scarce of  money and suffers severely by the epidemic, 
that is, debt.  The vast extension of  credit keeps the disease 
in existence, and it has been rather aggravated this season by 
an unusual accumulation of  unsound estimates of  prospects, 
an unhealthy business atmosphere has prevailed all the time, 
and has lately become particularly unwholesome -
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Thursday 14: I spent the day as usual, some scattering 
cases of  Scarlet fever, and a few protracted cases of  Typhoid 
seem to be the principal serious sickness.

Friday 15:  As usual, busy at the Exchange office. We are ex-
periencing some of  the disagreeable points of  our business. 
From delay of  the mails, and some little miscalculation of  the 
funds at N. Orleans we had one or two drafts protested at 
New Orleans which however were paid immediately on being 
presented again at the bank. This then all set right, we 
bought drafts largely and sent to N. O. and there being a 
good demand for Exchange on New York, we kept drawing, 
until we were advised by our friends with whom we had an 
arrangement for a margin to overdraw $5000. that they did 
not find it convenient to continue, owing to their own necessi-
ties. This then produces more trouble. Our means are now in 
N. O. and it takes time to have them transferred to New 
York, and so we have it!

Saturday 16: At last we are delighted and refreshed with 
some showers of  rain. which are very much needed. Our gar-
den was almost ruined-

Sunday 17: Attended church as usual and spent the day in 
lounging and sleeping.

Monday 18: The news of  the nomination of  John Bell and 
Everett at Baltimore for the Higher Offices broke on the ears 
of  the old Whig patriots and Americans in cheering towns, 
while the corrupt wrangling of  the Spoils party seems to indi-
cate some reason to hope that they are too rotten to adhere 

any longer, and are about to fall to pieces by their own 
weight -

Tuesday 19: As usual. The late rains have greatly revived 
everything but were not heavy enough at this point to sink 
deep and will dry up very soon.

Wednesday 20:  As usual. Business in our office rather dull 

Thursday 21: In like manner. There is but little resort to 
town now by the country people -

Friday 22: In like manner. The nights have been much 
more cool for some time -

Saturday 23: As usual at office.

Sunday 24: Attended preaching at the Presbyterian Church 
morning and evening.

Monday 25: At business again as usual, a little dull. The 
harmony of  the opposition in regard to their Candidates, 
and their movements and the distractions of  their adversaries 
are considered as matters of  exaltation to Union loving por-
tion of  our people -

Tuesday 26: As usual. Weather pleasant and a favorable re-
port of  crops in the country. Corn and meal have got down 
again to 1 1/2 dollars per bushel, flour $7. per bbl.

Wednesday 27: Business dull in every way. Weather warm 
again. We have had an East wind, some days past which as 
usual has been attended with sickness -
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Thursday 28: We have had watermelons ripe two days. An 
interesting examination has been going on at the Institute 
this week. Commencement exercises with a tasteful speech 
from Judge Grimstead and concert by the young ladies occu-
pied day and night.

Friday 29: As usual. Weather quite hot. My family all in as 
good health as usual. Clara's health very delicate but she is 
about and goes out occasionally to pay visits, to church, etc. -

Saturday 30:  We had the first visit of  our little Grand 
daughter, Adele, today. They dined with us. She is the first 
child of  the family, no trouble, rarely cries, very healthy and 
her mother suffered much less than her mother or sister. I am 
gratified to see Ann have so good a prospect of  health and 
happiness. Hugh is complaining, took cold and his liver 
seems not to act well. Out of  sorts generally but still keeps 
up. We are burning up with drought and the most unprece-
dented heat of  the sun --
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Sunday 1:  Went to church at Presbyterian and spent, the day 
as usual.

Monday 2: As usual at my office. Health of  family pretty good.

Tuesday 3: In like manner. A good deal of  excitement about 
nominations, etc. in political circles. The Conservative Patriots 
of  the Country have some hopes in the distraction of  the ene-
mies of  Government that a reaction will take place by which the 
country may yet be saved for a time. John Bell and E. Everett 
are becoming prominent as candidates for the Presidency. And 
the vote which they receive will fairly test the question as to the 
continuance of  Republic. They are the Representatives of  the 
Union and the other parties all tend directly to its overthrow, be-
ing entirely sectional and taking their strength from violent sec-
tional and party prejudice. Black Republicans on the one hand 
and traitorous ambitious aspirants for "rule or ruin" leading the 
South headlong into destruction!

Wednesday 4: A fine day, only very hot. The day was cele-
brated by a procession of  the Sunday Schools which engrossed 
our City and was attended by some 1500 persons. After the read-

CAMDEN HOUSES

❖ The Powell-McRae-Godwin House, located at 305 
California Street was built in 1856 by Benjamin T. 
Powell. The house was coated in "Steamboat 
paint" (today known as white enamel). One of  it's 
main features planned was a handsome stairway of  
hand-carved black walnut. Before the house was 
completed, however, the war began, and the walnut 
shipment was delayed, so the stairway was constructed 
of  Arkansas pine. 
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ing of  the Declaration several appropriate speeches and a 
fine dinner sent by the citizens in cold snatches. All went off  
finely and went to confirm my enthusiastic admiration of  
that way of  celebrating that glorious day. Hugh made a 
speech as the orator of  his (Baptist) school and did tolerably 
well. Mr. Burnham brought Eveline home on yesterday.

Thursday 5: I spent the day at the office as usual. I have a 
very regular uniform life and my health is better than it has 
been for 8 months previous.  

Friday 6: In like manner. The drought and heat still ex-
treme.

Saturday 7: In like manner. Our garden is fast failing. Our 
promising watermelons gone. -

Sunday 8: In like manner. Trade and business is dull. 
Money very tight. Though there are more balances coming 
from New Orleans than we had supposed -

Monday 9: In like manner. We now get drafts quite as many 
as our means justify us in purchasing on cotton balances.

Tuesday 10:  As usual. The thermometer has shown greater 
heat than ever known in this latitude, ranging from 96 to 108 
at the hottest point in the shade -

Wednesday 11: As usual. Our business is rather flagging on 
account of  the scarcity of  money to remit and we are a good 
deal annoyed with the irregularities of  the mails.

Thursday 12: Hot as ever. Some rains have gone around in 
some places but not general, prospects gloomy, crops pretty 
much ruined south and west of  us.

Friday 13:  Hugh is quite unwell and is taking medicine. 
Bal. all well except Eveline. She had some fever and her situa-
tion is delicate.

Saturday 14:  As usual. My health unusually good. I occa-
sionally take about a tablespoonful of  pure mild old whiskey 
which has had a charming effect on my stomach and bowels. 
I am almost relieved of  that flatulence which has so injured 
and alarmed me -

Sunday 15: Remained at home reading and sleeping. Hugh 
is quite unwell. Has had a chill and fever. Eveline had fever. I 
called Dr. McElrath to see her, although she is not ill I was un-
willing in her situation to trust my own skill. She is expecting 
to be confined and I brought her home on that account

Monday 16: I gave Hugh some medicine and he is improv-
ing.

Tuesday 17: Eveline also improving. Balance of  the family, 
black and white better than usual except Steven who is lying 
up again. I gave him this time only a portion of  Radways 
R.R. combined with a tea spoonful of  Paregoric about twice 
a day and night -

Wednesday 18: The sick are all improving and I am busy at 
the office -
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Thursday 19: Our business as well as everything else dull. 
Crops burning up and the people discouraged. Meal up to 
$2.50 per bushel again -

Friday 20: As usual. Considerable interest is now taken in 
the approaching elections.  Bell and Everett (The Union Can-
didates for Pres. and Vice Pres.) are gaining here, and this 
state is split up so as to give some hopes of  its being freed 
from Democratic Tyrrany -

Saturday 21: As usual. Hughs health is rather lingering and 
he is uneasy about it. He hardly knows what sickness is and it 
goes hard with him to be even slightly out of  sorts -

Sunday 22:  Remained at home all day with the family, rest-
ing, reading, etc.

Monday 23: At the office as usual. I am a little cheered on 
account of  a little improvement in Clara's health. She is 
about now all the time but still feeble, looks better -

Tuesday 24: Hugh started up to Dr. Ruffins in Clark 
County to take a little trip for health. His liver is still inactive. 
Steven is out again and I am in unusual good health.

Wednesday 25: As usual, I am very laboriously engaged in 
the office these hot days, as Major Graham is out at his plan-
tation and I am alone and slow at that -

Thursday 26: As usual. I am doing something in the way 
of  Insurance. We have the agencies in the Home and Home-
stead Company, New York at 10 per cent commission. Also 
we are receiving a good deal for collecting some of  which has 

to be sent upon so we cannot fail to make money with all 
these advantages.

Friday 27: As usual. Closely at work. Some rain at last pass-
ing around. But Camden is usually the last place in the Coun-
try to get rain when dry, and the last to stop raining when it 
does begin. My garden is gone, burnt up, except the new 
buds of  the cabbage and the sweet potatoes which I had 
pushed early and are barely living.

Saturday 28: As usual. Still threatening rain and raining 
around us -

Sunday 29: Rain at last - light, raises hopes for peas and po-
tatoes ---

Monday 30: All things going on as usual. Business dull. 
Things in the country gloomy -

Tuesday 31: As usual. Good rains have at last revived us.

The following undated photos are presumably of  Camden in the early 
years.
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Wednesday 1:   All things looking better, and the air more 
comfortable, The Whig cause strongly advocated here and the 
boys are raising a Bell & Everett pole 180 feet high with flags, 
mottoes, etc. This is the strongest opposition community in the 
state and that is almost all that reconciles me to the place -

Thursday 2: As usual. All well and in good spirits -

Friday 3: Hugh has got home and is well again. His trip agreed 
with him.

Saturday 4: As usual. Still very warm. Political excitement 
high. Dick Johnson and Rector, candidates for Governor, spoke 
here today, conflicting Democrats. I had concluded not to vote 
for either but having heard part of  both their speeches, I have 
decided to vote for Rector on the ground that he is the right sort 
of  man to use in breaking up the heretofore irresistible influence 
of  what is called the Johnson Party, or clique - 

Sunday 5: I spent the day as usual, only there being no preach-
ing at either of  the churches I spent the day at home with the 
family, calmly meditating on the past, the present and the future, 
their incidents, their realities, and their prospects. Such periods 

ARKANSAS WATERMELONS

❖ The magnificent watermelon has a long thirst- and 
hunger-relieving history, having come from tropical and 
subtropical Africa thousands of  years ago. Some 
pinpoint its place of  origin as the Kalahari desert. 
Watermelons were being harvested 5,000 years ago in 
Egypt and can be seen in hieroglyphics. They were 
placed in burial tombs to nourish the dead in the 
afterlife. In the 10th century, this fruit spread to China 
and all of  Asia. It was in Central America by 1516. 
The American colonies were growing watermelons 
from seeds in the early 1600's.
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of  reflection on such subjects have their use, and if  properly 
applied produce very salutary effects on the happiness and 
conduct of  the party -

Monday 6: Election day. Considerable scuffle among the 
candidates and their friends. Democrats divided, cross voting 
and confusion among parties. Opposition leading and pros-
pects of  oppositions triumph. Things went off  quietly in the 
main.

Tuesday 7:  Elections today.   Considerable scuffle among 
the candidates and their friends. Democrats divided, cross vot-
ing and confusion among parties. Opposition leading and 
prospects of  oppositions triumph.

Wednesday 8: Elections all the talk, battles fought over as 
to voting and carrying votes, betting talked of. The realities 
of  disappointment showing very plainly in the faces of  many 
- Clara and the three little children started to Eldorado this 
morning, Thom driving, to visit Marg. and her family. Regret 
very much that I cannot go with then, but business here, the 
care of  Eveline and the difficulty of  getting so many of  us 
transported at the same time without too much expense 
keeps me at home. I have to forego that is the greatest pleas-
ure both to Clara and myself, I must post-pone my visit to an-
other time -

Thursday 9: At home rather lonesome at meals, but busy 
all day. Feel the privation of  not being with Clara and the 
children at their rejoicing together at ElDorado but take 
pleasure in doing my duty and reflecting that they are happy

Friday 10: Eveline is down, but not likely to do well, called 
in Dr McElrath -

Saturday 11: After much suffering, a stillborn child is born, 
so goes my luck with negroes -

Sunday 12: I went to the Presbyterian Church and spent 
the day as usual on Sunday -

Monday 13: Pursued my business closely. The weather is 
warm and getting dry again. Hugh, Henry and myself  live a 
very quiet, economical life and are all in good health. Henry 
reads a good deal, newspapers and everything suitable. His 
mind is inquisitive and I think his observation good. I intend 
starting him to school next month. I think the right time has 
come for him. He has now an appetite for learning and ca-
pacity to comprehend and begin to apply what he goes 
through -

Tuesday 14:  Major Graham is at his plantation and I am 
very busy in the office. Politics are running high. Bell & Ever-
ett prospects gaining ground. The Johnson power in this state 
thoroughly defeated and the division in the so-called Democ-
racy running high every where, headed by Douglass on the 
one hand and Yancy & Co., Southern traitors, in the name 
of  Breckenridge, on the other. While B & E stand independ-
ently on their sound Union principles and well tried states-
manship, vestiges of  old time conservative Republican princi-
ples, worthy representatives of' Washington, Madison and 
Clay, and worthy to stand as the connecting link between the 
old patriots and the age of  future progress, which if  the na-

418



tion is true to itself  must develop itself  on the downfall of  the 
present sectional struggles for power on sectional hobbys - 

Wednesday 15: In like manner. Hot and dry weather -

Thursday 16: As usual. Business of  every description dull, 
a most lamentable outcry of  failure of  crops, corn meal 
$2.50 per bu. and a gloomy prospect for the next year.

Friday 17: As usual. Our business about as usual, tho not 
sufficiently profitable to swell our vanity. We are not at pre-
sent borrowing money. I have about $2000 and Major Gra-
ham about $8000 in cash in the concern and this with the aid 
of  occasional deposits is all we are using and is nearly enough 
for the present dull state of  money transactions in the way of  
Exchange at this point. And we do not buy notes, nor loan 
money only by way of  small short accommodation to some 
of  our customers at 2 per cent -

Saturday 18:  Edmund is quite sick out at the Bayo, where 
he is hired and I have to attend to him. I fear it will be diffi-
cult to get the old man up again -

Sunday 19: Went to church as usual. Spent the day in read-
ing, reflection and thought upon the future of  man. Clara is 
sick at Mr. Carletons, but I cannot leave home unless she be-
comes so ill as to require it.

Monday 20: Edmunds medicine has operated and he is 
some better. I hope he will get over it.

Tuesday 21: As usual. I am pestered about arrangements 
for us all to get together again.

Wednesday 22:  Thom drove up little Clara, Susan and 
Dick and Hugh has gone down to bring up his mother. 
Weather very hot and dry again.

Thursday 23: All getting on very comfortably at home, 
only want their dear Ma at home and our little man Ed to be 
all right again.

Friday 24: I regret to learn that Clara is too weak to return 
today -

Saturday 25: As usual. Some rain. Business dull. Our vege-
tables improved and watermelons.

Sunday 26: Edmund is over his attack. I am dejected about 
Clara. She is still too weak to make the trip. I know she is in 
good hands but awfully fear for her health, - so weak -

Monday 27: Am attending to law matters, preparing for 
Court. Fear I shall have to go down to ElDorado to see 
Clara. She is still weak and Hugh is waiting for her to gain 
strength -

Tuesday 28: We have had heavy rains, will help peas, tur-
nips, potatoes, etc,

Wednesday 29: River arisen about 3 feet and the country 
full of  water, tho still very warm -

Thursday 30: I am preparing to go down to ElDorado and 
will start very early. Sun very warm and I dread the fatigue 
of  the trip. I fear Clara is not improving much. But to my 
great delight after dark our travellers arrived. Clara has stood 
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the trip better than I had expected. So we are all rejoicing to-
gether, happy again .

Friday 31: Wet, damp, hot day. The sun at midday is exces-
sively hot. We have plenty of  watermelons, second growth - 
And even though the nights have not become cool yet, an as-
tonishing growth of  vegetation starting up.
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Saturday 1:  We are all in good health but Clara and she is im-
proving, tho very weak, she has to use a preparation of  iron and 
stimulants - Her liver does not act without something of  the 
kind. I am inclined to think her disease is seated in the liver and 
may not seriously affect her lungs -

Sunday 2: I spent the day happily, closely engaged in reading 
and at the church. Weather still warm. It affords me pleasure 
now to see Sunday morning. I endeavor to draw off  my mind 
from the cares of  the week and cultivate the better parts of  my 
nature -

Monday 3: I spent the day as usual. Busy at the office -

Tuesday 4: As usual. Business of  all kinds is dull.  Money 
scarce and the prospects for a drop worse than ever before in 
this country. Corn of  the new crop $1.50 and scarce -

Wednesday 5: As usual. Weather turning, cool, rather sud-
denly,

PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE BRECKEN-
RIDGE

❖ By radically urging secessionism in the South, the 
Fire-Eaters demonstrated the high level of  sectionalism 
existing in the U.S. during the 1850s, and they 
materially contributed to the outbreak of  the Civil War 
(1861–1865). As early as 1850, there was a 
southern minority of  pro-slavery extremists who did 
much to weaken the fragile unity of  the nation. Led by 
such men as Edmund Ruffin, Robert Rhett, Louis T. 
Wigfall, and William Lowndes Yancey, this group 
was dubbed "Fire-Eaters" by northerners. 
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Thursday 6: In like manner. My health is unusually good, 
and Clara becoming able to walk over to Ann's, gradually 
gaining strength.

Friday 7: In like manner. I have brought some seven or 
eight suits to the approaching Court on collection cases. 
Have no new litigated cases -

Saturday 8: In like manner. It is getting dry and warm 
again.

Sunday 9: As usual on Sunday. Attended the Presbyterian 
Church.

Monday 10:  Attended to business closely. Some of  the ne-
groes sick. A sort of  epidemic of  colds, some of  them have 
high fever -

Tuesday 11: In like manner. We have high excitement in 
politics. Bell and Everett, the Union candidates, for president 
are gaining ground here, and great exertions are making on 
their behalf. There is every good reason to hope that with the 
Division made by the followers of  Douglass they may carry 
this state against Breckenridge, who is greatly crippled by his 
association with the “Fire Eaters” of  the South -

Wednesday 12: As usual. We have too much sickness in 
town for comfort -

Thursday 13: In like manner. Everything active in politics. 
Union ticket gaining everywhere.

Friday 14: Busy at the office and in preparation for Court. 
Warm & dry. 

Saturday 15: In like manner. Our merchants are getting on 
their fall supplies, tho very limited.  The failure of  the crop in 
this section is going to be very seriously felt this season and 
our merchants will have great difficulty in meeting their en-
gagements, There are not more than two houses in the place 
who will not feel the pressure severely -

Sunday 16: Spent the day at church and at home instruct-
ing the children. I have started Henry Clay to school this ses-
sion under the tuition of  Mr. McMillan. He is quite in the 
spirit for learning. I held him back, learning him what we 
could at home until he has become very anxious to progress. 
He went once before, about 2 or 3 months, and he now reads 
well, spells pretty well, writes a little, knows a little of  geogra-
phy. I have started him at English grammar, Arithmetic and 
geography. I have reason to think all his tendencies are in the 
right direction. He is growing exceedingly fast, very large to 
his age and by remaining at home until he is capable of  think-
ing for himself  and appreciating evil ways among boys, he 
has no fondness, but quite disgust for most of  the black guard 
and immoral habits of  his equals in years who have been run-
ning at large in the streets plotting mischief  together in mis-
governed assemblies called schools -

Monday 17: I attended to business as usual. Our business is 
a little dull but keeps one of  us busy. I allowed Susan to join 
the procession of  young ladies on horseback who turned out 
in honor of  the Bell and Everett candidates. It was a touch-
ing display and pleased me better than any other features of  
the electioneering displays of  the times. The Democrats, or 
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rather the Disunionists headed by the Traitors of  the South 
are rather defeated here but still keep up the struggle -

Tuesday 18: In like manner. The weather has been wet, 
some time back we had a heavy rain, the first time my garden 
has been thoroughly wet for three months. The potatoes and 
peas are growing now.

Wednesday 19: As usual. Times hard as to money matters, 
and the necessaries of  life very high -

Thursday 20: In like manner. Constantly engaged. I am 
making some preparations for our Circuit Court. I have an 
accumulation of  business for that Court which I dread but I 
will make the best of  it I can. I have not full preparation.

Friday 21: In like manner. Weather good. Those who have 
had the epidemic are getting better, but it is going on until I 
believe all will have it - colds with fever -

Saturday 22: As usual. Weather good and dry, a little cool-

Sunday 23: As usual on Sunday -

Monday 24: Court met and I was laboriously engaged, tho 
not taking up any case for trial

Tuesday 25: Court continues, business is progressing rap-
idly. We will probably get thro the docket -

Wednesday 26: In like manner. I have not much new busi-
ness except collection suits brought to this term. My new en-
gagements will have a tendency to throw off  litigated busi-
ness, and I intended it should-

Thursday 27: As usual. This is a stirring time at Camden, 
between the Court and politics -

Friday 28: In like manner. Ed has had an attack of  croup 
this week which gave us some uneasiness and is succeeded by 
fever every night now at the same time. He had croup at first. 
It has worsted the little fellow altho he will play about every 
day and seems all right all day -

Saturday 29: The records being behind, owing to the num-
ber of  Judgments taken this week. Court was adjourned over 
to Monday to allow the Clerk to write up -

Sunday 30: I spent the day comfortably, a recess from the 
anxiety of  the week is very pleasant -
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Monday 1: I spent the day enjoying the society once more of  
our dear children, Margaret and her children came up with Mr. 
Carleton. Court is going on. I am confined to the law depart-
ment. Mr. Graham is at the Exchange office. The weather cool 
and dry. We are progressing well with Court -

Tuesday 2:  Court still progressing

Wednesday 3:  As usual. Money is scarce and provisions high. 
The people here are to have a difficult time this year, owing to 
the comparative failure of  the crops. Meal $2. per bushel, flour 
$15.00 -

Thursday 4: I have tried some of  my cases and I believe got 
along better than ever in my life with Jury cases. I m more delib-
erate and careful in the management of  them than I used to be. 
I always did dislike Jury cases and have most of  my life had 
other counsel employed with me in that sort of  cases -

Friday 5: In like manner. Ed is getting better and also the ne-
gro children. Almost all have had an attack. Cold with fevers 
and I imagine worms -

BELL & EVERETT

❖ The Constitutional Union Party united Whigs and 
Know-Nothings who were unwilling to join Democrats 
or the Republicans. Senator John J. Crittenden of  
Kentucky, Henry Clay's successor in border-state 
Whiggery, set up a meeting among fifty conservative, 
pro-compromise congressmen in December 1859, 
which led to a convention in Baltimore the week of  
May 9, 1860, one week before the Republican Party 
convention. The convention nominated John Bell of  
Tennessee for President and Edward Everett of  
Massachusetts for Vice President.
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Saturday 6: As usual. Nothing done in Court this morning 
- had a share in most of  the cases. 

Sunday 7: I went to church as usual. I have had much satis-
faction in the Company of  Margaret. I regret more than ever 
that I cannot be more with her. I rejoice to see Clara's health 
improving. She is now able to go out visiting a little. She has 
improved with the iron preparation, it acts most beneficially, 
tho she is very, swarthy and lean yet -

Monday 8: Court goes on again. Weather still clear and dry.

Tuesday 9: As usual. I have fine health and am getting 
through with tolerable success all the cases I have on the 
docket. I do not expect to have much more litigated business, 
now that I have changed my business to the money and col-
lection department -

Wednesday 10: As usual. Politics higher and higher. Pros-
pects ahead more and more appalling for the stability of  the 
Government. The "Fire Eating" becoming desperate and a 
large portion of  those people who do not read and think for 
themselves and call themselves Democrats, are blindly sup-
porting the sectional candidate Breckenridge at the South 
and Lincoln at the North. I do not see how it is possible the 
Government can long stand. The ingenuity of  traitorous lead-
ers under the name of  Democracy is carrying the deluded 
people fast to ruin -

Thursday 11: As usual. We are still busy in Court -

Friday 12: As usual. Court is drawing to a close and we are 
thro all the business which has not been continued -

Saturday 13: Today the Court adjourned, pretty well com-
pleting all the business which was necessary on the docket. It 
has been a successful time to me. It is probably the last Term 
that I will ever attend regularly as a lawyer to the promiscu-
ous business of  a Court and I probably made fewer blunders 
and sustained myself  more creditably than I have ever in my 
life done, taking the whole business of  a laborious Term to-
gether, and it affords me satisfaction to get my obligations to 
my clients off  so satisfactorily -

Sunday 14: A tolerably hard frost, potatoes and all tender 
vegetables killed, damage to the hopes of  a late crop of  cot-
ton. A light freeze but considerably colder out of  doors. Very 
cold night. Seemed to require all the bedding and fortifica-
tion against the winter winds which winter demands. Health 
is tolerable only there being several cases of  Typhoid fever of  
a very severe character. Hope health will improve. Henry 
Clay has had some chills which is an unusual thing with us 
and particularly with him. Our Court being over I now feel 
comfortable ---

Monday 15:  I now resume my duties in the office. Major 
Graham has been officiating during the Court.

Tuesday 16: In like manner. Our business is increasing this 
month, weather very cool -

Wednesday 17: In like manner. Politics warm. Bell & Ever-
ett seem to be doing well. Great preparations making for a 
general demonstration next week at this place.
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Thursday 18: In like manner. The whole nation in a state 
of  agitation about the Presidential election. Serious conse-
quences apprehended if  the Northern candidate should be 
elected -

Friday 19: As usual. I am in unusually fine health, feel more 
vigorous than I have done for 12 months or more. Clara’s 
health interrupted by cold and a cough -

Saturday 20: As usual. Money matters tight. Southern 
Banks contracting and refusing to make their usual discounts 
for fear of  the consequences of  the political status -

Sunday 21: Went to church as usual. Weather good. Ed has 
not gotten entirely well since his attack of  croup, tho he is 
playful all day. he is restless at night -

Monday 22: As usual at the office. Busy all the time. Feel 
great anxiety  about the safety of  the Union, a deplorable 
state of  things existing between the North and South, indus-
triously fomented by the Ultras of  the Gulf  States particu-
larly S. Carolina -

Tuesday 23: The great Union demonstration (Bell & Ever-
ett) came off  today. It was well gotten up and at considerable 
expense of  the citizens. Much enthusiasm, very largely at-
tended. Two bands of  music, bells, etc. and a barbecue, I was 
appointed president of  the meeting and being stimulated by 
the importance of  the occasion and the matter involved, I ex-
plained the objects of  the meeting with more clearness and 
distinctness and in a more audible voice than I have ever 
done before such an audience. We had a rough dinner but 

the exercises of  the day passed off  according to expectation 
with the exception of  the disappointment of  speakers ex-
pected from abroad, which was however supplied at home by 
Col. Purdum, J. N. Daley, Judge Grimstead, etc,

Wednesday 24: The meeting was continued. Major Rust, 
our present member of  Congress, now a Douglass man, by 
consent of  the meeting addressed the audience in a very satis-
factory manner, exposed the villianies of  the present admini-
stration with great effect, and made a happy impression on 
the public mind in favor of  Union and against the conspira-
tors of  Alabama and S. Carolina who are for disunion. The 
whole affair went off  highly creditably to the community for 
good order, and what was remarkable on an occasion of  such 
high excitement, attended by such masses of  both parties for 
two days at a time, not a single instance of  disorder or con-
flict occurred. On last night there was a splendid turnout 
with transparencies, music, etc. One disagreeable incident oc-
curred during the 1st day. The dust was deep and the air was 
charged with it. There was a good deal of  shouting at particu-
lar points in the procession. Hugh had to leave the young la-
dies horseback procession in consequence of  spitting blood, 
which has alarmed him and all of  us. We cannot tell what 
may be the result, but after William's fate, we are all sensitive 
to any appearances of  this kind. He did not join in the pro-
ceedings of  today, and is a good deal depressed. Susan rode 
in the procession of  young ladies on horseback ---

Thursday 25: Today is quiet after the excitement. There is 
a ball this evening to which all are invited (ladies). The tickets 
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are $2.50 for gentlemen to be applied to payment of  the 
Washington Bank on this occasion.

Friday 26: The Breckenridge demonstration comes off  to-
day. Great effort has been made to get their men out and 
they did make a large parade, had a barbecue, several 
speeches slandering Bell & Everett, and lying throughout as 
no one was permitted to reply. Also a large procession of  
transparencies at night, great stir and excitement -

Saturday 27: No barbecue today but a considerable turn-
out and much speaking the burden of  which was the most un-
scrupulous charges against their opponents, Bell & Everett 
and Douglass. The most reckless disregard of  truth in every 
particular ever witnessed in a Christian Community which 
was in but too many instances believed by the most blind par-
tisans and the ignorant. A very observable distinction of  
castes of  society manifested itself  in observing the two proces-
sions. In the evening the Brecks having refused Col. Rust the 
privilege of  answering the abuse heaped upon him in their 
speeches, a meeting that night was announced at its Union 
arbor to allow him a chance. The other party to prevent their 
men from hearing Rust kept up their speaking at another 
place. Rust however had a very large turnout and made his 
mark on his enemies and their candidates and leading men. 
He showed from facts within his own knowledge that Bu-
chanans Administration is by far the most corrupt ever exist-
ing since the foundation of  the Republic and that the Govern-
ment was really in danger from the conspiracies of  the South-
ern Ultra leaders.

Sunday 28: Went to church as usual. I spend all my leisure 
time now in reading the news. It is a strange thing for us un-
der the boasted and confident security of  this powerful Gov-
ernment that we should not be watching for each mail with 
anxiety to see how far the inroads of  treason and hostility of' 
one section against another may have advanced in the preced-
ing week. Yancy, Kent, Orr, Rhett and Co. declaring practi-
cally that they must have the spoils and the power or 
BLOOD!

Monday 29:  Spent the day as usual.  Our business is fair 
but not large, the very safe and comfortable I am hesitating 
about any future investments in any other way than in money 
until I see what the threatened secession may accomplish -

Tuesday 30: In like manner. Closely at the office. All idle 
hours filled up by the anxious perusal of  newspapers, and the 
postal department is so carelessly conducted that it is impossi-
ble to get our letters and papers in proper time.

Wednesday 31: In like manner. Politics have almost ab-
sorbed everything else--
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Thursday 1: In like manner.  The opposition are very san-
guine of  carrying this county and Union by small majorities. Co-
lumbia by a considerable. The importance of  Mr. Bell carrying 
this state is 1st that vote will be taken by the Southern traitors as 
evidence of  the disunion strength if  Breckenridge gets a major-
ity. If  Bell should get handsome majorities it will be a damper 
upon their secession zeal, for we are laboring under the appre-
hension now that Lincoln will be elected and to put down or 
stay the fiendish spirit of  disunion is now a leading object with 
conservative citizens. The hope of  getting the political ascen-
dency in this state.

Friday 2: As usual. We are almost all suffering with colds, - 
Clara is suffering with her cough, Henry has had another chill -

Saturday 3: In like manner. No navigation yet, and costly liv-
ing -

Sunday 4: Went to church as usual. And read papers. Some-
what encouraged with the hopes of  the success of  the Union 
candidates. I regret exceedingly to find Mr. Bracy taking an ac-
tive part for the Brecks, for I look upon that as almost the same 

ANTICIPATING CIVIL WAR

❖ “The activity of  the day draws my mind off  from the 
gloomy forebodings of  the future but when I go home 
at night and look upon my "sweet home" and dear 
little happy family and think of  the prospects, 
probably so near to us of  Anarchy, and Civil 
commotions, it sinks my spirits, makes me nervous and 
wakeful. I never before lost so much sleep.”
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thing as provoking Civil War and without any just grounds as 
yet, at least any sufficient cause -

Monday 5: As usual. Bad colds still prevail among us and in 
some cases having produced fever, and made it necessary to 
take strong medicine several severe cases of  what is com-
monly called winter fever about town 

Tuesday 6: The morning of  the most important day to 
these United States, and perhaps to Mankind since the 4th of  
July 1776 has dawned upon us. The PRESIDENTIAL ELEC-
TION today will in all probability be made the pretext for de-
stroying the only Republican form of  Government on earth. 
And with it the boasted power of  self  government in a free 
nation. The City of  Camden went for Bell & Everett by 72 
votes given, Douglass also some 30 or 40, all for the Union. 
The people of  the country have been sadly blinded by false-
hood, and appeals to their democratic prejudices, so as to 
lose sight of  the true issue in this contest and most of  the 
Democrats voted accordingly -

Wednesday 7: We are passing the time in almost intolerable 
suspense to hear results -

Thursday 8: In like manner. This county has gone for 
Breckenridge by 150 majority, giving Douglass about 75 -

Friday 9: It is satisfactorily ascertained that Lincoln is 
elected. Unfortunate result!

Saturday 10: Nothing is heard decisive of  any other result, 
but gloomy apprehensions of  what is to happen in S. Caro-
lina and the "Fire Eating" Gulf  States under the lead of  the 

Arch Traitors Yancy, Rhett and Jefferson Davis & Co. nor 
should I omit the little firebrand Wise in Virginia who is excit-
ing rebellion with all his ability.

Sunday 11: The news of  Lincoln's election confirmed. Re-
port favorable for Bell as to vote of  the Southern States. I am 
so much concerned about the fate of  the Government and 
the prospect of  individual ruin that I do not sleep more than 
half  my usual and necessary time. The same spirit which has 
all the time manifested itself  in what has been boasted democ-
racy, now evidently runs into the side of  destruction to all 
that is valuable to all who have anything to lose. It is true 
those who have voted with the Democrats are not all for what 
is called Secession but the tendency is that way and the trai-
torous spirit originated there and is nourished by unscrupu-
lous, democratic leaders.

Monday 12: Business is dull in the way of  trade. Ours is bet-
ter this month than usual -

Tuesday 13:  Election news comes in slowly but there is no 
doubt S. Carolina is making a great bluster and some parts 
of  Georgia and Alabama wish to go the same way.

Wednesday 14: I spent the day as usual - busy - I am re-
joiced that Clara is improving in strength and her cough 
much better. We hope that Hugh’s little alarm will pass by 
without anything permanent.

Thursday 15: Provisions high and scarce and very little 
money to buy with. I hired out Eveline to Mr. Winfield until 
Christmas at $10 per mo. I have been almost eaten out by ne-
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groes this year which came hard on me, doubly so because 1 
was disappointed in getting my supplies last spring from N. 
Orleans -

Friday 16: As usual - busy. Steven is lying up with a cut on 
his foot, which disappoints me about my winter firewood, just 
as I was prepared to go at it.

Saturday 17: As usual. My health is and has been excellent 
for six months except my usual habit of  having cold at every 
change of  the weather. The newspapers come loaded with 
such a howl of  fierce denunciation, such threats of  disruption 
of  the Government and such shouts of  preparation against 
the North that it puts us to thinking where a practical citizen 
who has a family to protect can retreat to.  The commercial 
interest also suffering severely already. Confidence is lost be-
tween different sections and a panic is upon us -

Sunday 18: I attended the Methodist church. Since the elec-
tion I have not felt that I could feel as I ought to do in church 
under the prayers and preaching of  those who were against 
the well known Union, conservative candidates and with the 
violent disagreeing traitors whose real desire is to disrupt our 
happy government, at the expense of  all that is dear to us, 
and really valuable to our race on earth. Both our Baptist 
and Presbyterian Ministers voted for Breckenridge who was 
the Nominee of  that set of  politicians. The Methodist 
Church at this place is conservative and I attended it-

Monday 19: I spent the day as usual. Busy at the office.

Tuesday 20: In like manner. It seems there is not much dif-
ference in the vote of  Bell & Breckenridge, tho only partially 
heard from.

Wednesday 21: In like manner. Everything is gloomy. All 
the evil passions of  the human breast seem to be excited 
among the people of  these States, especially in the Gulf  
States. Our people here as yet are mainly quiet, but in danger 
of  being involved in the general calamities if  any collision 
takes place-

Thursday 22: In like manner. We are suffering under severe 
colds. The weather changeable but mild. Money matters be-
coming exceedingly tight. The banks suspending on every di-
rection and pecuniary distress in most places becoming evi-
dent, not on account of  the want of  money and all the demer-
its of  material prosperity, but for want of  confidence in the 
times -

Friday 23:  As usual. The want of  navigation in our river 
much felt.

Saturday 24: As usual. We are buying acceptances in the 
town at 2 1/2 percent per month discount not generally re-
newing longer than 30 to 60 days, There are scarcely any re-
mittances to make as there is not money to pay, and debtors 
are not paying much of  their foreign, or indeed domestic 
debt.

Sunday 25: Attended Methodist Church and heard a good 
sermon.
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Monday 26: As usual at the office. The activity of  the day 
draws my mind off  from the gloomy forebodings of  the fu-
ture but when I go home at night and look upon my "sweet 
home" and dear little happy family and think of  the pros-
pects, probably so near to us of  Anarchy, and Civil commo-
tions, it sinks my spirits, makes me nervous and wakeful. I 
never before lost so much sleep.

Tuesday 27: As usual. Our mails are so irregular that we 
are far behind the news.

Wednesday 28: River rising a little. Cotton coming in 
slowly -

Thursday 29: Things still more gloomy. South Carolina pre-
paring her diabolical action of  Secession, and the wicked poli-
ticians inflaming the Southern minds with violent prejudices 
which the fanatical folly of  the North is but too well calcu-
lated to aggravate-

Friday 30: At home as usual. I seldom go anywhere from 
home.
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Saturday 1: By the mercy and forbearance of  my Creator, I 
am permitted to wake up in health on another BIRTHDAY 
morning in health and strength sufficient for the pursuit of  my 
daily avocations and am still surrounded by many of  the most 
precious gifts and privileges of  indulgent Heaven, here on earth, 
for all which my poor heart is not unthankful, altho incapable of  
rendering anything like due returns for such signal favor -  Altho 
my business and pecuniary affairs are in a better condition on a 
limited scale than ever in my life, still I have to bear in mind, oc-
currences of  the year of  the most heart rending character. First 
the loss of  my dear son William, at the time the hope of  my fam-
ily, and on whom I looked as the staff  of  my old age, - and sec-
ond, the impending dissolution of  our happy Government with 
Civil strife and all the horrors of  faction and anarchy staring us 
in the face. Alas “how uncertain are human affairs”.  I have 
lived to a good old age, am now in possession of  as good health 
and rather more uniform than at any period of  my life. My men-
tal faculties altogether as useful as at any time previously, altho 
changed in character, for instance, my memory has somewhat 
declined but my reasoning powers, discrimination and judgment 

SOUTH CAROLINA SECEDES

❖ On December 20,1860, a secession convention 
meeting in Charleston, South Carolina, unanimously 
adopted an ordinance dissolving the connection between 
South Carolina and the United States of  America. 
The convention had been called by the governor and 
legislature of  South Carolina once Lincoln's victory 
was assured. Support for the Union was negligible, 
and a distinguished South Carolina unionist, James L. 
Petigru, allegedly commented at this time that his state 
was too small to be a nation and too large to be an 
insane asylum.
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are stronger than ever. I am more fixed and stable in my pur-
poses but less impatient in the execution of  them. I have lived 
long enough to be convinced that all the pleasures this World 
can afford are but transient and momentary, and are gener-
ally attended with their concomitant pain, and that if  we 
have no hopes in the future, we have but little to live for -

Sunday 2: I spent the day as usual. Went to church at the 
Methodist Church enjoyed a good sermon. We have had 
some cold weather but not like the beginning of  last winter. 
Our cabbage and mustard, etc. are all green yet

Monday 3: Attended closely to my business. I feel the neces-
sity in view of  the unsettled condition and prospects of  our 
public matters of  keeping everything as much at command as 
possible, for we cannot tell what a day may bring forth. I re-
gret that so much of  my means is in negroes and real estate -

Tuesday 4: As usual. A few restless spirits in our community 
are trying to promote the Secession movement. I among oth-
ers of  the older men feel called on to give some expression of  
sentiment to the contrary.

Wednesday 5: In like manner.

Thursday 6: Also. Business of  every description is greatly 
cramped. Money very scarce and no navigation yet. The 
Banks of  all the Southern States have suspended except those 
of  New Orleans and perhaps Mobile -

Friday 7: In like manner. Public affairs still worse in appear-
ance. The evil passions of  wicked men both North and South 
seem to be running riot to ruin the country. True is the scrip-

ture declaration that “when the wicked rule the people 
mourn". -

Saturday 3: We have had a rise in the river and some boats, 
producing some activity, and reducing the price of  flour and 
corn a little but the market is so unfavorable below that but 
little cotton will be shipped and there are no buyers here. We 
are lending out our money on good acceptances at 30 and 60 
days at 2 1/2 percent a month. There is so little money to re-
mit that there is but small demand for exchange.

Sunday 9: Spent the day as usual on the Sabbath, reading, 
reflecting, etc.

Monday 10: Activity in business. My health is good, and the 
colds as we supposed, which alarmed us about Adele and our 
children turn out to be whooping cough. It disturbs my sleep 
very much for I cannot sleep when the children are coughing. 
I get up read the papers and get so nervous on the prospects 
of  the children in a state of  anarchy that sleep forsakes me -

Tuesday 11: In like manner. South Carolina and the Gulf  
States are still persisting in their rash proceedings towards Se-
cession and the indications in Congress are not much in favor 
of  harmony or a proper adjustment between the North and 
the South. The middle states are in favor of  seeking their 
rights in the Union, but the traitorous leaders of  South Caro-
lina and Alabama do not wish a settlement of  the difficulties.

Wednesday 12: Pursued the even tenor of  my ways. One 
highly consoling fact is developing itself  which counterbal-
ances almost all other troubles. Clara has gotten over the 
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cough which so much alarmed me, and is regaining her 
health, is able to go to church and visit with her neighbors 
and most likely her lungs are not affected. The use of  a prepa-
ration of  iron, and a little stimulus seems to have measurably 
given her command of  the action of  the liver, and I have 
great hopes of  her restoration to good lasting health -

Thursday 13: As usual. We have a good deal of  chilling 
damp weather, but no very bad freezing. A good deal of  Pneu-
monia and Typhoid cases prevail in town and the country. 
Also a disease called Diptheria has carried off  a number of  
children. I have for two or three years past been doubtful of  
the health of  Camden and its vicinity. I sometimes regret that 
I brought my family here altho it has in some respects proved 
a very advantageous move -

Friday 14: As usual. We have awful accounts of  commercial 
distress from almost every direction, and it is mainly owing to 
the loss of  confidence on account of  the Government trou-
bles. The country in other respects never was in a more pros-
perous condition! There certainly never has been so much of  
precious metals in the United States at one time and the bal-
ance of  trade is now in our favor with England, which sel-
dom was the case before -

Saturday 15: In like manner. Our business is satisfactory 
but the prospects ahead uncertain and overwhelming. How 
wonderful is man for evil.

Sunday 16: As usual. Our clergy are all now for our rights 
in the Union but a portion of  them in the Fall voted for 
Breckenridge. The preachers at the Methodist Church of  this 

place at this time have been all the time conservative and in 
such times and at such a momentous crisis I can enjoy and 
unite more cordially in their prayers, than with those, how-
ever, blindly they may acted, have acted their part in bringing 
the present evils upon us by voting for and sustaining the cor-
rupt party which provoked this crisis. 

Monday 17: In my place at the office as usual 

Tuesday 18: In like manner. We have drisling rainy, chilly 
weather, disagreeable - 

Wednesday 19: Also. Weather more pleasant, river rising, 
and boats up. More activity. 

Thursday 20: Also. In the evening I went to a concert given 
by the young gentlemen and ladies of  the place, of  which 
Hugh is a member, the first place of  the kind I have at-
tended, since the affliction of  my beloved son, William. I 
have had no taste for gleeful amusements. It went off  well, 
and afforded a pleasant and innocent amusement for the eve-
ning, proceeds some $65 to go to the purchase of  instru-
ments. 

Friday 21: Spent the day as usual. 

Saturday 22: In like manner. Hugh is preparing to go down 
to ElDorado to Mr. Carletons office a while. He has acquired 
such a habit of  going into company here not to mention 
some partial gallantry, that I think the change will be of  serv-
ice 
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Sunday 23: Business a little revived. Some fresh supplies ob-
tained by the river but an awful scramble for money to pay 
freight. 

Monday 24:. As usual. River high, navigation good but cot-
ton not shipped much on account of  interruption of  the mar-
ket, money matters being almost closed. Banks nearly all sus-
pended South, except the N.O. banks and they will not dis-
count. So much for Secession at the first dash! This is only 
the beginning. Cotton heavy at 8 cts. which would have been 
in demand at 12 cts. 

Tuesday 25: ANOTHER CHRISTMAS HAS COME 
AROUND in the circle of  time but it is not a day of  rejoic-
ing. Some of  the usual ceremonies are going on, but there is 
a gloom on the thoughts and countenances of  all the better 
portion of  our people. The overthrow of  our liberties altho 
but faintly realized by many still has a place in minds of  all 
patriots, and intrudes itself  upon the attention even in the 
midst of  Christmas amusements. I do not feel like enjoying 
them. There have been social parties around and Hugh is par-
taking of  them.

Wednesday 26: We all spent the day as usual. I at my of-
fice.

Thursday 27: As usual. We are all in better health than we 
have had at one time, I think since the 1st January last but yet 
all the children have what we suppose to be whooping cough. 
The cough is tolerably severe, mainly at night but has not seri-
ously affected the health of  any of  them. It must be a light 
kind of  the disease. We have been guarding against it for 

years, and now suppose we have gotten it when we did not 
know it was in town. Adele took a cough which we were try-
ing to relieve and which seemed dangerous without knowing 
of  any whooping cough, that she was exposed to, which now 
set down for it and mine I suppose took it from her - white 
and black -

Friday 28: As usual. We have disagreeably chilly but not 
freezing weather -

Saturday 29: As usual. Every mail brings worse and worse 
news from Washington the reckless portion of  our people are 
entering rashly into the spirit of  the times and it is much in-
creased by a class of  men who owe heavy debts to the North 
and being desperate in their circumstances have the opportu-
nity of  a pretext which they hope will cover up their dishon-
esty and prevent the collection of  their Northern debts -

Sunday 30: I attended the Methodist Church and heard an 
excellent sermon for Elder Winfield. His prayer was an effort 
worthy of  a Christian patriot.

Monday 31: I resumed my usual business engagements but 
am much cast down in my hopes. I am now in a prosperous 
business which I am pleased with and which suits me but the 
ruin which imperils our nation ourselves & posterity forces it-
self  so constantly on my mind that I feel I have nothing to 
live for. Fortunately my meditations are now of  pious charac-
ter and are the only true source of  comfort I find. Everything 
before us seems ominous of  only misery & wickedness in a 
large portion of  our happy people---
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Chapter 10

On January 9, 1861, Citadel cadets fired the first shots of  

the Civil War when they opened fire on the Union ship 

Star of  the West as it was entering Charleston's harbor. It 

had been sent by the Federal government with relief  

supplies for the garrison of  Fort Sumter. On April 12, 

shore batteries under the command of  General Pierre G. 

T. Beauregard opened fire on the Union-held Fort 

Sumter in the harbor. After a 34-hour bombardment, 

Major Robert Anderson surrendered the fort.

1861



Tuesday 1: This new years morning with its social family salu-
tations reminds of  the rapid passage of  time. It reminds me of  
another fact, not known to those who have just entered upon 
life, that the nearer we approach the end of  our Journey we feel 
and note the escape of  years, months, and even days with much 
greater interest. In youth we are eager to see time pass, in after 
life it passes to fast for us. Important events have transpired. The 
loss of  hope of  my family for the time and the distraction of  the 
only Government that ever boasted rational freedom with as 
near equal rights and benefits to all as human frailty would per-
mit. As to the first I have a lovely family as to yet who are willing 
to try to fill the place of  my loss, the latter time has yet to de-
velop what is to happen, but the hope rather a forlorn one. 

The experiment of  free, equal self  government has been made 
under the protection of  a kind Providence, under the most favor-
able circumstances that can ever present themselves, and had sig-
nally failed. Human ambition for personal aggrandizement, and 
lust for gain, taking advantage of  vulgar popular favor, and us-

IT STARTED IN SOUTH CAROLINA

❖ In early January 1861, Mississippi held a convention 
in Jackson to consider secession. Delegates voted 84 to 
15 to secede from the Union. Florida joined the 
secession ranks the next day on January 10th.  On 
January 11th, Alabama passed her secession 
resolution. On January 19th, Georgia called delegates 
to Milledgeville and voted 209 to 89 for secession. A 
weeks later Louisiana became the sixth state to leave 
the Union. Her convention met in Baton Rouge on 
January 26th and voted 113 to 17 for secession.
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ing corrupt means to control the populace under the idea 
and name of  Democracy and a great regard for popular 
power, has already led to the disruption of  our so happy Un-
ion. 

I look upon the question of  Slavery, the all absorbing ques-
tion now, powerful as it is, as only a pretext for the overthrow 
of  this government. Even that could not have shaken it if  the 
government had remained in its purity, but Alas! Every de-
partment was rotten. The few patriotic statesmen of  the na-
tion were thrown out of  power by Democracy and corrupt 
demagogues filled all the offices. The Government thus was 
ready to fall to pieces, the sound part of  the people had lost 
their respect for it and the reckless desired any desperate 
change. Hence it was an easy matter to overthrow it. For no 
free government can survive patriotism long. 

Wednesday 2: I resumed my daily occupations as usual, af-
ter a restless night, for I cannot control my nervous system on 
the subject of  our public affairs and the insecurity of  our per-
sons and property which attends the wild and unwise move-
ment called Secession. 

Thursday 3: In like manner. Hugh is not with us now, he 
went down to ElDorado to read in Mr. Carleton's office and 
be with his sister a while. Several of  my negroes have come 
home, and the great scarcity and high provisions pesters me 
to keep all mouths filled. Collections too are very slow. 

Friday 4: This has been announced by the proclamation of  
the President, as a day of  fasting and prayer in reference to 
the state of  public affairs, but it is profanely scoffed at by the 
Secessionists. I attended the Methodist Church because the 
Clergy of  that denomination in this locality have all the time 
been conservative, and feelings were more in Union with 
them than those who had been in a habit of  voting for the 
party who have had a full share in bringing this crisis upon 
us, the Democrats. I heard a thrilling discourse from Elder 
Winfield, and my feelings entered piously and I hope humbly 
into the Spirit of  the Occasion. 

Saturday 5: As usual. The river has gone down and naviga-
tion is stopped. Partial supplies however have been received 
which enables us to get along. Almost everything we live on 
has to be brought from abroad this season.

Sunday 6: I attended preaching as usual. I was so shocked 
at the votes of  our Baptist and Presbyterian Ministers at the 
Presidential election, being both cast for the disunion candi-
date - at least with the disunionist, that I did not feel right in 
listening at their prayers for peace and order. The Baptist 
church is a Democratic association and goes no matter 
whither for Saint or fiend for whoever is called Democrat. 
Different however with the Presbyterian. This is the first regu-
lar minister of  that denomination I have known to vote for 
modern democracy.

Monday 7: As usual. The weather is mild and my health ex-
cellent.
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Tuesday 8: This day heretofore so much reverenced by 
Democrats has not been disquieted by a single gun, nor did I 
hear it mentioned, only when I enquired what had come of  
Democracy and Gen. Jackson's worshippers.

Wednesday 9:  I spent the day as usual. The children 
greatly to our relief  are getting over the whooping cough 
without any danger and only trouble us a little at night. They 
have coughed very little in day time.

Thursday 10:  As usual. Our business is doing as well as we 
expected but I have no spirits to look for anything for myself  
or children, except for the moment. I look weekly for the 
news of  events which will throw the ruffian and the loafer in 
the ascendant, and place at their disposal the labors and the 
family provision and hopes of  a long life. The Demon of  Se-
cession is daily becoming more powerful - And we are in fact 
in the midst of  Revolution.

Friday 11:. As usual. I pursue my daily avocation with cease-
less assiduity.

Saturday 12: In like manner. I am getting my supplies for 
the year, but am collecting very little money. The short crop 
and troublous time are being severely felt and in addition to 
these things the mass of  the community are partaking of  the 
character of  the times, morality and the duties which we owe 
to each other are daily becoming less regarded.

Sunday 13: I went to church as usual.

Monday 14: Pursued my business as usual. We are receiving 
a great deal of  paper for collection but very little is paid.

Tuesday 15: In like manner. We are thankful for good 
health and thus far we have had a mild winter.

Wednesday 16: In like manner. We have good navigation 
again and the cotton is coming in and shipping rapidly.

Thursday 17: In like manner. The plum buds begin to swell 
and it looks like Spring.

Friday 18: In like manner. Reports still unfavorable for set-
tlement of  the difficulties between the North and the South. 
The states of  S. Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi and 
Louisiana are all declaring for going out, and Texas will fol-
low, and a great effort is making to bully the people of  this 
State into revolution also.

Saturday 19:  In like manner. I labor under most discourag-
ing and gloomy apprehension and believe human agency can-
not avert the calamities which threaten. Some miraculous in-
terposition of  an overruling Providence can alone arrest our 
Mad career to destruction.

Sunday 20: I went to church as usual and joined in implor-
ing him who has all power to spare us from the evil passions 
and direct us as people into the way of  Duty.

Monday 21: At my office as usual. Our boasted government 
is fast falling to pieces and the prejudices of  the people more 
and more inflamed by demagogues, against all efforts to heal 
the breach with the North, altho a portion of  them evince a 
sincere desire to settle the difficulty by giving us all we claim.

Tuesday 22:  In like manner.

439



Wednesday 23: Our streets are crowded with waggons and 
cotton and the wharf  lined with boats, everything active but 
all under a press for the want of  money.

Thursday 24: In like manner. Improvements have almost 
ceased and property lowered near one half  already for cash. 
Indeed there is scarce any sale. I have hired out all my ne-
groes at about the same rates as heretofore but I never have 
had the highest prices, as I have regarded the place I put 
them as more important than the price of  the hire. I want 
them taken care of  and not abused. I took Cy home from Dr. 
Lamars on account of  the treatment of  the overseer and per-
mitted by the Doctor last spring. 

Friday 25: I spent the day as usual and the night likewise. I 
may here remark that I have lost more sleep on account of  
the passing public events for the last three months than I ever 
did on account of  my own affairs thro a life of  60 years. I 
cannot drive away the subject from my sleeping hours. After 
struggling so long to place my family in a happy condition, 
and devoting my time and efforts to correct some of  the er-
rors of  my past life, and having succeeded to some consider-
able extent in both - to see all lost by the vile, selfish, ambi-
tions and fiendish passions and fanaticism of  our own people, 
and nothing but turmoil and ruin staring us in the face, - and 
civil strife and anarchy for my dear children, makes such an 
impression on my nervous system that I cannot sleep.

Saturday 26:  As usual. I am trying to make the best of  my 
affairs, and the most of  my time. I know not how soon we 
may need all we can raise to sustain life. In case of  War, 

which we are daily listening to hear of, we have to fear the 
rabble in our own section, combining with the black enemy 
in our midst, far more than the Northern abolitionist.

Sunday 27:  As usual at church. I went again to my favorite 
church, the Presbyterian. The pastor has shown himself  so 
decidedly in favor of  peace and harmony that his vote for the 
disunionists or Sectional candidate Breckenridge has worn 
off  from my feelings and I will try to forget it.

Monday 28: Attended to business as usual. I rest better. I 
have resigned to our fate and will try to be resigned to our 
fate and trust to a Merciful Providence. Our Government is 
gone. Our prosperity at an end, -the prospects of  our chil-
dren's happiness thro life on the principles we have so much 
enjoyed it, despaired of. HE will surely provide some means 
of  escape for those whose consciences are free from blame in 
the causes which produced so much ruin.
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Tuesday 1:  As usual. The cry of  hard times great, and the ef-
forts of  the destructionists still greater to level down everything 
that is calculated to produce happiness. 

Wednesday 2:  Our town is quiet but much feeling is getting 
up by the Secessionists against those who are for the continu-
ance of  the Union. All reckless and outlawed persons are for Se-
cession - any change for those who have nothing to lose. They 
are becoming more open in their denunciation of  what they call 
___________________.

Thursday 3:. In like manner, our business pays well but there 
is much risk as to our funds being out in any quarter such times. 

Friday 4: In like manner. The winter continues mild. The ele-
ments are favoring us. This resembles the climate we had here 
when I first came to the County. We have not had snow enough 
to be seen on the ground this season and the ground has not re-
mained frozen on the surface 24 hours at a time.

Saturday 5: In like manner.

U.S. ARSENAL, LITTLE ROCK

❖ In early February 1861, as many as 1,000 armed 
men, most believing that Governor Rector had called 
for their assistance, descended upon Little Rock 
(Pulaski County) with the view of  evicting the small 
caretaker force of  sixty-five men at the U.S. Arsenal, 
commanded by Captain James Totten. Although 
bloodshed was avoided, the event galvanized outraged 
anti-secessionists who then organized for the upcoming 
election.
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Sunday 6: I went to church as usual at the Presbyterian, and 
enjoyed the exercises of  the day. We have a convention of  the 
delegates to be elected by the people appointed by the Legisla-
ture before its adjournment, election to take place on the 
18th inst. Secessionists explaining everything to delude the 
people, Conservatives quiet, no candidates yet on their part. 
National affairs no better.

Monday 7: As usual. We are in better health than for 12 
months before. Clara has almost got over her cough and has 
gained her strength so as to pursue actively her accustomed 
household employment, go to church and visit her neighbors 
occasionally. Henry once in a while has a chill. Strange!!!!

Tuesday 8: As usual. River affording fine navigation. A 
great deal of  corn and flour coming up. Indeed these are the 
principal articles of  trade this season, very few goods coming 
up. Credit and confidence is destroyed abroad.

Wednesday 9: Spent the day as usual. Constant at my busi-
ness. No inducements to live but the care and protection of  
my family. All gloom ahead. The revolutionary spirit increas-
ing- reason losing her sway. Fanaticism taking the place of  re-
ligion. Southern Baptists equal on extremes with the North-
ern fanatics. A remarkable fact, that denomination are almost 
universally democrats, and violent for revolution, secession or 
any other mode of  insubordination to law and government.

Thursday 10: As usual. We are gardening and the fruit 
trees begins to put forth.

Friday 11: In like manner.

Saturday 12: We have at last prevailed on Dr. Hobson to be-
come a candidate opposed to immediate secession and think 
we will elect him.

Sunday 13: As usual, constant to my business, doing well, 
but don’t know what is to come of  all our labors. Have no 
doubt there are villains looking with eager hopes to the antici-
pated change of  things to rob and destroy the honest labors 
of  those who are happy and prosperous.

Monday 14: As usual. (To church on Sunday instead of  
above) To business.

Tuesday 15: In like manner.

Wednesday 16: In like manner. Election near at hand. All 
sorts of  falsehoods circulated to deceive and prejudice the 
people. A corrupt press using all its influence to disrupt the 
government and deceive the people. Newspapers mostly en-
gaging unscrupulously to inflame the public mind, falsifying 
everything which tends to law and order. Well may we doubt 
the propriety of  the "freedom of  the press". With a few excep-
tions, it is now the great lever of  corrupt demagogues to de-
stroy law and order.

Thursday 17: As usual.

Friday 18: This day probably determines the destiny of  this 
State. If  Secession prevails I shall leave the State. We have 
neither bread nor meat within the State to sustain us above 6 
months, no banks or moneyed facilities. The State has nei-
ther money nor credit. -- Could not on State credit borrow 
$100, without her own borders. Nothing but ruin to property 
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holders, and starvation to the poor would be the result. The 
conservative candidate obtained about 2 votes to 1 in our 
City. Good!! The country is decidedly for for the Union, but 
all sorts of  demagogue arts are practised to prejudice the peo-
ple, even threats and intimidations have been practised to 
alarm the timid and ignorant, by innuendos that they might 
be driven from the Country, when the State goes out. Many 
did not vote.

Saturday 19:  Returns came in slowly but the prospect 
seems favorable for election of  Dr. Hobson. Dr. Graves how-
ever has had greatly the advantage of  Hobson, the latter not 
coming out in time. The election of  so rabid a creature as 
Graves would be a calamity to the Country, for even if  it 
were right for the State to secede, he has neither the discre-
tion nor integrity to be entrusted with the organic action of  a 
new State Government.

Sunday 20: To church as usual. But religion succumbs to 
rabid excitement on the subject of  our Federal relations. The 
still quiet voice of  the Gospel of  Peace has lost its influence 
amidst the turmoil of  evil passions. The Devil has his day.

Monday 21:  We have some relief  as to our home matters. 
Hobson is elected. This is so far so good. The reckless advo-
cates of  a disruption of  the Government are set down for the 
present, and we will have comparative quiet at home for a 
while. The arrogance of  the destructionists is checked for a 
time at least.

Tuesday 22: Nothing worth noting today. Doubtful how the 
state has gone.

Wednesday 23: Returns show that the river Counties have 
generally gone for Secession and the uplands against it. We 
have strong hopes the State has vetoed immediate Secession.

Thursday 24: The loafers and reckless adventurers are 
quiet, the peoples voice has prevailed for the time. Graves is 
sadly disappointed at his defeat, altho the majority for Hob-
son is small, only 60, on account of  only about 2/3 turning 
out and voting.

Friday 25: I spent the day as usual only that I breathe eas-
ier, since the poisonous fumes of  secession have blown away 
from our nostrils partially.

Saturday 26: As usual. It is pretty well ascertained that a 
majority of  Union members are elected in the state to the 
Conventions.

Sunday 27: I went to Col. Martin's near Princeton on my 
way to Court and spent the night pleasantly. I was very much 
fatigued with the ride, I am so out of  the habit.

Monday 28: Busy as usual. I have brought some 15 suits to 
the approaching Court, mainly collections. I do not expect or 
desire to engage in litigation hereafter and only wish to avail 
myself  of  the fees which are from collections that are con-
nected with our Banking business, and that with a view to 
keeping up a business to start Hugh on when he obtains li-
cense.
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Tuesday 1: As usual. The winter still continues very mild, 
though quite changeable. The health has been better than last 
winter.

Wednesday 2: As usual. Our business now starts off  on the sec-
ond year. The past year our first, has been satisfactory. We have 
made clear about $5,000. and the credit of  the concern is on ex-
cellent basis. We are now using no borrowed money and have 
kept up all matters promptly. I have only about $2,000. in the 
concern and the profits of  the past year. My services however as 
the legal partner promotes our success to a great extent.

Thursday 3: Things are moving on smoothly. Money very 
scarce. Some of  the trading houses here and elsewhere failing. A 
good deal of  suing. But little bought from abroad except corn & 
flour, the necessaries. Economy from necessity is prevailing. For-
tunately so abundant a crop had been made in the North west, 
that we are getting corn and flour at reasonable rates, say 90 to 
100. and $6 to $8 for flour.

Friday 4: As usual. The health of  our family is now good. 
Clara is still delicate but better. I returned from Princeton Court 

OLD STATE HOUSE

❖ On March 4, 1861, coinciding with Lincoln’s 
inauguration, the convention to determine Arkansas’ 
role in secession assembled in Little Rock. The 
business of  the convention was to decide whether or not 
to leave the Union. Rejecting pleas for an immediate 
vote, the convention settled in to debate the issues. Since 
the majority would not yield, some secessionists began 
urging the division of  the state. To avoid what many 
considered a calamity, a compromise emerged. 
Secession would be referred to the voters in August; in 
the meantime, Arkansas would stay in the Union.
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last evening. Was much disappointed in my getting money 
from those who owed me. Saw many of  my old acquain-
tances, but did not enjoy the meeting with many of  them. 
The demon of  Treason has taken possession of  some of  the 
leaders among them, and mislead a majority, especially just 
about Princeton. I felt like I was in a foreign land, Mexico for 
instance, and was looking around and inquiring where there 
was an American citizen to be found. It seemed unnatural to 
hear my old associates praying for destruction to the only 
happy government on earth, and that which we all together 
had in past times so eulogized. I however, found a few stead-
fast in the faith and with them spent most of  my time.

Saturday 5: Spent the day happy in looking into matters at 
home and the office -

Sunday 6: In the evening rode out to my esteemed friend's 
Peter Rounsaville's, and spent the night on my way to Cal-
houn Court.

Monday 7: With Mr. Rounsaville went to Hampton to 
Court and put up at Echols Tavern. Crowded and almost el-
bowed out by drunken men.

Tuesday 8: I attended the Court (Judge Murray presiding) 
done some business and met with old acquaintances. Was de-
tained for some litigated suits which we did not reach on the 
Docket. I so rarely attend a Court out from home that I feel 
almost out of  my proper place.

Wednesday 9: Remained in attendance on the Court. Done 
pretty well during the day, but there was such a rush for beds 

every night it was difficult to keep drunken fellows late in the 
night from tumbling in upon you "nolens volens”.

Thursday 10: Remained but did not get all my business dis-
patched.

Friday 11: Paid bill and started home by way of  Mr. Roun-
saville's where I spent the evening and night. Got very wet by 
heavy rain on the way.

Saturday 12: Came home, found all well and went to work.

Sunday 13: At church as usual and enjoyed the occasion. 
Miss Lizzie Malone is and has been boarding with us, merely 
for her accommodation for some time past, rooms with Su-
san and being quite intelligent, I hope will be of  service to Su-
san. Henry went down to Eldorado some time back to visit 
his sister and to cure the chills. So he is from home We learn 
he has had no more of  the chills.

Monday 14: As usual. We are all looking forward with 
much pleasure to a visit from Margaret and her family at 
Court, the last of  this month.

Tuesday 15: As usual. Vegetation putting out very fast and 
indications of  Spring manifested.

Wednesday 16: We are pursuing the even tenor of  our 
ways, in a mode of  life which some would consider highly mo-
notonous, but which I prefer. The Convention assembled at 
Little Rock on the 2nd Inst. A majority of  5 for the Union 
side, or rather for co-operation with the border States and op-
posed to immediate secession.
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Thursday 17: As usual. We have had some frost, a little se-
vere on tender vegetables.

Friday 18: In like manner.

Saturday 19: I am busy preparing for court. Our business 
doing well.

Sunday 20: As usual at church, and reading and instructing 
the children. It is the only day I have leisure to attend to the 
children and the little rogues are almost running wild. I hope 
in the summer to have more time to teach them.

Monday 21: As usual. Major Graham sick and the burthen 
of  the office devolves upon me.

Tuesday 22: Public affairs seem more quiet and peaceful. 
Those who have been predicting and many seemingly desir-
ing bloodshed upon the incoming of  Lincoln's administration 
are disappointed and no blow has yet been stricken. It is evi-
dent there will be no attempt to coerce the South into obedi-
ence and the indications are that an adjustment will be made 
so far as the border states are concerned.

Wednesday 23: Busy as usual.

Thursday 24:  In like manner. We are a little more at ease 
as to public affairs, as there is some reason to hope for some 
arrangement between the new administration and the South, 
tho the latter still keep their bullying policy, threats being 
made on the Federal City and demands being made upon the 
U. S. for the surrender of  the Forts and the weaker ones all 

being taken possession of  in the Southern States by the States 
officers and army.

Thursday 25: As usual. The Secessionists still doing all in 
their power by sensational dispatches and falsehoods to in-
flame the minds of  the people to madness. They are becom-
ing desperate in the awful apprehension that the border 
states will not join them.

Friday 26: As usual. Great difficulty about money matters. 
Most of  the cotton crop gone to buy corn and provisions, 
scarcely anything left over to pay just debts. Cotton is bearing 
a fine price but there is such an indebtedness, and a short 
crop.

Saturday 27: Busy as usual. I am preparing as far as I can 
to get my business matters in a condition to stand and wait 
for a better state of  things tho I am placed in a very disagree-
able position. The good debts which I calculated to make me 
easy this year are not paid, and I am obliged to borrow 
money out of  our own concern to pay accounts and current 
expenses, which are heavy.

Sunday 28: As usual, attended church and rested, read & re-
flected.

Monday 29: Our Circuit Court commenced. My partner is 
still sick and I have a burthen thrown on me attending Court 
business and the office also.

Tuesday 30:  Closely and anxiously engaged. A heavy 
docket, tho I have but little, indeed no new litigated cases. I 
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have to watch the old cases in which I am retained and the 
collection cases which I brought to this Term. 

Wednesday 31: In like manner. I am not in the spirit of  law 
business and wish the Term was over.
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Thursday 1: The business of  the court going on. We have the 
largest docket ever here before. I made some oversight mistakes 
in a bond for prosecution, for costs which they have caught me 
up on, all right, I have frequently caught up others.

Friday 2: In like manner. The Convention adjourned over to 
August passing a conditional ordinance for Secession to be sub-
mitted to the people before that time. This is well. The Seces-
sionists were very rampant and indeed insulting but could affect 
nothing by it. We had fewer men, who had opinions of  their 
own, and who could not be brow beaten by noisy demagogues, 
nor won over by the hope of  rewards. They stood up for coop-
eration with the other Border States, but thought it right as di-
rect representatives of  the people to leave it to their deliberate 
suffrage.

Saturday 3: As usual. The weather is pleasant, we are in the 
new Courthouse and the Court has despatched a great deal of  
business during the week. The past winter has been a very mild 
one, marked by one unusual characteristic. We have not had at 
this point one drift of  snow, nor have we had any freezing, tho a 

FORT SUMTER

❖ “We have the report confirmed of  the demand of  Fort 
Sumpter by the Confederacy, and the attack upon it 
and surrender by Major Anderson, on the ground, as 
alledged, of  an attempt to reinforce the fortress by the 
Government. This is enough. The secession leaders 
have accomplished their fatal plan at last. Peace to 
them was ruin. The new administration has been 
weak enough or wicked enough to afford them the 
pretext to precipitate not only the "Cotton" states but to 
involve the whole South in a War.”
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good deal of  very damp and chilly weather. My health has 
been better than usual. The three youngest children have 
taken cold and suffer at night extremely from a cough. I pre-
sume the remains of  the whooping cough.

Sunday 4: Went to church, Presbyterian, as usual and en-
joyed the sermon.

Monday 5:  The court business proceeded as usual. Also my 
exchange business doing well.

Tuesday 6: In like manner. Hopes still entertained of  an ad-
justment of  the questions between the Government and the 
Secessionists. The latter still exerting themselves to "precipi-
tate" the border states into the difficulty at all hazards. The 
“Reign of  Terror" fully inaugurated into the Seceding states. 
Neither freedom of  speech, of  opinion, nor of  the press toler-
ated, provided it happens not to run with the wishes of  the 
leaders and the cant of  the times.

Wednesday 7: As usual. Business matters have been a little 
easier for some weeks past. Cotton is bearing a fine price. We 
have suspended Insurance on account of  the unreasonable 
tax imposed by the corporation.

Thursday 8: As usual. The states of  Virginia, North Caro-
lina, Maryland, Tennessee, Kentucky and Missouri stand 
firmly against secession, but as firmly against "coercion".

Friday 9: In like manner. This part of  the country is hard 
pressed about money matters.

Saturday 10: Another good weeks work in Court closes to-
day.

Sunday 11: Spent the day as usual. Rumors of  a more war-
like character begin to prevail. The Southern Fortresses are 
not evacuated and any attempt to reinforce then or provision 
them will be treated as a declaration of  War - right or wrong!

Monday 12: The Court is proceeding on its third week. We 
have had the heartfelt pleasure of  the company or our dear 
child Margaret & her little ones for more than a week and it 
has cheered my heart greatly, while at the same time it in-
creases my sorrow to think they so dear to me are to be 
thrown into a state of  Anarchy. The visit has afforded us 
much satisfaction and I regret very much that we cannot be 
more together. But she has her duties to perform and we have 
ours here and the way of  duty is the way of  happiness. Ann 
and Mr. Bracy doing well also and all my children so far are 
promising to act their humble part faithfully.

Tuesday 13: As usual. Nothing is yet encouraging in the 
public face, very feeble indications of  peace occasionally 
manifest themselves among the deep dark gloom.

Wednesday 14: In like manner. Rumors of  a policy on the 
part of  the Government which will certainly involve us all are 
afloat - an attempt to reinforce.

Thursday 15: No blow has been struck of  a decisive charac-
ter but we have so many false rumors that they are calculated 
and intended to influence the public mind and to precipitate 
the country into civil war.
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Friday 16: As usual. The term of  the court is about at close. 
A good deal of  business has been done and the docket not fin-
ished yet. The largest amount however of  amounts ever 
taken in the Court at our term. Hugh has been at home dur-
ing the term but he is so much engrossed with matrimonial 
views that he is not very attentive to the business of  the 
Court.

Saturday 17: The Court is finished and I am glad of  it. Ma-
jor Graham has been sick and I have had a great responsibil-
ity in attending to both departments. I am however, patient 
in necessary duties, and feel that it is doubly necessary in the 
present aspect of  the times.

Sunday 18:  Went to church as usual and enjoyed the ser-
mon. I begin to realize how delightful it is to have a well 
founded hope of  a better world when troubles beset us in 
this.

Monday 19:  Spent the day in looking into things in my of-
fice which I could not attend to during the Court.

Tuesday 20: In like manner. We have the report confirmed 
of  the demand of  Fort Sumpter by the Confederacy, and the 
attack upon it and surrender by Major Anderson, on the 
ground, as alledged, of  an attempt to reinforce the fortress by 
the Government. This is enough. The secession leaders have 
accomplished their fatal plan at last. Peace to them was ruin. 
The new administration has been weak enough or wicked 
enough to afford them the pretext to precipitate not only the 
"Cotton" states but to involve the whole South in a War. 
Nothing like coercion could or would be borne by the south, 

and what the destructionists so furiously prosecuted, to wit to 
inflame the "Border States" is now accomplished. The war 
feeling is aroused, the die is cast. The whole South will be 
aroused in two weeks. Virginia which has pursued a firm dig-
nified and wise course heretofore in her Convention, this 
state which with a _______ heretofore had successfully re-
sisted the demagogues and destructionists is now forced to 
yield to the force of  circumstances, and fall into a common 
cause with those who have prevented a reconciliation of  the 
difficulties and there is no telling where it will end now. A call 
has been made by the executives upon the States for troops to 
suppress what is called an insurrection in the seceding states, 
and of  course is indignantly refused by all the Slave States. 
That faction which only prevailed as a concomitant of  per-
sonal and party ambitions and corruption, now spreads to 
the ranks of  the honest people, and civil war is thus inaugu-
rated in this happy land. I have made up my mind for the 
worst. I suffered more when the thing first burst upon me. I 
could not rest nor sleep some three or for months ago, when 
the corrupt efforts of  the demagogues succeeded in defeating 
the National Candidates Bell and Douglass and rallying the 
South on the Sectional candidate Breckenridge, the result of  
which necessarily elected the Republican candidate no mat-
ter who he was! And then as I expected upon the election of  
Lincoln, the Rule or Ruin party saw their time and fiercely 
seized upon it to destroy the Government. I foresaw just what 
is happening and it bore me down with profound sorrow to 
see the only happy government on earth torn to pieces by the 
ruthless hands, not of  powerful invaders but of  wicked lead-
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ers North and South, who mutually preferred ruin to defeat. 
The happy industrious people were the victims. But since it 
has come in a more tangible form and is reduced to a cer-
tainty I have resigned myself  to my fate, and trust to the Wis-
dom of  Him who controls the destiny of  nations. I see but lit-
tle to hope for on this earth and try to look for favor with 
Him who can destroy the soul as well as the body, but has 
promised that He will give Rest to the many who put their 
Trust in Him, My poor dear children are my greatest con-
cern. My own race is nearly run, I am devoting myself  to 
business, prudently to try to preserve the means of  their sup-
port under the impending troubles.

Wednesday 21: I quietly labor in my office, and am men-
tally training my mind to bear up with fortitude under adver-
sity.

Thursday 22: As usual. The work of  destruction is going 
on. The threats and preparations North compel us to prepare 
for the defense of  our homes and our families. Companys are 
mustering, the sound of  the drums and martial music greets 
our ears night and day. However desirous the Union men as 
they are called (more properly conservatives) are now forced 
to make common cause for the defence of  their sections re-
gardless of  the causes which have brought about the present 
disastrous state of  things.

Friday 23:  As usual. Business is almost suspended. The 
War spirit is decidedly in the ascendant. Many are rejoicing 
that the War has actually commenced by the taking of  Fort 

Sumpter (I envy not their hearts) but we all unite in the im-
portant determination to prepare for defence.

Saturday 24: Our business has been good up to the present 
time, but can not do much now. There is no certainty now 
about any business matters, unfortunately too much of  our 
means is out of  hand, and altho well secured apparently it 
may be difficult to realize. 

Sunday 25: Attended church as usual and derived consola-
tion from doing so. It is a happy thing, when Providence 
frowns on us here, to have a hope beyond the Grave.

Monday 26: Pursued business. Military companies are pre-
paring. The War cloud thickening both North and South, a 
desperate shock must take place unless the Norths pause 
shortly. The sections are now almost unamimously together. 
The North rallying now to maintain the Federal Govern-
ment. The South to resist it.

Tuesday 27: As usual. The children have taken cold - also 
Clara and the cough which I suppose to be the effect of  the 
whooping cough with the children has returned on them. We 
as a family have had better health for a month past than we 
have had for two years for the same length of  time, with the 
exception of  Henry who has had a chill or two again at ElDo-
rado. He has returned without improvement this time. I now 
fear for his lungs.

Wednesday 28: As usual. Two companies of  Volunteers are 
getting up here. Hugh has been drilling a company at ElDo-
rado at their request.
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Thursday 29: In like manner.

Friday 30: Nothing but rumors of  War in every direction. A 
collusion is daily expected at Washington City. The Secession-
ists threaten an attack and that has aroused a feeling in the 
North far beyond the abolition cause. The whole North will 
rally for the flag of  the United States.
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Saturday 1: How sadly the memories of  the past contrast with 
this day. For more than half  a century has this day been set 
apart by custom for the cheerful and innocent entertainments of  
light hearted school girls, a day of  lighthearted playfulness to 
them, and of  gladness and hope and social good feelings to their 
parents and to the various communities within their sphere but 
alas! How changed! How suddenly changed! The sounds of  mar-
tial music in the streets and the drill in the use of  the bright in-
struments of  death take the place. And the busy bustle at the so-
cial circle of  mothers and sisters, in hastily making the uniforms 
which are destined no doubt to be the shrouds of  their beloved 
sons, without even the comfort of  feeling that the sacrifice was 
making in resistance of  a foreign foe or savage fierce invader.

Sunday 2: Volunteers rallying faster than preparations can be 
made for them. Two companies completed and near two thou-
sand dollars made up in Camden for them. I attended preaching 
and spent the day in reflection.

Monday 3: I am doing but little. I paid $50 towards the outfit 
of  our Volunteers. The trouble is on us and we must make the 

BALLOON VIEW OF WASHINGTON

❖ “The North are throwing large forces into the City of  
Washington to resist the hot headed threats of  the fire 
eaters that it would be taken, and this has aroused the 
portion of  the North which would not favor the 
fanaticism of  the real abolitionists. They now rally to 
a man to defend the flag of  the Union.”
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best of  it. We must defend our own borders at all events. 
Wicked men have brought it on us but it is too late now to 
look to that, we must make the best fight we can in defense, 
with a full confidence that if  we have the right a Just God will 
help us to defend it, if  not we can only expect the fate of  the 
unjust. Our Southern people are bold, rash and violent. We 
have good materials for armies and will make a desperate de-
fense.

Tuesday 4: As usual. Money is disappearing and scarcely to 
be had. The people of  the country are working hard and 
planting largely of  corn. We expect a blockade of  our sea-
ports and must rely on our own industry. One great disadvan-
tage of  our situation for the War is the want of  a navy and 
we are wholly at a loss to know what course England and 
France will take.

Wednesday 5: As usual. We are taking measures to 
strengthen our watch in the city. The negroes of  the country 
are very quiet. More dangers from bad white men among us 
than from the poor slaves. 

Thursday 6: As usual. The wheat crop is promising in the 
country. There will be an ample supply for this year. This is 
highly important. The farmers promising an increased crop 
of  corn and economy is prevailing throughout the country. 
The members of  the convention are convening at Little Rock 
to secede from the Government.

Friday 7: Hugh come home from ElDorado where he has 
been assisting Mr. Carleton in his office. He belonged to the 
Guards here and was a lieutenant. He was also engaged to be 

married to Julia Stone when he returned, but finding his com-
pany preparing for marching he postponed it and prepared 
to go with them. They waited for a call some eight or ten 
days and no immediate chance offering for them to get into 
service, he concluded to marry -- to follow the suggestion of  
Cupid rather than Mars for the time being.

He was married tonight without any parade. He is rather too 
young, but having got it into his head, and she being a pru-
dent discreet girl, and having a competency to give them a liv-
ing at the outset, it is probably all for the best. They were de-
termined on it and I did not ask them to wait and indeed I 
greatly prefer that Hugh should remain at home, tho when I 
see any necessity for his going into the war I shall not object. 
There are as yet more volunteers offering than are called for, 
and hence no necessity. The Regiment which his company ex-
pected to fall into, now bound for service in the East. I think 
we have no men to spare from our own state. Our Western 
Border is much exposed if  the war becomes general.

After a good supper and an hours social intercourse with 
Miss Stone's family, we returned home and retired at usual 
hours. Indeed such are the magnitude of  the events now tran-
spiring that domestic matters which heretofore would have 
greatly engrossed our attention, pass off  now almost as com-
mon place matters. With the ruin of  our happy country, 
down goes all our hopes for our families which heretofore 
were the principal object of  my life and even if  we at a great 
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sacrifice, make a successful defence against the North. What 
hopes of  anything good for posterity under the rule and guid-
ance of  the same party leaders and influences which pre-
vented a reconciliation of  the difficulties which have de-
stroyed the happy government of  our fathers??

For there can be no doubt in any unbiased candid mind, who 
has taken a full and impartial view of  the political operations 
of  the last few years, that the election of  a Black Republican 
president was owing alone to the traitorous influence of  the 
Southern "Fire Eaters" for wicked designs and selfish ambi-
tion and without the election of  a Republican the country 
could not have been ruined as it now is. Those evil spirits 
(Yancy at their head) foresaw that the government could be 
shaken or destroyed by pressing the question which elected 
Lincoln and they took advantage of  the violent prejudices of  
the people, to accomplish their fiendish designs and they 
have, but too well succeeded. 

Friday 9: Hugh and Julia took leave of  us on the bridal tour 
this morning up to Dallas County on a visit among our old 
neighbors. Henry on yesterday morning started up to Dr. Ruf-
fins in Clark County to try to recover his health. I began to 
have apprehensions of  a serious loss of  health and thought a 
change of  waters, objects and manners of  living might set 
him right again. Thom went with him on horseback.

Saturday 10: As usual. Scarcely anything is doing in busi-
ness. The state has seceded and we are pronounced out of  
the Union framed for such high objects and with such patri-
otic hopes by our forefathers. But they with all their foresight 
could not anticipate that Yancy, Rhett & Co. would desecrate 
in so short a period of  time the land on which they vainly 
hoped they had entailed lasting happiness. In all their wis-
dom they did not imagine what, harm for evil, there could be 
in the single word Democracy. 

Sunday 11: I attended church as usual and derived a conso-
lation from religious reflection, which tends greatly to sustain 
me in the troubles of  this wicked world. When the evil pas-
sions of  mankind run riot, it is a happy thing that “Jehoval 
reigns" and rules.

Monday 12: Business of  every description is fast giving way. 
Preparation and rumors of  war occupies the minds of  nearly 
all. Two companies are ready and anxious to get orders to 
leave this City. In fact the first company, the Knights have 
gone to Little Rock without orders.

Tuesday 13: As usual. The whole country is aroused and 
the volunteers complaining that they cannot be mustered into 
service. Considerable contributions have been made for the 
two city companies by the citizens, say near $2000. and the 
Guards, the second company have left for Little Rock.

Wednesday 14: The parting of  friends, brothers, sisters and 
parents their sons are affecting scenes. 12 months or more for 
the War is the period, and we may rest assured that many will 
never return. If  it were a war which patriotism had inspired, 
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the spirit manifested would give these times and these scenes 
very deep interest. But viewing these brave men as mere vic-
tims to the wicked ambition of  a few selfish leaders it detracts 
much from the real interest, or the sentiment excited in the 
thinking conservative mind.

Thursday 15: We are now very much thinned in our 
streets, and there is a calm.

Friday 16: As usual. I have made up my mind for the worst 
and am endeavoring to resign myself  to the will of  a wise 
providence. Things are however rendered disagreeable by the 
disposition manifested with some of  our people, to use rash 
measures towards those who are suspected of  being favorable 
to the North. The Jews are hard pressed and it is just as much 
as sober minded men can do to prevent their being harshly 
dealt with. The very men who a very few years since were 
turning upon everything and declaiming at every corner 
against knownothingism because it excluded foreigners from 
suffrage and power, now generally want to hang them or 
drive them from the country. Vigilance committees are com-
mon and there is danger of  great abuse. Sober minded men 
have to yield to their formation to prevent rash action.

Saturday 17: The North are throwing large forces into the 
City of  Washington to resist the hot headed threats of  the 
fire eaters that it would be taken, and this has aroused the 
portion of  the North which would not favor the fanaticism of  
the real abolitionists. They now rally to a man to defend the 
flag of  the Union.

Sunday 18: As usual. I am attending quietly to my business 
thro the week. This day I set apart to the church and appro-
priate application of  the day.

Monday 19: As usual.  Other companies of  volunteers are 
passing, and another from this county. Hugh & Julia returned 
from their visit and we are enjoying the occasion.

Tuesday 20:  In like manner.  No debts are paying. All the 
remnant of  money in the country is raked up for the soldiers, 
and their outfits. The crop of  wheat fortunately is good and 
promises bread a plenty.

Wednesday 21: In like manner. Constant expectation of  
battles and rumors generally false afloat every day, calculated 
to excite the public mind. The telegraph is becoming an ac-
tual nuisance.

Thursday 22: In like manner. The children are getting over 
their attack of  cold and coughing which we suppose to be the 
tail end of  the whooping cough and was here much greater 
than the body of  it. Clara’s cough sometimes better and then 
worse. She is weak and thin but mostly keeps up her usual ac-
tivity.

Friday 23: We are gratified to get a letter (his first) from 
Henry informing us that he stood his trip to Clark very well, 
and has improved since.

Saturday 24: As usual. No actual battles have been fought 
yet, but the preparations on both sides are being rapidly en-
larged. Hostile multitudes are assembling about Washington, 
Harpers Ferry, Richmond, and Norfolk. The attack at Fort 
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Pickens seems to have rather died away of  late. A proclama-
tion for Blockading the southern ports has been made.

Sunday 25: As usual. I attended the Presbyterian church, 
Rev. Mr. Baird. This denomination comes nearer the religion 
of  my fathers than any other. Let everything be done "de-
cently and in order" is my sentiment. Besides that church as a 
church are more conservative in its principles and action 
than any of  the others. The Baptist Church has showed itself  
disloyal to the Government of  our forefathers, has propa-
gated the heresy of  secession South and fanaticism North 
and too much inclined generally both North and South to fa-
naticism. Its members with a few Honorable exceptions 
bowed their necks to the Democratic Yoke, and entered en-
thusiastically into the designs of  the "Rule or Ruin" party. 
The Methodist church also acts too much on passion and im-
pulse, hence they are easy victims to the suggestions of  vio-
lent feelings. Whilst their favorite doctrine of  "falling from 
grace" makes them one day the servants of  God and the 
next, of  his Satanic Majesty. The Episcopalians are conserva-
tive in their principles and actions and discard from their 
counsels the politics of  the times as I think they should do, 
but their practices savor rather too much of  the Worlds ways 
and leave rather too much to the polite vices of  Society. 
More attention is paid to the exterior and formal part of  
their worship than to the spirit of  their devotions. So I most 
approve of  the old Presbyterians, and expect to unite myself  
to their church whenever I can feel that I am worthy to sit at 
the Lords Table.

Monday 26: I spent the day about my affairs as usual. We 
have had to close accounts with the North and cannot carry 
on an exchange business with them owing to the Separation 
of  our state from them. Of  course our business in that line is 
greatly diminished. It also cuts off  a large portion of  our col-
lections, as Northern debts have been restrained by our Con-
vention from collection or payment over by the Southern 
Debtors.

Tuesday 27: As usual. Times dull and gloomy. Nothing 
ahead to produce any light hearted, cheerful sensations. 
Times bitter and sectional feeling gathering to its highest 
point, and no hope of  a reconciliation. Our state is threat-
ened with invasion and hence it becomes our duty to prepare 
to make common cause against the invaders, to defend our 
homes and our property. Even those of  us who were decid-
edly opposed to Secession are forced on the principle of  self  
defence to rally for the common cause, and to unite with 
those whose coarse we so heartily condemned, to resist the 
power of  that Government under which we have lived so se-
cure and so happily.

Wednesday 28: In like manner. We are having a dry spell. 
Fine harvests and good weather for saving the abundant 
wheat crop.

Thursday 29: In like manner. Our country is thrown sud-
denly into a new excitement almost spasmodic. We have a re-
port from Little Rook that the enemy have crossed the Mis-
souri line and are within our borders in force. The most hur-
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ried preparations are making to start the different companies, 
almost everyone is going who can go to Little Rock.

Friday 30: The excitement intense. The whole country is 
arising - and our people are perfectly wild. We had a meeting 
and the City company concluded to await orders or some cer-
tain intelligence. Hugh has girt on his sword and is going to 
leave his young wife. He was chosen 1st Lieutenant in the 
City Company (the Knights). This will be a severe parting. 
He is having his uniform fitted and provisions prepared to be 
ready to start after tomorrows mail.

Saturday 31: The morning passed off  in great bustle of  
preparation, but the news of  the day contradicted the Report 
of  invasion and quiet is again restored. Much to the satisfac-
tion of  the peace loving people, tho some of  the volunteers 
seem to be greatly disappointed.
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Sunday 1:  All quiet so far as the report above alluded to is con-
cerned, but our streets are full of  uniforms. Drilling is kept up 
and companies passing thru from other counties, stopping here 
to complete their outfits, Hugh is going on with his house I gave 
him and I gave him the lot at valuation, he refunds me at his 
convenience, the amount which it over goes his advance. I also 
furnish him the lime and get his hewn timbers. He and Julia are 
living with us and Miss Lizzie Malone left. Dr. Ruffin is down 
and informs us that Henry's health is improving.

Monday 3: Went to the office and attended closely to business, 
making settlements, renewing paper, etc. for the money is not 
afloat to get payment now of  what we have out. We are renew-
ing the acceptances with our usual direct discount paid 2 1/2 
per ct. per mo.

Tuesday 4: In like manner. Weather warm and threatened 
rain. The health this spring has been better than last. Several of  
our doctors and lawyers have gone to the Wars.

Wednesday 5: Hugh is complaining. I do not like the state of  
his heath.

THE BARKMAN HOUSE

❖ Circa 1861, Arkadelphia. The Barkman House was 
built for James E. M. Barkman, the son of  Jacob 
Barkman who had settled in Arkadelphia around 
1811. The house is architecturally significant because 
of  its unusual combination of  Greek and Gothic 
Revival styles. A transitional design between 
antebellum and Victorian architecture, the Barkman 
House is a frame house with a hip roof  and chimneys 
at both ends. a two-story gallery across the main 
façade, and two one-story wings at the rear. 
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Thursday 6: Our state convention has adjourned. No cer-
tainty of  any fighting yet. Some little start in that way at St. 
Louis, and in the neighborhood of  Baltimore. 

Friday 7: As usual. I have taken cold again. My general 
health has been very good this spring. 

Saturday 8: As usual. We have had heavy rains last two 
days. Ample season for everything. I had our sweet potato 
slips set out.

Sunday 9: As usual on Sunday. Attended church and at-
tended to Dicks lessons and my own reflecting,

Monday 10: As usual, we have but little talk of  anything but 
the War. The principal seat seems likely to be in the neighbor-
hood of  Washington and in Virginia.

Tuesday 11: A great number of  companies forming and of-
fering to the Governor. The greatest trouble is to get the 
means of  starting them out. Every dollar which can be got up 
is given to them or loaned to their friends. More money has 
already been furnished than I thought was in the Country. 
The County Court has under the Ordinance of  the Conven-
tion made assessments to some amount for that purpose. The 
expenses of  the War are becoming almost incalculable.

Wednesday 12: As usual. My health is not improving, the 
cold and cough is rather increasing. I don’t know what it 
means. Hugh is taking a course of  medicine and Clara is 
very feeble. Has a cough and expectorates a good deal. The 
health and hopes of  our promising family seems to be com-

ing fast to naught. Alas! how vain are human calculations! 
How uncertain are all human affairs!

Thursday 13: As usual. Scarcely any business doing. The 
crops of  the county rather promising. Our ports being block-
aded, the products of  our own farms are all important, and a 
failure of  crops this season would be productive of  great suf-
fering if  not of  subjugation by the North.

Friday 14: In like manner. We are in no better health. My 
cough is weakening and discouraging me. It is assuming the 
form of  an influenza at least. I have no pain nor weakness of  
the breast, but the cough and discharge of  mucous is severe.

Saturday 15: In like manner. I am endeavoring to get the 
money loaned out by us, closed by renewal of  the accep-
tances but it is difficult to get the discount paid in cash. The 
difficulty of  money matters is daily increasing. A destructive 
war is evident. It is a strange transition to feel that I am no 
more a citizen of  the United States. Everything is turned 
around. I am dizzy with the rapidity of  the changes.

Sunday 16: Spent the day as usual. I study resignation to 
the Will of  Him who orders all things according to his pleas-
ure. But to our poor conception it is hard to reconcile to our 
ideas of  our permanence in Government and laws so sudden 
a destruction of  all. It is more like a dream than a reality that 
we are suddenly plunged into the most dreadful civil war the 
World ever saw. And all for what?? Both sides, as is common 
in protracted quarrels have got into the wrong, and each are 
seeking with the utmost bitterness the ruin of  the others. Oh! 
the wickedness of  man! Nothing but the incomprehensible 
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forbearance of  that God who rules all would spare the 
authors of  such destruction.

Monday 17: As usual. Busy at the office. Large numbers of  
troops collecting in Va. and the War actually going on. Block-
ade of  all Southern ports by the U. S. government, also the 
Mississippi river and Ohio above.

Tuesday 18: I started out on a little excursion partly for 
health and partly on business. Went to Mrs. Rucks by the way 
of  Holly Springs and spent the night, a hot dry day, the coun-
try up here suffering for a rain. Rode in the morning and eve-
ning and do not feel worsted by the ride.

Wednesday 19:  Went on to Arkadelphia. Fell in at the en-
campment of  a volunteer company and partook of  a dinner 
given by the neighbors to the Co. at Manchester. In the eve-
ning went into town and put up at Spencers tavern.

Thursday 20: Made some settlements with the Sheriff  and 
others, paid bill of  $3. and left in the evening. This town like 
our own shows the effects of  the war. Everything almost sus-
pended except equipping soldiers and fitting them out. The 
whole country are aroused. The sound of  martial music is 
heard in every village and hamlet, and there is a rush of  vol-
unteers from every neighborhood, some destined for the seat 
of  war in Virginia and others for the Northern part of  this 
state, which it is feared will be invaded.  I rode out to my old 
friend N. K. Jones in Dallas Cty. and spent the night.

Friday 21: I went on to Tulip, an excessively hot day. 
Stopped and got dinner at the house of  an old neighbor in 

Tulip when we lived there. Some reminiscences of  past years, 
when we first emigrated and settled in the woods of  Arkansas 
were brought up. We were then in pecuniary difficulties, but 
we had a Government. We were struggling in a new country 
under privations of  most of  the comforts of  life, but we were 
under the Constitution and laws inherited from our forefa-
thers. We had been unfortunate in business matters, but had 
and felt perfect security of  person and property, never dream-
ing that in a few short years we would be shedding fraternal 
blood, and wasting our strength and our substance in prepa-
rations for shedding the blood of  our brethren. Happy the 
good who died before the awful reverse. True the seeds of  dis-
cord had then been sown by the insidious destroyer "Democ-
racy" but we looked upon the harvest of  that crop as distant, 
and still hoped that there was purity and patriotism enough 
to prevent it ever coming to maturity at least in our day. I 
stopped at Tulip and spent the night pleasantly with my old 
friend A. Butler.

Sunday 22: Rode to Princeton on my way home and 
stopped under the hospitable roof  of  Ro Martin for the day 
and night. I have accomplished some little matters of  busi-
ness and feel no worse in health though I fear that I am but 
little better than when I left home. My cough is not so con-
stant. My spirits a little cheered up by social intercourse,

Monday 23: Started for home in the morning and reached 
here in the evening and found all well, forgetting or trying to 
discard the horrors of  the times, rejoiced to meet again my 
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dear family sensible that whatever might be our fate, there 
was still virtue and innocence there.

Tuesday 24: Spent the day in that sort of  amusement aris-
ing from novelty after being absent from home partly in busi-
ness and partly in enjoying the satisfaction of  being at home.

Wednesday 25: As usual. Most of  us complaining more or 
less.

Thursday 26: In like manner. Soldiers and their equippages 
the order of  the day. Hugh is still threatened and is taking a 
course of  medicine to improve his liver and bowels which 
seems to be exceedingly torpid. Clara, Mr. Bracy and Ann 
have gone on a trip for their health up to Dr. Ruffins, hoping 
that the change of  water will help Clara.

Friday 27: I am busy at the office, examining and settling 
up matters. My cough is still going on.

Saturday 28: In like manner, the weather is still dry. Our 
garden is burning up.

Sunday 29: I am tolerably lonesome, in the absence of  the 
"old woman" altho I have the little noisy chittering children 
around me. I am dull and inert. I seem to have no stimulus to 
action, and the apparent decline of  my own health renders 
me the less able to resist ennui and indifference. I have al-
most lost my taste for society, and altho I am resigned to, 
whatever may befall me, there is an unavoidable depression 
connected with the very fact of  the resignation which bears 
down my animal spirits.

Monday 30: In like manner. I have much satisfaction in the 
little affectionate prattle of  my two little children, Clara and 
Ed. In the absence of  their mother they come to me with 
their childish wants, joys and mishaps. I scarcely know how I 
should do without them. I attend every day at the office but 
am doing nothing of  value to the exchange department. This 
discount for money lent on home drafts is still going on but 
so sudden is the change of  times that it is possible that few 
will be solvent even of  those who are now safe and the 
money is not in the country to pay up now. We have more 
than $20,000. out now mostly in town.
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Tuesday 1:  In like manner. Hugh and Julia are at home with 
me. They live with us and occupy the new room until Hugh's 
house shall be done. Julia is a discreet, sensible, plain woman, pi-
ous and agreeable. I give Hugh, James and my favorite building 
site. Mr. Stone is building them a good house on it and Hugh is 
to refund the overplus after being made equal in negroes and 
real estate with the other children. The 2nd Company of  
Knights to which Hugh belongs are preparing to start to War. 
They unanimously elected him 1st Lieut. and he is desirous to 
go if  his health will permit.

Wednesday 2: As usual. The health of  the City is tolerably 
fair. And still dry and parching heat.

Thursday 3: As usual. Rains going around in some parts of  
the country but misses us. A general drought in the South would 
be fatal now. We are likely to have to rely on ourselves for sup-
port, being blockaded on all hands. This country must, as in-
deed they ought to make all the necessaries and such luxuries as 
they will have, except merely coffee, sugar, etc.

THE BATTLE OF BULL RUN

❖ “...attention is now attracted to skirmishes between our 
troops and the Northern in Virginia, which will be the 
first seat of  War. Immense armies on both sides are 
collecting on the Potomac and at Richmond where the 
seat of  the Southern Government has been removed. 
All hopes of  avoiding a terrible conflict are now past.”

❖ The First Battle of  Bull Run, also known as First 
Manassas, was fought on July 21, 1861, inVirginia. 
It was the first major land battle of  the American 
Civil War. 
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Friday 4: This great anniversary of  the greatest event for 
the accomplishment of  human happiness has again rolled 
round. But Alas! It brings with it sorrow instead of  joy. None 
who appreciate the blessings of  Heaven aright can be happy 
and rejoice in view of  the awful contrast, felt by all between 
this morning and the same morning 12 months ago. Most 
that was gained by the events which made that day memora-
ble, has been lost within that short period, and by many of  
our people, office hunters, the day has been discredited by ef-
forts to destroy the results of  that days declaration. It passed 
quietly and gave manifest evidence of  having taken the first 
step into oblivion.

Saturday 5: Clara and Mr. Bracy and Ann having got home 
we are all together again in barely tolerable health. Clara was 
sick while at Dr. Ruffins and did not derive the benefit which 
she did on the former occasion from the change. Henry re-
turned with them. He is greatly improved. Has overcome his 
chills and coughs and looks better. His trip, change and Dr. 
Ruffins treatment has had apparently a fine effect. I have 
great hopes now that no permanent disease is fixed upon 
him. He is still taking carb. of  iron with quinine, and up to 
this time has been taking cod liver oil. Hugh is under treat-
ment of  Dr. McElrath, and he has been much dispirited on 
account of  his condition. His liver and bowels have not acted 
aright and he is now taking a severe round of  the mass pills. 
Also the iron and cod liver oil. I have great fears of  his 
health. He is weak, has occasional fevers. Hectic I think. Has 
lost flesh and his secretions seem entirely irregular and inac-

tive. His company are about to move and he is going with 
them.

Sunday 6: I spent the day in reading and reflection in the 
midst of  my family.

Monday 7: As usual. The attention of  our community as 
well as that of  the civilized world is now attracted to skir-
mishes between our troops and the Northern in Virginia, 
which will be the first seat of  War. Immense armies on both 
sides are collecting on the Potomac and at Richmond where 
the seat of  the Southern Government has been removed. All 
hopes of  avoiding a terrible conflict are now past.

Tuesday 8: In like manner. Weather still dry and burning to 
our gardens.

Wednesday 9: In like manner. Weather dry. Great numbers 
of  volunteers and military equipment in all quarters in this 
state. Another regiment under Col. Rust has left for Virginia.  
Hugh’s medicine had good effect and he thinks himself  bet-
ter. My cold or influenza with cough is still weakening me.

Hugh left. He has to take charge of  the Company until the 
Captain (Logan) overtakes them. He thinks he can stand it 
but the weather is warm and he is weak and has the charge 
on hand, of  the company and the excitement of  leaving 
home I am afraid will overcome him. He moves in it like a 
man and has the confidence of  all and altho I deprecated the 
war, and by no means justify it, still the necessity is on us and 
it is now too late to look into causes. We must defend our 
homes against invasion, and as Hugh’s military education en-
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ables him to be useful I wish him to do his part if  his health 
will permit, much as I regret to part with him. I have the ut-
most confidence in his firmness and discretion. He will make 
a good soldier and good officer. It is a hard case with Julia 
but she bears it as well as most ladies would under like cir-
cumstances. I hope he will not be called off  from the defence 
of  our own state. The company goes to Little Rock and 
awaits orders. They camp near Peles about 3 miles from 
town.

Thursday 11: We feel the absence of  Hugh deeply, but lit-
tle is said and we submit to the privation of  his society with-
out a murmur, and trust to a wise providence for his protec-
tion. Our national standing, and pride is destroyed if  not our 
liberties. We feel humbled, and no doubt we should be by the 
distruction of  the only happy and as we supposed almost per-
fect government on earth. As a nation we had become intoxi-
cated with peace and prosperity. Hypocracy, selfishness and 
designing ambition of  demagogues, took the place of  patriot-
ism, and this war is the result of  the scuffle between the 
demagogues North and South. A mere fight for the spoils at 
first and when the North grew too strong numerically for the 
South, the Southern office seekers carried out their principles 
of  "Rule or Ruin" and to sustain such a war must the blood, 
peace and substance of  the honest, industrious people of  
such a nation be sacrificed.

Friday 12: I am quietly pursuing my private business, have 
nothing to do with public matters when I can properly avoid 
it.

Saturday 13: As usual. Our population is very much 
thinned out. The streets look lonely, and altho we all seem to 
keep up some degree of  good cheer, yet there is a gloom over 
everything. Tis too manifest in everything we see or think of  
that we are a ruined people, let the results of  the war be what 
they may, both North and South.

Sunday 14: Spent the day as usual, suffering with heat and 
drought.

Monday 15: In like manner. I cannot shake off  my cough. I 
have some fears of  my breast. Clara is also in very weak 
health, at times troubled with cough.

Tuesday 16: As usual. Hugh's house is going on very well 
and we are quiet at home. Have but little company and de-
sire but little. I feel that I have lived too long and but for the 
benefit of  my dear young family I could almost wish I had 
not been spared to see the State of  things by which I am sur-
rounded.

Wednesday 17: In like manner until the afternoon. Hugh's 
health not being sufficient to stand the Army he had to aban-
don it, so soon as the Captain overtook the company he left 
them in pursuance both of  his physicians advice and his own 
declining strength. He got back to Col. Martins, rested a day 
or two and Col. M. brought him home in his carriage. So we 
are again agitated with emotions both of  sorrow and joy. Sor-
row for the cause of  Hugh’s return and joy that he is with us.

Thursday 18: Susan by invitation of  Col. Martin went 
home with him on a visit.  She seems to be laboring under 
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some strange absence of  mind or depression of  spirits and 
we thought it might arouse her up to go out among her aq-
uaintances and vary the scenes of  her monotonous life.

Friday 19: As usual. Clara and myself  are preparing to visit 
Margaret and try to recruit our health. We are both a good 
deal enfeebled and I am more at leisure then usual.

Saturday 20: As usual. No rain in town yet, and likely to be 
a scorching drought. Hugh is getting clear of  his fevers and is 
taking care of  himself  and pursuing a course of  stimulating. 
We will leave him and Julia in charge of  the house, etc. with 
Henry and Dick whilst we make our visit with Clara and Ed.

Sunday 21: Mr. C. sent up the mules yesterday and this 
morning early we started in our hack for Eldorado. We did 
not expect when we started to go through but we stood the 
travel better than we expected, and got to Mr. Careltons just 
at dark. To our surprize and regret we found Margaret, Liz-
zie and her nurse had had chills that day and were abed. We 
had a cup of  coffee, felt refreshed and retired for a good 
nights rest, pleased to be under the roof  of  our kind child 
and her kind husband.

Monday 22: We were much refreshed by a good nights 
sleep and would have soon rested but our Clara had fever, 
had to take medicine. Margaret's Clara also and another ne-
gro girl.

Tuesday 23: Spent the day in attending to the sick. Doing 
pretty well ourselves. Margt. missed her chill but could not be 
about. She is very weak and is still nursing her fine sprightly 

little Sue, about seven months old. We have an abundance of  
good fruit. 

Wednesday 24: In like manner. Margt. had a chill & Clara 
B. was quite sick. 

Thursday 25: In like manner. There was one of  the severe 
and sudden changes of  air a day or two since which has been 
unfavorable for health.

Friday 26:  As usual. The fruit is ripening and I indulge in 
it, I read a little, examined the proceedings of  our late con-
vention, find some little alteration in the Constitution. One 
advantage is that they have left out the Anti-banking clause. 
That body were a step in advance of  any we have had in the 
State heretofore. Less of  the demagogue, etc.

Saturday 27: In my usual way. The children have got better 
and are all at play. A stirring little squad. Margaret is not well 
but hopes that she is improving. Very weak, walks a little 
about the house. Do not like her condition. Has no appetite 
and occasionally some fever.

Sunday 28: We spent the day in the social family circle. 
Margt had high fever and symptoms of  a chill. Also one of  
the little negroes had a chill, I begin to improve, my coughing 
giving way.

Monday 29: Clara thinks she is getting a little stronger. Mr. 
C. is engrossed with his farm and spends only a part of  his 
time at the office. Has a tolerable corn crop, enough for his 
own use and a tolerable little cotton crop, all hurt by dry 
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weather, altho the season has been good generally in that 
county. Weather now hot and dry.

Tuesday 30: As on yesterday. I am living easy, eat when I 
feel like it, sleep when I am drowsy, walk when I get restless. 
Look after guinea hens nests and eat the eggs, read when I 
have a taste for it, amuse myself  with the children when I am 
in a mood for it, and live in the midst of  rural freedom, child-
ish innocence and affection, leaving behind me as far as prac-
ticable the cares of  and the wickedness of  the earth, and that 
kind of  life seems to agree with me.

Wednesday 31: In like manner. Weather exceedingly hot 
and dry.
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Thursday 1: In like manner. I am cheered by the improvement 
of  my health. I am getting stronger everyday and cough or ex-
pectorate only occasionally.

Friday 2: In like manner. My two little ones both in fine health 
now.

Saturday 3: Margt is worse. Has fever accompanied with great 
irritation of  the stomach.

Sunday 4: Margt. still very sick. Threw up some blood, and in 
the night had some bloody discharge from the bowels.  We are 
uneasy about her.

Monday 5: Margt’s fever high and she is much prostrated. Evi-
dently threatened with inflammation of  the stomach and the 
family physician having gone to the War, we are at a loss. I have 
to risk my own judgment about treating her, there being only 
some young practitioners in town or the neighborhood. I gave 
her broken portions of  Cal. and Dovers powders, to set the liver 
in action without weakening her.

BATTLE OF WILSON CREEK 
(DEATH OF GENERAL LYON)

❖ “We have news of  another victory. At Springfield a 
bloody battle has been fought between McCullock 
command and the Northern troops in Missouri.”

❖ The Battle of  Wilson's Creek, also known as the 
Battle of  Oak Hills, was the first major battle of  the 
Western Theater of  the American Civil War. Fought 
on August 10, 1861, near Springfield, Missouri 
between Union forces and the Missouri State Guard, it 
is sometimes called the "Bull Run of  the West."
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Tuesday 6: Margt’s medicine, having acted as we hoped, 
she is better and missed her fever today. Some of  the black 
children have occasional chills. I have improved altho a good 
deal interrupted in my rest by Margt’s sickness. But I am 
much relieved in mind on account of  her apparent relief. I 
combined a portion of  morphine with the quinine she took 
and it acted like a charm on her.

Wednesday 7: Margt still improving, and had no fever. 
Medicine is out but we do not like to leave her till she seems 
over her attack.

Thursday 8: We started home and arrived at Camden in 
good time and all much less fatigued than as we went down, 
owing to our improved strength. My cough is nearly ceased 
and Clara is decidedly stronger, tho still feeble. We were 
happy to join our little family at home all well and meeting us 
with joyous faces. Hugh and Julia kept house while we were 
absent and Hugh’s health is at least temporarily improved.

Friday 9: Went to my office and to work. A part of  the time 
I was absent our office was closed, Major Graham being at 
his plantation. Home was very agreeable after near three 
weeks absence, but scarcely anything doing.

Saturday 10: As usual. Much refreshed both in body and 
mind by my gain in health. We are just getting fully in posses-
sion of  particulars as to the great battle at Manassas on the 
21st Ult. or rather it may be called the memorable ROUT of  
the Northern army of  the Potomac. It is calculated to have a 
decided influence in favor of  the Southern cause.

Sunday 11: Spent the day as usual, at church, reading and 
reflecting. I am from time to time more deeply impressed 
with the corruption and folly of  mankind. It is astonishing 
that a Just God does not sink this world or utterly destroy its 
present race of  inhabitants. The present rumors of  war is a 
conclusive proof  that the religion of  the present boasted 
Christian intelligence is not a whit better than the supersti-
tions of  past dark ages. The privileges and advantages which 
we enjoy, compared with the circumstances of  those ages, the 
manner and means by which wickedness is displayed have 
changed form, as the age has changed habits and manners, 
but in view of  the circumstances in which we live, crime is 
but the more flagrant. The churches praying for the blood of  
their brethren in the opposite section, professed christians de-
nouncing vengeance the most Demon like against their Chris-
tian brethren and seeking vampire like the blood of  Chris-
tians, holding the same Christian tenets, and expecting salva-
tion thro the same Redeemer, desecrating the the destruction 
of  temples of  God with blasphemous prayers for each other, 
following the impulses of  the worst passions of  the human 
breast, brought into action by selfish servants of  the Devil, po-
litical leaders, instead of  praying for "peace on earth and 
good will towards all men."

Monday 12: Attended to business. All the family are now at 
home, Susan having arrived the same day we returned from 
El Dorado.  She is still low spirited and I fear her trip out has 
not improved her.
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Tuesday 13: As usual. War news engrosses our time, much 
of  which is false and exaggerated.

14: As usual. Hughs health is still precarious. He and Julia 
and Susan have gone to Louisiana on a visit to Mt. Lebanon 
to Mr. Humphreys and family. Hoping that it may improve 
him. They will stop at Mr. Carletons on the way.

The Humphrey’s farm outside of  Mt. Lebanon, Louisiana is now an 
empty, harvested tree farm.

Wednesday 15: As usual. We are dragging along without 
much to animate our hopes or cheer us on our way thro this 
discordant perishing world. The family circle is my welcome 
retreat, and could I but be spared good health among them I 
can be happy comparatively. But Alas! Disease has invaded 

our household and trials beset us even there. Hugh, Henry 
and, I fear Susan, are more or less threatened at least with 
loss of  health.  My own health improved.

Thursday 16: In like manner. We have news of  another vic-
tory. At Springfield a bloody battle has been fought between 
McCullock command and the Northern troops in Missouri. 
Altho successful, we have paid dearly for the victory.

Friday 17: We have had rain and vegetation is taking an-
other growth. The crops have been much injured but there is 
generally corn enough made.

Saturday 18: As usual. Our people are encouraged about 
the war. But it is strengthening and extending its horrible di-
mension every day. We are feeling the effects of  the enemys 
blockade - altho it is said not to be efficient.

Sunday 19: Spent the day as usual for the Sabbath.

Monday 20: As usual. Money has almost disappeared from 
the country and we have nothing to do but to try to secure 
what we have. Most of  our capital, say $25,000 is out and we 
are renewing and keeping as secure as possible.

Tuesday 21: As usual.

Wednesday 22: We are living quietly at home, have but lit-
tle to do with society when the children are from home. 
Hugh's house is nearly finished.

Thursday 23: As usual. We are trying to economize in the 
article of  coffee, which we expect to be cut off  from by the 
blockade, by using meal in the mixture. Does pretty well.
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Friday 24: My health still improving and Claras more uni-
form.

Saturday 25: The health of  the town and country tolerably 
good, except with children.

Sunday 26: As usual. Spent the day in reading and gravely 
reflecting on the sudden devastation of  many parts of  our 
once happy country and futility of  all human hopes. From all 
which I derive consolation in the hope of  a better world, 
where man will cease to "be mans worst enemy".

Monday 27: Hugh & Co. have got home from Louisiana, 
Henry comes leaving Susan at the Carletons too, and is still 
doing well. Hugh about as he was.

Tuesday 28: As usual. Nothing of  interest transpiring. We 
are getting new flour & meal from the country and it is fortu-
nate that a sufficiency of  both has been raised to supply the 
Country, as we have to rely on ourselves.

Wednesday 29: As usual. We are watching every mail to 
hear of  battles and at different points.

Thursday 30: In like manner. Ladies busy making clothing 
for the soldiers in our companies. The whole country is astir 
on this human subject.

Friday 31: In like manner. Hughs health is still declining 
and it looks as tho we are to be tried as Job was. Susan is 
gradually declining in a change, depression of  spirits, and dis-
inclination to anything like cheerfulness.
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Saturday 1:  As usual. The changes in the times, and the rapid 
succession of  new events crowd upon us so fast that we cannot 
keep up with them, everything however seems to move slowly. 
Important battles, large armies are threatening each other on 
the Potomac, but none of  the expected dreadful battles have 
come off  except one at Springfield, Mo. of  some importance.

Sunday 2: As usual. At church and reading and reflecting.

Monday 3: My health is very good. I hope I am entirely over 
the influenza cough, etc. which hurt me so much three months 
ago.

Tuesday 4: As usual. I am living an inactive, easy life, and but 
for the family afflictions which crowd upon me in the way of  
loss of  health, I might feel easy. Steven has had something like 
neuralgia for two or three months, now rising in his head and he 
is nearly blind.

Wednesday 5: In like manner. I an merely dragging out my 
days and nights in what seems to me to be a discharge of  duties 
devolving upon me, first to my family, and 2nd to the support of  
the dreadful war into which we have been forced, and to the de-

MR CARLETON’S FARM - 2012

❖ “Henry is down at Mr. Carletons for company to his 
sister in Mr. C's absence and in order to have the 
influence of  a country life on his health. He looked 
well when he left home and we learn is still in good 
health.”

❖ The former location of  Mr. Carleton’s farm is in the 
city of  El Dorado now, although much of  it is 
wooded.
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fence of  which we are forced upon the principle of  self  pres-
ervation to use all our energies.

Thursday 6: Nothing worth recording occurs.

Friday 7: In like manner.

Saturday: We have a sudden and very penetrating change 
in temperature, almost to Frost from almost summer heat for 
the last two weeks, night and day. 

Sunday 8: I had to go to the Circuit Court at Warren be-
tween 50 & 60 miles by stage. I found it had rained at some 
places on the way the preceding days altho we were so dry at 
Camden. Arrived at Warren after 9 P. M. put up at Penning-
ton tavern.

Monday 9: Court met and proceeded with business.

Tuesday 10: In like manner. More than half  of  the causes 
have to be continued on acct. of  the absence of  parties and 
witnesses in the Army. That County in which Warren is lo-
cated has turned out some 9 companies of  volunteers.

Wednesday 11: In like manner. I accomplished what I had 
to do in Court and hired a horse, went over the Saline River 
to Sanduski’s in Drew County to examine a tract of  land in 
his neighborhood for which an offer to purchase had been 
made - N E of  32 and N W of  33 of  Township 13 R 6 West.

Thursday 12: Went out with Sanduski to examine the land 
and returned to his house to dinner. Found the tract good 
and priced it at $5. per acre, then returned to Warren. Made 
my arrangements and took the stage about 11 and bumped 

along all night in the two horse hack called a stage, without 
much rest. I had rather a pleasant time of  it at Warren and 
the trip thus far relieved me in some degree of  the dull leth-
argy which I generally feel of  late. Home about 3:00 o’clock.

Friday 13: I found health at home no better. Sue is more le-
thargic and we have discovered that there is obstruction and 
that she has suffered partial want of  menstruation for some 
time. That is doubtless the cause of  her great depression of  
spirits which has been becoming more apparent for the past 
year and has given me uneasiness.  Solitude and absence of  
mind seems to be a habit with her and has influenced her 
manner and disposition greatly before we thought of  the 
cause.  Steven still lying up with his head and Thom com-
plaining.

Saturday 14: At home looking after little matters, con-
nected with the office and private business also.

Sunday 15: Henry is down at Mr. Carletons for company to 
his sister in Mr. C's absence and in order to have the influ-
ence of  a country life on his health. He looked well when he 
left home and we learn is still in good health.

Monday 16: As usual at my office. The most we can do now 
is to keep secure the money which we have lent out, and col-
lect what we can on discounts on renewals of  acceptances. 
There is scarcely any thing in the way of  Exchange and we 
do not have notes.

Tuesday 17: Susan and Hugh both seem to be declining. 
The prospects of  our promising family seem to be broken up 
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by disease. We endeavor to submit to the hand of  a Kind 
Providence with as much resignation as the natural feelings 
of  our nature will allow us. We will endeavor to be as useful 
to our dear children as we can and trust the balance to Him 
who orders all things for the best.

Wednesday 18: At home, employed as usual.

Thursday 19: As usual.

Friday 20: In like manner. The drought is again becoming 
extreme for the season of  the year. And the weather is warm 
enough for summer. 

Saturday 21: In like manner. The public are becoming rest-
less to hear of  some important action by our great armies. It 
does seem strange that something of  great import has not 
been seen on the Potomac. One thing however we know by 
private letters which policy forbids being published, almost 
all of  our citizen, soldiers, have been sick especially those in 
Missouri. The measles or Camp fever of  some kind has pre-
vailed to a great extent and many have died.

Sunday 22: Fine pleasant weather, tho unusually dry for the 
season. I attended church and then read newspapers.

Monday 23: As usual. The idea of  making money or in-
creasing our estates may be given up now. If  we can support 
the War and make an economical living it will be well. This 
County has sent off  13 companies out of  a voting population 
of  about 1750 voters. They have to be clad and measurably 
provided for at home. The enemy are gradually drawing the 

cards closer around us. Money is exhausted, almost, and Gov-
ernment funds relied upon. 

Tuesday 24: As usual. We are endeavoring to treat Susan so 
as to restore her but it is distressing to witness a dear child, a 
young blooming girl of  eighteen with fine prospects fast turn-
ing into a dangerous and very extraordinary degree of  
hysterics.  At times wholly uncontrollable.  The cause no 
doubt is obstruction in her courses and she resists all impor-
tuning to take medicines or comply regularly with 
prescriptions.  Hugh has had another hemorrhage.

Wednesday 25: Our town is dull, our population sparce. 
The ladies keep themselves alive by grouping together and 
driving about, in getting up and making clothing for the sol-
diers. The crops are now shaped so as to test their extent. 
The corn crop is a fair one, enough has been made in this 
state for consumption.  The cotton is scarcely an average. An 
average amount of  sickness in every direction, especially in 
pulmonary disease, which has increased to an alarming ex-
tent for three or four years.

Thursday 26: As usual. Weather clean and dry and sum-
mer heat.

Friday 27: In like manner. A good deal of  skirmishing be-
tween our troops and that of  the enemy but no important bat-
tles, public expectation on tiptoe all the time to learn result 
of  some important conflicts.

Saturday 28: In like manner. I am examining the law on 
some questions likely to arise in some suits I have brought. 

474



There is but little inducement to engage in professional busi-
ness, for there is no money coming in upon it, and no cer-
tainty that it ever will be paid in most instances.

Sunday 29: I went over to Mr. Rounsavilles, on my way to 
Calhoun County and spent the evening with him. He is one 
of  the candid, pious, honest men of  the country, with whom 
I feel some congeniality. I need not say I spent the time pleas-
antly. It is refreshing in these times to meet a sincere, conser-
vative, honest man.

Monday 30: I went in to Hampton today. Court was held 
by Judge Green and proceeded quietly.
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Tuesday 1: Now comes Autumn, the only pleasant season we 
have, of  latter years in the climate, sun very warm today. 

Wednesday 2: Court progressing. I have been so long more or 
less in Courts that it is pleasant to me to attend a Court, when I 
am not pressed with very responsible business. Where I can ex-
amine the law and the papers at my ease, and go through the 
cases without hurry or confusion, and my domestic afflictions 
are so heavy on me that some diversion of  my mind, and some-
thing to excite activity of  thought tends to revive me, and re-
leaves and elevates my spirits. 

Thursday 3: After getting through with the business I had in 
Court I rode out to Mr. Hunts in the evening and spent the 
night socially and pleasantly.

Friday 4: I started home and came around by Mr. Barnums on 
the Pine Bluff  road and reached home in the evening, finding all 
in usual health except that Susan’s attack of  hysteria has been 
aggravated and she is in a deplorable state of  despondency and 
obstinate resistance to all advice, action, or effort at remedy.

HUGH JOINED THE CHURCH

❖ “This evening agreeably to previous appointment, there 
was a Baptist Church meeting at my house, partly at 
the request of  Hugh.  He joined the church. I was 
pleased that he felt so inclined and especially as it was 
prompted by no interested motive among men, nor was 
it precipitated by the excitement or alarm of  a 
particular occasion or bedlam of  Human passions in a 
crowded altar. I hope he is a fit subject and that the 
cause of  Christ will continue uppermost in his feelings 
and his hopes thro life.”
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Saturday 5: I spent the day as usual doing some little busi-
ness in the office.

Sunday 6: As usual. My own health is unusually good, if  I 
but had anything to animate me, lighten the prospects of  
health of  my family, or in the future of  my country. These 
things press me down, notwithstanding all my resignation. 
Human weakness is not sufficient to be lively and social 
amidst such multiplied discouragements, indeed it would 
seem to be trifling with providence not to feel and to heed 
such calamities.

Monday 7: As usual. We are not succeeding in getting Su-
san to take medicine, and she is no better.

Tuesday 8: In like manner.

Wednesday 9: The weather is still dry but cool at night. 
Health not good. The river is lower and the ground as dry as 
it was in the extreme drought of  the summer.

Thursday 10: I am not so well, threatened with chills, etc.

Friday 11: Had a dull chill with cold feet and feel very 
badly. Thom complaining too and lying up. We all seem to 
be wearing out.

Saturday 12: I was quite sick and taking medicine.  Susan 
no better.

Sunday 13: I was sick and as usual had fever, my head off  
its balance.

Monday 14: Still quite sick. My feet cold all the time.

Tuesday 15: My medicine has operated but does not relieve 
me.

Wednesday 16: Had a severe night of  it. Dr. Pace called in. 
Fortunately Clara is in better health than she has been during 
the year & Margt. and children with us and Henry came 
home with her in good health. I would be so happy if  all 
were well. Hugh and Julia are preparing to move into their 
new house. Hugh's health no better, spits up blood from his 
lungs occasionally.

Thursday 17: I am some little better but sick still.

Friday 18: My fever is I think broken but I am confined to 
bed. This evening agreeably to previous appointment, there 
was a Baptist Church meeting at my house, partly at the re-
quest of  Hugh.  He joined the church. I was pleased that he 
felt so inclined and especially as it was prompted by no inter-
ested motive among men, nor was it precipitated by the ex-
citement or alarm of  a particular occasion or bedlam of  Hu-
man passions in a crowded altar. I hope he is a fit subject and 
that the cause of  Christ will continue uppermost in his feel-
ings and his hopes thro life.

Saturday 19: I am improving. Susan is not and her strange 
condition has aggravated my own sickness.  She will do noth-
ing nor take advice for her relief.  Her reason seems to have 
lost its way and her obstinacy to have overcome all her kind 
feelings.  She has no fever, seldom eats or drinks, does not 
move if  she can help it.  Still has a good pulse most of  the 
time.  Her bowels do not move at all without the power of  
the most efficient cathartics.  Gloomy! Gloomy! Gloomy!
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Sunday 20: Hugh was immersed today by Mr. Freeman.

Monday 21: I walked about some today. I am as usual in 
such cases (slightly) salivated.

Tuesday 22: The Methodist annual conference is coming 
on here, considerable preparations. We are about as usual. 
Weather fine, frosty.

Wednesday 23: FROST. This is the first killing frost tonight 
and only kills the more tender vegetables, scarce any freeze.

Thursday 24: Hugh and Julia move today to their own habi-
tation. They have an excellent house and fine prospects for 
happiness, could he but have health to enjoy it. Hugh is how-
ever most fortunate in having such a help mate in his discour-
aging state of  health. She is affectionate, pious, prudent, an-
ticipating his every wish and comfort. Old man Stone, her fa-
ther also deals kindly and liberally towards them and lives 
with them. So I consider my fourth child provided for. If  his 
health had continued good I could have given him a respect-
able start in the business of  his profession, almost at once, 
and his qualifications both as a lawyer and as a man were 
such as would have sustained high standing. But Alas! how fu-
tile are all human calculations. The hale, well formed, active 
and hardy youth, in whom I had high hopes of  a distin-
guished success at the Bar and whose education and training 
I had struggled so perseveringly, with a large dependent fam-
ily of  other children is now a prey to pulmonary diseases ema-
ciated and feeble, barely able with care to attend to the little 
concerns at home, and his hopes blighted at every point by 
the approach of  premature death.

Friday 25: I walked down to the office today but did not at-
tempt business. Margaret’s health is very delicate and today 
failed her so that she had to take her bed. We have a time of  
it. She is so pure in sentiment, so sensible and so good and pa-
tient that it strikes on the tenderest fibers of  my heart strings 
to see her suffer. Her little ones and our own are however in 
good health for which we should be thankful. They keep up a 
noise, and action of  childish amusements, little thinking of  
the anguish of  those hearts that are wounded by the misfor-
tunes of  their family who were once as cheerful and happy as 
they.

Saturday 26: I do not feel so well, had some fever again 
and likely to have another spell. Margaret or Susan no better.

Sunday 27: I have fever, confined to my bed. Margt. worse. 
Weather still very dry but we had a killing frost. I am much 
depressed as well as sick. Fortunately Clara's health bears up 
better than usual. She has a time of  it with us all. Susan’s dis-
ease continues and increases on her.  A prevailing resolution 
with her is not to eat, drink, or take any remedy.  Her system 
is perfectly ________ and she admits no pain.

Monday 28: In like manner. The sick worse, a gloomy state 
of  things. Henry went down to take care of  things at Mr. C’s 
until he gets home from Court, this was the time for Marg. to 
return but she is wholly unable.

Tuesday 29: As on yesterday.  Susan’s condition most dis-
tressing.
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Wednesday 30: I an suffering severely, and had to call in 
Dr. Pace. We have the additional misfortune in our sufferings 
of  the absence of  Dr. McElrath in whose skill we have confi-
dence. Are afraid of  new and inexperienced hands and my 
head not in a situation to do what good I could if  I were well.

Thursday 31: Margt. some better. I am still ill and Susan 
no better except that once in three days she gets up and takes 
some food and talks sensibly then takes to her bed weaker 
than she was each spell.  Her bowels not acting at all without 
strong medicines and it is not often that we can get her to 
take it.
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Friday 1: Margaret improving slowly and I think my fever is 
broken again but I am exceedingly weak and still in bed.

Saturday 2: Some better. We have had the Methodist confer-
ence on hand, an occasion of  much interest to many of  our citi-
zens. We have not been situated so as to participate in it in any 
way. Hardly to know that it was going on.

Sunday 3: I got up a little today. Margt. improving. Mr. C. 
came up for her and the children.

Monday 4: I walked about some today. We are building a ne-
gro cabin in the yard to take the place of  the old one, which 
stands on the lot I let Hugh have. This causes me some expense 
and inconvenience which I disliked to go into this winter but 
could not well avoid it in settling Hugh. I wish to gratify him as 
much as I can for I fear he will not be long with us. His lungs 
are seriously affected and little hopes of  his recovery although 
he is still riding occasionally and stirring about but greatly re-
duced in flesh and strength.

CUBA 1861

❖ “...took more quinine than I ever took at one time, with 
some morphine. Roamed in the regions of  fancy all 
night. Did not suffer pain nor did I sleep. I was 
forming a Government, filling the offices with good 
men from the United States as it formerly was to the 
exclusion of  demagogues and enforcing salutary laws 
all night and have thought since how much of  an 
improvement I had made. I had the Island of  Cuba 
for the country. “
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Tuesday 5: Margaret and family left us and I think relieved 
of  her sickness but so weak that I was afraid of  the trip. I am 
very slowly improving. 

Wednesday 6: I walked down street and returned fatigued. 
We are digging our sweet potatoes. Have made I suppose 
enough to do us until Christmas.

Thursday 7: Walked to the office, attempted no regular 
business. Weak in body and very low down in spirits, thinking 
more of  the future than of  the present.

Friday 8: In like manner.

Saturday 9: In like manner. The news from the War is not 
encouraging. Nothing decisive has been done but our Gener-
als are certainly at bay, and the thing is daily becoming more 
serious. The immense advantage which a powerful Navy and 
complete outfit of  arms and munitions of  War give the en-
emy has never until now been sufficiently considered. There 
was too much swaggering and braggadocio in the South, and 
altho the soldiers fight bravely, they are not provided and pre-
pared with half  the number of  fighting men, and are poorly 
armed to meet such a foe. The only thing that can save us is 
dissentions among them.

Sunday 10: I went with my three little children to the Pres-
byterian Sunday school and assisted in conducting the 
school. I think much on the World to come and see but little 
here to cause us to desire to remain in it. Our happy Govern-
ment is destroyed by the Ambition of  bad men, thro the in-
strumentality of  party. We have neither permanent security 

of  life nor prospects nor property and the very principles on 
which the late, almost perfect Government has been dis-
solved, lead to disunion whenever partisans ambitions and 
reckless are hard pressed to sustain themselves and it would 
take almost a depopulating war to destroy out and thor-
oughly put down the cry of  "Democracy" which has de-
stroyed this great and happy nation.

Monday 11: I am not so well as I had hoped to be by this 
time.

Tuesday 12: I have fever again and a relapse of  the disease. 
Not able yet to attend to business but very little.

Wednesday 13: Have to take strong medicine again.

Thursday 14: Still sick. Susan a little worse at times.  
Weather unusually fine but little rain yet.

Friday 15: Still sick. Have no regular chills but regular fever.

Saturday 16: Still sick and taking medicine.

Sunday 17: As before - fever checked but not able to be out.

Monday 18: As before. Susan doing some better.  The other 
members of  the family quite well. Hugh is also better than he 
was for a time, Doubtful whether it is a permanent improve-
ment.

Tuesday 19: My disease seems to have given way - quite 
weak.

Wednesday 20: As usual. I regret to be losing the fine fall 
season which is my favorite season of  a year and has been 
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more mild thus far than usual. We have had no killing frost 
until now.

Thursday 21: I have been attending a little to business in 
the office generally going down every day for three or four 
hours.

Friday 22: Breakfast as usual and went to the office. Was 
taken suddenly with cholera morbus. Went to the house and 
had a hard day of  it.

Saturday 23: Better today. Went to the office and attended 
to business.

Sunday 24: Had another regular return of  the disease - had 
a bad day & night of  it.

Monday 25: Better today but quite feeble and feeling badly 
all days. Made preparations today to stop the recurrence of  
paroxism tomorrow morning, took more quinine than I ever 
took at one time, with some morphine. Roamed in the re-
gions of  fancy all night. Did not suffer pain nor did I sleep. I 
was forming a Government, filling the offices with good men 
from the United States as it formerly was to the exclusion of  
demagogues and enforcing salutary laws all night and have 
thought since how much of  an improvement I had made. I 
had the Island of  Cuba for the country. 

Tuesday 26: Another distressing day. Suffered much 
through the night. 

Wednesday 27: More quiet but not able to be up. 

Thursday 28:  Almost escaped the paroxism but felt very 
restless all the time.

Friday 29: Some better, kept very close and had a better 
night.

Saturday 30: Improving quite slowly, mouth quite sore.
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Sunday 1:  A kind providence has permitted me to live to see 
another Birthday. Altho on a bed of  sickness and have had 
heavy family afflictions and bad health myself, I still feel thank-
ful that my lot is not worse. I have lived to see the downfall of  
my country, the ravages of  Civil War, the overthrow of  a once 
favorite principle with me, that mankind were capable of  self  
Government. To see the promise of  my dear children measura-
bly destroyed and feel that old age was making its inroads upon 
myself, and find that this world is not what I took it for in my 
young days. I reflected upon all these things and tryed to say 
from the bottom of  my heart "Thy will be done, not mine" and 
having brought my mind to this, turned over to quiet and re-
freshing rest and had a good nights sleep.

Monday 2: I was able to set up and walk about a little.

Tuesday 3: As usual. Quite weak, but hope the disease is bro-
ken up.

Wednesday 4: Slowly improving. I walk about a little, get as 
far as the house of  Hugh and Ann and indeed under all our af-
flictions I have had great support from my family endearments, 

CALM BEFORE THE STORM

❖ “Things quiet in town and country. A strange War. 
Immense armies at different points. An immense Navy 
on the part of  the United States, both sides lying 
comparatively supine. Nothing but occasional 
skirmishes. The U. S. at an acknowledged expense of  
one and one half  millions per day and the Confederate 
Gov't at about one million. Goods are becoming very 
scarce and high. The population of  this town moving 
out and preparing to go to little farms, say near one 
half. No cotton moving to market and very little money 
in the country.”
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and the affectionate attention of  my dear companion and 
our children. Clara has been favored with better health this 
fall and winter than for some time previous, and I am now 
buoyed up with the hope that her health has taken a favor-
able turn, which may allow her to enjoy life and continue her 
usefulness to her family for years to come.

Thursday 5: As usual. Cold, pretty dry weather. 

Friday 6: As usual. I have appetite but gain strength very 
slowly. 

Saturday 7: Bought some meat for bacon at 9¢ and all are 
enjoying the scraps.

Sunday 8: I am getting better but my mouth still troubles 
me.

Monday 9: As usual. Things quiet in town and country. A 
strange War. Immense armies at different points. An im-
mense Navy on the part of  the United States, both sides lying 
comparatively supine. Nothing but occasional skirmishes. 
The U. S. at an acknowledged expense of  one and one half  
millions per day and the Confederate Gov't at about one mil-
lion. Goods are becoming very scarce and high. The popula-
tion of  this town moving out and preparing to go to little 
farms, say near one half. No cotton moving to market and 
very little money in the country. Gold at the premium of  35 
to 40 over the Confederate Treasury notes or N.O. bank pa-
pers. A very bad omen if  it should so continue. Arkansas is 
perhaps less harassed with the War than any other State, be-
ing of  too little importance to attract great efforts against us, 

but we are growing poorer every day and involved in public 
debt. I am trying to get in supplies of  all the most necessary 
articles for the next year and am obliged to draw from my 
business to do so, as I cannot collect any thing that is due me. 
The operation of  the law being stopped, few will pay.

Tuesday 10: I am now attending to some business in the of-
fice tho there is little to do except to renew the acceptances 
for money and add in the discount. We have too much 
money out for such a time in things and it will be long before 
we will get it in I fear.

Wednesday 11: As usual. I am living easy and trying to re-
gain my strength. Weather very mild, in fact too warm for 
comfort. No rain yet except a slight shower about once a 
month.

Thursday 12: As usual. I am trying to rent a small place to 
let Henry try his hand in a little farming operation with old 
Edmund & Polly and one or two of  the better boys. His 
health is very good now and he is afraid to engage in any-
thing confining. Labor, moderate, and the activity necessary 
on a farm will be most likely to confirm his constitution and 
health.

Friday 13: Nothing occurring of  particular interest. Some 
jawing among aspirants for the different offices in the new 
Regiment in which some of  our citizens take an interest but, 
which I have not entered into nor have any concern. The war 
seems on both sides to be at a standstill, in every respect ex-
cept the scuffle for office, and emoluments. It is evident that 
there is less order in the War Spirit than there was six months 

484



ago among the masses of  the people wherever they are out of  
immediate danger and jealousy, and unscrupulous efforts to 
obtain office, among the ambitious are much more promi-
nent features of  the day than any movement towards fighting 
the battles of  the country. These things necessarily cast a 
damp upon the order of  those who volunteered for the mere 
purpose of  defending the country.

Saturday 14: As usual. My health and that of  all seems to 
be improving. I am however under the necessity of  taking 
stimulants to get me up.

Sunday 15: As usual. We are gratified to learn that Margts. 
large family are all well.

Monday 16: In like manner. I have been working as I was 
able on a report of  the Northern claims we have for collec-
tion, which are directed to be returned to the Receiver for 
the Eastern District. We have $33,000 or $35,000 to be con-
fiscated to the South.

Tuesday 17: Went to church for the 1st time for some time 
on account of  ill health.

Wednesday 18: As usual. Weather continues fine, no rise in 
the river yet to promise navigation.

Thursday 19: Weather for the most of  the time warm 
enough to be gardening, everything in the gardens green. I 
am striving to get a supply of  necessaries for the year laid in. 
We have but little prospect of  the Blockade being removed 
shortly and there will be scarce times. The country however, 
are preparing fast as they can to make all things necessary at 

home. I have procured my supply of  flour at 4¢, some corn at 
55¢ to 75¢ and pork 9¢.

Friday 20: As usual. We have some animation, as well as 
some inconvenience from the soldiers collecting here to form 
a regiment. The great effort and object seems to be to get the 
offices. Patriotism I fear is a secondary matter, office the pri-
mary object in the army, and this is becoming the more so 
since the War has measurably come to a stand.

Saturday 21: As usual. I do not confine myself  very strictly 
to business. We are getting our firewood up for the winter, I 
bought a waggon in the fall. Hugh puts in a mule of  Mr. 
Stone’s and I furnish the other and Willis drives. We do our 
own halling and some for others. A great saving. Steven cuts 
the wood on my land 1 1/4 miles from here.

Sunday 22: I went to Pres. Church as usual. A cloudy damp 
but warm morning, heard the sermon in comfort. Mr. Rouns-
ville and family dined with us.

Monday 23: I had severe pains yesterday and was very sick 
all day today, confined to my bed, fever and excessive thirst.

Tuesday 24: As on yesterday until evening, felt better, free 
from fever.

WEDNESDAY 25: CHRISTMAS has again rolled around 
on the circle of  time and this time finds me weak and re-
duced by a succession of  attacks of  fever, now for 3 months, 
of  no particular grade or class of  fever but originating from 
improper action of  the liver, so I am much worsted. The state 
of  the times have shown their mark in the movements of  this 
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day very distinctly. We hear no guns, but little noise of  any 
kind. The streets comparatively vacant. Liquors scarce and 
costly. Money scarce and credit equally so. The cash system 
being introduced, chances for stealing not first rate, as so 
many have taken the woods for that purpose, competition is 
great in the cow and hog range. My family dined at Hugh's 
today, all together  and I got out of  bed and went up and ate 
a part of  the Duck which graced the foot of  the table, re-
turned home in the evening and digested my dinner without 
hurt, and feeling better.

Thursday 26: The family all dined at Mr. Bracy’s, partak-
ing of  a good dinner and amidst the utmost unity of  kind feel-
ings. Hugh has seemed to improve some for some time and I 
am the only one on the sick list at present from ordinary dis-
ease. Susan has for some time been improving but exhibits 
some of  her hysterical oddities yet. A little before the dinner 
hour, I made my way over to Mr. B.’s and helped to dispose 
of  the turkey etc. and returned in the evening still doing well 
but very weak.

Friday 27: All dined with us today and I partook of  a por-
tion of  the Duck not indulging in any of  the nicnacks. So we 
have passed our time with the utmost social and kind feelings 
among ourselves all real - all sincere - all simple and natural - 
Had but one or two beyond our family at each place, and 
they such as we felt towards as family friends not formal visi-
tors or guests. One important niche in the temple of  our hap-
piness was however unoccupied - Margaret and her family 
were wanting. But for this we were as happy as the state of  

health among us and circumstances of  our ruined country 
could permit. But withal I feel profound gratitude to the 
author of  all good that it is as well with us as it is and would 
fain hope that present evils may be brought to result in future 
good to us.

Saturday 28:  Our hired servants are in upon us, and we 
have a Jubilee among them which it requires some bread and 
meat to support, but happily we have it for them. The fami-
lies of  our city are and and have been giving parties and din-
ing all the week and seem to be passing their time so as to evi-
dence sociality and appearances at least. The truth is notwith-
standing, many privations already upon us by the war, that 
we are as yet a favored people. Favored by being out of  the 
track of  the Tornado and perhaps our backwoods position 
may keep us out of  its range.

Sunday 29: I remained at home and begin to feel tolerably 
well, except weakness. I took no medicine the last spell and 
hope with care to keep up this time.

Monday 30: As usual. I walked to the office today but did 
not attempt business.

Tuesday 31: In like manner. My sickness this winter has set 
me back in various matters, settlements of  business, and ar-
rangements which I desired to attend to.
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Chapter 11

The Civil War dominates John Brown’s life in 1862. 

Duyckinck’s three volume history of  the war provides 

valuable, in-depth, contemporary accounts, drawn from 

official documents and first-hand narratives, of  the war 

years. The illustrations by Alonzo Chappel provide a 

backdrop to John Brown’s personal history. This set has 

been passed down through the generations and some of  

the illustrations are included to put the narrative in 

context. 
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Wednesday 1:  A new year begins its rounds. The old, with its 
events, not their consequences, has ended, and I might well say, 
events of  the greatest importance to the race of  man which have 
transpired since the Christian Era. As to their termination or fi-
nal consequences, I will not here enter a prophecy. I do set 
down one result will be the demonstration of  the principles that 
the idea of  the self  Government of  a people by their own popu-
lar will is fanciful, not practical. That mankind are so consti-
tuted that power is necessary from above their own immediate 
whims to restrain them from self  destruction.

Thursday 2: I am making preparations to get Henry out on a 
little farm which he desires, with the hope of  confirming or sav-
ing his health. He has been threatened with the disease of  his 
brothers and perhaps active life and labor may prevent its being 
developed. I have put such of  the hands as are not hired out on 
80 acres a mile out to fix up for him. He is attending to it and 
the calculation is that with Edmund and Polly and one or two of  
of  the chaps after the place is enclosed and fixed up he can 
make corn, peas, potatoes, stock of  poultry enough to pay him 
and me for the labor and the outlay. His education I regret will 

BATTLE OF MILL SPRINGS

❖ The Battle of  Mill Springs was fought in Wayne and 
Pulaski counties, near current Nancy, Kentucky, on 
January 19, 1862. It concluded an early Confederate 
offensive campaign in eastern Kentucky. While 
considered a small battle in comparison to many that 
followed in the Civil War, the battle at Mill Springs 
was the second largest in Kentucky—only Perryville 
had higher casualties. It was also the first significant 
Union victory of  the war, much celebrated in the 
popular press, but was soon eclipsed by Ulysses S. 
Grant's victories at Forts Henry and Donelson.
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suffer, but if  he can build up a constitution by the course it is 
preferable to all else. He is now large of  his age, looks as tho 
he would be a stout hale man if  he avoids disease of  the 
lungs.

Friday 3: The weather throughout the Christmas and in-
deed the whole winter has been warm but rarely any frost, a 
strange winter and no rain except an occasional little shower, 
producing but little effect, no navigation of  course.

Saturday 4: As usual. My health is better and I am attend-
ing a little to business but not confirmed in health. The 
weather is so relaxing I cant get my strength.

Sunday 5: I went to church and spent the day with the fam-
ily.

Monday 6: We have quite a freeze and many are killing 
meat.

Tuesday 7: As usual. Everything in the shape of  money is 
disappearing. Gold 35 to 40 percent over the best currency, 
even the N. Orleans banks and Government Treasury notes. 
This state of  things cannot last. The War Bonds of  Arkansas 
as they are called is almost the only circulation. Every little 
improvement and farm in the country around us is being put 
in cultivation to raise necessaries. Would not be surprised if  
provisions should be more plentiful next season than they 
have ever been in the country. Very little cotton will be 
planted.

Wednesday 8: As usual. A great change however in the ob-
servation of  the day. No one would have known from any 

public demonstration that this ever had been one of  the 
memorable days of  our history. Indeed but few thought or 
spoke of  it. As for myself, I altho I rejoiced at the success of  
our arms, I then foresaw the evils which were likely to result 
from the domination of  a military chieftain in civil life.

Thursday 9: As usual. We have had freezing weather for 
two days but neither snow nor rain. A great trouble about cur-
ing meat for bacon.

Friday 10: I spent the day as usual. I am laboring to get the 
paper due our office renewed. We get very little money, and 
the only profits are the discounts on the acceptances.

Saturday 11: In like manner. I am taking some interest in 
Henry's improvements and think the arrangement will be a 
judicious one, and not unprofitable.

Sunday 12: Went to church and spent the day in solemn 
meditation and reflection. I see such universal chicanery and 
unfaithfulness among men and such flagrant violations of  
duty and professions so little regard for promises and obliga-
tions, in a word such a perversion of  the moral obligations 
that I desire to have just as little to do with the great majority 
of  my fellow men as possible.

Monday 13: As usual. Weather too cold for comfort. After 
summer heat.

Tuesday 14: Likewise. I am gaining strength and got 
through the last change of  weather without much misery. 
Hugh's health seems about the same. We are altogether in 
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better health than we have been all winter just at this time. 
The negroes are all strong.

Wednesday 15: The war is progressing very slowly. Great 
preparations, unprecedented expenses, and nothing decisive. 
The North is still drawing closer upon us the Chordon by 
land & sea. England has done nothing towards removing the 
blockade as yet.

Thursday 16: I am spending my time partly at the office 
and partly out at Henry's little improvement. The latter 
serves as a diversion for me and the walk out one mile and 
back, besides moving about on the place while there. I have 
to plan and superintend. H. has no experience in that way. -- 
Scarcely any Exchange offering or required. (Hugh’s child 
born.)

Friday 17: In like manner. We have some three days of  cold 
weather this week but it has suddenly turned warm again. 
Great difficulty this season about saving meats.

Saturday 18:  As usual. But little doing - I cannot collect 
any money, not even to buy my meat and bread. Money very 
scarce and the stay laws place it in the power of  those who 
have it to sit at defiance their creditors.

Sunday 19: I spent the day as usual.

Monday 20: As usual. I am settling off  all accounts. I have 
to borrow from our business most of  the money. But I am re-
solved not to owe any debts. I have been trying for the last 
year to pay as I go but it is hard to avoid making some ac-

counts with the dry goods stores. I am paying off  most of  
Hugh’s accounts which add something to my own.

Tuesday 21: In like manner. My health is much improved 
tho I feel the effects of  age.

Wednesday 22: Weather warm and the trees budding out. 
The bees busy and the air more like the last of  March than 
January.

Thursday 23: As usual. I have great trouble in obtaining 
even the discounts of  renewal of  the paper due our business. 
The War forms an excuse and the stay laws afford the privi-
lege of  acting dishonestly and it is surprizing how small a por-
tion of  the people regard honesty when a pretext can be 
found for dishonesty. Few those are who act honestly for the 
sake of  honesty. In other words from principle.

Friday 24: Nothing striking. We are blessed with enough of  
the necessaries of  life, and plenty of  wood for fires altho we 
are a good deal limited in our living by the scarcity of  many 
things we have obtained abundantly heretofore. Coffee is one 
article we have been using but once a day and moderately at 
that.

Saturday 25: As usual. My main efforts are now directed to 
closing up and keeping secure what I have already rather 
than attempting to gain by any enterprize. My houses are un-
tenanted so far this year, except one office which is rented at 
a low rate. I have only hired two women yet at some reduc-
tion of  price and two chaps at a low rate to Mr. Bracy.
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Sunday 26: Weather warm, damp and unseasonable, no 
navigation, everything dull and gloomy. I have for last two 
weeks been concerned about my two late Grand Children - 
Hugh's and Ann's. The former is premature and only 
weighed 4 lbs. The latter a fine child and now both doing 
well as also their mothers. I have now 6 grand children, all 
daughters. It is a crisis in a womans life which I always look 
to with some apprehensions.

Monday 27: Spent the afternoon at the office busy and the 
evening out at the improvement and returned late in the eve-
ning with a good appetite and my mind refreshed.

Tuesday 28: As on yesterday. I have put all the negroes to 
work out there except Willis which are not hired out for the 
year. Willis jobs it at 75¢ a day when needed. I had rather 
have them employed in that way than put them at unsuitable 
places at low rates.

Wednesday 29: As usual, varied by Henry having chills 
again. He seems fated in that way.

Thursday 30: In like manner. There is but little progress 
and nothing decisive in the War.

Friday 31: Hugh's child is doing well and beginning to 
grow. His health is no better, but about as usual.
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Saturday 1: The preceding month has been quite warm and 
entirely dry except a little shower or two.

Sunday 2: Spent the day at home, reading writing, etc. I have a 
reluctance to going into company. All thoughts and acts are de-
cidedly grave and rather dull. Susan has improved so far as to 
give us hope of  her recovery.  Although her courses have par-
tially returned upon her, she is still solitary and inconsistent.

Monday 3: As usual. Laboring to get renewals of  the accep-
tances due and to collect some money which is a slow business. 
Also settling up my accounts and procuring supplies for the year.

Tuesday 4: As usual. There is a degree of  demoralization dis-
playing itself  among the people about their contracts, debts and 
promises which render it very disagreeable to do business, and 
what makes it more so that since the stay laws many are showing 
themselves dishonest which have heretofore been favorably 
looked upon. The War and the stay law and hard times, have 
suddenly done wonders on the moral sense of  our people. Any 
excuse for failing to comply with obligations. Oh! for a spark of  
old time Honesty in our city and country.

“MUSIC OF THE BIRDS”

❖ “It affords me relief  to get out to a retired situation 
where the music of  the birds yea even the creaking of  
the frogs and the hooting of  the owls are harmonious 
and cheerful compared with the wild passions and 
jarring views and actions of  those we are forced to call 
our brethren, of  our own race and extraction. I 
however feel highly thankful that so far our particular 
corner of  the great amphitheatre of  the Civil War is 
yet blessed with domestic peace and enough of  the 
substantial comfort of  life for support.”
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Wednesday 5:  Busy as usual. Nothing encouraging from 
the army, a degree of  stillness.

Thursday 6: We have all enjoyed pretty good health for a 
little season. River still very low.

Friday 7: As usual. My favorite mule has become diseased. 
We were doing a good deal with the waggon untill she failed. 
Our work goes on slowly at Henry's place. Edmund and Polly 
have moved out there and Henry will go as soon as the house 
is better fixed.

Saturday 8: All the news lately from the army is unfavor-
able. Southern boasted chivalry does not seem to avail. 
There was more vain empty braggadocia than real spunk. 
The Northerners are outmanouvering them at every point, 
and gaining advantages. Speculation and political manouver-
ing abound too much in the South. Appointments are made 
according to the democratic rule, more with a view to party 
associations than merit. This brought on the War and this is 
defeating its objects.

Sunday 9: I spent the day looking into the papers, reading 
of  defeats and considering their cause, consequences, etc. 
The immense power of  the North particularly at sea is being 
brought to bear on us. Prospects are dark ahead.  My predic-
tions are likely to be realized. Taxes and privations are con-
suming the people at home and sickness and the enemy those 
in the army. We want a Napoleon for about a month at the 
head of  our army.

Monday 10: Henry is having chills again. Thom is suffering 
with rheumatism and our mule is unable to work in the wag-
gon. So our work goes on slowly. Weather cold and wet. We 
have had rain and the river is rising slowly.

Tuesday 11: Two boats at the landing. Our people are ship-
ping off  large lots of  whisky and some peas and bagging and 
rope, to get the money. We can well spare the former. The lat-
ter is depressing our planters of  an article which they need 
but have not the money to buy. The credit system is almost 
abandoned, one reform the War has made if  it would only be 
kept up. And here I may remark that too great an extension 
of  credit has had much to do in lowering the standard of  
morals in all the cotton region and especially in our midst.

Wednesday 12: The morning at the office very busy. The 
evening walked out to superintend at Henry’s and Henry has 
the chills again. News from the army worse and worse.

Thursday 13: In like manner.  Henry is better and all are 
tolerably well. The exercise I take in walking out a mile and 
back and stirring about there two or three hours, helps me 
both bodily and mentally. I need diversion of  mind as well as 
action of  the body. I feel the effects of  age more than I have 
ever done and family afflictions, with the loss of  hopes for the 
safety of  the country united to bear me down. I consider all 
hopes of  stable government gone even if  we should succeed 
in bringing the United States to terms.

Friday 14: I spent the day as usual.
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Saturday 15: We have quite a stir again by the raising of  
troops, another call for the Northern border of  our state.

Sunday 16: As usual on this day. I feel glad when Sunday 
comes, altho I do not spend the day as devoutly as I should 
do. I enjoy the opportunity of  reading and reflection it af-
fords.

Monday 17: Henry still has chills about every fortnight. Too 
much of  the management and personal attention to his place 
falls on me. We are getting some fifty acres or more enclosed 
and will, I take it, be able to put in 20 acres. We will plant it, 
sow, but we know not who may reap. The Federals are daily 
pushing our armies nearer to the wall. Our generals seem to 
be backing all the time. Their alledged strategy is too deep 
for my comprehension.

Tuesday 18: Our health is a little better than it was, espe-
cially Susan.  She is much better and gives reason for hoping 
for her entire recovery.  Although she has some willful fancies 
yet, she has excellent general health -- does not go into soci-
ety -- seems to dread coming into contact with even her inti-
mate acquaintances.  The cause of  her disease is giving way 
and we think with care will entirely disappear.  How far the 
effect on her turn of  mind and habits -- peculiar, solitary, and 
even selfish habits -- may continue is impossible to 
conjecture.  I have serious fears that her social feelings will 
never overcome the impression of  the disease.  Her natural 
courses, I understand, have nearly resumed their proper du-
ties.

Wednesday 19: Very little of  interest going on in the city. 
The agriculture operations of  the country are being pressed 
with industry and energy. The state of  the times advises us to 
the course of  life which nature seems to have intended for 
our happiness. The agricultural and pastoral united. The 
blockade of  the enemy cuts off  most foreign productions and 
we must provide for ourselves which is so far a reform.

Thursday 20: News from the war still more discouraging. 
Our leaders seem to be wholly incompetent for the crisis. In-
deed they are overpowered and have trusted too much to 
their own sanguine imaginations, stimulated by ambitions for 
place and official dignities. They never seemed to have 
looked at the realities of  their undertaking, so effectually 
were they blinded by ambition and passions. Nothing short 
of  a miracle can now prevent the South from being overrun.

Friday 21: The same dull, and almost aimless sort of  exis-
tence which has imperceptibly come upon us is increasing. 
Nothing we can do profits us further than to get the means of  
a homely living. The great principle which usually buoys us 
up under adversity HOPE does but little for us. If  we steer 
clear of  Scylla it is but to be submerged in Charybdis. If  we 
are subjugated, our own and our childrens prospects are de-
stroyed. If  we succeed in cutting loose from the old Govern-
ment we are beggared with expenses, taxes, etc. and still to 
live under the worst tyranny known to modern times in a 
Christian land, that of  an “Irresponsible Democracy” lead 
and ruled by designing cliques of  corrupt men without any 
care for the good of  the country, who govern the masses by 
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deception and demagogue action at whose beckon honest 
merit and pure patriotism must hide their heads. But one 
thing seems certain and that is “We are all ruined” even if  we 
chance to escape with our lives.

Saturday 22: As usual. Nothing encouraging in our affairs 
public or private.

Sunday 23: As usual. Serious, contemplative and inactive, 
bodily and mentally. The usual stimulus to activity has 
ceased. All is almost hopeless uncertainty aggravated by sus-
pense.

Monday 24: Bad news from our armies. Incapacity by those 
at the head of  things daily more evident, especially in the ad-
ministration and highest command. The soldiers fight well 
when they have a chance.

Tuesday 25: I am spending nearly half  my time in attention 
to Henry's little improvement and preparation for a little 
crop. It seems as employment and diversion to my mind. 
Henry's health too is not sufficient to give the necessary atten-
tion to it, nor is his experience. He has chills, nearly every 
week. It affords me relief  to get out to a retired situation 
where the music of  the birds yea even the creaking of  the 
frogs and the hooting of  the owls are harmonious and cheer-
ful compared with the wild passions and jarring views and ac-
tions of  those we are forced to call our brethren, of  our own 
race and extraction. I however feel highly thankful that so far 
our particular corner of  the great amphitheatre of  the Civil 
War is yet blessed with domestic peace and enough of  the 
substantial comfort of  life for support.

Wednesday 26: As usual, eagerly watching the mails. Only 
to hear bad news. The enemy drawing tighter the cords 
around us and we giving ground and yielding point after 
point almost without a struggle. Truly Southern vanity is fast 
being set down and Southern boasting suffering practical re-
bukes.

Thursday 27: In like manner. We have had cold weather 
and the season is backward.

Friday 28: Also. River still low and the weather dry. But lit-
tle doing in town. The country active in planting and prepar-
ing for the means of  sustenance but little cotton will be 
planted. There is at least double the quantity of  small grain 
and most of  the balance will be corn. The blockade and our 
necessities drive us to this. One reform is taking place. Home 
manufacturers. The wheel and the loom have in many cases 
already taken the place of  the card table and the toilette.
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Saturday 1: Weather pleasant and still dry for the season.

Sunday 2: As usual on this day. Attended preaching. Our pul-
pits are becoming a little more sober, strange language but true. 
The prayers of  the Clergy are becoming a little more temperate 
in their demands and sound a little more like the spirit of  Chris-
tianity. Passions and revenge, fanaticism and wild enthusiasm 
are the subject of  the war, in many instances have dethroned the 
peaceful spirit of  the "gospel of  peace" and usurped the sacred 
stands.

Monday 3: Daily pursuits in the ordinary way. I continue to be 
blessed with tolerable and improving health. The family are all 
improved except Henry and he is only troubled with chills.

Tuesday 4: We are gardening now and vegetation begins to 
spring a little.

Wednesday 5: A considerable trade is going on now in sugar 
and molasses, on orders to N. Orleans. Those are the principle 
articles we get from abroad. I have got my supply for the year 4 
bbls molasses and a hogshead of  sugar for self, Hugh & Bracy.

BATTLE OF THE IRONCLADS

❖ The Battle of  Hampton Roads, often referred to as 
either the Battle of  the Monitor and Merrimack, was  
arguably the most important naval battle of  the 
American Civil War from the standpoint of  the 
development of  navies. It was fought March 8–9, 
1862, in Hampton Roads, a roadstead in Virginia. 
The battle was a part of  the effort of  the Confederacy 
to break the Union blockade, which had cut off  
Virginia's largest cities, Norfolk and Richmond, from 
international trade.
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Thursday 6: Nothing worth noting.

Friday 7: More and more bad news. If  the South manages 
as they have for the last 4 months the country will be overrun 
beyond a doubt and the advantage which they have permit-
ted the enemy to obtain already will be hard, very hard, to re-
cover. The enemy are having it nearly all their own way.

Saturday 8: In like manner. I endeavor to take all things 
easy. I expected nothing but earthly ruin from the first as the 
fruits of  this War, and it is coming very much as I predicted. I 
did however expect a more desperate resistance than is mak-
ing so far. The character of  the Southern states for war is suf-
fering, every week, too much boasting will not do when it 
comes to the point. Our political generals and leaders have 
dealt much more fatal partisan blows at the character of  able 
and patriotic opponents, by the slanders of  their wicked 
tongues and presses then they have brought to bear against 
the enemy in the field. They have defeated merit and talents 
and political honesty, but fly from the cannon and the sword. 
I do not mean that our people at large would not defend 
themselves if  they had a chance.

Sunday 9: Two more companies are moving off  from this 
County under the last call. Our population are becoming 
much thinned at least half  the able bodied men and boys are 
in the army.

Monday 10: Much difficulty is found in arming our sol-
diers. They are buying up all the old guns in the country for 
service. Ammunition is scarce too. I fear that the section of  
country is being stripped too closely of  arms and ammuni-

tion for safety at home. The thousands of  arms and muni-
tions which our comrades are destroying or abandoning by 
want of  military skill or courage, one or the other does seem 
hard in such a crisis.

Tuesday 11: As usual, a most happy and contented day.

Wednesday 12: As usual. We have planted about 6 acres of  
corn in good order. Also about 3 or 4 acres of  oats which are 
now coming up.

Thursday 13: As usual. We are doing scarcely any business 
in the office.

Friday 14: I have laid in sugar, over two barrels, 3 of  molas-
ses and most other substantials, nearly enough for the year. 
We find the beer (molasses) an excellent substitute for other 
things for drink and supper.

Saturday 15: Our little farming preparations are progress-
ing. We will get in perhaps 17 or 18 acres of  corn, with an 
abundance of  potatoes, peas, vegetables, etc.

Sunday 16: Spent the day as usual. Nothing encouraging as 
to our public affairs.

Monday 17: As usual. There will be very little cotton 
planted this season. Grain will be most necessary and there is 
no hopes of  the blockade being raised.

Tuesday 18: As usual on this day. My health is getting 
pretty good. My memory and my spirits have failed very ob-
servably, since my indisposition and the troubles of  the times 
I have no taste for society beyond the immediate circle of  my 
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family and such few friends as I can feel to be real well wish-
ers. The formal appearance of  kindness and social feeling ex-
hibited by what is called society is disgusting to me. Indeed I 
fear I am becoming too much soured with my fellow man, so 
much of  their falsehood and chicanery have I seen, and such 
a decrease of  reliability among men generally. I have lived 
long enough and had enough to do with my fellow citizens to 
compare the present with various trying specks of  times past, 
and can see every change in morals and dealings involving 
moral principle, palpably for the worse, few, few indeed can 
now be relied upon either for honesty or truthfulness.

Wednesday 19: I spent the day as usual. News from the war 
worse and worse. Thinking men beginning to think seriously 
of  being overrun by the Northern army.

Thursday 20: In like manner.

Friday 21: Also. Thom is beginning to be better. There is 
considerable traffic- cotton for sugar and molasses and in 
some instances cotton is taken for debts at about 8 cents for 
middling. Every article of  food except the sugar and molasses 
are bought up for shipment down the river. This will make liv-
ing costly here.

Saturday 22: As usual. We have some sudden changes to 
cold and some frost.

Sunday 23: A good river now, but not much overflow.

Monday 24: Some activity in trade, speculators are coming 
here to buy up what we have to spare at high prices. We are 
probably more quiet and less annoyed or distressed by the 

desolation of  the War than any other State in the South, and 
particularly this part of  it. We have good order, enough of  
the substantials to live upon and no armies to disturb us, 
friend or foe. More than one half  our adult male population 
has gone to the army in one capacity and another. But few 
have as yet been killed of  our people.

Tuesday 25: I spent the day full of  anxiety for news from 
the War. It comes in slowly and we are annoyed with false re-
ports and dispatches. Nothing however comes to hand that is 
favorable to any considerable extent, but everything impor-
tant is to the contrary. Our fire eating and political generals 
are losing everything.

Wednesday 26: As usual. I am neither sufficiently stimu-
lated by anything present, nor sufficiently hopeful of  the fu-
ture to take much interest in life or its affairs, further than 
merely to drag along in the performance of  such duties as 
conscience tells me I must perform and to derive from the 
loved society of  my dear family as my despondent heart is ca-
pable.

Thursday 27: In like manner. I feel that I have but a short 
period of  time to live, and but little to live for, and never set 
so low an estimate on this life before.

Friday 28: In like manner. Our Courts are not held this cir-
cuit around, from the absence of  parties and witnesses, and 
the general engrossment of  the public mind by the war. 

Saturday 29: Henry has again his chills. I both from neces-
sity and choice spend about the half  of  my time or part of  
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nearly every day out at his place. We are getting on as well as 
I expected, only for the want of  another mule we cannot get 
ready to plant the balance of  our corn quite soon enough.

Sunday 30: In like manner. Went to church as usual and de-
voted my thoughts mainly to things more hopeful than the af-
fairs of  this life.

Monday 31: As usual. Our little improvement begins to 
look like producing something.
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Tuesday 1: As usual. We have had a good deal of  rain at last, 
tho quite moderate.

Wednesday 2: As usual. Two more companies went from this 
County for the army, one for the War and the other for 12 
months.

Thursday 3: Doing scarcely anything but diverting my heavy 
feelings by looking after little things going on out at our little im-
provement. I generally walk out to the place after dinner, stay 
there till evening and back at night. My two little dear innocent 
companions, Clara and Ed going with me and cheering me with 
their prattle whenever I will permit them. After spending the 
morning at the office and on the street, I enjoy being out.

Friday 4: As usual.

Saturday 5:  Went out to improvement. A great and perhaps a 
decisive victory is daily expected up on the Tennessee River 
near Corinth. No doubt much blood will be shed, also at Island 
No. 10 up the Mississippi. The events of  two months now must 
be produced of  the most dire results to one or the other party, if  
not to both.

BATTLE OF SHILOH

❖ The Battle of  Shiloh was a major battle in the 
Western Theater of  the American Civil War, fought 
April 6 – 7, 1862, in southwestern Tennessee. A 
Union army under Maj. Gen. Ulysses S. Grant had 
moved via the Tennessee River deep into Tennessee. 
Confederate forces under Generals Albert Sidney 
Johnston and P. G. T. Beauregard launched a surprise 
attack on Grant there. The Confederates achieved 
considerable success on the first day, but were 
ultimately defeated on the second day.
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Sunday 6: To church as usual and spent the day I hope 
beneficially in serious contemplation. We have all too much 
idolized the things of  this world. Idolatry seems to be the sin 
most prevalent and most signally punished among the Israel-
ites. The things of  this world, its gold, its riches, its Honors, 
offices, pomp and vain show, are all idolized with us. What 
may be our accountability on that score is worthy of  consid-
eration.

Monday 7: We have had heavy rain at last. The ground 
thoroughly wet, and the river at a common stage of  high wa-
ter. About the first heavy and continued rains since last June. 
Never did so little rain fall between those dates when I have 
lived before.

Tuesday 8: As usual. Our armies have had a dreadful con-
flict near the Tennessee River on the line of  Tennessee and 
Miss. Particulars are not known but heavy loss on both sides. 
It came off  on the 6th & 7th Inst. Both sides claim a victory.

Wednesday 9: As usual. The excitement of  the Battle ab-
sorbs attention mainly. Many of  our townsmen and country 
men were known to be at that place, some of  course hurt.

Thursday 10: Likewise. The mails and telegraphs uncertain 
and untried. Intense anxiety.

Friday 11: Enough heard to satisfy us that the results of  the 
fight were near equal - not decisive on either side.

Saturday 12: As usual. News from the Forts up the Mi. bad. 
Great danger of  the enemy getting possession of  the whole 
river. Things more gloomy notwithstanding our army made a 

good stand in the last battle. The troops are all or nearly all 
being ordered to the river and to the Eastern sides leaving us 
to the tender mercies of  our enemies. My hope is that our 
state is too much in the back woods to tempt a raid upon us.

Sunday 13: Weather good. We made a social little visit out 
to Henry's place. Mr. Bracy and Ann, Clara and myself  and 
the children went out and spent the day at the retreat. Had a 
good family dinner, rather in the style of  a bachelor establish-
ment and enjoyed it much, especially as it diverted our 
thoughts from their daily channel and the purer affections un-
interrupted for the time by intrusive thoughts about the out-
side world prevailed. We returned in the evening refreshed.

Monday 14: The results of  the late battle have caused 
mourning in our community. Several of  our citizens killed 
and wounded "Memorabile dictu" our best and especially 
our most conservative citizens seen to suffer most in the war. 
Indeed there are but few of  the "Fire eaters" caught in the 
dangers of  the war. The ultras made the war and the  conser-
vative sober minded men have it to fight.

Tuesday 15: Business of  every kind dull and unpromising 
except a sort of  barter in sugar and molasses for cotton (for 
molasses is made to fill up a gap caused by the scarcity of  
meat and the cotton is of  no use to the owners as it cannot be 
shipped off.)

Wednesday 16: Spent the day as usual. Heavy rains are 
likely to flood the country. Our section is getting a years rains 
all at once.
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Thursday 17: I am in my own view very near being a 
loafer. Have but little business to do and do not feel a good 
appetite even for what I have. Still I am almost irresistibly 
drawn to the streets and public places to hear the passing 
news and reports from the army about 9/10 of  which are 
however untrue. Hired out Steven and Nancy.

Friday 18: As usual. Amidst the numerous depressing cir-
cumstances of  the times I have the gratification of  improving 
health, myself  - Henry likewise is escaping his chills and look-
ing better. He is encouraged in his little improvement and 
farm.

Saturday 19: As usual. Bad news still comes. The late battle 
at Shiloh is being set down at something like a draw battle. 
Heavy losses and much bravery on both sides, amounts to 
nothing decisive.

Sunday 20: I spent the day calmly and quietly contemplat-
ing the uncertainty of  human affairs and training my mind to 
endure whatever befalls me with proper resignation.

Monday 21: Attended to some business in the office and out 
to the farm in the afternoon.

Tuesday 22: In like manner. I have found the simple beer 
made with molasses not only a good pleasant beverage, but 
an excellent substitute for milk. I use it every night for supper 
and am inclined to think it is improving my health.

Wednesday 23: As usual. Heavy rains have raised the river 
to a very high mark.

Thursday 24: As usual. Intense anxiety for the fate of  New 
Orleans- - I believe it will be taken shortly. The gun boats of  
the Federals seem to be invincible to us.

Friday 25: The people are downcast and many of  them de-
spondent altho utterance to their thoughts is seldom in-
dulged.

Saturday 26: The river is largely overflowing. Only 18 
inches below the high water mark of  the highest flood ever 
known in the river.

Sunday 27: As usual. Heard a good plain sermon from Mr. 
Baird pastor of  Presbyterian Church.

Monday 28: I give about half  my time to the little farm. 
The exercise and variety afforded by it refreshes. Natures 
freshness at the season of  the year seems to give an insensible 
animation to the spirits. The verdure of  the herbs and the for-
ests contrasts with the moral distress of  the times. 

Tuesday 29: Apprehensions that the enemy will get posses-
sion of  the Mi. River are creating despondency among the 
people.

Wednesday 30: The flood in the river is slowly turning 
downward, but it is raining heavily again, Rumor says the 
Mi. is breaking the levees everywhere almost. The whole west-
ern world is almost at sea. Truly it has been said that "misfor-
tunes never come singly."
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Thursday 1: MAY DAY. Natures holiday has again rolled 
around, gay as ever. The birds singing cheerfully as ever, the 
flowers as sweet, the forests as verdant, the surrounding atmos-
phere as bright and pure --But Man! Poor deluded, vain Man!!! 
How sadly his condition on this continent contrasts with natures 
beauties. How sadly does it contrast with that of  this time two 
years ago, yea, even one year! What a wreck lies here of  all that 
this earth affords for happiness! Eighteen short months ago we 
might have stood against the world - “Now none so base to do 
us reverence". Under the choicest blessings kind Heaven ever be-
stowed upon a people or a nation, fanatical zeal and political am-
bition have destroyed, not only our happiness but the hope of  
ever regaining it. All the evil passion of  Demonium let loose 
among a Christian people spreads desolation far and wide over 
our fair land. The prince of  Devils seems to have it all his own 
way. Fratricidal strife reddens the land with the blood of  - I was 
going to say Christian brethren - perhaps better expressed by 
the epithet of  professing brethren - each fervently hoping for the 
destruction of  the other. Without farther comment I would ask, 

CAPTURE OF NEW ORLEANS

❖ The capture of  New Orleans (April 25 – May 1, 
1862) was an important event for the Union. The 
Union was unopposed in its capture of  the city itself, 
which was spared the destruction suffered by many 
other Southern cities. This capture of  the largest 
Confederate city was a major turning point and an 
incident of  international importance.
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indeed the inquiry is forced upon my mind, where is "the 
Gospel of  Peace" where the teachings of  our blessed Sav-
iour?

Thursday 2: River high and a brisk trade going on in sugar 
and molasses. Old stocks of  goods for them are now new, sell-
ing off  at high prices. Wounded men returning from Shiloh 
and some soldiers preparing to go out to the war.

Friday 3: The spring is backward and corn the principal 
crop needing work which is prevented by the great quantity 
of  rain. Our little crop looks well. We are preparing for a 
large crop of  peas and potatoes.

Saturday 4: As usual. I feel more like a loafer than for 
many years past. I have but little to do and but little interest 
or taste for doing that. I despair of  the Republic - the Confed-
eracy - most of  my predictions about the effects of  the war 
are coming on us but the worst has not come yet.

Sunday 5: As usual on the sabbath. Started the children to 
Sunday School. Took my usual rounds to hear the news, for 
we get but few news papers now and here I might remark 
that a more speedy retribution has overtaken the Editorial de-
partment and publishers of  slander and scandal and dema-
gogue falsehood than almost any other department. The li-
centiousness of  the press has been very effectually cut down 
and partisan Editors who worked only to mislead public opin-
ion and to secure a part of  the spoils have promptly met with 
the reward which their guilty consciences could not otherwise 
feel.

Monday 6: As usual. We are living economically, comforta-
bly (so far as bodily convenience goes) and inactively. We still 
have a little coffee to give the parched corn which we mix 
with it a flavor, and we drink our beer for supper as a substi-
tute for tea, other things pertaining to the table about as we 
have been accustomed to only dealt with a sparing hand. My 
contributions to the War keep me pretty well drained of  
change, although I have not as is quite fashionable now, at-
tempted to prove my patriotism by my imprudence.

Tuesday 7: As usual. The river is within 18 inches of  the 
highest water mark, and the Mi. River is breaking over all 
bounds, levees breaking and all prospect for a valley crop fast 
disappearing. The wheat crop in this section is ruined by rust. 
The city is made a military Post and we are likely to be eaten 
out so far as marketing is concerned. A hospital is opened for 
the sick soldiers. The ladies are supporting them very liber-
ally.

Wednesday 8: Our health is at present better than it has 
been for a long time. Hugh has got over his attack and I have 
some hope that this attack of  acute disease may prove to 
change or at least may be an evidence of  some favorable 
change in the character of  his disease. He coughs less and ex-
pectorates but little. Has no fever and no local pain.

Thursday 9: As usual. Money is much more abundant in 
circulation that it has been for a year past. But I fear the 
cause of  this is far from encouraging. It is owing to a want of  
confidence in the currency which is altogether War Bonds of  
this state and the notes of  Confederacy. No one can well re-
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fuse to receive it, but there is a restless anxiety to put it off  by 
even our most sanguine men. This causes everything to go up 
in price nominally.

Friday 10: The giving up of  New Orleans is a severe blow 
upon Southern hopes. It is virtually giving up the great Mi. 
We on this side are then cut off  from all communication 
with, for war purposes, the East, and we have no organized 
means of  defense. But little cotton is planted, the quantity of  
grain very large so if  the Fed. do not overrun us we can 
probably support ourselves. Much industry is exhibited by 
our people and economy is a necessity among us. 

Saturday 11: I am enjoying our homely fare, much of  
which is derived from the garden, and am favored with a 
good appetite, and sleep soundly about 9 hours out of  the 24 
and study contentment under resignation to our fate what-
ever it may be. Have very little hope ahead and attempt to 
drive away corroding care rather by philosophic reflections 
and action than by levity and frivolous amusements and pas-
time.

Sunday 12: As usual. Attended church, etc.

Monday 13: As usual. Our little farm is doing well and our 
leading object seems to be already accomplished - that is the 
restoration of  Henry’s health.

Tuesday 14: As usual. Speculation in sugar and molasses 
are still running high. It is now brought up the river to get it 
out of  the way of  the enemy. We have had a ridiculous panic 
about the gun boats coming up our river immediately among 

the excitable part of  our people. It must have its reign like all 
other unreasonable excitements and then die away. We have 
many who wish to keep out of  danger on the exposure inci-
dent to the army, and have to make an excessive show of  pa-
triotism at home by heavy swaggering on the streets, public 
meetings and warlike resolutions to keep up appearances 
--Disgusting!!!

Wednesday 15: The river still keeps up. The last two 
months have been rainy almost in proportion as the previous 
9 mos. had been dry. The levees have broken on the Mi. and 
almost all the valley overflown. Such destruction of  property 
has never been seen, a striking instance of  the uncertainty of  
human affairs. The Lords of  the rich valley of  the Mi. at 
once subject to the irresistible floods of  the "Fathers of  Wa-
ters" bursting out of  its imprisonment, and the torch of  war 
flaming up from their proud cotton sheds and sugar houses 
to deprive a triumphant enemy of  their benefits.

Thursday 16: As usual. Harvesting is progressing, but much 
of  the wheat is not cutting on acct. of  the rust. Arkansas has 
been looked to for supplies to feed our armies, but the result 
of  the crop is a failure. There is not enough derived from the 
double amount sowed to furnish the county plentifully - a se-
vere blow.

Friday 17: As usual. Soldiers are advancing - Little Rock is 
threatened. The State Government has retired with the Ar-
chives and we are left without an army on this side the Mi. to 
defend us.
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Saturday 18: As usual. Produce, teams and everything we 
have to buy are running to immense prices. The people are 
living sparingly. The cash system prevails almost without ex-
ception. So far good! This is a reform.

Sunday 19: I spent the day as appropriately as I could, at 
church, reading the Bible and instructing the children. This 
latter duty I am not inclined to trust to any of  the schools we 
have here. There is such want of  discipline. The male schools 
are more fitly styled "schools of  vice" than any useful acquisi-
tion. The morals of  most of  the boys are corrupted and licen-
tious before they are 16. I do not send mine under such cir-
cumstances and prefer taking some trouble on hand at home, 
until they become large enough to see the evils of  such con-
duct.

Monday 20: The weather has at length settled dry and the 
farmers at length have the chance of  cleaning out their crops.

Tuesday 21: As to the war - We have been receiving noth-
ing but losses, evacuation, retreat and the surrender of  the 
Southern cities for some time. The gun boats of  the enemy 
seem to reign supreme on the coast and the river. We see no 
desperate fighting and resistance on the Southern coast as 
was boastingly spoken of  before the trial came. They are as 
easily conquered a people as history gives any account of, 
altho they still talk very boldly, loudly and swagger much 
when out of  danger. It will be doubted whether the Fire Eat-
ers ever did make up their minds to fight and endure the 
hardships of  such a struggle. The South is in a very critical 
situation. The "right men seem not put in the right place" for 

success in such a struggle with a very few exceptions, and 
speculation and selfishness are ruling instead of  that fire of  
patriotism which so often has lead to spartan feats in warfare,

Wednesday 22: As usual. Nothing encouraging, everything 
going wrong with our armies.

Thursday 23: In like manner. I am deriving amusement 
from our little farm and substantial benefit from the exercise 
it affords and one gleam of  hope and pleasure in breaking 
through the gloom in my family affairs - Henry's health 
seems to be confirmed. Hugh is also apparently quite as well 
as it has been for months before.

Friday 24: I am eating, sleeping and but little else. I have a 
fine appetite and enjoy the young vegetables. My little man 
Ed, the pet, always pleased to go with me and full of  inno-
cent mirth and life helps me to pass off  idle time pleasantly. 
He and Clara often accompany me out to Henry's, and with 
their cheerful childish prattle cause me for a time to forget 
the troubles of  the times.

Saturday 25: As usual. We are striking for a fine crop of  
yams. Have out about half. We are happily situated in having 
Hugh and his amiable little wife on one side and Ann, Mr. 
Bracy on the other. We are together, harmonious, every day. 
Ann is likely to become a hearty large woman, is well fixed 
and lives prudently. She is one of  the finest looking ladies in 
the City, and her youngest child (Editor’s note: India Bracy) is 
a very interesting one. A good rain and clear cool weather.
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Sunday 26: I have to chide myself  now for inactivity of  
mind. I have leisure sufficient to allow me to read much, but 
I cannot bring myself  up to the point of  pursuing general 
knowledge - stimulus seems to be wanting. The mind has 
been kept in such a stretch for more than a year on one en-
grossing subject that I take but little interest in anything 
earthly beyond that. My family and Hughs spent a pleasant 
day out at Henry's in a rural, affectionate manner.

Monday 27: At our ease. Free from restraint, in plain simple 
family confidence. Henry has a comfortable cabin just re-
claimed from the woods, surrounded by poultry, bringing up 
a fine litter of  pigs to supply the food for the place.

Tuesday 28: We have now a good supply of  the ordinary 
vegetables. My appetite is good and I have enjoyed them very 
much. My bowels contrary to custom too lax. The weather 
clear with nights cool enough for March. News from the War 
more and more discouraging.

Wednesday 29: In like manner. The means of  communica-
tion from the East almost closed so far as the mails are con-
cerned.

Thursday 30: As usual. I walk out almost every evening to 
Henry's. I have taken cold and do not feel so well. Crops and 
gardens just beginning to take a start after the rain.

Friday 31: As usual with the exception of  an attack of  diar-
rhea, with fever and excessive thirst, periodical like chills & 
fever. The same I had last fall and winter.
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Saturday 1: I called in Dr. Seay. I am attempting to stop it 
without mercury. He directed me to try Bismuth in connexion 
with Dovers powders.

Sunday 2: I am quite unwell, and confined to my bed. I think 
the Bismuth etc. will answer the purpose. I have much less thirst 
than with the mercury.

Monday 3: Spent the day at much inconvenience from disease 
and low in spirit.

Tuesday 4: In like manner. Weather settled and I would not be 
surprised if  we have a drought.

Wednesday 5: In like manner. News from the war worse and 
worse. Corinth where so much has been expected, is being 
evacuated. The moral effect almost amounts to a defeat. High 
expectations are defeated and the enemy get the whole line of  
the Charleston R.R. up thro Alabama, and throws our lines in 
South into Mi.

GUNBOATS AT THE BATTLE OF MEMPHIS

❖ The First Battle of  Memphis was a naval battle 
fought on the Mississippi River immediately above the 
city of  Memphis on June 6, 1862, during the 
American Civil War. The engagement was witnessed 
by many of  the citizens of  Memphis. It resulted in a 
crushing defeat for the Rebels, and marked the virtual 
eradication of  a Confederate naval presence on the 
river.
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Thursday 6: I am gradually getting over my attack. The 
prescription has answered a valuable purpose. Relieved in 
mind at finding a remedy which will avoid the risk of  saliva-
tion.

Friday 7: My appetite is a little too sharp for my condition, 
but my food agrees pretty well.

Saturday 8: As usual. Soldiers are again collecting here. 
This is made a military Post. There is much alarm at Little 
Rock and many are leaving it. The Federals are in consider-
able force in the upper part of  this State. All hopes of  a bat-
tle at Corinth, which it was believed would decide in our fa-
vor the fate of  that region, have passed by. Our Army is 
again falling back. This is not the way to meet such an enemy 
in such a war. Beauregard or the Government, are not the 
right men in the right places. This in my opinion gives up 
Tennessee to the North, and cuts off  all communication with 
the East from the river. 

Sunday 9: I spent the day as usual. Weather getting warm 
and dry. Some danger of  a hurtful drought. My health is im-
proving fast.

Monday 10: As usual. Rumors of  every kind are afloat. We 
don't know what to believe. One thing, however is true that 
the unfavorable turns out true and the favorable untrue. We 
have had some success at one point, by Jacksons army on the 
Potomac. He has routed Banks. He is one officer who has 
proved himself  capable.

Tuesday 11: In like manner. The wheat and oat crop has 
turned out almost a complete failure. Gen’l Hineman has 
been sent out to take command of  the West and especially Ar-
kansas. He is energetic and bold, but of  the political stripe 
and bearing which has never yet done any good in the war. 
He is however determined to make his mark for weal or for 
woe. His course will either destroy the country or defend it. 
He is substantially carrying out martial laws.

Wednesday 12: Nothing new. I am enjoying food and sleep, 
doing little, merely watching over what I have got and that 
without much interest and some attention to Henry's con-
cern.

Thursday 13: I am laying in again such articles, as are 
likely to be needed and not to be had after a while, corn is 
scarce and high end flour and meal. Living is costly but we 
have plenty yet of  the substantials. I have nearly overcome 
the lazy fixed habit of  using coffee. We can do almost any-
thing if  the will is determined. If  we determine to use milk, 
beer etc. and discard coffee, we soon feel that it is best, or at 
least drill ourselves into their use and cease to care for the old 
taste.

Friday 14: We have had the most cool June up to this time I 
have ever experienced, especially this far South. A drought is 
now threatening us and the days are becoming quite hot. We 
are planting a patch of  late corn and peas, where it was too 
wet in the spring. Our corn is beginning to wilt with the dry 
hot weather.
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Saturday 15: I have bought a mule for $155. We intend vis-
iting Mr. Carleton and now have the means of  transportation 
if  I can get his shoulders healed. Teams have run up to an 
enormous price. I have also got two cows at high prices, but 
they have become articles of  necessity now. We rely much on 
the milk, etc.

Sunday 16: As usual. Attended preaching I hope with 
proper motives.

Monday 17: My health has improved much faster than it 
did after my attack last winter. I very much fear that I will be 
troubled in all times to come with my bowels - when I take fe-
ver.

Tuesday 18: I have an unpleasant presentiment, which 
might be thought superstitious, that there is coming such a 
drought this summer as will destroy the crops and I cannot 
disconnect that idea with the idea that providence is against 
the South. Everything seems to be against us, and the coming 
blow will probably be a famine. The spring was all flood, and 
the summer will probably be all parching drought. Early crop 
of  corn is already suffering seriously.

Wednesday 19: The only thing which seems to flourish 
with us, is a succession of  flocks of  ducks numbering now 
near 50. I give them a good deal of  attention and derive both 
amusement and pleasure from them. We made a regular fail-
ure in chickens.

Thursday 20: Attended to some little business in the office. 
I am not doing anything profitable. Indeed I spend most of  

my time at the office. I am not doing anything but reading, 
eating, drinking cool water and lounging. There is nothing 
hopeful to stimulate action.

Friday 21: As usual. Memphis has been taken and the Mi. 
River as good as given up to the Federals. They handle our 
boasted chivalry like toys. We are disgraced as a chivalrous 
people and not for the fault so much of  the people. Our sol-
diers fight bravely when they have a chance, but sickness and 
the want of  competent generals and discipline and a compe-
tent war department have prostrated our hopes of  success. 
The demagogue finds it something more serious to deceive 
and gull such an army as we have to contend with, than he 
found it to cry out "The great Democratic Party" and "the ly-
ing Whigs". Still the Government as though given over to a 
delusion go on filling nearly all places of  power and trust 
with their own unscrupulous favorites. Indeed there are none 
of  the leaders of  the "Fire Eating secessionists” who will go 
to the army without they can have offices and pay.

Saturday 22: Nothing occurs worth noting.

Sunday 23: Went to preaching as usual with my family.  Su-
san had a chill on yesterday.  She has partly recovered from 
her hysterical disease but not herself  yet.  She labors under 
continual aberration on some subjects at times yet.

Monday 24: Hugh and Julia and Henry and Sue all started 
to Mr. Carletons on a visit today. The heat and drought is 
great but I hope they will enjoy their trip notwithstanding. 
Times like the present ought to make doubly near to our fam-
ily and friends. The strange world has neither any interest in 
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nor confidence in us. I have less to do with mankind than 
ever in my life since it has been active. I am inclined to think 
too little of  the common herd of  my fellow men. I do not 
seek acquaintance or intercourse with those whom I do not 
know to be worthy. It would seem hard only to live out a long 
life actively among our fellow men perhaps justly and gener-
ously, only to be convinced how unreliable they are and to 
learn the truth of  Pope's Stanza when he said, “Man is to 
man, the sorest surest enemy".

Tuesday 25: The heat and drought excessive, and crop pros-
pects worse.

Wednesday 26: Henry returned this evening from El Do-
rado bringing the gratifying news that Margt. and family are 
all well.

Thursday 27: I spent the day, dull and comparatively inani-
mate without earthly hopes to cheer or earthly amusements 
to kill time. I happily however enjoy a calm resignation to the 
evils which crowd unavoidably upon us, thankful that we 
have the means of  a comfortable living, and are exempt as 
yet from the immediate ravages of  war.

Friday 28: In like manner. Very dry and hot. Clara’s health 
more delicate, has slight fevers every evening and "night 
sweats".

Saturday 29: As usual. Our family seems very small since 
the children went to ElDorado.

Sunday 30: As usual on the Sabbath. We had a very slight 
shower last evening and some clouds today. Henry's little 

crop is nearly burnt up, and the country apparently threat-
ened with famine. Everything seems to be against this Rebel-
lion. This is now a Military Post, and commissary stores col-
lecting here. Two regiments are forming here. The northern 
part of  the State is again invaded by the foe.
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Monday 1: We are preparing to make our long intended visit 
to Mr. Carletons. 

Tuesday 2: Clara and myself  and the two little children started 
this morning at sun rise to ElDorado. We were favored with a 
cloudy day and went without inconvenience to Mr. C's, the pleas-
antest day of  the season for travelling. We found all well and 
had quite an affectionate meeting of  parents, children and 
grandchildren. We found Mr. C. in trouble for the loss of  his 
crop by the drought after a hard seasons effort to raise corn. 
The fruit crop also has measurably failed. It would seem the 
Providence was against us.

Wednesday 3:  We spent the day happily. I rejoice to be with 
Margaret again. And to have an opportunity of  remaining some 
time. She has had a hard lot of  it since she has had a family. 

Thursday 4: A good deal of  sickness. An increasing number 
of  young negroes to take care of  and a great effort to promote 
the increase of  property, as well as to faithfully perform her 
part, withal a delicate constitution and having nursed four chil-
dren. 

THE PENINSULA CAMPAIGN

❖ The Battle of  Malvern Hill, also known as the Battle 
of  Poindexter's Farm, took place on July 1, 1862, in 
Henrico County, Virginia, on the seventh and last day 
of  the Seven Days Battles (Peninsula Campaign) of  
the American Civil War.  The Confederates suffered 
more than 5,300 casualties without gaining an inch 
of  ground. Despite his victory, Maj. Gen. George B. 
McClellan withdrew to entrench at Harrison's 
Landing on the James River, where his army was 
protected by gunboats, ending the Peninsula Campaign.
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Friday 5: Spent the day indolently and agreeably. 

Saturday: Hugh & Julia returned this evening to Camden 
by the hack which took us down. We are all despondent 
about the war. Officers seem to be defeating us by their in-
competence or selfishness. 

Sunday 6: The drought is excessive here as well as at Cam-
den. It would seem to be Judgement upon the country. The 
conscript law is forcing thousands of  unwilling men from 
their homes and many of  them with helpless families, for 
three years or to the end of  the war, dependent upon the aid, 
say charity of  the people. Officers and their vast salaries and 
their hirelings consuming the substance of  the country, while 
these poor men are forced to leave everything dear to them 
to be sacrificed to the ambition of  wicked men. If  the venge-
ance of  Heaven does not light upon the leaders who brought 
on this terrible war, on both sides and especially Yancy & 
Co., I must confess I know nothing of  justice and righteous-
ness. We are evidently farther now from a settlement of  the 
contest than before a blow was struck. 

Wisdom and discretion then could have settled the question 
amicably but now there is no chance for its termination but 
subjugation or independence on our side - we cannot think 
of  anything else. We are compelled to strive to the last - till 
all that is worth striving for is lost or ruined. As I predicted 
the country is already ruined, and I am not in favor of  peace 
until the wickedness of  the tyrants calling themselves Demo-
crats shall either be killed out or put down. We have nothing 

to gain by the War, unless they are broken down so as never 
more to rise. The influence of  that party would destroy or 
render undesirable any form of  government which could be 
adopted allowing the free exercise of  their party machinery.

Monday 7: We spent the day as usual, in eating, drinking 
cold water, of  which we have abundance in the well in the 
yard, sleeping and lounging. 

Tuesday 8: We spent the day with the family as usual look-
ing to the exercise of  the social affections for pleasure rather 
than to anything in the outer world. We are in the midst of  
family ties, in the exercise of  family duties, surrounded by a 
group of  sprightly little innocents at their play, and occasion-
ally at their books, learning the rudiments of  our language, 
often appealing to us for our decision in some childish contro-
versy, arising between themselves, one moment disturbing 
our quiet with their noise and importunity for some privilege, 
at another cheering us with their light hearted mirth and play-
fulness. Mr. C. having his usual perplexities with his un-
trained negroes and he and myself  speculating on the state 
of  things generally both despondent and pretty well agreeing 
in our general views. 

Wednesday 9: In like manner. The weather very hot and 
the drought still severer, every day. The labors of  the season 
withering away every day perceptibly, even the fruit on the 
trees of  the orchard wilting away. It would seem as though 
Providence had left us to work out our own ruin effectively, 
and that where the sword and pestilence had not completed 
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the work of  Vengeance, famine and domestic suffering would 
be permitted to finish the dark picture.

Thursday 10: In like manner.  I occasionally read some-
thing light and amusing for pastime. I am now perusing the 
adventures of  Don Quixote and Sancho Panza with pleasure.

Friday 11:  As usual. Claras health is very feeble. She is be-
coming more emaciated and altho no disease is manifest I 
have very distressing forebodings of  the result. I fear her 
lungs are seriously affected.

Saturday 12: As usual. Awful apprehensions for the scarcity 
of  corn adding to gloom heretofore prevailing. The only 
hope now is in the increased number of  acres planted this 
year.

Sunday 13: As usual. We are beginning to think of  return-
ing home. This is the only visit we have made to our dear 
daughter and her family for nearly a year.

Monday 14: Spent the day pleasantly at Judge Browns, a 
neighbor of  Mr. C’s and was quite surprized to see what pro-
gress he had made in a vineyard. Some 4 or 5 acres well set 
with various kinds of  grapes, and in full bearing. This a great 
improvement in this country, and this experiment proves that 
we have the right soil and climate for it. Our poor sandy land 
here might be made to contribute their full share to the most 
valuable products of  the country, and at the same time pro-
mote the cause of  temperance. It seems to be an established 
fact that men will drink something intoxicating. Wine being 
much less injurious than ardent spirits, and less apt to destroy 

both mental and physical constitution, it would be desirable.  
It should be the national drink. While at the same time it 
could save much expense in the purchase to those who do use 
it, could always be had pure and the grape itself  would afford 
a domestic luxury in the way of  fruit equal to the much 
sought after tropical fruits.

Tuesday 15: We expected to have returned home today but 
Margaret seemed so unwilling to part with us we were per-
suaded to remain. They are or have been before the war in 
very prosperous circumstances. Mr. Carleton has used great 
energy in business and has the ground work of  a fine estate if  
things could have gone on as heretofore. He has very wisely 
kept out of  debt, and made good investments with the pro-
ceeds of  his practice, which has been profitable. His farm 
now well suits to fall back upon in these times.

Wednesday 16: This morning we made an early move. The 
day being cloudy with some light rain was pleasant and we 
reached home by 4 o'clock in the evening. Thom came down 
day before yesterday with the hack for us, having taken back 
home Hugh and his family, when he brought us down. We 
were very fortunate in the day for travelling for it was the first 
interruption of  the intense heat of  the sun since we came 
down. He brought Dick down who remains a while. Found 
all well at home.

Thursday 17: We are looking around to see how things 
have been going on in our absence of  more than two weeks 
and are glad to see that nothing material has gone wrong. 
The worst was that Dick in his ebullience of  temper, in trying 
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to avenge the injuries to the little flock of  young ducks (over 
40) lost some and crippled their father and one of  the moth-
ers for some supposed injury or tyrannical conduct towards 
their offspring.

Friday 18: We have resumed the uniform "tenor of  life” at 
home. The moving of  the unfortunate conscript soldiers and 
their friends visiting them, keeps up some activity in the City. 
Much distress is caused among poor families in the country. 
Hindman who has been promoted and has the command of  
this state is using his brief  authority for so I hope it will be, 
very questionably in tyrannical acts of  military power. In fact 
we are under a military despotism. He has called out the con-
scripts when there seems to be no good reason for it, and is 
acting in defiance of  or contrary to both the letter and spirit 
of  the conscript law. So much for upstart political Demo-
cratic adventurers, looking close to the gratification of  their 
own ambition by getting up a large army at their command 
and appearing "wondrous careful" of  the country and by us-
ing that extensive range of  appointment which martial law 
and an army puts in their power.

Saturday 19: As usual. The weather still scorching. Our 
spring garden burnt up and Henry's little corn crop nearly 
dryed up. We have not had rain even to sustain peas for some 
9 weeks and are cutting up the ridge corn for fodder. The sol-
diers have consumed all the old corn within their reach and it 
is almost impossible to obtain even enough for bread.

Sunday 20: Went to the Presbyterian Church as usual.

Saturday 21: We have been receiving news very slowly of  a 
great Battle and Victory near Richmond. The hopes of  our 
people are rather in the ascendant. Gen'l Lee is in command. 
McClellan has been driven back with heavy loss and many 
prisoners. Our loss so great they will not publish it.

Tuesday 22: Nothing of  public interest today.  I will put on 
paper one of  my greatest private griefs.  Susan’s general 
health has been better for the last four or five months and we 
have been hopeful of  her mental aberrations or rather wild 
fancies disappearing but such has not been the case.  She 
seemed at first returning health, penitent and more affection-
ate than in the midst of  her severe attack.  And we fondly 
hoped that ere this she would have resumed her natural bal-
ance and cheerfulness.  In this we are disappointed.  Though 
the leading and prevailing vestiges of  her disease are now 
--low spirits-- a desire to be solitary -- extreme willfulness and 
impatience of  restraint -- and a willful desire to oppose the 
wishes of  her parents and family -- her greatest efforts seem 
to be to avoid our presence.  The distress brought on us by 
these things is aggravated by a sort of  quixotic reference to a 
young man who had never shown her any attention and in 
whose company she had never been since she has grown and 
only once before.  I now fear that she will scarcely ever get 
over it and if  she should the pangs which such an idea leave 
that our dear sprightly young daughter in the bloom of  her 
life, now the oldest child with us, should be set down by the 
people as deranged.  That our family so promising should 
now be held as consumptive from the fate of  our two oldest 
sons and that now one of  our daughters has lost her mind.  
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Surely the ways of  providence are strange and I will not 
dwell on this heartrending subject and invoke the support of  
Him who does all things for the good of  His people to give 
me  fortitude and to bear my family afflictions with becoming 
resignation to his will.

Wednesday 23: I spent the day as usual. The victory at 
Richmond has produced some reaction in war.

Thursday 24: As usual.  The drought is still scorching every-
thing around us.

Friday 25:  As usual. We are cutting down the corn on our 
upland for fodder, so are many in the country. But is cheering 
to learn that genial showers have fallen on many other parts 
of  the country and the great increase of  planting seems to in-
sure corn.

Saturday 26: In like manner.

Sunday 27: I was advised today that an old lady (Mrs. Ster-
ret) a cousin of  mine had suddenly died in the suburbs. She 
was the oldest daughter of  my fathers oldest brother. She had 
lived an industrious and upright life near 70 years. I knew but 
little of  her up to about 1830 in Tennessee, and by strange vi-
cissitude and coincidence I meet now with her corpse. The 
only blood relation that I know of  on this side the Missip-
sippi. She has been over in this country some years but when 
she might she did not make herself  known to me. I helped to 
bury her here with much regret that I had not seen her dur-
ing her life. I have never indulged that sort of  false pride 
which characterizes too many to neglect or even be ashamed 

of  a poor relative on account of  poverty or want of  position 
in society, provided they are meritorious otherwise.

Monday 28: As usual. I went out to see Mr. Sterrett, the 
step son of  the old lady spoken of  above, who was brought in 
from the camp in the neighborhood sick, having volunteered 
a few weeks since. I found him needing some attention and 
did what I could to assist him.

Tuesday 29: In like manner. We have cut down nearly all 
Henry's first planting of  corn. This neighborhood is dried up 
with the continued drought. Some showers have fallen in 
some places but the country generally in South Arkansas is 
suffering severely.

Wednesday 30: In like manner.

Thursday 31: Also. Provisions are getting up to an enor-
mous price. We are nearly eaten out. How our army are to be 
fed in this region seems to be a serious question, corn $1.50, 
beef  10 to 12 1/2¢, flour $8.00, etc.
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Friday 1:  The reports from our armies at different points a lit-
tle more encouraging. We are gradually getting clear of  politi-
cians as commanders.

Saturday 2: We are in tolerably good health. My own quite 
good, Clara still weak but about. We had a little shower which 
will prolong the life of  vegetation a little, helps peas, potatoes, 
etc.  Good rains in some places. Went out in the evening with 
Clara and children to Mr. Rounsaville's, on a visit.

Sunday 3: Spent the day there. I went to church with Mr. R. 
and The Reverend Mr. Baird who preached by request to a 
small country congregation. The old man is a learned Devine, a 
good scholar and I think a truly good man. He preaches a good 
chaste sermon but has nothing of  the manner nor matters to 
catch the popular or vulgar ear, possesses a very sanguine tem-
perament, and looks at the fair side of  things more than usual 
for one in his insulated situation, having no family or relatives in 
the County and I might add but very slight encouragement in 
his church, few members and half  of  then only attend acciden-
tally.

BATTLE OF CEDAR MOUNTAIN

❖ The Battle of  Cedar Mountain took place on August 
9, 1862, in Culpeper County, Virginia. Union forces 
under Maj. Gen. Nathaniel P. Banks attacked 
Confederate forces under Maj. Gen. Thomas J. 
"Stonewall" Jackson near Cedar Mountain as the 
Confederates marched on Culpeper Court House to 
forestall a Union advance into central Virginia. After 
nearly being driven from the field in the early part of  
the battle, a Confederate counterattack broke the Union 
lines resulting in a Confederate victory. The battle was 
the first combat of  the Northern Virginia Campaign.
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Monday 4: We returned home, having accomplished a pleas-
ant visit.

Tuesday 5: At home as usual. Our people who are easily 
aroused in hopes by a little good news are apparently very 
confident of  success in the War. Camden is now a Military 
Post and has various offices and officers. Quarter Master 
Commissary and assistance, and money (such as it is) plenty - 
thrown out by the Government quite lavishly - for in con-
tracts and money matters - Uncle Sam or Uncle Jeff, or what-
ever we may call ours has no friends, and very few pay any-
thing of  what they owe, they have it all to spend.

Wednesday 6: As usual except that Clara and Susan have 
gone to Mrs. Lide's in the country and I am left with the two 
little children at home. The dear little things are fine com-
pany while I am with them.

Thursday 7: We had a heavy gust of  rain, enough to wet 
the ground thoroughly but it fell so fast that it mostly ran off. 
It will however do much good. This is the first time the 
ground has been anything like wet here since the 25th of  
May.

Friday 8: Family all home again. Nothing new.

Saturday 9: We were gratified this evening by a visit from 
Hugh & Julia, their first visit since they moved over the river.

Sunday 10:  Went to church. Had all the family to dinner, 
including Ann and Mr. Bracy and children. Forgot the dis-
tress of  the times, for an hour or two in the affectionate soci-
ety of  the family, which was nothing diminished by a deli-

cious leg of  mutton or rather lamb, which Hugh brought 
over with him.

Monday 11: Spent the day as usual. Sent over Willis and 
Thom to gather fodder at Mr. Stone’s.

Tuesday 12: We have cut up most of  our corn at Henry's 
only saving the little bottom, which is pretty good corn. It 
gives us an abundant supply of  fodder.

Wednesday 13: As usual. I am investing Confederate paper 
in the purchase of  good country notes at from 10 to 15 per-
cent discount.

Thursday 14: As usual. We are a little encouraged at the 
success of  our armies. We have the enemy at bay now, if  our 
rulers will do their duty.

Friday 15: In like manner. The weather is dry and hot. Vege-
tation wilting as it did before the rain two or three weeks ago. 
A good deal of  fodder will be saved this week.

Saturday 16: In like manner. My health is becoming very 
good. I feel more like myself  than I have done for two years. 
Hugh too is doing better, we cannot tell whether his improve-
ment may be permanent.  But alas, my poor child Susan.  
She is still laboring under disease, manifesting itself  less cor-
poreally than mentally.  I greatly fear a continued derange-
ment of  mind.  She is restless, willful, and discontented, and 
seems entirely bent on neglecting all means of  remedying her 
condition.  Refuses every prescription and precaution.
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Sunday 17: I spent the day as usual. Our anxiety to hear 
news from the War is the predominant feeling- for some cut 
off  from the accustomed channels of  intelligence we feel our 
isolated condition. The enemy's gun boats having the Mi., it 
is only by stealth that any communication is had with the 
East side.

Monday 18: As usual. There is quite a stir now in collecting 
and forwarding corn fodder and provisions for the army - 
West - at Little Rock and Pine Bluff. Corn is now $1.50 and 
everything else in proportion.

Tuesday 19: Dry and hot as usual. Nothing new.

Wednesday 20:  We have finished getting a fine supply of  
the very best fodder which Mr. Stone could not gather - all 
put up without rain. This added to what we saved at Henry's 
gives us a great abundance for the year.

Thursday 21:  As usual. We have heard from Mr. Carleton. 
All well and Dick is said to be going to school and learning 
finely. This is gratifying news for he has heretofore had an 
aversion to his books. He is going to a lady with Margt’s two 
daughters.

Friday 22: Clara and the children with Susan have just re-
turned from a visit to her son's house in the country. Well 
pleased! Hugh has fallen into plenty of  the substantials of  
life, and has enough to interest and occupy him, in attending 
to things outside of  the principal operations of  the planta-
tion. There is a supply of  corn fodder and stock for sale. He 
also occasionally has to entertain travellers on the road. 

While he is assisting Mr. Stone he is promoting his own 
health, spirits and interests. This is much preferable to his 
situation in town and where he had scarce any means of  mak-
ing any thing or rendering himself  useful.

Saturday 23:  As usual. A blighting drought continues upon 
us. We fear that even the peas and potatoes will be a failure 
and that no season will be had in time for turnips.

Sunday 24:  Went to church at the Methodist Church, there 
being none at the Presby. Church.

Monday 25: As usual. Indolence and comparative idleness 
seem to agree with me now. I am gaining in flesh. I take 
much pleasure in attending to my thrifty flock of  Muscovys.

Tuesday 26: In like manner. I have employed some part of  
my time for some weeks past in attending to some sick sol-
diers in town, all now doing well.

Wednesday 27: As usual. Eveline who came home from 
Mr. Boggs a month ago to be confined has brought forth a 
mulatto! I detest the mulatto stock. If  I do have slaves I 
greatly prefer the genuine Africans. She has a girl and they 
are doing well.

Thursday 28: As usual. We have some excitement from 
news of  success reported.

Friday 29: Hot and dry.

Saturday 30: I am interested in the perusal of  Headley's 
sketch of  the lives of  Gen'l Scott and Jackson. Something of  
that kind is best suited to the spirit of  these times. Scott was 
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the great captain of  the age up to the commencement of  this 
unnatural War. Jackson’s feats in arms were nothing extraordi-
nary but every circumstance attending them showed Jackson 
to be a remarkable man such as the world has seldom seen. 
His passions so terrible as almost to amount to the sublime. 
There seemed to be something in his look which awed men 
into submission.

Sunday 31: I remained at home, reading, etc. The sabbath 
is to me a pleasant day. I do not keep it holy, perhaps as the 
Commandments require, but I endeavor to withdraw my 
thoughts from care and as much as possible to forget the out-
side world and its affairs devoting myself  to reading and re-
flecting sometimes on subjects connected with the characters 
of  that day and often flying off  into promiscuous topics. I 
never however permit this holyday to pass off  without devot-
ing some portion of  it to meditation and prayer.
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Monday 1:  I omitted to state that I had made a visit to my son 
Hugh and his good little wife last week at their country home. I 
was happy to find my unfortunate son surrounded with so many 
sources of  comfort amidst the discouragement attendant on the 
loss of  his health. Even in that respect he is doing better than he 
has for 12 months past. There may be hopes of  his standing it 
for years, or perhaps he may overcome the disease or it may so 
change its character as to allow the ordinary functions of  life to 
work on, only with less power than otherwise. This is now three 
of  my children settled and according to the worlds phrase "do-
ing well".

Tuesday 2: Nothing worthy of  note occurs.

Wednesday 3: We have had another light rain but soon all 
dried up. Vegetation seem to have wilted more under the scorch-
ing suns of  the past month than that of  what we thought the se-
verest drought of  July.

Thursday 4: As usual. We have considerable preparation here 
toward maintaining the army which is forming in the middle of  

CHANTILLY - DEATH OF GEN. STEVENS

❖ The Battle of  Chantilly (or Ox Hill, the Confederate 
name) took place on September 1, 1862, in Fairfax 
County, Virginia, as the concluding battle of  the 
Northern Virginia Campaign of  the American Civil 
War. Thomas J. "Stonewall" Jackson's corps of  the 
Army of  Northern Virginia attempted to cut off  the 
line of  retreat of  the Union Army of  Virginia but was 
attacked by two Union divisions. During the ensuing 
battle, both Union division commanders were killed 
but the Union attack halted Jackson's advance.
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the State for our defense. Constant streams of  soldiers pass 
from Louisiana and Texas, particularly the latter.

Friday 5: We have had a trial of  Martial Law. How soon 
our liberties are lost! We are slaves, not to a foreign despot, 
whose power crushed us, but reduced by our political leaders 
placed in a situation which is said to require it. We are re-
quired in a peaceful city, not within a hundred miles of  an en-
emy, to produce a pass to go out of  our corporation limits. A 
novel state of  things, purporting to have both a military and 
civil government going on at the same time. How easy to 
bring down the freest people in the world to the most abject 
slavery so that it is not called so. I think the bubble of  popu-
lar government has certainly burst, and so we admit it. But 
leaders still maintain their sway. 

Saturday 6: Spent the day reading the news and street dis-
cussion of  which I am more of  a listener, than a participant. 

Sunday 7: Spent the day as usual. We had a tolerably good 
rain today, which our parched land imbibes with great rapid-
ity. It is cheering to hear the thunder, see the lighting and ob-
serve the pattering of  the heavy rain drops, such a novelty.

Monday 8: Our armies in Va. have had further successes, 
and our people are in high hopes Generals Lee & Jackson 
supported by Hill and Longstreet have proved to be the great 
men of  the day. Beauregard is cast in the shade. Not fit as I 
think for the command of  such an army in such a war. No 
doubt he is scientific and an adept at digging ditches but 
wants something, perhaps personal force of  character to do 
anything brilliant in such a state of  things.

Tuesday 9:  I spent the day as usual. My health is fine. Su-
san no better and Clara rather declining, a mere walking 
skeleton. Henry is growing up like a mushroom.

Wednesday 10: In like manner. Our peas, potatoes and cab-
bage begin to grow but have mainly to make themselves after 
this time.

Thursday 11: In like manner. I arise early, feed my ducks 
of  which I have about forty, look over the garden, yard, etc. 
and gather watermelons, say two or three for the day, of  
which we have a handsome sprinkle, a second growth on the 
vines - the first being burnt up by the heat and drought - 
wash and eat a light breakfast say a light roll of  light bread 
and fresh butter with a cup of  coffee - one half  parched corn 
and the other the genuine Rio. Then go down in town, see if  
any business offers, talk about the news, return home, eat 
fruit, read some poetry or newspapers, take about a table-
spoonful of  good whisky (raw) and dine. Then a nap of  half  
an hour, up again. Eat our watermelons - go down street - do 
a little marketing or shopping, discuss the news, talk about 
elections, which is lately agitated, return to supper, usually a 
little batterbread of  good sweet corn meal, some fresh butter 
and plenty of  good buttermilk, and then shortly to bed for a 
profound nights sleep of  about eight & one half  hours. Such 
is my usual routine.

Friday 12: In like manner. We have had a good rain, have 
sowed a good patch of  turnips. We keep planting, and sow-
ing, as fast as our planting fails, we plant more, or something 
else. Every thing so far has been a failure to a great extent. 

522



Corn is per lb starting at $1.50 per bushel, and flour at 12 1/
2 per lb. It is hard to tell what will come of  the country.

Saturday 13: As usual.

Sunday 14: Went to the Post Office and spent the balance 
of  the day with my family in examining an addition to the 
Shorter Catechism which throws much light on the subjects 
contained in the same.

Monday 15: As usual. The Feds are committing sad destruc-
tion in the Mississippi bottom.

Tuesday 16: As usual. Many soldiers are coming through 
this country to Little Rock and Pine Bluff  from Texas, gener-
ally cavalry and are equal to the locusts in Egypt in eating 
out almost every thing as they go. Hence the cost of  food and 
forage.

Wednesday 17: As usual. The weather is slightly cooled, 
some slight autumnal breezes, awaken our hopes of  a pleas-
ant season, for Autumn is the only really pleasant season we 
commonly have in this climate.

Thursday 18: Nothing occurs to vary the state of  things 
around us. We are blessed with peace and plenty, tho at high 
cost for plain living. Many poor families in the country are in 
the midst of  scarcity. This is thanksgiving day by Confed. 
Gov't.

Friday 19: As usual. Almost all the necessary articles have 
disappeared from our stores. Home manufacturing is going 
on. Great scarcity of  cotton cards and the materials for mak-

ing them. No fine combs, pins, osnaburgs, towels, etc. no Cof-
fee nor Tea, no opium nor quinine. Indeed but few articles of  
common use to be bought in the stores and lastly the greatest 
difficulty of  all - SALT is not in this market. A good deal is 
making in North Louisiana near Lake Bestino but that is so 
far off  and such demand that it is alarming.

Salt kettle used to make salt at the Bayou Saline, one mile east of  Ar-
kadelphia, AR. Now located on the Clark County courthouse grounds in 
Arkadephia. 

Saturday 20: In like manner.
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Sunday 21: Weather very pleasant, and the season about as 
healthy as is common here.

Monday 22: Our turnips first sowing begin to show some 
prospects of  making a supply if  we have late frost. I have had 
the cabbage worked out and they are growing fast. Corn 
from the field is selling at $1.50 per bushel.

Tuesday 23: Went to the Methodist Church with my family 
last Sunday, there being none at Presbyterian. Heard quite a 
good sermon from Winfield. He is a good deal sobered by his 
tour of  the army. Much less ardent Fanaticism in his prayers 
and sermons. War speeches from the pulpit shock me. This is 
what brought us into the predicament we are now in, in a 
great measure. At least was one of  the agencies used to 
plunge us into this dreadful War. The fanaticism of  the pulpit 
North and the ambition of  politicians combining for popular-
ity, and the ambition of  designing wreckless men South mutu-
ally provoking each other, inflamed and misled the people in 
both sections and now we have the great result, the ruin of  
both.

Wednesday 24: Spent the day as usual. Heavy shocks of  
battle have come off  lately, but none as yet anything like deci-
sive.

Thursday 25: I spent the day as usual. My health is fine 
and my spirits improved.

Friday 26: As usual. I derive some innocent amusement in 
attending to the finest flock of  Muscoys I have ever raised, 
about 40 in number and now nearly raised.

Saturday 27: In Like manner. I have read Byrons “Don 
Juan”. I never before read it leisurely. It is a strange poem. 
Much genius, much sarcasm, bitter feelings, cutting wit, pow-
erful passions and withal a pretty good picture of  human na-
ture. The moral is not good. Indeed for young and enthusias-
tic readers would be highly objectionable but the picture is 
nevertheless too true.

Sunday 28: As usual. Henry is gone on a visit with Mr. 
Bracy & Ann and family down to Mr. Carletons. The 
weather is warm for the season.

Monday 29: As usual. We were rejoiced this evening at the 
arrival of  Margt. and her little flock - With Henry & Dick, 
the latter having been down there far three months or more, 
staying with his sister and going to school. He has at last 
taken a fancy to his books and has progressed well. Hereto-
fore he was the most difficult child to get into the track of  
learning I have ever had, but I think the trouble is over.

Tuesday 30: All dined together but Hugh & his family with 
much good feeling and all in pretty good health.
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Wednesday 1:  All dined at Mr. Bracy’s but Dick who had 
gone out to Hugh’s with Lizzy and Clara as the vanguard of  our 
company.

Thursday 2: My family and Margt. went out to Hugh's with 
him in the afternoon and passed through some of  the most 
drenching, stormy rains I have witnessed for years. Got to 
Hugh's, dried out and supped quite cheerfully and happily.

Friday 3: Mr. B. and his family came out today and we all 
dined sumptuously. My family are now altogether, except Mr. 
Carleton who could not well leave home. So we have the privi-
lege once more of  enjoying each others society and affection be-
fore we die, or are dispersed by war or other misfortunes. This is 
now my chief  pleasure. There is little I care about the amuse-
ments or entertainment of  the outside world.  My family and 
home and the hours with my children are my chief  sources of  
earthly happiness and I feel highly thankful that I am permitted 
to see them once more, altogether and comfortably situated. 
The only drawback now is Susan’s lamented state of  mind and 
Clara's and Hugh's declining health, the latter however seems 

GENERAL JAMES M. HAWES

❖ James M. Hawes was born (1824) in Lexington, 
Kentucky, the son of  Richard (second Confederate 
Governor of  Kentucky) and Hettie Nicholas Hawes. 
The Hawes family was politically prominent. Hawes' 
father Richard Hawes, uncle Albert Gallatin Hawes, 
great-uncle Aylett Hawes, and cousin Aylett Hawes 
Buckner all served in the United States House of  
Representatives. He was dispatched to Little Rock, 
Arkansas in October 1862 to serve as head of  the 
cavalry brigade under Theophilus H. Holmes. He 
was a cousin of  John Brown’s wife, Clara.
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now to allow some grounds of  hope that he may recover, tho 
he coughs badly at times yet. His mother is quite debilitated 
and coughs a good deal, but keeps about cheerfully. All re-
turned home this evening,

Saturday 4: All returned home this morning, last evening, 
and today Hugh and Julia came over - so we are enjoying the 
time as it passes.

Sunday 5:  I went to the Presbyterian church. We feasted 
upon two of  my favorite ducks, the whole family at my house 
in good cheer and perfect harmony. The little chaps in a row 
almost a riot of  frolic and merriment all the time.

Monday 6: Margaret returned home with her two youngest 
children. Lizzie remaining. She will go to school with Clara 
while she remains. I felt as usual reluctance to part from 
Margt., but am sensible that I ought to be thankful, that I 
have once more the pleasure of  having all my family around 
my table in peace and comfort. The world these times has lit-
tle charm for me, outside of  my family circle. I have had suffi-
cient lessons by experience that we have but little to live for 
in this life beyond the ties of  affection for those of  our own 
household.

Tuesday 7: I resumed my accustomed quiet and somewhat 
despondent habits and could not banish the apprehension 
that our late meeting may be the last time that myself, their 
mother and all our children may all meet together. There is 
much to be feared for the health of  my dear companion. She 
is very feeble and has a dangerous cough.

Wednesday 8: In like manner. Weather quite warm for the 
season but pleasant. Another destroyer has made its appear-
ance in the country. The worms are consuming grass, pea 
vines, potatoes etc. We are naturally enough led to think - 
What Next! What other plague is to prey upon the subsis-
tence of  our war-doomed people.

Thursday 9: As usual. We are gathering our apples. They 
have been so sunburnt thro the summer that after the rains 
came, they began to rot and drop and those which remained 
have to be gathered prematurely to have any benefit from 
them. The ravages of  War are spreading fast and the loss of  
human life and property increasing daily. We cannot expect 
to escape it. Indeed we hear by almost every mail of  some of  
our citizens dying or being killed in the different armies, and 
all without any decisive action.

Friday 10: As usual. Very warm, even almost like August.

Saturday 11: A very heavy rain. The first time the ground 
has been thoroughly wet here.

Sunday 12: Clear and cool. Went to church as usual.

Monday 13: Clear and cold. Some little sprinkling of  frost 
reported in some localities.

Tuesday 14: In like manner. We are gathering our peas this 
week. We had previously gathered what little com Henry had 
made - say 50 or 60 bushels, about one fifth of  a crop, and 
that grew on the little streaks of  bottom land.
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Wednesday 15: Col. Martin and his family came and tar-
ried with us last night, which was a gratifying visit. They 
were on their way to Mt. Lebanon, La. and proposed to 
Clara, who was very anxious to see her sister and family, re-
siding there, to take a seat in the carriage which she agreed to 
and left this morning at eight o'clock. So I will have charge 
of  things and a lonely tedious time of  it for some two weeks. 
I hope however it will promote her enjoyment. There is and 
has been a mutual strong affection between Ann and her and 
it ought to be gratified but circumstances never seemed to al-
low her to visit her with reasonable convenience before.

Thursday 16: Fine pleasant, October weather. The fall is 
the only season here which commonly can be counted on as 
really pleasant. I got through last night in my new situation 
as well as I expected, and I got up once and read an hour 
and resumed my slumbers until morning.

Friday 17: I go down street after a tolerably good breakfast, 
go to P. Office, enquire after the news, perhaps read a paper 
which I borrow from someone or get my own, chat a while 
with somebody on public matters, abuse Van Dorn or some 
other fire eating-whisky drinking officer for incompetency or 
neglect of  duty, agree with some of  my neighbors in denounc-
ing Hineman’s military orders, etc. Return home, give out 
dinner, read a while, feed my ducks, dine, take a short nap, go 
down street in the evening, go to the telegraph office, enquire 
for news, see who has come in from the East, return home, 
talk with the children, eat a simple supper, go to bed early 

and take a good nights sleep counting each day how long 
Clara has been gone.

Saturday 18: In like manner. The weather still fine. Had 
company.

Sunday 19: In like manner only I went to Methodist 
Church.

Monday 20: Our friends, Mr. Rounsaville and Miss Jane left 
this morning on their way to Presbytery at Washington. I felt 
an inclination to go to that assembly if  it had been conven-
ient. There is now a great concourse of  teams passing from 
above to Lake Bestino for salt which is selling at $5. to $6. 
per bushel. I do not know what the people of  the S. West 
would have done but for that place this season. There is re-
ported 3,000 to 3,500 persons there making salt. It no doubt 
resembles the gold digging excitement some years ago in Cali-
fornia and is much more essential to the well-being of  this 
country.

Tuesday 21: As usual. Health good with us. The chaps gath-
ering peas out at Henry's.

Wednesday 22: As usual. In the evening we were surprised 
to see General Hawes - oldest son of  Ben Hawes of  Ken-
tucky, drive up with his family. He is a very gentlemanly, retir-
ing man, highly intelligent in his profession (of  army) modest 
in his manners and particularly unassuming. I would judge 
he will be ordered to some post which is intended to be held. 
I think he is perhaps rather a scientific officer than a discipli-
narian. His family consisting of  his wife and their little chil-

527



dren travel with him to Little Rock. He reports to General 
Holmes.

Thursday 23: Gen’l Hawes and family tarry with us today. 
We all dined at Mr. Bracy’s.

Friday 24: They left this morning, Mrs. H. will take board-
ing somewhere in the vicinity of  the Gen’ls command for the 
winter.

Saturday 25: I spent the day as usual. It has become very 
cold today without any rain. Winter is upon us all at once. 
Large fires necessary tonight. Clara returned safe tonight and 
we all in fine spirits.

Sunday 26: A severe killing frost this morning. Everything 
green is stiffened with ice. An end to the growth of  peas, pota-
toes, etc. Such changes hurt me very much. Clara's health im-
proved slightly from her tours.

Monday 27: As usual. A severe frost, one which would not 
have been out of  the way for Ohio at this season end remark-
able in its coming without its usual precursor rain. The dust 
on the roads and streets is distressing.

Tuesday 28: Severe frosts every morning, days dry, clear 
and cool.

Wednesday 29: Vegetation drying up all at once. The 
acorns are nearly all ruined, especially those relied upon for 
fattening pork. Thus closes the series of  crops for the year. 
The wheat crop has almost an entire failure with very little 
on hand. The oat went in the same way by a disease seldom 

occurring, a kind of  rust. The summer vegetables next were 
burnt out in a great degree. Next the corn, most important 
of  all, in most parts of  the country a remarkable failure, and 
that so general over the South as to render it alarming. True 
the bottom lands made good crops, but much of  those have 
been destroyed by the enemy. This all occurring when we are 
cut off  from communication with the more favored and pro-
ductive sections. This seems to me the most manifest evi-
dence of  the displeasure of  God and his willingness to see us 
chastised severely as a people to say the least of  it, or perhaps 
to see us destroyed and falling victims to the ferocity of  the 
enemy.

Thursday 30: I spent the day as usual. We have com-
menced halling up on winter firewood but there is such a de-
mand for it I am induced to let a good deal go at $1.50 a 
load, which pays very well. We have had news of  some disas-
trous encounters with the enemy and altho we have got decid-
edly the better of  him in many instances, yet we have not 
been able to pursue it up to any decisive result. We appre-
hend a dreadful winter when the waters will allow the en-
emy's gun boats to ascend the river.

Friday 31: In like manner. Weather clear, frosty and dusty.
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Saturday 1: I spent the day as usual. We are digging our sweet 
potatoes and find we have about 1/3 of  a crop.

Sunday 2: I went to Presbyterian Church as usual and heard a 
good sermon from Mr. Baird. The balance of  the day with the 
family. Lizzie is still with us going to school, a very smart girl but 
as wild as a young deer. She and Clara keep up a constant romp 
on running over the yards garden and everywhere else they are 
permitted to go,

Monday 3: I attended to some professional business, preparing 
for the Probate Court. I am fast forgetting the rules of  law and 
the course of  decision. The principles I retain, but the applica-
tion I am becoming dull in. Indeed our minds are so engrossed 
on the one all absorbing subject - the War - and its dreadful con-
sequences, that we are all retrograding in intellect and in many 
instances in morals to a very observable degree. The whole coun-
try is in mourning for some friend or relative, killed in battle, or 
buried by disease in the army, much more than 1/2 of  the latter.

Tuesday 4: In like manner.  I am constantly distressed by the 
almost hopeless condition of  my dear child Susan.  She has in 

A. G. BUTLER’S FARM

❖ The above photo is of  land in Tulip that is identified 
as belonging to Mr. Butler on a captured Confederate 
map that now resides in the National Archives.  
Duane Butler produced a book that includes the map 
broken down into townships and includes an index of  
all names that can be identified on the map. Mr. 
Butler and John Brown seemed to be good friends 
based on the number of  times he is mentioned in the 
diary.
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part recovered from the violence of  hysterical symptoms, but 
her mind is still unhinged and the evil dispositions she ever 
had in a very aggravated degree manifest themselves, espe-
cially in disobedience to her parents.  May the Lord help her 
to recover her proper regard for what is good and cast off  the 
devils which now possess her.  This is one of  my worst afflic-
tions but I will still hope for the best and pray for wisdom 
and fortitude to bear it and act out my duty meantime.

Wednesday 5: As usual. The boys are busily engaged in 
their books and I have Willis getting and halling firewood.

Thursday 6: As usual. Dick had a chill again. I have a dis-
tressing cold and Susan has a return of  one of  her spells.  
She refuses to eat anything or to come out of  her room  and 
is not willing for even her Ma or any of  the family to enter it.

Friday 7: As usual. I spent a dull day, partly forcing myself  
to attend to some business in the Probate Court.

Saturday 8: Another dull day, unwell and desponding.  Su-
san no better.

Sunday 9: In like manner.

Monday 10: As usual. Dragging along the anxieties of  life - 
Susan’s condition and Clara’s declining health and strength - 
all however might happen under the mysterious ways of  
providence as Just Judgements upon us for our own final 
good. But to live without hope for our Country and poster-
ity!! Oh! How could a kind providence let loose upon our too 
happy country such a legion of  monsters in human shape as 

Yancy, Rhett and their associates - "Fire Eaters" to bring deso-
lation upon so large a portion of  the Christian World.

Tuesday 11: As usual - cool weather for the season.

Wednesday 12:  As usual. Flour has arisen to such a price 
which cuts off  poor families from the use of  it - $40 to $50 a 
barrel. I am not making enough to justify it. We are going 
upon the corn meal, quite a privation but perhaps nothing 
against good health. 

Thursday 13: As usual. We have quite an active appear-
ance in the streets, nearly all however connected with the mili-
tary. I haul some firewood for sale occasionally $1.50 per 
load, 6 loads daily which pays tolerably well but we burn so 
much ourselves as to take up much of  the time for a home 
supply. Willis gets it from Henry's place which we are clear-
ing.

Friday 14: There seems to be a lull in the elements of  war-
fare at present, but the preparations are ominous of  terrible 
events one way or another.

Saturday 15: As usual. I am in good health, and live a very 
frugal, uniform life. I do little other than eat and sleep, and 
have gained flesh on buttermilk and corn bread. I have in 
some degree succeeded in training my thoughts to resign to 
my lot whatever it may be, conscious that I have had no im-
mediate agency in bringing on us the impending calamities.

Sunday 16: Spent the day at Church and in reading the 
newspapers. Henry and Dick are at school under the instruc-
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tion of  the Rev. Baird and are doing well. Clara is improving 
also with Mrs. Wheat.

Monday 17: As usual. I am making arrangements for a trip 
to Little Rook, to wind up some business matters there and 
on the way.  I prefer going during the Legislative Sessions in-
deed I feel that I am getting behind the times since I have 
confined myself  so closely at home. I want to see the changes 
of  men and things at the seat of  Government. It is almost 
necessary that men who have much to do in the world should 
move out into it occasionally.

Tuesday 18: At home as usual.

Wednesday 19: In like manner. Weather rainy and cool.

Thursday 20: In like manner. The preparations on the part 
of  the United States immense for overrunning us this winter, 
while nearly all our men subject to military duty are called 
upon. A collision of  arms such as the world scarcely ever saw 
may be expected this ensuing winter. Nothing but the kind in-
terposition of  Providence can save us. Indeed a large portion 
of  the South are experiencing the horrors of  war now. We in 
this outside department have been favored more than most 
states, especially the South portion of  this State, not having 
either army among us.

Friday 21: I started to Little Rock in company with G. H. 
Gallagher and his little daughter in a government ambu-
lance, by his invitation. We went as far as Mr. John Flowers 
where we were handsomely treated. There is another vehicle 

in company with some 7 officers,  Gen’l Scurry and staff, etc. 
We have a lively travelling company and the weather is good.

Saturday 22: We started early and made rather slow pro-
gress. I stopped a few minutes at Princeton and rec’d $195 
from Major Harley on a land note. We reached Tulip and 
stopped at Mr. Butler's. Had a fine fare and accommodations 
and paid $1.50 each his bill. Our company are fond of  a little 
stimulus and paid $5. per bottle for five bottles of  peach 
brandy, each holding little over a pint.

Sunday 23: Started early and got to Davenports on the Mili-
tary road after dark. Much crowded with soldiers. Had bread 
and fryed bacon and slept as we could, but all was orderly.

Monday 24: Started early and went to Little Rock at about 
8 o’clock. Anthony House, crowded but by kindness of  Mr. 
Gallagher got a room and fared very well.

Tuesday 25: Shaved, dressed and fixed up for company. At-
tended the Legislature and met many old acquaintances and 
passed the time pleasantly.

Wednesday 26: Had an Amendment to our Camden Insur-
ance Charter introduced so as to allow us to issue certificates 
of  deposits, with some other little Amendments which would 
be desirable.

Thursday 27: My bill passed both houses of  the Legislature 
and I feel much gratified.

Friday 28: Paid over some $380 to the Treasury on notes of  
mine to the Internal Improvement Fund but did not get up 
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my notes. Took deeds for the land. The collecting attorney it 
was said had not returned the notes to be cancelled.

Saturday 29: After paying bill at $3.50 per day at Anthony 
House and procuring Col. Hill's horse and buggy, he being 
detained longer at Little Rock, I started home quite satisfied 
with my trip, while there I found Mrs. Hawes and family 
boarding at the same house and paid some kind attentions to 
them. I entered most of  the offices, Military and Civil on mat-
ters of  business, which afforded me an opportunity of  learn-
ing something of  the men and things at the seat of  Govern-
ment of  our own State. I formed rather a favorable opinion 
of  the Military officers not so much so of  the Civil. I saw but 
little real patriotism outside the military, and it is of  course 
their duty to be so. A grand scramble for office seems to be 
the most prominent about the Capitol. The Legislature is 
composed of  more practical and useful men, generally, than 
we have had for many years past. Still however there re-
mained in it enough of  the old "rule or ruin" party to embar-
rass liberal measures. I reached Mr. Graham's about 32 miles 
on my way.

Sunday 30: I travelled steadily all day, was overtaken by a 
gust of  rain late in the evening, in the midst of  which I 
reached my old friend's residence - Morris Smith, where I 
was kindly received and chatted familiarly until near 12 
o’clock about old times and the present gloomy aspect of  
things.

Monday 30: Travelled constantly to Princeton where I 
stopped a few minutes on business and pursued my way on to 
Dr. Drakes for the night - a rainy evening.
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Tuesday 1: A very wet morning introduces another BIRTH-
DAY. I have lived 62 years and am in much better health and 
have better prospects of  living that I have had for two years be-
fore. The hopes of  our country's happiness and prosperity have 
not at all improved since my last birthday. Indeed the prospect is 
more gloomy, according to all human reasoning, based upon the 
usual course of  human events we will be overrun, perhaps subju-
gated, but I still hope that Providence will yet interpose in some 
way in our behalf  and save us from the consequences of  our 
own wickedness and folly as a nation. My family afflictions are 
not lessened during the year. My child Susan although improved 
in general health is mentally no better, still visionary and self  
willed, a source of  deep mortification to her parents.  We were 
probably too ____ of  our children! Susan has turned out to visit-
ing with the young ladies and her want of  discretion keeps me 
restless whenever she is from home.  We wish however to see 
whether it will not help her to mix freely with mirthful company. 
The health of  the dear companion of  my life is I fear worse, 
and threatens to continue to decline. She is barely able to keep 
up. This section of  the country is actually threatened with a 

HARRIS FLANAGIN (1817–1874)

❖ Harris Flanagin moved to Arkansas in 1839 and 
eventually opened a law office on the courthouse square 
in Arkadelphia. His law office is still in existence and 
has been restored. During the Civil War, he served in 
the Confederate States Army as a Captain and rose to 
the rank of  Colonel before the conflict was over. In 
1862, Flanagin was elected Governor of  Arkansas 
and was recalled from active duty to take office. After 
the war, Flanagin returned to his law practice in 
Arkadelphia.
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want of  the necessaries of  life, owing to the failure of  crops. 
Got home to dinner and found all well.

Wednesday 2: I spent the day in better spirits than usual. 
My health has been very good during my trip. I succeeded in 
several matters of  business necessary to my affairs and feel to-
day the happiness of  having discharged my duty and made a 
prudent and useful trip. The novelty of  excursion of  the kind 
tended to relieve me of  that sort of  monotonous dullness 
which was the result of  long confinement at home.

Thursday 3: Spent the day in like manner.

Friday 4: In like manner. Read up the news and attended to 
some matters of  business.

Saturday 5: As usual. Dr. Ruffin is with us on a visit.

Sunday 6: As usual. Weather cool and pleasant.

Monday 7: In like manner. Quite an immigration of  ne-
groes, coming over from White River and the Mississippi 
from the Yankees.

Tuesday 8: I arise early, breakfast, go down town, look out 
for the news return to dinner at 12, take two tablespoonfuls 
of  good whisky with Clara for our health, etc.

Wednesday 9: Spent the day according to my usual routine, 
quite disappointed however, as I learnt that Gov. Flanagin 
had vetoed the bill amending my Insurance Charter. This 
strikes me a blow when and where I had not looked for it. 
There is now no Constitutional barrier, even to Banking. And 
the Legislature having unanimously passed the bill, I could 

not suppose that Flanagin would take it upon himself  to exer-
cise his veto power merely on the ground of  expediency. The 
solution I fear is that he is sold to the Click of  Demagogues 
who have misruled the state.  Anti-Bank was one of  their 
high Hobby’s for many years. 

10: As usual. My health continued good and I hope I will es-
cape such attacks this winter as I have had for the two preced-
ing. Weight is now 146, rather over the average.

Thursday 11: As usual. Some uncertain rumors of  success 
to our armies but nothing decisive. The Feds. now report 
near one million men under arms and nearly all we have sub-
ject to military duty are called out. A terrible struggle must 
be the result. The course of  the enemy is becoming much 
more destructive and apprehension is greater than at first, 
wherever they get hold of  the country.

Friday 12: In like manner.

Saturday 13: Good weather, good health, a scarcity of  corn 
and flour beginning to be seriously felt.

Sunday 14: As usual on the Lord's day. If  ever a people 
ought to feel humbled we should.

Monday 15: A steamboat came up (the Beauregard) which 
has no freight engaged. I started a project which seems to me 
of  great importance to this place - that is to employ her to go 
down the river and bring us a load or two of  corn in the 
shuck, for we cannot get sacks to shelf  it. Those of  us who 
could spare the money to send for the corn and after supply-
ing ourselves, let others have it at reasonable rates. It takes 
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well and we will soon make up the amount to buy 10,000 
bushels. Meal is now $2. to $2.50 here, and a great scarcity at 
that. Extraordinary rain.

Tuesday 16: Busy on the corn arrangement. Capt. Moore 
has agreed to go after the corn and we proposed to send 
agents to buy it.

Wednesday 17:  Some encouraging reports from our ar-
mies and some very gloomy, in the main a little more favor-
able than heretofore.

Thursday 18: Nothing out of  the usual course of  things.

Friday 19: As usual. The amount is made up for the corn 
and we appointed two agents to buy it, first to try in Barthole-
mew and next down the river. If  we fail woe be unto our peo-
ple. Bread will be the cry.

Saturday 20: As usual. We have had a considerable rise in 
the river.

Sunday 21: In like manner. Only Clara's health is worse 
and her cough distressing with some fever. I dread the conse-
quences.

Monday 22: Capt. Moore left today with the corn agents.

Tuesday 23: As usual. Attended Mr. Baird's examination 
and witnessed a great deficiency in the discipline of  the 
school.

Wednesday 24: In like manner. Some young ladies came in 
from the country to spend Christmas.

Thursday 25: CHRISTMAS. This day commemorative of  
the commencement of  the most important event to the hu-
man race since the creation, finds us in the midst of  revolu-
tion, second only to the former, in its inexpressible effects on 
the human family, exhibits a day of  mourning to the thought-
ful portion of  our people rather than the heretofore Joyous 
shouts of  mirth and heartfelt hilarity which for more than 
eighteen centuries have distinguished it among Christian na-
tions. We have not the powder among us to set off  the morn-
ing guns. Indeed very many have not the guns, nor have most 
of  our people the ordinary articles used heretofore on this oc-
casion for making merry and entertaining their friends, even 
if  they had the heart to do so. Coffee, flour, etc. are almost 
impossibilities and everything scarce and costly.

While but few families are not mourning the loss of  some 
member in the camp, the hospital, or the battle field, or de-
ploring with the deepest concern the absence, dangers of  war 
to many of  their friends, and whilst all are either actually 
overrun by the enemy or in constant apprehension of  such a 
result. We took dinner at home and with us Mr. Bracy and 
family and some of  the young people of  the neighborhood 
while the foot of  our table was graced by a fine turkey, from 
Eldorado, Margaret's Christmas Gift.

Friday 26: We dined with Ann, Hugh & Julia and some of  
the young people and had quite a handsome entertainment 
for the times.
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Saturday 27: At home. Clara's health has been more uncer-
tain and she is more feeble than she has ever been. Her 
cough is very troublesome and gives me great uneasiness.

Sunday 28: As usual. I am hiring out the negroes for the 
next year. I am getting better prices than I did last year, but 
nothing in comparison with the depreciation of  currency and 
the cost of  living today. I went to church and taught the chil-
dren at home.

Monday 29: As usual. I am collecting some more money 
than in months past but what it is worth is very little. I gave 
$500 for $200 in gold so as to have a little money that I could 
rely upon in case of  emergency.

Tuesday 30: As usual. The weather has been pleasant dur-
ing the holidays, rather warm now Meat is scarce at 15¢ and 
very indifferent. Salt 15 to 20 dollars.

Wednesday 31: In like manner.
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Chapter 12

In July 1863, after a long, complex campaign, General U. 

S. Grant defeated five uncoordinated Confederate armies 

(capturing one of  them) and seized Vicksburg. This 

famous victory gave the Union full control of  the 

Mississippi River, split off  the western Confederacy, and 

opened the way for more Union triumphs. After another 

win at the Battle of  Chattanooga in late 1863, President 

Abraham Lincoln made him lieutenant general and 

commander of  all of  the Union Armies.
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Thursday 1: By a kind Providence I have been spared to see 
the dawn of  another New Year: but never have I seen one out 
of  63 that had so little prospect to exhilarate my spirits. True 
our town is quiet and our people fed and clothed as yet, but the 
sword of  an exasperated, and a powerful enemy is plainly in our 
view. We cannot tell what day the blow may be struck. We are 
apprehensive. More than half  our State is now at his mercy and 
our large army in the West seems to be doing nothing efficiently 
for defense. This year will most probably tell the tale of  our ut-
ter ruin.

Friday 2: Nothing of  interest to vary the dark omen.

Saturday 3: In like manner. 

Sunday 4: Attended church as usual.

Monday 5: Henry starts to school again. Clara's school (Mrs. 
Wheat) is discontinued and I am undertaking to teach the little 
ones myself. She is making admirable progress. I have stopped 
Dick from school because I have discovered he was learning the 
ways of  the most disorderly idle boys of  the town much faster 
than useful lessons. His going to school brought him into a fa-

BATTLE OF MURFREESBORO

❖ The Battle of  Murfreesboro was fought from 
December 31, 1862, to January 2, 1863, in Middle 
Tennessee, as the culmination of  the Stones River 
Campaign in the Western Theater. Of  the major 
battles of  the Civil War, this one had the highest 
percentage of  casualties on both sides. Although the 
battle itself  was inconclusive, the Union Army's 
repulse of  two Confederate attacks and the subsequent 
Confederate withdrawal dashed Confederate 
aspirations for control of  Middle Tennessee.
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miliarity with them which he never before seemed to desire. 
He is a willful boy and I see trouble ahead with him. He is an 
affectionate but passionate, self  willed child and will require 
careful management to save him from ruin. Ed sets in with a 
good deal of  earnestness to his lessons.

Tuesday 6: In like manner.

Wednesday 7: As usual. My health is excellent, Clara's 
slightly improved, Susan is strong and fleshy but by no means 
improved by going into company.  Her mind seems to be less 
rational than ever and her willfulness increasing.  Her parents 
are always wrong and she is always right, unwilling to be cor-
rected and very resentful when any restraint is laid upon her.  
Of  all my troubles, this the worst. What is to be done with 
her I know not.

Thursday 8: This day so long celebrated as the day of  all 
days among our Democrats passes without notice, not a sin-
gle gun fired and but few seem to recollect it as a day of  fes-
tivity. I never had heartily joined its celebration for I looked 
upon it as leading to what is now upon us, however glorious 
to our Arms it may have been. I think it even questionable 
whether it would not have been infinitely better for our na-
tion if  N. O. had been taken on that occasion by the British. 
In that event Gen’l Jackson would never have been President, 
and the "Rule or Ruin" party would possibly never have had 
the ascendancy, consequently we would not have had this ter-
rible war.

Friday 9: I spent the day as usual. The river is up and boats 
running to and from Monroe, La.

Saturday 10: In like manner. The winter rains have set in. 
We made a visit over to Hugh's, Clara spent several days with 
them. I went out one night and spent the time agreeably. 
Hugh's health is some better but I fear his disease is still 
slowly progressing upon him. He looks pretty well, coughs 
some, but has lost that vigorous manly look which he for-
merly had. He is truly fortunate in having a wife who can 
sympathize with him, and take all care of  him while his cir-
cumstances are easy and comfortable.

Sunday 11: I spent the day as usual. Heard a good sermon 
and instructed the children. Clara and Ed are learning finely. 
I pay 10¢ to her and Ed 5¢ every week and they are interest-
ing little scholars.

Monday 12: As usual. I am collecting some more money 
than heretofore, but the means of  plain living are so costly 
that it seems like taking all my income to get along a very eco-
nomical manner.

Tuesday 13: As usual, very wet and disagreeable. Meat 15 
to 16 cts. and corn $3.00 per bushel.

Wednesday 14: Ground covered with snow, very cold.

Thursday 15: Wood is scarce for fuel. I am having Willis 
get wood $l.50 per load, pays pretty well, but the weather is 
so bad it is hard to do much. When the weather is good and 
the wood cut he hauls six loads per day.

Friday 16: The general tenor of  the War news rather en-
couraging, but the news from our army in this State very dis-
astrous. Fort Smith and Van Buren, and the Post of  Ark. are 
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all in the possession of  the enemy. We have no competent gen-
erals at the head of  the army and everything goes wrong.

Saturday 17: Weather still bad, but little news, almost all 
the people expecting to be overrun this winter or spring, but 
little that is hopeful. The people speculating upon each oth-
ers necessities. The enemy destroying with fire and sword as 
they go in the vicinity of  the Mis. River and the people run-
ning their negroes and stock as fast as possible. What a beauti-
ful thing this peaceable Secession is!!!

Sunday 18: As usual. Clara is still very feeble and cannot 
gain strength. Susan no better more troublesome and rebel-
lious against all parental authority.

Monday 19: Spent the day at the fireside, dull and hopeless.

Tuesday 20: Vegetating as usual. Thinking pretty seriously 
what I shall do if  the Yankees come.

Wednesday 21: As usual. Nothing animating. Nothing 
cheering. Family afflictions added to the troubles of  the times 
and the desolation of  our happy country leave little room for 
pleasant reflection.

Thursday 22: The weather has become more mild.

Friday 23: Our corn boat (Lelia) Capt. Miller, has at last, to 
our great joy landed with about 5,000 bushels good corn in 
the shuck, and all parties interested are rushing it off  on the 
bank.

Saturday 24: Finished landing the corn and began to de-
liver. Quite a scuffle who shall get first some 60 or 70 families 

concerned and needing it. No head to the association. I am 
almost run down being looked upon as the one controlling it. 
I tell them to be easy as we have the corn safe now and we 
will get it up in due time.

Sunday 25: A wet day. We are treating it as one of  the 
works of  necessity and mercy. Our corn is liable to be injured 
by the weather and otherwise wasted and we are working 
with a rush. A great deal has been measured out and-
delivered today.

Monday 26: Getting our corn away. Finished delivering and 
our town is comparatively relieved. A lucky hit in getting it 
for half  our citizens were out or nearly so, and could not 
have gotten it otherwise. I foresaw what was going to happen, 
and what would be our condition for want of  corn and hence 
labored to have the project carried out. I have been wet with 
the rain two days more or less, trying to get it all delivered, 
and adjusted as satisfactorily as possible. The boat went again 
on yesterday for the other load, which we have purchased 
down the river. I was much hurried to get the freight col-
lected and paid before the boat left.

Tuesday 27: I have worked all day to get the amounts up, 
checked to each party. It is no small job to get it up right 
where so many are concerned, especially in such haste and 
such weather.

Wednesday 28: In like manner. River quite high. The rain 
has ceased.
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Thursday 29: A beautiful day tho cool. A calm succeeds 
the bustle of  the corn arrangement.

Friday 30: As usual. I called in Dr. Seay some days back 
and he prescribed for Clara. She seems to have been afflicted 
with a disease I was wholly ignorant of  - of  the bladder, kid-
neys, etc. She is in some degree relieved, and I hope her 
lungs are less affected than I had feared and that her main 
malady now is of  a more curable character.

Saturday 31: Rain again. River quite high and full of  boats 
bringing corn and military stores to this post. Roads and 
streets cut up and but little doing except Government mat-
ters.
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Sunday 1:   Spent the day as usual on the Sabbath. This day 
usually excites some serious and useful reflections in my mind. 
Mr. Carleton sent Fanny home yesterday. She has been some 
time with Margt. since her confinement. It renews the grief  
which we feel for their misfortune in the loss of  their second lit-
tle son. Susan went down in the carriage.

Monday 2: Henry accompanied her. I have some hope that a 
change of  places and scenes may be of  some service to her.  I 
feel her absence as some relief  to my feelings but still am doubt-
ful of  the propriety of  her absence.  I spent the day dull and in-
actively. Took up a novel (Scott's Pirate) to read to while away 
the time.

Tuesday 3: In like manner. We have cold and disagreeable 
weather again.

Wednesday 4: In like manner. Things look gloomy as regards 
the safety of  our particular section of  the country, altho the War 
at large looks more favorable for us.

Thursday 5: In like manner. I have finished the "Pirate" and 
taken up "Kenilworth".

CONSCRIPTION

❖ “Nothing new, except that some of  the conscripts in 
some of  the adjoining counties are organizing to resist 
the military demands for their services and some 
collisions have taken place. Mostly because men who 
ought to go into it do not, but volunteer to force them. 
They are generally poor men whose families are 
unprovided at home.”
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Friday 6: As usual. We are almost entirely cut off  from com-
munication with the east of  the river by the Gun Boats of  the 
enemy. Of  course hear but little news.

Saturday 7: As usual. The weather cold and rough, rains 
half  the time.

Sunday 8: Went to preaching as usual. My little scholars 
Clara and Ed are progressing finely. I pay Clara a dime and 
Ed 5 cts, every Saturday night for their lessons.

Monday 9: The waters have been high for a month, roads 
and streets almost impassable.

Tuesday 10: Henry and Dick are out at the farm again pre-
paring to make a crop. Henry has grown astonishingly and 
his health is fine, now weighs about 165.

Wednesday 11: As usual. Money is plenty now such as it is, 
currency about 3 for 1 in specie and prices excessive for every-
thing we have to buy - pork 15¢ to 20¢ and poor at that. I 
have not bought for bacon - have up about 600 - that is 5 
hogs feeding and bought one hog. I think I can do so well in 
buying Bacon for the balance. Flour is from 30 to $40 per 
hundred. Of  course I don’t use much. We sell some wood at 
$1.50 per load and Willis hauls 6 loads a day. Snow and bad 
weather.

Thursday 12: I spent the day as usual. I am favored with 
fine health. So are all now except Clara . Of  the negroes 
Thom is sick.  A case of  Small pox was brought up the river 
from the Army and I was prevailed upon to let him wait on 
the patient. He was taken sick there and has been quite sick 

where I could not see him to attend to him. It often happens 
that we get into trouble by trying to do a kind or human act.

Friday 13: As usual. Our second load of  corn is to hand.

Saturday 14: All bustle in unloading. This will save our 
town from suffering for bread until the wheat crop may come 
in. A great deal of  small grain has been sown this season and 
if  no accident happens to it this section will have bread in 
abundance. The Gov't is having a large quantity of  corn 
brought up here from the lower river, Red river, and Bartholo-
mew.

Sunday 15: As usual. The weather more pleasant.

Monday 16: The bustle of  getting away the corn very great. 
It falls short greatly and on that account gives me great trou-
ble as I had the management of  the financial part and it falls 
on me to reconcile all jars about it as far as possible. We are 
however under the circumstances doing well to get it at a cost 
of  $2.00 per bushel.

Tuesday 17: The last remnant of  the corn heap disap-
peared early this morning, not without some bickering, grum-
bling and complaint, especially with some who got none, be-
cause they did not push in for theirs at first. Their money will 
be made up by those who got the corn, but all desired their 
share. I fell short myself  while I was attending to the business 
of  the concern.

Wednesday 18: As usual. But little doing now except army 
affairs of  this Post and the activity of  the speculators, who 
are everywhere on the alert, and who show a disposition so 
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strong for vast profits that they could sell the blood of  the sol-
diers and their families if  price enough was offered, and what 
looks worst of  all, most of  them are the rampant War men - 
who were tumultuous for Secession and all violent measures 
against the North.

Thursday 19: We begin to be a little encouraged at the pros-
pect of  a cessation of  arms. The political parties of  the 
North are getting into a mess among each others and they 
have not gained much by the War so far, although they have 
nearly ruined us. If  we hold them at bay a few months 
longer, they will explode and we will probably see an end of  
the war in its present shape and dimension.

Friday 20: Nothing strange. Clara's health is about as usual. 
She is lamentably weak and reduced, can barely on a pleas-
ant day walk over to Mr. Bracy's, one hundred and fifty 
yards.

Saturday 21: In like manner. Henry is sowing some patches 
of  rye and oats.

Sunday 22: In like manner. Rains half  the time. Waters still 
high and roads bad.

Monday 23: In like manner. I am collecting some money 
both for our concern and myself, and also on collections 
claims. My negroes are all hired out, Mancy remains in Co-
lumbia County, Encienty at $60. Bob - Mr. Freenan's at $60. 
Ann at Lightfoots $100. Eveline by the month at $10. Steven 
at H. Smiths at $15. per month. Thom at Lees (Shoemaking 
$1.00 per day) and Willis driving my team and worth about 

$400. My rents are poor, only amount to $220. My income 
with strict economy will a little overgo my expenses.

Tuesday 24: As usual. The Heavens still continue to weep, 
as well they may over the scenes of  cruelty and villainy in 
these once happy States.

Wednesday 25: As usual. Prospects still somewhat more fa-
vorable for a cessation of  arms. The Yankees evidently disap-
pointed in their efforts to subjugate, are now making it a war 
of  plunder and spoliation.

Thursday 26: Excessive rains. Nothing new, except that 
some of  the conscripts in some of  the adjoining counties are 
organizing to resist the military demands for their services 
and some collisions have taken place. Mostly because men 
who ought to go into it do not, but volunteer to force them. 
They are generally poor men whose families are unprovided 
at home.

Friday 27: River still high and boats plying in the service of  
the Gov't bringing up corn.

Saturday 28: Things move on as usual. Clara's health not 
improved. Still growing weaker.
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Sunday 1: Attended church as usual. My little scholars Clara & 
Ed go on finely and claim their dime and half  dime regularly 
every Saturday night. Julia has had the misfortune to miscarry 
and went thro a narrow strait for life on the occasion. I went out 
and spent a night with Hugh. She is relieved and doing well.

Monday 2: As usual. I am now reading one of  Scott's novels by 
way of  filling up the time. I never did remember many particu-
lars of  novels that I read, but since my memory has begun to fail 
in the last two years, I cannot recollect the incidents scarcely 
long enough to get through it, except the general history and fea-
tures of  the characters.

Tuesday 3: The decline of  my memory grieves me much and 
reminds me strongly that my career of  active life has well nigh 
closed at the same time my Judgment is sounder than ever be-
fore on all subjects with which I am acquainted.

Wednesday 4: As usual. I am almost inanimate - so little have 
I to look forward to that is cheering. I live a sort of  negative life. 
If  I do but little good I hope I am doing no harm. I spend much 
of  my time in attending to my dear family and making provision 

ARKANSAS SPRING

❖ “Spring is advancing. The flowers and fruits are 
putting out - vegetation generally is budding. The birds 
are chirping and singing as usual at this season. Man 
- vain glorious man - seems to be the only unhappy 
creature. Nature, inanimate nature is doing her part. 
She is ministering to our comfort as she has ever done, 
spreading her beauties and bounties before us, but 
wicked, ambitious, revengeful man is every where in 
this once happy land seeking to spread desolation 
among his fellow man.”
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for their immediate wants. Were it not for them, I would feel 
scarce any interest in life.

Thursday 5: Also. The sudden changes of  the weather keep 
me tossing back and forth from one climate to another until 
my feeble system seems at times to be completely wrecked. I 
have however been blessed with a degree of  elasticity which 
has enabled me with care to recuperate.

Friday 6: In like manner.

Saturday 7: As usual.

Sunday 8: Attended church (Presbyterian) Mr. Baird gives a 
good sensible and well applied sermon. He has very small 
congregation not more than one or two dozen hearers ordi-
narily but he bears it with apparent composure, nor releases 
his earnestness in attending to his clerical duties. The Meth-
odist Church commends the largest congregation and next 
the Episcopalian. I fear religion is at a low ebb in our city.

Monday 9: Nothing of  interest transpiring, pretty well set-
tled that there will not be any interruption on the part of  
European powers.

Tuesday 10: Likewise. We are measurably cut off  from 
news, getting occasionally back numbers of  papers from the 
east side of  the Mi. Vicksburg has successfully resisted an-
other attack.

Wednesday 11: Clara is still growing weaker, and weaker. 
We have planted the upland part of  Henry's place, in good 
order.

Thursday 12: Nothing of  particular interest.

Friday 13: In like manner. The weather has at last become 
dry and settled.

Saturday 14:  The river is still high. Has kept up all winter, 
usually lower. The enemy seems to have pretty well left this 
State. Everything is tendering towards Vicksburg.

Sunday 15: As usual. Our garden is affording us a good sup-
ply of  lettuce and eschallotts though backward.  We have 
cold weather and some frost.

Monday 16: I purchased the other half  of  the corner house 
and lot on the Square at $1250, and paid for it in Confed. pa-
per. Thom is getting to work again for the first time since he 
left the Small Pox hospital. Willis halls wood for sale to the 
amount of  about 12 or 15 dollars each week since we com-
menced plowing. I gave $10 for a quart of  Rum some time 
back. It is very difficult to get spirits for medicinal purposes. 
Clara can't do without it and I am much better of  it. I am sat-
isfied upon all my experience that stimulants, say grape 
brandy and pure whisky, good wines, etc. are necessary to the 
well being of  very many of  the people of  this climate, to be 
used as medicine.

Tuesday 17: Spring is advancing. The flowers and fruits are 
putting out - vegetation generally is budding. The birds are 
chirping and singing as usual at this season. Man - vain glori-
ous man - seems to be the only unhappy creature. Nature, in-
animate nature is doing her part. She is ministering to our 
comfort as she has ever done, spreading her beauties and 
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bounties before us, but wicked, ambitious, revengeful man is 
every where in this once happy land seeking to spread desola-
tion among his fellow man. Well was it said that “Man to 
Man’s the sorest surest enemy".

Wednesday 18: I spent the day as usual.

Thursday 19: In like manner. A good deal of  excitement is 
manifest on account of  the resistance among the poorer class 
in some neighborhoods to the conscription especially on ac-
count of  the exemption laws which exempts slave holders hav-
ing twenty slaves. Some are still opposed to the war itself  in 
toto. Some are unwilling to leave their families unprovided as 
they are. Some have been in the army and have been dissatis-
fied with their treatment and the conduct of  their officers. All 
the different causes of  discontent when brought together 
show a sprinkle of  disloyalty beyond what was expected and 
in some cases they have banded together companies of  20 or 
30 or 40 standing out against enrollment. The Military have 
been sent out to bring then in and in some cases, some have 
resisted and been shot or hung and others have left the coun-
try to join the enemy.

Friday 20: In like manner. Hard and expensive living. Prices 
are running to unprecedented rates. The Gov't officers and 
their employees have had much to do in this. The specula-
tions and frauds which they are known to practice daily and 
at almost every point very greatly increase the difficulties of  
the Blockade.

Saturday 21: We are moving on quietly. Clara, in the main 
is no better but gradually becoming weaker. Her whole sys-

tem seems to be susceptible of  disease and when treatment is 
applied to one organ it shifts to another.  Susan is no better.

Sunday 22: As usual.

Monday 23: We are collecting some money now. The cur-
rency is getting so low down that some pay who would not 
otherwise. Major Graham spends his time at the farm and I 
attend to the business and have done so all winter. The under-
standing is that I am not to pay interest on the excess of  his 
means over mine while I so attend to it.

Tuesday 24: In like manner.

Wednesday 25: Also. The spring continues wet and cold.

Thursday 26: Also. Much property is changing hands for 
the Confederate paper, by way of  investment. No one wish-
ing to lay it away, it goes now at about 3 for one in specie.

Friday 27: As usual.

Saturday 28: Likewise. A heavy cold rain. River still up and 
boats plying constantly down to Monroe, some to Alexan-
dria, and the little boats up to Arkadelphia, all in the employ 
of  the Gov’t.

Sunday 29: We were rejoiced this evening to see Margaret 
and Susan drive up. It has been long since she has visited us 
before and things have greatly changed since that time. She 
has borne and lost her little son since without her parents be-
ing able to be with her, aid or console her. She is the same pa-
tient, prudent, affectionate woman that she was when a child 
and a girl, but her constitution is weak and she is often af-
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flicted with debilitating colds neuralgia, etc. It affords us 
much consolation in our troubles to have her with us. Her 
sprightly little Sue is with her. Susan returns much the same 
as she went away though this evening she shows better from 
the change and the novelty of  getting home.  Hugh & Julia 
are here and we have all the children together. I am as happy 
as the health of  my family and trouble of  the times will per-
mit.

Monday 30: We remained together and made the best of  
the time, for the pleasures of  the family circle in some meas-
ure forgetting the troubles of  the times and the cold unkind 
world without. 

Tuesday 31: We have frost. Hope the wheat or fruit is not 
seriously hurt. Much apprehension on that score. After living 
62 years without even such a thought as famine in our land it 
of  course arouses my anxiety to see even the most distant 
prospect of  it.
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Wednesday 1: We spent the day as on yesterday only Hugh & 
Julia have gone home.

Thursday 2: In like manner. I feel that I ought to be thankful 
for the favors I am enjoying notwithstanding that I am sur-
rounded by so many depressing circumstances.

Friday 3: In like manner. Margt has taken severe cold, and suf-
fers much from it.

Saturday 4: Also. We are a frail set of  folks. I would give al-
most one half  of  what I own to be in a different climate, say on 
the high table lands of  Kentucky with all my dear family. But 
there comes the troubles of  war again to prevent even if  all else 
suited. I regret deeply that I ever came to Arkansas with my fam-
ily, but we have fared better so far during the War than most 
other parts of  the West and therefore should not murmur.

Sunday 5: I spent the day at church and in the family circle, in 
thankfulness that altho I am experiencing sore afflictions, that 
they are no worse. I am in good health and notwithstanding the 
privations incident to the War, I still have the necessaries of  life 
and many of  its comforts left met with the means so far of  living 

GRAND JURIES

❖ “The Grand Jury are industriously inquiring into the 
violations of  law. This I hold to be commendable. It 
is important that the Civil law should be felt by the 
people. So far as crimes and misdemeanors are 
concerned, they should be strictly noticed and punished. 
I have often used the phrase the "bulwark of  the 
nations safety, etc.” but never felt it so sensibly as I do 
now. The Grand Jury is the most important of  all the 
civil machinery of  the Government, especially in such 
times as the present when there is a direct tendency 
toward, military usurpation.”
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independently and occasionally relieving some suffering 
among the families of  the needy.

Monday 6:  As usual. The alarm of  the frost of  last week 
has passed by.

Tuesday 7: In like manner.

Wednesday 8: Also. Speculations are running high in our 
city, much to the detriment of  the country and the cause in 
which we are engaged.

Thursday 9: In like manner.

Friday 10: Margaret went out to Hugh’s. Henry accompany-
ing. Mr. Bracy and Ann also went out. So the children are 
having a social and no doubt affectionate occasion in the 
country. May they properly appreciate the privilege. Little do 
they know how soon they may be separated to meet no more 
in social intercourse.

Saturday 11:  The children returned home this evening af-
ter having a fish fry at the lake.

Sunday 12: As usual, with the additional satisfaction of  hav-
ing the society of  Margaret and her little ones.

Monday 13: A rainy morning. At about 11 Margt. left and 
the afternoon proved to be stormy and rainy. I feel much con-
cerned about her.

Tuesday 14: As usual.

Wednesday 15: In like manner. Clara’s health no better, 
but she is growing weaker.

Friday 16: Her disease so far as she was suffering from the 
womb is disappearing under the treatment of  Dr. Seay and 
the nursing of  Fanny.

Saturday 18:  I arranged my papers, etc. to attend the cir-
cuit Court at Columbia City, where I had not been since the 
War commenced and some of  my business there had been ne-
glected.

Sunday 19:  I went with the Judge - Green- as far as Dr. 
Harris and received hospitable treatment, good fare. I was 
much fatigued with the ride tho only about 25 miles. The Dr. 
is an aged man, has seen and observed much of  the world, 
possesses a fine memory, some humor and entertained us 
with courtesy and intelligence.

Monday 20: We rode in to Magnolia, put up at Powers tav-
ern, had the best fare I have seen since the war commenced. 
He is an original genius and feeds well. Low in his proclivi-
ties.

Tuesday 21: Attended to some business in Court and saw 
several gentlemen with whom I had business. I have not here-
tofore attended this Court, but have had some cases coming 
into the Court, until it was necessary I should make this visit 
to see that nothing was going wrong. The Grand Jury are in-
dustriously inquiring into the violations of  law. This I hold to 
be commendable. It is important that the Civil law should be 
felt by the people. So far as crimes and misdemeanors are 
concerned, they should be strictly noticed and punished. I 
have often used the phrase the "bulwark of  the nations safety, 
etc.” but never felt it so sensibly as I do now. The Grand Jury 
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is the most important of  all the civil machinery of  the Gov-
ernment, especially in such times as the present when there is 
a direct tendency toward, military usurpation.

Wednesday 22: Spent the day as on yesterday. We have fine 
mutton which I have enjoyed very much.

Thursday 23: Paid bill $15.00, $5. per day and rode out 15 
miles East to see a gentleman on a claim I had, got it ar-
ranged and went on until I found I could get home by a hard 
days ride, so I came home about an hour in the night, much 
fatigued, but I am home. I've not ridden such a days ride in 
several years - 42 miles and rejoiced to find Clara doing some 
better than when I left.

Friday 24: Spent the day in hearing the news and getting 
regularly into the run of  my home arrangements, well satis-
fied that I made the trip to Columbia Court.

Saturday 25: In like manner.

Sunday 26: Went to hear Mr. Freeman (Baptist) whose 
preaching I generally attend when the Presbyterian is not at 
hand. Clara is not so well today, Susan lying up.

Monday 27: In like manner. I have almost daily some office 
business to attend to but seldom sit down to regular work. I 
am paying a good deal of  attention to my garden. We have 
been alarmed by frost but I begin to conclude that our gar-
dens are not seriously hurt, only delayed, and that we will yet 
have an abundant wheat harvest altho some what threatened 
with rust.

Tuesday 28: In like manner. Henry is getting on pretty well 
with his little crop, and preparing his bottom land for plant-
ing. I have set Thom to making shoes at home. He pays me 
two dollars per day.

Wednesday 29: As usual. News from the War quite unfavor-
able. The Feds. are destroying out our rich bottom planta-
tions and getting possession by piecemeal of  our territory.

Thursday 30: Mrs. Gen. Hawes and her children reached 
here today to spend a week or two with us. We are badly situ-
ated for company, but will cheerfully do the best we can for 
them. The Gen’ls command are in route for Louisiana.
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Friday 1: The beautiful season which this day represents has 
again returned. The flowers are fragrant and the bloom as rich 
as in former times. The forests as verdant and the air as balmy 
as usla., but alas for Men! For whom all things earthly were cre-
ated, he is desolating with a high hand, the works of  man, and 
even defacing natures beauties by the indulgence of  evil pas-
sions. Spoiliation and plunder is now the order in the Yankee ar-
mies. How long will the great ruler of  the universe permit this 
unnatural war to rage in our land?

Saturday 2: Nothing of  novelty today. News still discouraging.

Sunday 3: Went to church as usual. Clara is gradually getting 
weaker.

Monday 4: As usual. The weather is too cool for the season 
and colds prevail among us.

Tuesday 5: In like manner. The ground is in good condition to 
work for the first time this spring and the river is running down.

START OF VICKSBURG SIEGE

❖ The Siege of  Vicksburg (May 18 – July 4, 1863) 
was the final major military action in the Vicksburg 
Campaign. Union Maj. Gen. Ulysses S. Grant and 
his Army of  the Tennessee crossed the Mississippi 
River and drove the Confederate army of  Lt. Gen. 
John C. Pemberton into the defensive lines surrounding 
the fortress city of  Vicksburg, Mississippi. When two 
major assaults (May 19 and May 22, 1863) against 
the Confederate fortifications were repulsed with heavy 
casualties, Grant decided to besiege the city beginning 
on May 25. surrendered on July 4.
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Wednesday 6: Time is passing away and of  course our trou-
bles so much nearer a close, but in other respects our family 
afflictions have not abated.

Thursday 7: In like manner. The news from the War unfa-
vorable, especially as regards the West side of  the River. The 
Yankees are destroying the Delta of  the Mississippi.

Friday 8: Clara is still growing weaker and Susan is ranging 
among the neighbors.  Mrs. Hawes and Ann Hawes have 
gone out with the carriage.

Saturday 9: We got Susan home but she will not remain.  
Her antipathy to me is very great.  I see no other alternative 
but to confine her closely.  There is no asylum now accept-
able.  I know not what to do.  She is completely reckless of  all 
restraint.

Sunday 10: I remained at home with the family. Clara has 
difficult spells of  breathing which are alarming. It is equally 
consistent with my inclination and duty to be with her as con-
stantly as I can. I do fear I will not long have the painful 
pleasure of  ministering to her sufferings. Her patience in her 
troubles is wonderful, but she is becoming at times rather de-
spondent.

Monday 11: As usual. I succeeded some time past in buying 
some old Whisky at $40 per gallon and she stimulates more 
freely than she has heretofore done. It seems absolutely neces-
sary for the purpose of  keeping up her strength.

Tuesday 12:  Spent the day as usual. My spirits somewhat 
aided by the kind and sensible as well as highly discreet com-
pany and conversation of  Mrs. Hawes.

Wednesday 13:  Mrs. Haves has left to go in the direction 
of  Shreveport, where she expects to meet with her husband. 
His command having been ordered in that direction.

Thursday 14: I occasionally devote say two hours to office 
business but most of  my time at home.

Friday 15: In like manner. Another great battle has been 
fought on the Rappahannock, in which we have had another 
victory but particulars are not known.

Saturday 16:  As usual. I went out this morning with Tabby 
to Henry's place.

Sunday 17: I was aroused early this morning at the news 
that Susan had stolen off.  I pursued her in a few minutes but 
she had taken a blind street by which to she evaded me.  Af-
ter some time searching we were told that she had gone out 
to Mrs. Lide’s, alone and on foot, near seven miles.  In the 
evening Henry and myself  went out for her with the hack but 
alas, the poor child dashed off  from the house when she 
heard I was coming for her and I had to overtake her in the 
midst of  the plantation by speed and to threaten to tie her be-
fore we could get her into the hack.  If  ever the heart of  an 
affectionate parent was wrung by the sad duty he had to per-
form for the safety and well being of  his child mine was put 
to test. Her mind is now almost entirely unhinged.  Her resis-
tance to everything which I desire her to do was very ______ 

554



and I had to hear from the lips of  a favorite child the most 
bitter abuse and denunciation as a tyrant and a monster.  
Alas, how little do fond parents know what they have to suffer 
on account of  that tender offspring over whose infancy they 
have watched with sleepless care.

Monday 18: I remained most of  the day at the house.  On 
last evening I succeeded in getting Susan into her room with-
out furor.  I locked her up, barred the windows and so kept 
her in place, a heartrending duty and what renders it doubly 
disturbing to me is the state of  the health of  her mother who 
is gradually but certainly slipping.  She however bears her 
own suffering as well as Susan’s aberrations with fortitude.  
We are cut off  from all asylums by the war and I don’t know 
what to do.

Tuesday 19:  I am mostly employed now in nursing Clara 
and noticing and securing Susan.

Wednesday 20: I let Susan come out of  her room this after-
noon and she did not go off  the lot.  She will not stay in the 
room where I am nor come to the table to eat.

Thursday 21: I spent the day as usual. I have to study and 
practice as far as possible resignation to my hard lot. I have 
been greatly blessed with an amiable and promising family 
and have much satisfaction, as well as much toil and anxiety 
in raising them but now the bitter comes seemingly in very 
large proportion to the sweets of  former days. I pray that 
HIS grace may be sufficient for me.

Friday 22: In like manner. Sue became boisterous by dash-
ing broken bricks from the hearth against the door next 
where I was reading.  For I lock her up every night  and do 
not venture her out until next morning.  I opened the door.  
She looked like a maniac.  I had some fears for her own 
safety but had previously removed everything which I 
thought might be possibly used against herself.  I got Mr. 
Bracy to remain until after midnight outside the door but she 
remained quiet.

Saturday 23: Hugh & Julia came over to spend some time 
with us. This relieved and cheered me somewhat. Clara is 
now much distressed with her cough and the former symp-
toms have been hurting her. We have again been pursuing 
the same treatment and partially relieved her suffering.

Sunday 24: I spent the day at home, I have little Clara at 
home again from school and am learning her at home. She 
was quite sick the first part of  the past week, and I have just 
got her able to attend to her lessons again.

Monday 25: As usual. Clara is gradually getting weaker. 
She cannot get out and into bed now without assistance. I am 
quite fatigued and feel badly but no other person can nurse 
her so well at night as myself. Fanny is doing admirably as a 
nurse and house servant but she must rest at night. Sue has 
agreed and I have trusted her to stay at home with Julia with-
out confinement.

Tuesday 26:  As usual. I am weak and my bowels are out of  
order.
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Wednesday 27:  As usual. Clara's sufferings are increasing 
as her strength declines. Our neighbors have been very kind 
in sending her such little preparations of  food as were sup-
posed to suit her appetite. And the attention of  the ladies 
with whom we were in a habit of  associating has been suffi-
cient for her strength. She needs quiet.

Thursday 28: In like manner. We have been suffering for 
10 days with dry weather, early drought.

Friday 29: Also. I am much worn down and depressed. My 
apprehensions about Clara's recovery are of  the most hope-
less character and I am trying to prepare my mind for the 
worst.

Saturday 30: In like manner. I have so much of  domestic 
troubles that I have measurably let go the state of  the coun-
try, which is still no better. News unfavorable from Missis-
sippi.

Sunday 31:  Margaret is now with us. This relieves my feel-
ings much. She next to her mother can sustain and comfort 
me in my afflictions. I sent down Henry with the Hack and 
she with her three children came up. Happily they are all in 
good health. My two daughters, Margaret and Ann, are my 
main props in my troubles. Hugh is as good and as kind as he 
can be, but the girls are constant in their attentions and there 
is in the affection and sympathy of  pure virtuous woman 
something nearer the Angel than the opposite sex can feel. 
Have had a shower but not sufficient for a season. Refreshes 
vegetation.
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Monday 1: With the company and assistance of  Margaret I 
spent the day more cheerfully than usual.

Tuesday 2: Symptoms of  piles showed themselves to add new 
pangs to Clara’s already intolerable sufferings, and as we sup-
pose connected with a Hemorrhage of  the bowels which at least 
weakens her. Sue is getting along now without confinement. The 
children are all doing what they can to assist.  

Wednesday 3: Passed off  as usual, only Clara is still getting 
weaker.  The hemorrhage ceased.

Thursday 4: I have nearly withdrawn myself  from the walks 
of  business or social circles.

Friday 5: My dear suffering wife deserves and receives all the 
attention and comfort I can bestow. She is worse altho she has 
not coughed much for a day or two.  Hemorrhage returned.

Saturday 6: She is no better, more prostrated and tonight sink-
ing with the bleeding from the bowels. Dr. Seay the attending 
physician has prescribed opium and nitrate of  silver in pills of  
1/2 gr. each and injections of  starch and laudanum. Failed to 

CLARA W BROWN

❖ “The heart rending event has come. O how shall I bear 
it!!!! But for those I leave behind I would greatly prefer 
going with her. Thy will be done Oh! God. I am 
unmanned. My earthly Angel is gone. I can only look 
to Heaven for her equal. My only true consolation is to 
live as she has lived and die as she has died as near as 
may be. It is impossible that I ever can be as good as 
she. She was a model for even her own sex. The world 
never knew her worth... I loved her more the last ten 
years than I did the first period of  our married life.” 
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have the effect and he is from home. I hunted up Dr. Burton, 
surgeon of  the Post. He changed so as to put sugar of  lead in-
stead of  the Nitrate of  Silver - with Brandy and ammonia in-
ternally. Pulse for the first time got weak today. I see the blow 
which is to paralize me impending. I can only pray for grace 
to sustain me through the awful crisis.

Sunday 7: No better. Too much prostrated for any reaction. 
We are pressing stimulants, pulse failing. Thirst intolerable.

Monday 8: A gloomy day in my house. Mrs. Byrd Ruffin, 
Clara's younger sister, has come down and her second daugh-
ter and youngest child. This is very agreeable to her to have a 
sister and all her own family with her. She is calm, thoughtful 
and still watchful of  the comfort and convenience of  all 
around her, in the midst of  all her sufferings. She is prepared 
to look the King of  terrors straight in the face. Seldom al-
ludes to what she expects very soon to occur.

Tuesday 9: Another day of  suffering. Altho the treatment 
has checked up the bleeding, no reaction is had. Pulse de-
pressed, cold extremities and cold sweat. We keep up almost 
incessant rubbing but with little effect. She is completely in 
her right mind, is aware of  her situation. Makes no allusion 
to the future of  earthly things. Seems to take it for granted 
that all is right both in this and the world to come.

Wednesday 10:  The heart rending event has come. O how 
shall I bear it!!!! But for those I leave behind I would greatly 
prefer going with her. Thy will be done Oh! God. I am un-
manned. My earthly Angel is gone. I can only look to 
Heaven for her equal. My only true consolation is to live as 

she has lived and die as she has died as near as may be. It is 
impossible that I ever can be as good as she. She was a model 
for even her own sex. The world never knew her worth. She 
was not only a Christian, but excelled in all the Christian vir-
tues and never made an effort to display them, rather the con-
trary, a lovely simplicity of  manners, the offspring of  a virtu-
ous mind, unruffled by evil passions or propensities, distin-
guished her on all occasions. Powers of  endurance in adver-
sity which seemed almost to bid defiance to its woes, marked 
her course whenever fortune or misfortune frowned on her, 
or her family.

To sum up all, she approached nearer to the character of  an 
Angel - (not in the common fulsome language of  gallantry) 
than any human being I have ever known. We lived in har-
mony, love and peace for more than thirty years, and what is 
perhaps seldom the case, I loved her more the last ten years 
than I did the first period of  our married life. Her purity of  
sentiment and conduct, the unwavering fidelity of  her affec-
tions, and her charitable forbearance towards the errors and 
faults of  her husband and her family, would have softened 
the heart of  any one short of  a Demon. She was my minister-
ing Angel on earth. She was the instrument, in the hands of  
God, of  saving me from a doom, at the mere thought of  
which I shudder. And Alas! now that she is gone, what is to 
become of  me, a lonely wanderer without a guide, a ship sail-
ing with some rapidity down the current of  life without a rud-
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der! There is but one alternative. I must trust to the promises 
of  Him whose Grace is sufficient for those who rely on Him.

About 5 o'clock she breathed her last after a day of  constant 
suffering, and with her last breath a radiant smile, or change 
of  features almost amounting to a smile flashed over her pal-
lid countenance. The most expressive index to the happy ex-
change of  time for eternity.

Thursday 11: After the closing scenes of  last evening, and 
all suitable arrangements has been made for the night, I and 
all the family retired to rest. The first shock of  the separation 
over. I arose this morning to struggle through scenes which 
seemed to overpower me in advance. How can I bear the fi-
nal parting, and give up to the grave a portion of  mother 
earth so precious to me and eight weeping children, the 
depth of  whose distress aggregated with my own, seemed to 
be intolerable to my sensitive mind.

In the afternoon, after a short funeral service, her remains 
handsomely adjusted in a metallic coffin were deposited in 
the Camden Cemetery. I could not control myself  sufficiently 
to look upon her dear features in company - I took a solitary 
farewell gaze on her lovely features when opportunity pre-
sented. Leading the procession with my two little motherless 
children Clara and Ed, I saw her last earthly resting place 
close upon her with the blessing of  the Baptist Rev’d Mr. 
Freeman, who conducted the funeral, and we all quietly re-

turned home to support and console each other in our com-
mon loss. And I must here remark that I have great reason to 
be thankful in the midst of  my sorrows that I have daughters 
living who are imitating the bright example of  their sainted 
mother and sons promising to be manly and upright models 
of  moral worth and pure sentiment. Such solace in sorrow 
ought to be appreciated. This closes the second most impor-
tant incident of  a long life, and I feel that the great "Disposer 
of  all human events" will sanctify this severest affliction to 
the good of  myself  and family. "His works are wonderful and 
his ways past finding out.”

Friday 12:  Mrs. Ruffin left for home. Margaret and Ann, 
with the aid of  Fanny (our old servant) made such adjustment 
of  clothing and household matters as seemed best, and all 
joined in to do what ever was in their power to lighten as 
much as possible the loss to myself  and the younger children. 
All the family remained mostly together today. Susan, poor 
Susan, she cannot perform her part.  She will go with her sis-
ter Margaret for the present.

Saturday 13: Hugh and Julia have been with us all the time 
(of  the occasion) and acted the parts of  pious affectionate 
children. Hugh's health is I think considerably improved, 
whether it may be permanent is yet doubtful. Mr. Bracy has 
also acted his part like an affectionate member of  the family.

Sunday 14: Margaret and Susan and her children left this 
morning for home. Dick went to help them home. I am alone 
with my two dear little representatives of  their dear mother. 
They stay closely with me, sleep with me, and are sources of  
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great comfort to me. Henry is a good boy. He goes out to his 
place to pursue his work in the morning, - mournfully.

Monday 15: I spent the day with the children and Ann & 
her family.

Tuesday 16: I went down street with my two little compan-
ions for a short time. Business and the walks of  business 
when I have so long and perseveringly pursued it seen to 
have lost most of  their inducements. All things have changed 
to me, as though by a sudden metamorphosis. The world is 
not what it has been. I live hereafter not for the pleasures of  
life, but only for it's duties. My race is well nigh run. I must 
strive to be as useful to the family I have in charge (some of  
them so helpless too) as is in my power. Superintend their edu-
cation and set such example as well as precept as may im-
press itself  favorably on their characters when I am gone.

Wednesday 17: Spent the day mostly at the house with the 
children, hearing their lessons, etc.

Thursday 18:  In like manner. Henry and Dick spend most 
of  their time at the farm. We have had a severe drought for 
so early a period of  the season. Our garden is nearly burnt 
up, The corn, however, has held its color well. Rain has fallen 
and promises more.

Friday 19: We have now a season which relieves the very un-
pleasant forebodings of  a failure of  crop. The wheat crop has 
been successfully harvested and is abundant. Grain good, sow-
ing very large and the yield unprecedented in this country.

Saturday 20: Fine rains. The hopes of  the country greatly 
revived. For five or six years past the drought has parched 
our poor soil and it will not make corn without rain in June. 
It now reminds me of  the seasons many years back. War 
news which I have paid little attention to for the last 3 weeks 
seems to be rather barren of  important events. Important 
matters are certainly on the eve of  coming off, Vicksburgh 
and Port Hudson are closely invested and the result danger-
ous and doubtful.

Sunday 21:  Hugh took Clara and Ed out with him to re-
main until I return from Princeton. The dear little prattlers 
will be much missed by me. They were reluctant to leave me, 
altho bent upon the visit. Willis is sick. Dick stays at home 
now. Our servants are doing better than I had reason to ex-
pect.

Monday 22: Spent most of  the day in business matters 
which have been postponed.

Tuesday 23: Went over to Hugh’s and spent the day pleas-
antly.

Wednesday 24: Went on my way to Princeton as far as Col. 
Martins and experienced no little emotion at meeting with a 
family which sympathized sincerely with me in my bereave-
ment, but at the same time afforded a melancholy pleasure, 
to know that we had sincere friends.

Thursday 25:  Went to Princeton and made several deeds 
collected some money etc. In the evening rode out in the 
Country to Mr. A. G. Butlers for the night.  I have 20 bales 
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of  cotton which I rec’d in part payment of  the land I sold 
him heretofore - at 12 1/2 cts. per pound.

Friday 26:  Rode back through my old neighborhood and 
passed our old residence. Here was a trial to my feelings - 
Many circumstances brought to mind the happy days I had 
there spent with her who is gone - and many regrets not to 
say remorse for habits which had destroyed her often, on 
those premises, and which she bore with so much forbear-
ance and dutiful kindness. But I am profoundly thankful that 
I have lived and she has lived to in some degree atone for to 
her by reformation, and unabated and indeed augmented af-
fection and kindness on my part. - Returned to Princeton 
and dined with Dr. Thomas - In the evening rode out to Col. 
Martins on my way home - I had intended going on a longer 
trip but anxiety to see my little companions, and Hugh's and 
Ann’s families, among whom there was some sickness led me 
to cut short the trip. Henry has finished his planting.

Saturday 27: Returned to Hughs and was gratified to find 
all as well as I left them - Spent the evening & night, and in-
dulged the children with a blackberry hunt in the evening 
which was rewarded by a plentiful supply of  milk and berries 
for supper.

Sunday 28: I returned home with Clara and Ed, who would 
not consent to remain behind me - Found nothing amiss at 
home, and the housekeeping had been conducted very well 
in my absence. We have had heavy and successive rains until 
the river is rising and the ground completely saturated with 
rain.

Monday 29: Went out and found our little farm promising 
well - attended again to the children’s lessons - Dick having 
also taken up his books again --

Tuesday 30: Attending to household matters and the chil-
dren’s lessons. Small portion of  my time down street and at 
the office -
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Wednesday 1:  In like manner - I have great satisfaction in the 
society of  my dear little companions - I feel that they are the 
nearest representatives of  her who has so long made my home 
happy. They are dear to me not only for their own sake but for 
hers.

Thursday 2: In like manner. Weather very warm & threatens 
rain again.

Friday 3:  A light rain. Vegetation rich and verdant - a fine 
prospect for sweet potatoes.

Saturday 4:  This day so long observed as the birth day of  our 
INDEPENDENCE and also of  free Government passes without 
the firing of  a gun, the barbecue of  a bullock or a lamb, or any 
social demonstration whatever - "Oh tempora, Oh Mores" How 
transient and evanescent is all human glory! How fickle all hu-
man feelings and opinions! For wicked, ungrateful Man!

Sunday 5: I spent the day as usual in my new and altered condi-
tion. Nothing now is to be as it has been, except that I am consti-
tutionally or at least habitually a good sleeper  and that is a re-
lief  for the time from earthly cares, for I am seldom troubled 

THE FALL OF PORT HUDSON

❖ The Siege of  Port Hudson occurred from May 22 to 
July 9, 1863, when Union Army troops assaulted 
and then surrounded the Mississippi River town of  
Port Hudson, Louisiana. In cooperation with Grant's 
offensive against Vicksburg, Union Maj. Gen. 
Nathaniel P. Banks's army moved against Port 
Hudson. On May 27, 1863, after their frontal 
assaults were repulsed, the Federals settled into a siege 
that lasted for 48 days. On July 9, 1863, after 
hearing of  the fall of  Vicksburg, the Confederate 
garrison of  Port Hudson surrendered. 
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with dreams - I realize more and more the loss I have sus-
tained - I can train my mind to a sort of  passive equanimity - 
a kind of  submission to the Will of  Providence, but what is 
commonly known as light heartedness and involuntary 
flashes of  Joy are now strangers to me, and always will be in 
the absence of  her who so long buoyed up my spirits as well 
in adversity as prosperity.

Monday 6: As usual. There is a lull in war news. We are 
pretty well cut off  from the East side of  river. Vicksburg is 
the only thread by which the East and we hang together and 
rumors of  its fall are afloat. The troops west of  the river have 
never done much, - We have been very unfortunate in the 
commanding generals and everything has worked badly.

Tuesday 7:  As usual. The expenses of  living are excessive 
and I having nothing for sale, and have avoided speculations 
on the war - So that I have to live hard or sink money. Cloth-
ing is a great draw back on us - I paid $2.50 a yard for some 
coarse plain cotton cloth and it is scarce at that.

Wednesday 8:  As usual. Weather warm and dry - Our gar-
den has recovered since the rains.

Thursday 9:  As usual. Meat is very scarce and the country 
is likely to be almost without next winter. A disease has per-
vaded the whole country which has killed most of  the hogs. 
Bacon sells now for 50 to 60 cts. per lb. Beef  at 20¢.

Friday 10:  In like manner. We have had sickness among the 
negroes - Most of  them have had an attack either of  diarrhea 
or fever.

Saturday 11:  In like manner - weather cloudy and smokey 
- Not so warm.

Sunday 12:  The Report that Vicksburgh has fallen is con-
firmed  - Also Port Hudson - I consider we are at mercy of  
the enemy - We are entirely out off  from the East. Prospects 
gloomy.

Monday 13: As usual. I am endeavoring to pursue the same 
economy as when nothing was in danger - and to be as useful 
to my family as possible. Hugh has had another and much 
more severe Hemorrhage then ever before. Some springing 
hopes I had of  his recovery are again dispelled-

Tuesday 14:  As usual - Dr. Ruffin is down. He is going to 
look at Texas with a view to leaving this country and has sold 
out. I bought my wheat from him at $3.00 per bushel - A 
strange state of  things exists in the country - There never was 
one fourth scarcely one tenth the wheat made any previous 
season - and yet they do not propose to sell - very little is 
brought in and flour selling here at 25¢ per lb. Salt is now de-
livered here at 9 to $10 per bushel - Corn $3.50 per bushel.

Wednesday 14: Dry and hot with cool mornings - Consider-
able confusion among the speculators and they have but little 
sympathy. They and the Government officers have caused 
the main disasters of  the War - and the greatest inconven-
ience to the people -

Thursday 15:  As usual. I having our books posted up, and 
everything in our Office set straight as possible - so that if  
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any accident should happen, we will be as well prepared for it 
as the nature of  the case will permit.

Friday 17: In like manner.

Saturday 18: Some sickness among the negroes - The 
drought is beginning to hurt us again.

Sunday 19: Reports unfavorable from our armies. I feel that 
our State is at the mercy of  the enemy. I think it likely how-
ever, that considering, us conquered he will not be at such 
trouble to destroy us in our helpless condition, especially as 
he has more important jobs East of  the river at present.

Monday 20:  My health is not so good - I have a slight at-
tack of  Diarrhea which is weakening me and the effect of  
mental anguish is being felt, especially on my energy and 
hopes.

Tuesday 21: Prices of  almost everything going up to an un-
reasonable rate. Confed. paper going down - down - down 
and I greatly fear the cause is on the same downward course 
- The patriotism of  the people is not, nor has been, suffi-
ciently engaged in the matter. It was forced upon the people 
by party selfishness and many who were sincere at first are 
having their eyes opened,

Wednesday 22: I am lonely and low spirited but trusting to 
the "hope of  a happy immortality".

Thursday 23:  As usual.  Susan has returned.  She became 
so insane that her sister and Mrs. Carleton could not keep 
her at home or control her.  I sent Henry down for her.  She 

is seeming more at herself  on her arrival among us.  No tell-
ing how long it will continue so.  What in the world I am to 
do with her and attend to my business I do not know.

Friday 24: As usual. It is raining in almost every direction 
but none at Camden. Surely this is the strangest locality any 
where in this latitude to be found.

Saturday 25:  As usual. Our garden and our crop is again 
burning up.

Sunday 26: As usual. Susan is tolerably quiet as yet but be-
gins to show symptoms of  restlessness at home.  I feel I shall 
have to shut her up again.

Monday 27:  Our people are stirred up on the expectation 
of  interruption of  the enemy - as we have no protection of  
an army - The Ordnance Department is ordered from this 
Port to Shreveport, and no doubt will be left within the en-
emy’s line. Our rabid Secessionists are in a sad box. Many of  
them have been evading the ruthless war which they have 
done so much to bring upon us but now it is likely to overtake 
them after all. Their wits are exercised to find some other 
dodge. Negroes are being sent off  to Texas rapidly.  Mean-
while the Jayhawkers are said to be in force in the hills north 
of  us.

Tuesday 28:  As usual. Myself  and my little family are liv-
ing in very plain, I had almost said cheap style, but that is not 
so - a supply of  meat and bread now is costly - and I am 
much put to it to get clothing of  the most common descrip-
tion.
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Wednesday 29: As usual.  Susan has taken her quarters for 
the time being at Mrs. Bracy’s.

Thursday 30:  Nothing worth noting - We are gathering 
fodder this week but it rains just enough to bother that opera-
tion without benefitting our late crop at all.

Friday 31:  We have very little authentic news from the East 
side of  the River.  Most that we know is that we are in a bad 
run of  fortune.  It is true we have some successes - but the 
general tenor of  things are against us - In a word our armies 
are outnumbered and overpowered - And our bold Secession-
ists are seeking safety everywhere else besides in the front 
lines - Most of  those who were so willing to shed the last 
drop of  blood in the contest for separate Government, are en-
tirely unwilling to shed the first.
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Saturday 1: Spent the day as usual. I need a comforter or 
brother my own age.

Sunday 2: I spent the day unprofitably. My mind seems to be 
indifferent to tender retrospection and my heart obdurate. I 
must break loose from the fetters which seem to surround and 
bind them.

Monday 3:  The weather excessively dry and hot. Every green 
thing parching - vegetables scarce and not good.

Tuesday 4: As usual.

Wednesday 5: I am arranging matters so that I can be away a 
day or two. I feel that a change of  scene will relieve me much if  
I can so feel that all is safe at home. Henry went down for the 
buggy.

Thursday 6: My dear little companions Clara & Ed are almost 
in ecstacies at the prospect of  their visit. Dick is out at Hugh’s 
this week, but will be in tomorrow to go with us (to Margaret’s).

Friday 7:  Henry returned with the hack which was left at Mr. 
Carelton’s when Margt went down and we are busy packing up 

VICINITY OF CARLETON FARM

❖ “We had cider to drink and fruit of  all the common 
kinds - I indulged quite freely - eat liberally at the 
table and feel improved already...I have endeavored to 
shake off  the cares and anxiety of  home as well as 
business concerns, and am basking in indolence and 
ease -- Surrounded by the boisterous play and romping 
of  the children, who are making the most of  their time 
in their childish gambols.”
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for the trip. I feel a little in common with the children and 
partake of  some of  their childish pleasure, anticipated on 
their visit.

Saturday 8:  We started early, Henry driving us, and arrived 
at Mr. C’s early in the evening - We fortunately had a pleas-
ant day, being favored with some clouds and a slight change 
in the atmosphere. We had a joyous reception - found Margt 
and her family in good health. The children dashed off  at 
once into active glee and I was happy in the company and un-
der the roof  of  my first born daughter and her interesting - I 
had almost said rustic family.

Sunday 9: We all went to the Baptist Church where there 
was a protracted meeting beginning. Heard a good sermon 
from Mr. Courtney - a more than average preacher in that 
church and passed the day cheerfully and almost happily -

Monday 10:  We had cider to drink and fruit of  all the com-
mon kinds - I indulged quite freely - eat liberally at the table 
and feel improved already.

Tuesday 11:  In like manner - I have endeavored to shake 
off  the cares and anxiety of  home as well as business con-
cerns, and am basking in indolence and ease -- Surrounded 
by the boisterous play and romping of  the children, who are 
making the most of  their time in their childish gambols.

Wednesday 12:  I sent up by the Hack the balance of  the 
bacon and lard which I bought from Mr. Carleton about 200 
lbs bacon and one hundred of  lard at 50¢ per lb. I enjoy my 
meals - cider, fruit etc. sleep sound and almost feel happy - If  

SHE was with me as formerly on such occasions, I could for-
get for the time other troubles and cares --

Thursday 13:  As usual. I have been teaching the children 
ever since I came down their lessons. There is some emula-
tion among them and they are improving.

Friday 15:  In like manner. I go into Eldorado occasionally 
and chat a while with acquaintances.

Saturday 16:  Also The War news is rather unfavorable, but 
we get very little that is reliable. The feeling of  the people 
however is to try to get out of  the way if  possible with their 
property. This State may be said to be overcome - Each one 
has his own affairs to look after - The defense of  the country 
is practically given up so far as those at home are concerned 
and the returning soldiers are generally greatly dissatisfied.

Sunday 16: We all went to church - The Baptists seem to be 
interested in the cause here at this time - We were baptized 
today

Monday 17: Spent the day as usual. I have received a letter 
advising that all is right at home. This is good, and can enjoy 
the occasion a week longer.

Tuesday 18:  In like manner - I am reading some cursory 
sketches and having some peaches dried - All is industry here 
- but the negroes are slow and difficult to keep in the proper 
track - and Mr. C. is impetuous and has not a turn for manag-
ing them --He is too energetic and industrious himself  to 
know well what to expect of  a negro.
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Wednesday 19: In like manner - The weather has suddenly 
changed and is now so cold as to require fire and warm cloth-
ing. Very unfavorable for health at this season.

Thursday 20:  We spent the day as usual. Margt has an 
abundance of  eggs and gives me a snack of  scrambled eggs 
and a good cup of  pure Rio coffee about 10 o'clock each day 
which is precisely in accordance with my taste. The varied 
snack table at the City eating houses of  better times could 
not better gratify my fancy - We are doing without the coffee 
without murmuring at home, but it certainly is a great priva-
tion - Margt happened to have a good supply when the block-
ade began and she has a little yet for special occasions.

Friday 21:  As usual. The weather is very dry and warm - 
The War news is discouraging. The War spirit has measura-
bly evaporated and most of  the blood and thunder Secession-
ists are much perplexed to devise the means of  getting them-
selves out of  the way of  danger for there can be no doubt 
that the department West of  the river is now at mercy of  the 
Yankees if  they conclude to send force enough to overrun us 
which they know they can do.

Saturday 22:  In like manner. I do not suffer the Wars op-
press my mind very much - I set down all for lost when the 
first Ordinance of  Secession was published in South Carolina 
and my mind has been prepared for the worst - Still the main 
stimulus to action and the exhilarating influences of  a hope-
ful future being absent, we are all changed beings. Truly 
"Pride has had a fall" -

Sunday 23:  Went to church again - a protracted Baptist 
Meeting is going on at Eldorado - 13 were baptized. We are 
beginning to think of  going home and expect Henry down 
for us.

Monday 24: Henry arrived with the Hack and I have the 
satisfaction to learn that things have gone on since I left 
home as well as I expected especially Susan can be managed 
in my absence. 

Tuesday 25:   Henry remains today and we packed up for 
an early start tomorrow morning.

Wednesday 26:  With reluctance we left early in the morn-
ing and had a more cool day than has been for some time 
past. It always has been a matter of' regret to me to part from 
Margt. and in these troublesome times I feel it the more. 
T’would be a source of  much satisfaction to me now to have 
Mr. Carelton and his family near me - We reached home in 
good time and found all pretty well and in good condition. 
My ducks doing well under Fanny’s care.

Thursday 27:  A little novelty of  scene made it quite pleas-
ant to be at home and in town after an absence of  near three 
weeks - and being with Ann and her family would have given 
an additional pleasure but unfortunately find her sick - altho 
in fine health, and without any known cause she miscarried. 
The effect no doubt of  the climate - Debility in female is very 
common here altho apparently in other respects healthy.

Friday 28: I spent the day as usual. Attending however to 
some business in the office - I am endeavoring to get all busi-
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ness natters closed up in a shape for the best in view of  being 
overrun by the enemy and shall have a busy time of  it be-
tween supplying my family, settling private affairs and closing 
our partnership business to the best advantage.

Saturday 29: In like manner. Rode over to Hugh's in the 
evening.

Sunday 30: Returned from Hugh’s and spent the day in en-
quiring after news and teaching the children. The ground is 
parching with drought, fruit falling off  and our garden burnt 
up, even pea vines dying in the field - altogether it is hard 
these times to supply a family - Out of  the superabundance 
of  wheat raised we have no flour brought in except what little 
can be sold at about 30¢ per pound - The fact is the currency 
has got to be almost worthless.

Monday 31: As usual. Yankees have invaded our State by 
way of  White River.
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Tuesday 1:  Autumn comes with lowering prospects, the State 
of  the times, the drought, the difficulty of  getting clothing and 
other effects of  Blockage - the suspension of  business - the heart-
lessness of  the community all conspire to make me gloomy, 
whilst Hope the lever which has always raised me up from every 
downfall in life, has become too weak to keep me even at an 
equilibrium.

Wednesday 2: . Heat & dust, the bustle of  waggons moving 
the Government stores, the ill nature of  the country which has 
been pressed by Government agents with their teams and driv-
ers and the preparation of  slave holders and office holders for 
moving and running off  negroes and property all contribute to 
the general unpleasantness of  our situation.

Thursday 3: I an busy making settlements and looking out for 
something to eat and wear-

Friday 4: I spent the day as usual--We have saved some fodder 
but the drought is cutting off  our late corn severely and burning 
the fodder -- Henry is discouraged - even the pea and potatoe 
crop are ruined--

WASHINGTON, ARKANSAS

❖ “As usual - I am much perplexed about my little 
waggon - I cannot get my firewood - Waggons are 
being pressed to remove the stores from this place to 
Washington and the officers pay but little regard either 
to Justice or property. The teams of  certain favored 
ones of  the Click are permitted to stay at home while 
little weak establishments not able to carry a hogshead 
of  sugar are pressed into service -”

❖ The above photo is of  one of  a number of  old wagons 
that are located in Washington, AR, today. 
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Saturday 5:  As usual. Some clouds and showers of  rain at 
a distance but none on our avid hills.

Sunday 6: As usual. I attend the Baptist Church - only a few 
in attendance - a good sermon from Mr. Freeman - a good, 
orderly, and pious man-

Monday 7: As usual - Considerable agitation among our 
people at the Report of  the Fall of  Little Rock - I have well 
considered the matter, and can come to no other conclusion 
than to stay at home and abide by the consequences - I have 
no doubt we will fall into the hands of  the enemy, but I can 
see no place of  safety to fly to - besides my situation with my 
little helpless children and my age seems to forbid my mov-
ing. This is my home - I know where I am and the people 
and my all is dependent on me here, or nearly so - If  it be the 
Will of  Providence that I am to suffer and see my family suf-
fer I will endeavor to submit to it with due resignation - I feel 
cool and deliberate on the subject but if  I were to attempt to 
go to Texas like very many are I might fall into worse trou-
bles and be less able to bear them amongst strangers in a 
strange country ---

Tuesday 8:  I dragged out this day in the usual hopeless 
situation.

Wednesday 9: In like manner. I am endeavoring to invest 
what Confederate money I have in real estate - thinking that 
the most safe property - If  my negroes leave me that may 
come in to help at some time of  need to me or my children-

Thursday 10:  In like manner - Our army under Gen'l 
Price has fallen back to Arkadelphia or at least are moving in 
that direction - The militia are ordered to organize.

Friday 11:  As usual. Heat & dust excessive -

Saturday 12: I paid off  a draft I gave at the commence-
ment of  the war to Col. Morgan closing my bills for tuition at 
the Kentucky Military Institute and which has not been pre-
sented till now - the last of  my debts - So I have the consola-
tion of  being free in money matters from all obligations - Ex-
cepting some unsettled balance of  old professional matters 
which I have not had the opportunity of  closing I offered 
land for it in the time of  my difficulties which was not ac-
cepted and I do not know what has come of  it for years past.

Sunday 13:  I rode out to Hugh’s and returned in the eve-
ning.

Monday 14:  As usual. I am greatly at a loss for clothing for 
my family black and white.

Tuesday 15:  In like manner. We are blessed with good 
health- that is we are not down on our backs which is the test 
of  health in this valley of  death - But all debilitated and worn 
down by the extremes and irregularity of  the climate.

Wednesday 16: Nothing remarkable.

Thursday 17:  As usual - getting warm and dry - Intense 
anxiety among our people - many of  them preparing to leave 
the country - The cry is for Texas with the negroes - a goodly 
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number of  the Secessionists are for running - also our bully-
ing street fighting chaps are busy to get out of  the way -

Friday 18:  As usual - I am much perplexed about my little 
waggon - I cannot get my firewood - Waggons are being 
pressed to remove the stores from this place to Washington 
and the officers pay but little regard either to Justice or prop-
erty. The teams of  certain favored ones of  the Click are per-
mitted to stay at home while little weak establishments not 
able to carry a hogshead of  sugar are pressed into service -

Saturday 19:  In like manner - doing little - spending 
money for a mere living, and an economical one at that.

Sunday 20:  Nothing remarkable - doing little - Ann H. has 
had rather indifferent health since her misfortune of  miscar-
riage -

Monday 21:  As usual - since the rain our garden is begin-
ning to help us some.

Tuesday 22:  In like manner - I am trying to fix up papers 
etc. so as to have them out of  reach of  the enemy if  I should 
be pillaged -

Wednesday 23: Busy and much concerned about my family 
- trying to get in supplies for the anticipated siege - that is - 
scarcity - for I expect to be closely invested by scarcity if  not 
want, whether the enemy appear or not -

Thursday 24:   It seems impossible to get clothing even at 
most fabulous prices - 

Friday 25:  I have such a gang to clothe and feed - that I 
feel my responsibilities severely especially as the prospect 
seems imminent of  losing all of  the blacks capable of  work-
ing -

Saturday 26: I have an additional source of  sorrow, not nec-
essarily growing out of  the war as yet - Henry has taken it 
into his head that he must volunteer to go into the Army - 
not yet 17 - and his services so important to the family in 
such times. He has always been a good boy heretofore, but he 
seems to be led off  by foolish counsels, and his false pride 
aroused, at the expense of  all parental concern or admoni-
tion - He manifests an apparent want of  proper affection for 
his father and family which pierces me deeply - especially 
now that no one is volunteering or going into the army on 
this side of  the river, who can avoid it and those who are 
there are getting away as fast as possible and none doing any 
good - it is so senseless for one to sacrifice himself  under such 
circumstances - Besides the fact that Henry is and has been 
threatened with the same malady as his brothers and I have 
no doubt would fail in a months exposure and perhaps never 
get home. I look upon such an adventure as tantamount to 
losing him and Susan is gradually getting worse and requir-
ing more attention.

Sunday 27:  In low spirits - dragging along thro an anxious 
day and night.

Monday 28: In like manner. The enemy have possession of  
Little Rock and Pine Bluff  and we have constant rumors of  
their advancing into the country -
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Tuesday 29:  In like manner - I had a wakeful night which 
is with me commonly the forerunner of  disease. 

Wednesday 30:  There is a change in the weather and I am 
taking cold - The Government are giving away the corn and 
peas which have been amassed here at such expense and held 
until the weavill have nearly destroyed them- (expecting to 
have to burn them on condition however that they be re-
placed if  no such necessity exists).

573



Thursday 1:  A cool day. We are now having some benefit of  
our sweet potatoes and collards - The latter help out meat very 
much - There seems to be some affinity between a negroes stom-
ach and collards or cabbage - Bacon and collards is the foremost 
dish on their bill of  fare - I have to feed very sparingly on meat 
which is now scarce at $1.00 per lb. for bacon - but a little serves 
to season a good meal of  collards.

Friday 2: A cold morning - Slight frost reported in places - I 
am suffering a good deal with cold and it is affecting my health, 
but not so severely as for two seasons past at the approach of  
cold weather.

Saturday 3:  Feel quite unwell - I am suffering with flatulence, 
which when it fails to pass off  soon lays me up. There must be a 
want of  action in the liver and digestive organs. The children 
are complaining with cold also - Hugh and Julia have come over 
to stay with us until they get possession of  their own house. 
They feel safer in town in case we fall into the hands of  the en-
emy than in the neighborhood -

VICTORY BY BRAGG’S ARMY

❖ The Battle of  Chickamauga, fought September 19–
20, 1863, was the most significant Union defeat in 
the Western Theater and involved the second highest 
number of  casualties in the war following the Battle 
of  Gettysburg.The battle was fought between the Army 
of  the Cumberland under Maj. Gen. William 
Rosecrans and the Confederate Army of  Tennessee 
under Gen. Braxton Bragg, and was named for 
Chickamauga Creek, which ultimately flows into the 
Tennessee River about 3.5 miles northeast of  
downtown Chattanooga.
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Sunday 4: I went to church and heard a good sermon from 
Mr. Freeman at the Presbyterian - I am resigned to my fate 
whatever it may be, and feel sensible that I have been favored 
by my God already more than I have deserved at His hands - 
I doubt not He will provide a way for my helpless children - 
altho it grieves me much to think of  their prospects.

Monday 5: I have handed over to Major Graham, all the 
Confederate paper on hand and we divided the specie on 
hand - He taking about $820 and I about $200. Also the Lou-
isiana paper. He taking about $1450 and I three hundred dol-
lars - so I feel relieved of  a good deal of  responsibility in keep-
ing funds - The above with $200 in gold which I have held in-
dividually is a certain means of  support I have: that is $400 
in specie and $300. La. paper - and that is liable to be taken 
from me - I have removed most of  my valuable papers, notes 
etc. from the safe at the office and have them with me at my 
residence - I am getting supplies as fast as possible - Have al-
ready plenty of  corn, sugar, molasses, salt, and have pur-
chased 65 bushels of  good wheat at Mimm’s Mill, if  I can get 
it home - all at high prices, except the corn, I feel it my duty 
to lay up a supply - altho the probability stares me in the face 
of  its being taken either by the enemy or our own people.

Tuesday 6: My health is not good - suffering with cold, de-
ranged state of  the bowels, and a sort of  debility.

Wednesday 7: I have so many little matters to look after it 
fatigues me daily for nothing can be done aright, or at all, 
when we depend upon others, without pursuing it up closely 
and seeing to it - I have despaired after various efforts of  get-

ting clothing for black and white by purchase, and have set in 
to spinning which brings a new set of  troubles on my hands.

Thursday 8: I am one day nearer to the end of  my earthly 
troubles, I have to be both provider and housekeeper.

Friday 9:  Julia has been suddenly taken down - perhaps an-
other miscarriage, and Susan is worse than ever. My afflic-
tions are only increasing but I am praying for fortitude to 
bear them with proper resignation - I have had my day of  
pleasures and privileges and what may be called prosperity 
and ought to be satisfied - My reflections tell me that if  I had 
the same dear privileges again I would turn them to better ac-
count.

Saturday 10:  The nights have become quite cool - perhaps 
slight frost in some localities!

Sunday 11:  I went to church as usual- Rumors of  the ap-
proach of  the enemy are rife - Quite a panic sprang up about 
11 at night - The officers hurried out their teams and wag-
gons and vehicles with such a hurry, popping, whipping and 
general din that the people aroused from their parlors, cham-
bers and thought the Yankees had us, and for a while one 
would have thought every body was leaving pell mell so I had 
our mules looked after and put under lock and key - and find 
all things quiet again this morning. I expect nothing less than 
to be overrun by the enemy - a sad event to contemplate, but 
it is best to prepare in mind for it.

Monday 12: We learn that the Yankees have made a move-
ment out from Pine Bluff  in this direction, to within about 25 
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miles of  us, but turned their course to Princeton and Tulip, 
some two Regiments.

Tuesday 13: We have reliable information of  an important 
battle and victory by Bragg’s army at Chattanooga over Ro-
sencrantz. This if  pursued up will produce some change in 
the programme of  the War. It is to be hoped some of  the en-
emy’s forces will be withdrawn from this State, which is the 
only means of  relief  to us - As to a defense we are now as we 
have been all the time West of  the Mi.  We have not the offi-
cers to conduct the war - the soldiers have felt and discovered 
this, and they are leaving faster than coming in. Arkansas has 
lost her military spirit and is disgraced by a set of  politicians - 
and of  course incompetent officers. The rush and the effort is 
to keep out of  the army, not to get to it - We are lost to specu-
lation and selfish ends.

No confidence exists in the management of  our affairs - 
When we are invaded and imminent danger is at our doors - 
officers from the army are out making speeches for Buncomb 
- and Post officers get rich out of  the Government - whilst the 
balance of  the officers in command are drinking bad liquor 
whenever they can get it and annoying the industrious people 
of  the country by pressing their teams, etc. to move them and 
their supplies from place to place and destroying the country 
wherever they go. It is not surprising that the soldiers desert, 
and that the few who are at home will not go until forced - 
Truly we are in a hopeless condition in this state.

Wednesday 14: We have tolerably certain information that 
Bragg’s army - reinforced by a part of  Lee's army have badly 
defeated Rosencrantz at Chattanooga - This may relieve us 
measurably as it is likely the enemy will have to withdraw his 
troops from this State.

Thursday 15:  The weather is becoming cold and it is next 
to impossible to procure clothing at any price. I am under the 
necessity of  going to spinning, etc, to try to make it - This is 
a task to me - Julia is quite unwell has had a miscarriage and 
is confined to her bed - I have just paid $45.00 for a pair cot-
ton cards. I have got 12 bushels of  the wheat I bought at 
Mimm’s Mills home at an expense of  near $1.50 for halling - 
I am kept in continual action and anxiety in providing for my 
family - and I regret to have to record that my two boys 
Henry and Dick are of  but little assistance to me in my trou-
bles, especially Dick who seems to have determined to do 
nothing useful to himself  or the family. I fear for his fate, but 
hope that piper years will bring him to a better sense of  duty 
- A very unhappy and selfish - self  willed disposition is now 
manifesting itself  in him - This adds to my mental sufferings.  
Susan is still obliged to be confined to her room except occa-
sionally for a fine hour when sound of  family are about.  An 
unnatural appetite causes her sometimes to gormandize to an 
alarming extent and endangers her general health.  She will 
submit to nothing unless compelled.

Friday 16: I spent the day as usual - Some frost - I have Wil-
lis and my waggon getting firewood for I do not know how 
long I may have either - and I am sorry to say that Henry 
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manifests no disposition to aid me in my troubles, or to apply 
to books or anything for his own improvement. My older chil-
dren were very different.  

Saturday 17: The Feds we learn have returned to Pine 
Bluff  - So our people breathe freer for a time - Several fami-
lies however have left and many more are in preparation for 
a move -

Sunday 18:  Went to church as usual, and heard an excel-
lent sermon from Mr. Freeman addressed to a lamentably 
thin congregation.

Monday 19:  As usual - Some little white frost but every-
thing so dry as not to produce much effect.

Tuesday 20:  We have just begun to use beef  a few days 
past, and it costs 25¢ per lb. The Cholera has killed out the 
hogs to such an extent that there cannot be meat for bacon.

Wednesday 21:  As usual - I have sent Willis and waggon 
up to Mimm’s for more wheat - Doubtful whether he will be 
permitted to make the trip without imprisonment as the 
army have camped in that direction and they are famous for 
such tricks, much more so than for facing the enemy - Such 
hosts of  officers have to be supplied and moved about it ex-
hausts the country as well as the Government to keep them 
up in their folly and extravagance.

Thursday 22: As usual - except that we have some rain - 
slow and light - 

Friday 23: As usual.

Saturday 24:  Willis reached home - all safe with his load of  
flour handsomely done up - This gives me relief  and gratifies 
all - for flour has been very scarce for some months past. It 
costs me about 22 1/2¢ including time and trouble. We had 
quite a cheerful supper table in the enjoyment of  the fine 
new flour and fresh butter.

Sunday 25:  The excitement about military matters intense. 
The news from Chattanooga not so favorable as we had 
heard. We had a considerable victory, dearly purchased, but 
Rosencrantz has not been routed. I failed to go to church to-
day. It was too late before I came up town.

Monday 26: I spent the day as usual full of  anxiety, and try-
ing to fix as well as possible for the expected dominion of  the 
Yankees. Nothing can be done now without strict personal at-
tention and I have the additional trouble on my hands of  an 
attempt to have spinning done to make some cloth, having en-
tirely failed to buy - Also Julia’s sickness and the mumps be-
ing in the family embarrasses our efforts.

Tuesday 27: In like manner - we have considerable white 
frost.

Wednesday 28:  As usual. I am tired every night - Seeing to 
so many little necessary family arrangements and some busi-
ness which belongs to the office, - I do not however attempt 
to do any new business in the office and have closed up. We 
are getting our corn. Have made about 160 bushels which 
helps some -
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Thursday 29:  We are digging our potatoes - Had a killing 
frost this morning -

Friday 30:  As usual, busy, and anxious, - Marmadukes cav-
alry command are quartering upon us which is next thing to 
the Yankees from reputation where they have been - The city 
looks like a military Camp.

Saturday 31:  Spent the day in great anxiety but am trying 
to submit to the Will of  Him who rules over all with due resig-
nation - I am blessed with good health - Julia is better and 
moved up home this evening. But my poor child Susan is still 
no better. Very seldom comes out of  her room and then for 
only a little while.  Her mind is almost entirely unhinged and 
her countenance shows insanity.  It is truly distressing to me 
that she will not sit in the room or eat at the table where I 
am.  But I am resigned to whatever befalls me.
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Sunday 1:  Went to church and spent the day as nearly in ac-
cordance with the Christian Character as I could, my little moth-
erless children by my side. Henry went to ElDorado yesterday to 
stay with his sister Margt while Mr. Carleton is absent. We (the 
family) are all provided tolerably well with supplies if  we can 
keep them. The incessant industry and energy of  Mr. Carleton, 
and economy of  Margt. counts in the present state of  things. 
They are abundantly provided. Mr. Bracy and Ann also are well 
provided with all the necessaries and as much of  the luxuries as 
the times will allow - Neither have felt the want of  any of  the es-
sential comforts of  life as yet. Hugh also is getting his supplies 
over from the farm, and if  no accident happens will shortly be 
very well provided.

Monday 2: I spent the day as usual - Weather warm for the sea-
son.

Tuesday 3:  In like manner. We have had some rain but not 
heavy - We are digging our potatoes - A light crop perhaps forty 
bushels from about 3/4 of  an acre -

LIFE GOES ON

❖ “I spent the day as usual. Have procured two hogs 
towards my next years supply and packed them very 
carefully - costing by a turn over in salt which I 
exchanged 25¢. This is only half  the market price 
and there will scarcely be a hog left young or old, lean 
or fat after Christmas. The army are destroying or 
pressing all.”

579

SEVERE FREEZING TONIGHT

November 1863



Wednesday 4:  This is the day for election of  our Members 
of  Congress - I took a somewhat more active part than I ever 
expected to do again. It had been hoped that this terrible, 
desolating war would have quieted down the party whose 
course among us precipitated us into it on wrong principles 
(Secession) but they are even more pressing for the promotion 
of  their clique and them alone than before - The present 
(old) member has made himself  conspicuous in working for 
them, more than for the public good and I thought he ought 
to be turned out - And hence took the field. We carved a ma-
jority for Garland who is conservative, and altho formerly act-
ing with the Democratic party, not now recognized as a "Si-
mon Pure" of  52 in the City --

Thursday 5:  Healthy pleasant weather - Fagan’s Brigade 
say 8 or 900 are encamped here and Marmaduke’s cavalry 
have been ordered to Washington. We are rejoiced at the Ex-
change.

Friday 6: As usual. We are in that sort of  suspense which is 
almost as bad as actual subjection to the power of  the enemy, 
for we feel that such is to be our fate, sooner or later, on this 
side of  the Mississippi at least.

Saturday 7:  Weather clear and pleasant. We have little of  
the comforts of  a bracing, healthful and dry atmosphere - 
and this (autumn) is the only pleasant season we have here. 
The health of  the City and Army are good - One of  my old 
servants Polly has died - from the infirmities of  old age - She 
has served us for many years and I afforded her as comfort-
able a situation as I well could in her decline and last illness 

which has been protracted - I feel more sympathy for my ser-
vants than in times when they seemed to be worth far more - 
for they are and will be sufferers without any agency in bring-
ing about the present troubles. They have been forced on 
them as well as me - and while we may have to loose their 
services, they will be made truly miserable wretches -

Sunday 8:  Went to church as usual - Very pleasant weather 
- Frost at night, days cool and clear - affording us a slight par-
ticipation in the healthful, buoyant feelings of  the mountain-
eer.

Monday 9:  I spent the day mainly in fixing up papers for 
the Probate Court, and preparing to send my waggon and 
team out to Mim’s Mill for flour which I have purchased (in 
wheat) at that place by way of  providing against famine next 
year -

Tuesday 10:  As usual - Julia is sick again - No news of  im-
portance -

Wednesday 11:  In like manner - I am reading a novel 
(Waverly) which notwithstanding my admiration of  Scott - I 
happened to have passed by. The project of  the story was so 
dry, occupying about one fourth of  the book that I had here-
tofore dropped. it. Taking it altogether now I find it pretty 
good, but much inferior to most of  his others in interest. I go 
to sleep early after a supper of  buttermilk, with batter cakes 
of  shorts, served with molasses and fresh butter - Then arise 
early and attend to my pigs, poultry, etc. - have a tolerably 
early breakfast - next reel the previous days spinning and at-
tend to other domestic matters - I carry my own keys.
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Thursday 12:  Julia is very sick- considered dangerous - and 
I fear Hugh's health will suffer by the fatigue and loss of  
sleep, and deep anxiety - I am much depressed -

Friday 13:  As usual. There is a probability of  our not being 
overrun by the Feds for some time: but the country & town is 
being exhausted by our own troops so as to threaten a fam-
ine. There is nothing we can call our own - We know not how 
soon our property may be taken from us by stealth or vio-
lence - Some parts of  our Army are half  licensed thieves - Fa-
gan’s brigade, which is stationed here is kept in better order 
than most others - It is wrong that citizens and the Army 
should occupy the same walks when it can be avoided --

Saturday 14:  Another Brigade of  Cavalry (Parson’s) has ar-
rived here, mostly Texan - We will suffer now - One item of  
good fortune brightened this day - Mr. Bracy succeeded in 
getting our two waggons and teams home safe with flour 
from Mim’s which we had feared has been taken by the Mar-
madukes - We had also feared that our waggons and teams 
and drivers would be pressed by our Army which is en-
camped up in that neighborhood in a fine state of  “masterly 
inactivity" devouring the substance of  the country.  Gen'l Par-
sons occupied my Viser house today.

Sunday 15:  I spent the sabbath as usual. Our City is like a 
military camp - Stealing is going on, at a bold rate - Hogs 
stand no change to escape if  they can be got at. They are 
even taken out of  the pens in the yards of  poor families.

Monday 16:  A new scene of  distress presented itself  today. 
Mrs. Martin of  Dallas (County) reached here, on her way 

South, having been first depredated largely by our Mar-
madukes and then pillaged by the Yankees - and many of  
their servants had gone to the Yankees - She had not a man 
to drive her waggon and scarcely decent dress to travel in, 
while Col. Martin (having been taken and parolled was 
obliged to leave some days previous and she was ignorant 
where he was and fearful of  his fate. To see so happy and so 
estimable a family so suddenly ruined and a lady which I had 
so many evidences of  kindness to me and my family so sud-
denly rendered supremely miserable, bears hard upon my 
nervous system. She sat a short time while her father was at-
tending to some business, went through the forms of  eating 
her dinner and left for Louisiana where she was in hopes of  
meeting her husband - What vengeance is due to the authors 
of  this execrable war--

Tuesday 17: I am vegetating as usual - The soldiers stealing 
or depredating whatever they can get their hands upon. I still 
however feel thankful that is no worse. I still have enough of  
the necessaries to be comfortable if  I could avoid looking at 
the future.

Wednesday 18:  As usual. Various rumors of  the success of  
Bragg’s army at Chattanooga but I do not believe any of  
them. I look upon that as a possible turing point of  the war - 
at all events if  we have to fall back from, that point, we are 
"gone under " as the phrase goes. I am satisfied we will never 
have the enemy in a better fix to ruin him-

Thursday 19:  In like manner - We have delightful weather
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Friday 20:  Mr. Carleton is up - looks well and reports all 
well at home. He is looking out for a situation in the army as 
he says he is not satisfied to remain at home any longer altho 
over the conscript age -

Saturday 21:  I am amusing myself  occasionally in a novel - 
Scott’s - almost the only novels I have ever thought worth the 
time consumed in reading them -

Sunday 22:  My housekeeping duties and attention to my 
family and their clothing and supplies occupy nearly all my 
time - Indeed I am much engrossed with them - I have been 
provident, quiet and careful but a heavy task is thrown upon 
me.

To live without earthly hopes is a dreadful state of  existence 
such is very nearly my condition. But I pray God that he will 
sanctify these same calamities to the good of  our souls, and 
that the absence of  earthly hopes may be more than compen-
sated by spiritual assurances of  a "far more excellent reward" 
in Heaven - I heard as usual a good sermon from Mr. Free-
man -

Monday 23:.  I spent the day as usual. Have procured two 
hogs towards my next years supply and packed them very 
carefully - costing by a turn over in salt which I exchanged 
25¢. This is only half  the market price and there will scarcely 
be a hog left young or old, lean or fat after Christmas. The 
army are destroying or pressing all. 

Tuesday 24:  Mr. Carleton was annoyed by an arrest under 
the Conscript law at this place but was enabled to extricate 
himself. Some of  those who were secret enemies at home 
brought it about. It is well in times like these to be without 
enemies.

Wednesday 25:  It is settled that Garland is elected to Con-
gress in this District. This turns out of  place Royston, who 
had honours, because he was one of  the "whole Hog" radi-
cals, "Fire Eating” democrat and proved himself  to be such 
in active operations in having appointments made in this 
State from that click regardless of  qualifications-

Thursday 26:  As usual - I am progressing with spinning op-
erations. My women spin each 5 cuts per day and I do the 
reeling myself, so I hope we will be able to clothe the family 
after a while. It has given me much concern this fall - and I 
saw no other alternative but to go at it with energy and perse-
verance. It is hard to get it woven after it is spun but I am get-
ting some 22 yards Jeans woven for spinning. The weavers 
will not work for Confederate money.

Friday 27:  Heavy rain and a considerable storm at night. 
Busy as usual in domestic matters. It has turned suddenly 
cold and I have had much unhappiness for two or three 
nights past by the sufferings of  my dear little daughter Clara 
with tooth ache and neuralgia. It has yielded partially to a 
large dose of  Quinine and morphine.

Saturday 28:  It has turned suddenly very cold since the 
storm - severe freezing tonight.
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Sunday 29:  So cold I did not attend preaching today - I 
had with me last night two gentlemen from Drew County - 
one of  whom I knew at Memphis when he was young - Mr. 
Rowlet. They are in an old mans company here and seemed 
to enjoy my fireside very much. Indeed the very fact of  hav-
ing in better days lived in the same city and having enjoyed 
the same high privileges in by gone days made us feel near, 
altho not particularly intimate at that time.

Monday 30: I spent as usual. I am much perplexed to get 
what little I have out of  the way of  the thieving soldiers and 
their emissaries the negroes. I will have to break up Henry's 
place. I have what little stock remains in the field but at great 
risk.
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Tuesday 1:   Another birthday closes my 63rd year. This morn-
ing finds me in fine vigorous health, compared with what is 
usual to me. The past year has been one of  mental suffering, 
deep anxiety and dejection. The deepest sorrow of  my life has 
been reserved until the past year. I sit here alone brooding over 
my loss - Bad enough to loose suddenly and without self  re-
proach the labors and toils of  years - to loose the children of  mu-
tual affection in the midst of  high promise and prospect - To 
loose the liberties and the brightest hopes of  the nation, but all 
these losses put together seem small to me compared with the 
loss of  my Sainted Companion - This is the bitterest agony of  
all. This loss is irreparable. The World has not wherewith to 
make it up. My only consolation is to look to a better, - and then 
my own unworthiness besets me - yet I will not despair. I will 
trust in the merciful goodness of  Him who rules and disposes of  
all things according to his own pleasure.

Wednesday 2:  In my usual routine of  duty - I keep my keys - 
give out every meal - superintend most of  my domestic affairs, 
which keeps me busy - something is to be looked after almost 
every hour in the day. We live in a very plain economical man-

EARLY DIARY (1820-1822)

❖ “I occasionally look up my early history as it appears 
from my Journal in the early part of  my life, and 
derive not only sober amusement from its details but 
much food for reflection. I compare notes with my later 
history. ... Altho I committed many errors and was 
guilty of  much folly I have been guided by an unseen 
hand through all perils, mainly perhaps through the 
means of  an upright education in early youth, and the 
pious example of  parents.“

❖ The early dairy is housed at the Arkansas History 
Commission in Little Rock.
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ner. This is necessary now for I have very little income, and 
the expense of  supporting such a family as I have these times 
is vastly heavy - 50 cts. lb for pork 25 for beef  - and every-
thing else in proportion, and we cannot send our waggon to 
the country for supplies, nor a boy on horseback, on account 
of  the soldiers - such a disgraceful want of  discipline in our 
Army and such depravity among the men - I have to keep my 
pigs in the yard and make them sleep under the house.

Thursday 3:  In like manner - News from the East side of  
the river scanty and conflicting - The great point of  Interest 
is Chattanooga. I took upon that as probably the turning 
point of  the War. If  Bragg’s army routs the Feds there and 
clears Tennessee - it will look like matters were in our favor - 
But if  we are driven back thence I believe there will be but 
little hope for us - We have reports both ways - but nothing 
official - or entitled to much credit -

Friday 4: In like manner - I have a good supply of  all but 
meat and clothing for the next year, and am buying up qui-
etly, having but little to do with the World. I read some, and 
teach my children. I have gone into winter’s quarters - Our 
armies in the West are doing nothing but consuming and de-
stroying the country - The Yankees have made another raid 
within 20 miles of  us -

Saturday 5: As usual. We are spinning as fast as possible but 
cannot supply the needful in the way of  clothing as yet. We 
have a piece of  Jeans in process of  weaving now from which I 
have out a suit for Ed. This is the first fruit of  our labors.

Sunday 6:  As usual. Heard a good sermon and reflected 
much.

Monday 7: As usual. I live with much regularity arise early 
and go to rest early - eat moderate meals of  good, sound sub-
stantial food and strive to keep as well composed in mind as 
possible. Of  all situations in life that I have experienced I 
never could have so greatly felt the want of  the affectionate 
society of  my dear companion with such force - altho I derive 
much comfort from the company of  my children.

Tuesday 8: In like manner.

Wednesday 9: I am preparing lists for the Confederate tax - 
the first direct tax I have ever paid. This tax is high but it is 
better that we should be paying something towards the sup-
port of  the war as it progresses. If  it could be honestly col-
lected and accounted for it would benefit the cause without 
oppressing the people. It will have a tendency to sustain the 
Confed. money but taking in a good deal of  it. I approve of  
the tax if  it shall be made to bear as it should on all who 
come within its provisions.

Thursday 10:  As usual. Our ears greeted with the echoes 
of  music and mirth almost every night. Several families, and 
particularly the girls here manifest their fondness for the com-
pany of  the officers (or as familiarly called "Brass Buttons") 
Parties are given and things seem to be moving on with as 
much glee among that class, as tho we were free - Queer? - 
Would it not look more becoming for the officers to be pre-
paring for the defense of  the country and holding their sol-
diers down to discipline which would prevent the pillage of  
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the small means of  support which the widows and orphans 
of  soldiers and others possess. One of  the largest and latest 
of  these parties came off  on the very night on which the Yan-
kees were destroying with very small force the neighboring 
town of  Princeton and vicinity within 20 to thirty miles of  us 
- a part of  the small force we had there were captured and 
the balance came away while we had cavalry enough within 
a days ride to have taken every rascal of  the enemy!

Friday 11:  I spent the day and night as usual. I feel that I 
am in Winter Quarters. My only employment to try to live 
and find a support for myself  and family - trying to lay up 
and provide, or hide away something for the year - for I have 
nothing that I can call my own. The claim of  the plundering 
soldiers - the speculating, fraudulent press-men, or the Yan-
kees, being likely to be paramount to mine at any time. Such 
is the character of  most of  our idle armies that nothing is 
safe which they can carry away or break down especially the 
Texan Cavalry. We dread the crisis and the humiliating fact, 
but there is not a doubt the Mass of  the people would feel 
more safe, if  once reduced to a dependence on the Yankees 
authorities than our own cavalry.

Saturday 12:   We are still crowded with soldiers, and offi-
cers - nearly as many of  the latter as the former. Regardless 
of  the interests of  the owners, the officers take possession of  
the best houses and the soldiers take fences, loose plank, lum-
ber and materials and even pull down or rip up the plank 
from houses unoccupied breaking open the doors without 
even enquiring for the owner. The citizens would make the 

sacrifice freely if  anything was doing for their benefit or de-
fense, but year after year passes things getting worse and noth-
ing done but to keep up officers, idle, living on the labors of  
the people and to be pillaged, taxed and plundered by sol-
diers and army stragglers who never fought a battle nor ad-
vanced on an invading foe -

Sunday 13:  Went to church as usual and I hope not with-
out benefit - endeavoring to compose my thoughts and fix 
them on a better World.  For surely there is little in this which 
is worth striving for, unless it be to do the will of  our Master 
in obedience to his commands.

Monday 14:  As usual. Time is dragging along - I am get-
ting my pigs, and poultry, fodder, corn and tools of  every de-
scription as far as possible in my yard - living like hermits - 
cast off  from Newspapers and almost all communication with 
the balance of  the world - constantly threatened by a power-
ful and triumphant foe consumed by an indolent and demor-
alized army among us - pretending to defend us - I go but lit-
tle out and by way of  pastime read, sometimes novels - some-
times history, etc.

Tuesday 15:  In like manner. The winter is becoming rather 
rugged - Hard freezing and tolerable severe weather - But we 
have had a pleasant autumn - such a climate as would brace 
up the weak and retain the vigor of  the strong - If  it could 
but continue - This however is the only pleasant season to me 
in the year. Three months of  Fall here is worth all the bal-
ance of  the year, so far as healthful enjoyment is concerned. 
But now Winter with its sudden changes, clouds, damp chill-
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ing winds - one day severe heat with mists and almost Fog, 
the next - the piercing North wind, piercing and penetrating 
the relaxed system - Oh! that I could be transferred with 
mine to some more bracing genial climate such as the fall just 
past reminds me of  -

Wednesday 16:  As usual. The dull routine of  a hopeless 
life is yet protracted.

Thursday 17:  Spent the day as usual.

Friday 18:  We are advised that Margaret has another 
daughter, and is doing well - My 7th G.daughter without a 
single G.son living - I much regret I cannot go to see Marg’t 
but my charge here is such in such times that I cannot leave -

Saturday 19: I occasionally look up my early history as it 
appears from my Journal in the early part of  my life, and de-
rive not only sober amusement from its details but much food 
for reflection. I compare notes with my later history. Few 
men who have lived so long and thro so many vicissitudes 
have changed so little their opinions in all general and impor-
tant matters of  religion, politicks and sentiment. Altho I com-
mitted many errors and was guilty of  much folly I have been 
guided by an unseen hand through all perils, mainly perhaps 
through the means of  an upright education in early youth, 
and the pious example of  parents. 

Sunday 20:  To church heard a good sermon from that 
good man - Mr. Freeman. 

Monday 21:  After going through my morning job of  real-
ing the last preceding days spinning (say 10 cuts by two spin-

sters) I attended to other domestic matters and read Scots 
novels untill 10 at night.  The weather is cold but mild - I live 
almost as regular as clock work.

Tuesday 22:  It might not be useless for future examination 
to give a synopsis of  a days doing.  Arose a little before day 
light - to the kitchen to see how things were starting off  there 
- out to the pigs and the poultry - fed both and saw that they 
had escaped the thieves another night. Heard Ed’s morning 
lesson. Took a light breakfast of  biscuit, fresh butter and 
meal coffee.  Heard another lesson - realed the spinning of  
the previous day. Walked down street, calling at Mr. Bracy’s - 
enquired for news, got nothing of  interest - chatted with two 
or three old men a few moments on the signs of  the times - 
scolded Dick for neglecting his lesson and riding out on a bor-
rowed horse where he had no business - gave out dinner - say 
small piece of  bacon with cabbage and sweet potatoes - read 
a chapter - dined with my little chaps and had to chide all of  
them for contradicting each other at the table. Lay down be-
fore the fire half  an hour with my feet to the fire read a chap-
ter and looked over some papers, receipts, etc, with a view to 
a settlement - Had a paling nailed on which had come off. 
The old sow got out of  the pen - had her put back - front 
gate left open - could not ascertain who done it. Soldier stole 
an an(?) from one of  the neighbors and took possession of  
one of  my houses down town without leave - Had to see 
about it - came back fed my pigs and poultry - Gave out sup-
per - Eggs and shorts for batter cakes also for breakfast - flour 
for biscuit. See that Susan has a fire and a supper sent to her.  
Ed is distressed about his gallowses - Dick is altogether impor-
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tunate about the making of  his Jeans britches - Eat our sup-
per - hot cakes, butter and butter milk - have to settle a dis-
pute between Clara and Ed whose night it is to sleep with me 
- Neither willing to sleep with Dick - Am just informed that 
the soldiers are taking my fodder out at Henrys place - took 
the cross cut saw from the same place. Have no place to put 
the fodder in safety - Children go to bed - I take my book 
read a while - and at last after 10 o'clock retire to bed myself, 
reflecting how little besides care and disappointment there is 
in this World-----

Wednesday 23:  Henry came up from ElDorado - glad to 
see him - He is cooled down about going to the army - His 
mind in a better mood since he went away - a change of  cir-
cumstances is of  service to children when they become rest-
less, especially if  they have proper associates - Our webb of  
Jeans is out and the two boys have their clothes!

Thursday 24:  Made some cake etc. for Christmas to please 
the children - all excitement about the cake - glad they can 
be happy - Feel gloomy myself  - news from abroad unfavor-
able to the South - prospects worse and worse -

Friday 25: CHRISTMAS has again rolled around a "Jar-
ring World" and finds our Country in a desolate condition. 
Our currency has depreciated from about 2 1/2 to one - to 
(now) 10 for $1.00 in gold. We have lost the States of  Missis-
sippi, Tennessee and 3/4 of  Arkansas since last Christmas. 
We are more strictly blockaded than ever. We have our whole 
strength in the field and all reasonable hopes of  foreign inter-
vention at an end - And this is not the worst - a very large 

portion of  the people, if  not the soldiers have seen so much 
to condemn in the officers and employees of  the Government 
- such a lack of  discipline - so much selfishness and fraud in 
the Q.Master and Commissary department and such general 
demoralization in most quarters of  the Army that the pres-
tige of  success is evidently gone.  Nothing but miracles could 
now save us from disgraceful failure. We have neither the 
hearts, the men nor the means of  vindicating ourselves effec-
tually. 

We dined at Hugh's and spent the day pleasantly, partaking 
of  a good dinner in a family capacity. But there is a void to 
me which earth can’t fill up. There is a seat vacant at the fam-
ily board. My thoughts are there. I am only present at times - 
in the midst of  the company. She is not here: Why should I 
be here? Much as I love my children and much as they tend 
to alleviate my bereavement - still there is that within which 
tells me I can never be the same man again. My loss is irrepa-
rable. This is the first Holiday I have spent without her and it 
is no time of  festivity to me - at every turn little circum-
stances bring up her Angelic face before my imagination.

Saturday 26: I spent the day as usual. The dejection of  last 
night when I returned to my lonely bed under the influence 
of  renewed sorrow seems to have left a sting in my heart. I 
am not that I have been - I never again can be on this earth - 
something short of  fixed melancholy has taken possession of  
me-
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Sunday 27:  Went to church - Heard a good sermon - Went 
to dine with Ann and the balance of  the family. Had a very 
fine dinner - It did not exhilarate me - But on the contrary re-
minded me of  the dinners on similar occasions which were 
graced by the model wife and mother, now lost to her family 
- I hope too she is not lost to us - Her example should be of  
precious value to us all.

Monday 28:  Attended to some business matters - This is a 
drag upon me - There is no security for what we have, and of  
coarse but little stimulus to success in any kind of  business. 
When we sow we have no assurance that we will ever reap -- 
The weather has taken a sudden turn to very severe freezing. 
Tonight is probably the hardest freeze ever known in this lati-
tude.

Tuesday 29:  Thermometer 2 or 3 degrees below Zero. I do 
not go out into the street at all -

Wednesday 30:  We are making fires and sitting by them. I 
am teaching the children and reading Rob Roy which inter-
ests me more than ever before - read untill 10 o'clock - I can 
but be thankful for my comforts, at a good fire in a comfort-
able room, with a downy bed and ample clothing to protect 
me, surrounded by my dear little family all comfortable, 
amidst plenty of  the substantials of  life - Yet even this happy 
picture loses most its charms upon the thought how short its 
duration may be - surrounded as we are with the worst im-
pending evils of  civil war -

Thursday 31:  Unprecedented freezing as usual - a light 
snow - the ground frozen at least 3 inches deep - ice generally 

from 3 to 4 inches and the surface all covered more or less 
with ice. The children have taken bad colds with severe 
cough and some fever - I am now making every exertion to 
get a web ready for the women’s clothes. They are needy - by 
good arrangements in the early part of  the blockade I did not 
suffer for clothing untill now - from this time on we will have 
our troubles - and as to purchasing- it is simply out of  the 
question - I had but little idea of  the trouble of  making cloth 
and clothing a family at home before. Ann has undertaken to 
weave this piece say 50 yds plain -- Meat is a great difficulty. I 
have not near enough and cannot send out to the country to 
get it for the thieves, pressmen and Government Robbers. I 
am under the necessity of  doing with about half  rations. I 
have been more needy before but never in my life felt so poor 
- We are overrun and to be eaten out by our own idle army, 
nearly half  of  which are inefficient, arrogant and supernu-
merary officers - There is necessarily a want of  proper re-
spect and sympathy between the Army and the people. We 
are exposed to the evils of  the most exhausting state of  war - 
with out being sensible of  any of  the benefits of  noble efforts 
- and I might say in conclusion, by way of  winding up this 
Journal this last day of  the year - That I for one am satisfied 
now that our cause is lost. Still the horrors of  war only begin.
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Chapter 13

This is the year that that the Union Army comes to 

Camden. In the movie, Lincoln, a 2012 American 

historical drama directed and produced by Steven 

Spielberg, the opening scene involves the President 

talking to African-American soldiers as they recount what 

happened at the Battle of  Poison Springs as well as the 

latter Battle of  Jenkin’s Ferry.  These two battles are 

bookends around the occupation of  Camden.
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Friday 1:  An eventful year has closed and without any clearing 
away of  the clouds - nothing in the present exhilarating - Noth-
ing in the future hopeful - Many of  the strongest ties which 
bound me to life have been severed and I now study to live as up-
rightly before God and man as I can, consoled by the fact that 
the days of  sorrow and desolation are but for a short season to 
me at the farthest. My race is well nigh run. What is to happen 
to the country or to myself  or family within the next 12 months 
no mortal knows but to live here in our present outlawed condi-
tion is to reduce the privileges of  living to a very low rate of  
value-

Saturday 2: I spent the day as usual - Weather still intensely 
cold-

Sunday 3: I remained at home most of  the day. I have not 
gone down street for some days.

Monday 4:  At home all day, reading, examining old papers 
etc. and attending to the children. I have much trouble in keep-
ing what I have out of  the way of  thieves - My cabbages are all 
frozen- This hurts pumpkins also- Sweet potatoes not hurt very 

CAMDEN FORTIFICATION

❖ “The old imbecile Holmes has at length made his 
headquarters here - I cannot hope for anything bold or 
enterprizing while he has the command here. They are 
now (as they call it) fortifying this place - We see on 
the little hills some little places thrown up - after 
having pretty well destroyed all the cotton, which is 
now given up with nearly all the rope and bagging off  
it, and scattered through the camps and thrown into the 
river for miles.”
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seriously they having been tolerably well cared for in the cel-
lar - I read every night until about 10.

Tuesday 5: In my usual retired habits - generally busy at 
something - I have sold some $50 worth of  Muscovy Ducks, 
butter & eggs. I find it expedient to turn every little matter to 
account since my business has ceased and expenses so heavy - 
I am giving strict attention to my home affairs - live economi-
cally on plain sound fare - altho it is very uncertain whether 
we will ever enjoy what we save, still duty seems to direct us 
to care and vigilance in husbanding what little we have - If  
we keep it - all will be well and if  we lose it we have only 
done our duty and lost our labor -

Wednesday 6:  Weather still continuously severe - No thaws 
yet. Henry has returned from Eldorado - I am gratified to 
find that he is impressed with more sober thoughts about his 
course than some time ago. He has declined volunteering in 
the service untill he arrives at the proper age - and is turning 
his attention to study a part of  his time--

Thursday 7: As usual. Almost all the family have had an at-
tack of  severe cold - accompanied with fever. It wears off  
however in five or six days without much medicine.

Friday 8:  Once a celebrated day by the American peoples 
but now almost lost sight of  -- It always did seem to me an un-
fortunate day - Altho we rejoiced at the success of  our Arms - 
Queer - was not the result unhappy for our country? Gen’l 
Jackson would never have been placed in a position which 
would have enabled him to control the destinies of  the nation 
- Democracy would not have been able to override sober prin-

ciples and proscribe sound Statesmen. Conservative, constitu-
tional principles would have prevailed perhaps for ages to 
come - and we would not now be, as we are, involved in a 
desolating and hopeless war with our own people - without 
government, without protection, almost without resources 
and living as slaves to military power -

Saturday 9:  As usual - The freeze still unrelaxed. I have 
kept close quarters since the severe cold -

Sunday 10:  Did not attend church - Indeed there was no 
preaching for Military authority has removed the stove pipes 
from the churches. Read and reflected much.

Monday 11:  The Southern cause is putting on a very mel-
ancholy aspect.  Much hopes had been entertained of  impor-
tant success by Bragg’s Army at Chattanooga - Indeed it 
seemed to me a turning point in the War if  it ever could turn 
in our favor - That hope is swept away and Bragg has again 
been forced to fall back. Whilst our Armies here in the West 
are destroying the country as fast as the Yankees could wish, 
and doing nothing to better our condition. Truly our future is 
dark. Our officers are either incompetent or indifferent and 
so they can be well situated themselves do not seem to care 
for anything more, judging from the course they pursue - 
The people and the peoples rights seem to be lost sight of  - 
The country is being rapidly exhausted without a blow struck 
in defense -

Tuesday 12:  The dilapidation of  the town and suburbs is 
fast in progress. We cannot keep a stack of  fodder - a horse 
or mule - a hog or fat beef, or any thing to eat or wear unless 
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under lock and key and that in our yard or under our own 
eye - while every vacant house in town is torn down or ren-
dered useless - or occupied without the consent of  the owner 
by some of  the upstart officers who are lying up idle drinking 
liquor and revelling at their ease. Mills, shops, tanyards and 
etc. all engrossed by the military and nothing doing - The sol-
diers which were equal perhaps to any, being demoralized by 
want of  discipline and inactivity.

Wednesday 13:  As usual - Low spirited and despondent - 
Spend most of  my time with my little children - Clara and 
Ed are progressing with their books - Dick gives me much 
trouble -

Thursday 14:  In like manner - The old imbecile Holmes 
has at length made his headquarters here - I cannot hope for 
anything bold or enterprizing while he has the command 
here. They are now (as they call it) fortifying this place - We 
see on the little hills some little places thrown up - after hav-
ing pretty well destroyed all the cotton, which is now given up 
with nearly all the rope and bagging off  it, and scattered 
through the camps and thrown into the river for miles. While 
I speak so lightly of  the old commander and officers gener-
ally, there are some exceptions to be made, which I think un-
der competent heads would have distinguished themselves - 
In a word, we commenced wrong in the West - and have con-
tinued to get worse - There is an entire want of  Chivalry 
now---

Friday 15: As usual. The weather is becoming milder but 
the ground frozen yet.

Saturday 16:  In like manner - I have not yet succeeded in 
getting half  enough meat for the year. Indeed I felt less anx-
ious about it, fearing that I could not keep it - first that the 
Yanks would get it and next that the army would steal or 
what is pretty much the same thing take it by military author-
ity -

Sunday 17:  I spent the day at home - read my bible and in-
structed the children --

Monday 18: I am quite concerned about getting into the 
loom a piece of  cloth for the negroes clothes which they need 
very much - Ann H. has undertaken to weave it and it is a 
rough job -

Tuesday 19:  I am still pressing the spinning process - 10 
cuts per day the task for two spinners - We have almost given 
up cooking and housekeeping in order to get along with the 
clothing. And the women have all been complaining since the 
cold weather.

Wednesday 20:  As usual. Prospects of  the War worse than 
ever. I am more and more convinced that a war of  almost ex-
termination is upon us. It is horrible to think of.

Thursday 21:  We as a people, as a favored nation have 
"grievously offended" and grievously are we answering for it. 
We most flagrantly abused the high privileges which kind 
Heaven bestowed upon us and we ought not to murmur 
when we meet with Just Chastisement at the hands of  a Just 
God -- Political Ambition ruined us Democracy threw the 
power into the hands of  Ambitious, depraved disagreeing 
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men - They so proscribed all others as to arouse all others 
who could not and would not yield to democratic corruption 
to combine and resist that corrupt sway even at the expense 
of  their own liberties and peace. This state of  feeling gave 
strength to the abolitionists, by a common resistance to the 
arrogant party - and it has at length resulted in will nigh ruin-
ing all.

Friday 22:  As usual. The weather is now pleasant - clear 
and healthy -

Saturday 23:  In like manner. We are enjoying a little sea-
son of  that bracing frosty atmosphere, which so seldom is ex-
perience here - cool but uniform and mild. Alas! how short 
the duration of  such seasons in this fickle climate - Just 
enough to make us feel the contrast between this and the in-
vigorating air of  old Kentucky. 

Sunday 24:  I attended preaching as usual - Ann and her lit-
tle ones spent the day with us - Among all discouragements it 
is reviving to have an affectionate family around us.

Monday 25:  Things are still getting worse with us - The 
town and country are kept in constant dread of  thieves and 
robbers - Everything out of  hand, and moveable is either sto-
len - taken by strong hand or under pretext of  the necessity 
of  War - Whilst our army is doing nothing but exhausting the 
country and destroying even the wives and children of  sol-
diers who are kept in the army, and not allowed to see their 
families for years perhaps.

Tuesday 26:  I am giving careful attention to my domestic 
matters - sell some butter $3.00 per lb. Ducks for $3.00 Eggs 
for same per doz. I am acting on the principle that altho eve-
rything is in jeopardy, the right way is to use all our exertions, 
honestly to provide and strictly to husband all the means in 
our power for the support of  our families, and in case of  
need to help other cases of  necessity. The prospect of  losing 
all should only cause us to be more careful and turn even the 
small means that are available to the best account - Our cur-
rency has nearly "played out" - I was pleased to get $30. in 
Gold the other day for $300. in Confederate. I am pushing 
the spinning as much as practicable and have almost ceased 
cooking in order to avoid interrupting its progress.

Wednesday 27:  In like manner. The pleasant, healthy 
weather continues longer than usual - but is becoming gradu-
ally full warm for the season of  the year. We have had an-
other destructive fire, originating at and consuming the 
Ouachitta house, not known whether set on fire or not.

Thursday 28:  My waggon returned last evening from 
Mim’s Mill - a trip of  near five days with a load of  flour, etc. 
out of  the lot of  wheat I had deposited there - This gives me 
an ample supply of  that article and some to barter for meat 
of  which I am short -

Friday 29:  I rode out 9 miles into the country to a sale - for 
the first time this winter - so closely have I been confined to 
home for the last year that I felt out of  place at a gathering in 
the country - I bought nothing and returned early.
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Saturday 30:  As usual - I am in fine health and feel im-
proved by the past two weeks of  mild bracing weather. We 
have a change today - warm with light rain.

Sunday 31:  Went to church as usual. Spent the balance of  
the day in instructing the two children - as for Dick I have 
given him up for the present. I have awful forebodings about 
him. Not only averse to study or improve himself  - but so self-
ish - rash and willful that I confess I am greatly at a loss to 
know how to manage him - He gives me great uneasiness -
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Monday 1:   Weather wet and warm. The river in good boat-
ing condition. The work of  destruction still going on in the City 
and country. Robbery & burglary the order of  the day but noth-
ing doing for the defense of  the State, except keeping up the 
name and the forms of  an Army and gradually wearing out the 
substance of  the people - The tax which the people pay up 
cheerfully was amply sufficient to have sustained all the Army 
we have in this State had it been correctly managed and prop-
erly used, but where there is neither capacity nor nobility of  feel-
ing among the authorities, and only a selfish disposition for their 
own ease and gratification, they are not safe Guardians of  the 
peoples rights. There is no discipline.

Thursday 2: As usual. I feel resigned to my fate. As a nation 
we had become so corrupt and abused the high privileges be-
stowed upon us, as did God’s peculiar people of  old, that we 
could not expect longer indulgence in our wickedness. The 
Vengeance of  Heaven has been called down upon us by our 
bold and irreverent violation of  his laws, self  conceit and arro-
gance - especially in the Southern people, had measurably 
ceased to remember that we were accountable beings or owe 

CAN’T HAVE TOO MANY COWS

❖ “We have another milk cow - young calf  - which is 
helping out. There is no article of  property in these 
times of  blockade and scarcity which pays so well in 
the support of  a family as a good milk cow. Indeed its 
value is much underrated at all times -”

❖ The above photo is of  John Brown’s great great 
grandson, Sterling Hankins, kissing the family cow in 
1918.

596

OUR EGGS ARE INCREASING

February 1864



our prosperity to his beneficence. Whilst the North had be-
come so demoralized by hypocrisy and fanaticism that they 
were easy victims to the ambition of  depraved leaders -

Wednesday 3:  In like manner. The weather is clear cool 
and pleasant.

Thursday 4:  I amuse myself  a good deal in my hermit’s life 
in attending to my ducks, hens and pigs. We are getting 
plenty of  eggs now and sell same. They now sell for $3.00 per 
doz. So dark is the way before us that it is the part of  wisdom 
to provide all the means we can for it--

Friday 5:  As usual. Still more of  the people are emigrating 
to Texas with their negroes. This may put off  the evil day, 
but I doubt whether in the end it will be any better. I feel in-
clined to meet the crisis, come as it may and be done with the 
apprehension -

Saturday 6:  As usual. The weather just such as I like - 
Cool, frosty mornings and bright sunshine days -

Sunday 7:  Went to church as usual. Ann & her children 
spend the day with us.

Monday 8:  I am attending to some settlements of  estate in 
the probate Court - old business-

Tuesday 9:  In like manner - We live sparingly but best for 
health. We use flour of  which we have the very best, a dinner 
of  a little good beef  or some well cured sweet old bacon, or a 
dish of  nice spare ribs, milk & molasses - for supper milk and 
bread - scarce any variety unless when our friends call in- In-

deed we are so pushed with our spinning that I cannot allow 
a spinner to cook -We therefore do with as little housekeeping 
and cooking as possible -

Wednesday 10: Mr. Carleton came up with some bacon 
and lard which I exchange a pound of  sugar for each pound 
- I am also killing two fine hogs which I have in my yard - 
making a tolerable tho not a full supply of  meat for the year. 
My little rascally Boy Bob is still out - He ran away from Mr. 
Freeman some month ago and is dodging about yet. (A slave 
boy) I’m just trusting to his being caught up by some one, - 
and have taken but little concern about him - Intend to sell 
him when I get him - I expect to loose him anyway if  I don't 
sell him - and I think he deserves to be sold and sent off--

Thursday 11:  As usual. The fine weather continues - and 
we are now all in good health, black and white, which is a 
rare thing with us -

Friday 12:  In like manner - I planted peas - and sorted out 
my potatoes most of  which have spoiled. I have rarely been 
so scarce of  or completely out of  vegetables. I look with anx-
ious care for the Spring to furnish us some greens --

Saturday 13:  Our eggs are increasing, and we have butter 
enough and some to spare while the fresh meat lasts -

Sunday 14: As usual at church - Spent the day mainly in pi-
ous reflections.

Monday 15:  Very busy arranging domestic matters. I have 
no seamstress and when I have the materials I have great trou-
ble in getting the clothes cut and made - Ann H. does what 
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she can to assist me but I dislike to trouble her so much - and 
as to mending up and patching ( a great deal of  which is nec-
essary) these times it is an endless difficulty--

Tuesday 16:  As usual. I am groping my way in suspense - 
-not being able to make any calculations on the future of  busi-
ness matters.

Wednesday 17:  Weather still delightful and the health of  
all good for our time.

Thursday 18:  Spring begins to show itself  by the budding 
and blooming of  the fruit trees.

Friday 19:  As usual. The army is still here, doing nothing, 
except the Cavalry, who occasionally make a raid out on the 
county, destroying its resources and irritating the people -

Saturday 20:  As usual. I am making some preparations for 
garden and planting some vegetables.

Sunday 21:  To church as usual. Ed is making fine progress 
in his spelling book - Clara becoming disinclined to it, but im-
proving some. Dick fixed against the sight of  a book - This is 
one of  the memorable days of  my life - Thirty one years ago 
the happiest and much the most important event of  my life 
took place.

Monday 22:  As usual - In the evening I supped with Hugh, 
in company with Ann and Mr. Bracy - also Miss Jane Roun-
saville (editor’s note - John Brown marries Jane Rounsaville after the 
diary stops), who has ever shown great respect for myself  and 

family, and whose good sense and extreme prudence render 
her a fit associate for my family -

Tuesday 23:  After breakfast I called at Mr. Bracy’s and 
spent some hours pleasantly in company with Miss Jane - bal-
ance of  the day at the garden - I am planting my irish pota-
toes -

Wednesday 24:  Spent mainly about the house and at-
tended to some office business. Willis has been unfit for work 
near a week with a sore finger and I am putting the two little 
boys to the garden-

Thursday 25:  We have had quite a spell of  pleasant 
weather now, not unlike what is commonly called Indian sum-
mer - warm hazy and smoky - my health is unusually fine this 
winter.

Friday 26:  As usual. We are getting twenty eggs per day 
from our poultry use what is necessary and sell many at $3.00 
per doz. We also make butter enough for use and a little to 
spare at $3.00 per lb.

Saturday 27:  In like manner. We have another milk cow - 
young calf  - which is helping out. There is no article of  prop-
erty in these times of  blockade and scarcity which pays so 
well in the support of  a family as a good milk cow. Indeed its 
value is much underrated at all times -

Sunday 28:  The weather has at last changed - a slight rain 
and much cooler.  Attended church and spent balance of  the 
day in the observance of  the Sabbath.
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Monday 29:   We are surprised today by finding the ground 
covered with sleet and snow - to the depth of  say four inches, 
not however freezing much but enough to kill the fruit. I com-
menced setting hens today. I had set two settings of  Ducks 
eggs more than a week ago.
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Tuesday 1:  As usual. Snow melting slowly and freeze at night

Wednesday 2:  Housed up most of  the time - quite a severe 
freeze - Fruit all killed I fear -

Thursday 3: I am reading and attending to domestic matters - 
my reading however does not profit me much - so soon does it 
pass out of  memory. Ed is improving fast in his books -

Friday 4: I am getting the negroes clad at last. We have out a 
webb of  46 yards - osnaburgh-

Saturday 5: Still cold. Fanny is laid up. Thom also complain-
ing. The children have bad colds-

Sunday 6:  The army still here and no movement of  any impor-
tance. Provisions have gone up to fabulous prices. Sugar $l. - 
Flour and lard  $2.00 corn 4 or 5.00 in Confed. paper - and I 
have no prospect of  being able to make anything to live on here 
- such is the impunity with which negroes and soldiers trespass 
and steal. There must be great want of  the necessaries of  life be-
fore this season closes. I went to church as usual and heard a 
good sermon -

WAR TIME SUPPER

❖ “living economically and healthfully - Meal coffee, 
biscuit, either fresh butter and a boiled egg or broiled 
ham or Jowl for breakfast. Pork and turnip greens 
with a glass of  buttermilk and sometimes lye hominy 
for dinner and hot corn bread and buttermilk, or 
battercakes, butter and molasses for supper.”
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Monday 7:  As usual. Busy about many little things - Live a 
quiet life --Have very little to do with anything which does 
not pertain directly to my family arrangements -

Tuesday 8:  As usual. Weather more mild. We have had a 
great deal of  rain and the river up.

Wednesday 9: In like manner. We live very economically 
and incur no unnecessary expense. The cost of  provisions is 
such that it is necessary to husband them. We have a pretty 
good supply but use it sparingly. It is hard to say when we 
may get more -

Thursday 10:   Not much reliable news - The report of  
things on the East side of  the river is a little favorable for our 
Army - but the robberies and thefts on this side are perfectly 
distressing - Our soldiers have gotten so low as in some cases 
to rob negroes of  their little change on the highway. There is 
an entire want of  discipline in our armies west --

Friday 11:  We are planting some vegetables but there has 
been no growing weather yet and but little encouragement 
for gardening - My sweet potatoes are all spoilt and I have no 
seed - nor do I think it worth while to pay extravagant prices 
for them for I have no idea the thieves would let us have the 
benefit of  them if  they were raised -

Saturday 12:  As usual. Weather still cool - We have an-
other young calf  and of  course are milking another cow - I 
also bought a cow at Dr. Whitfield’s sale for $105. but she 
does not add much to the churn - We make plenty of  butter 
to do us and spare about 3 lbs. per week for $10. by econo-

mizing the use of  it. We are selling about $4.00 worth of  eggs 
each day at $3.00 per doz and Willis gets $10 per day for his 
halling when he is not employed at home. This is my means 
of  support mainly at present.

Sunday 13:   Went to church as usual - Many of  the soldiers 
attended - so our Army has a few that are not given up to old 
scratch - Clara and Ed go with me and behave well - the for-
mer had a slight chill today in church - there being no fire, 
the army authorities having taken away the stove pipes - and 
the day being cold - I hope it is nothing but the effect of  cold

Monday 14:  As usual. Threatens snow - very chilling and 
cold -

Tuesday 15:  Spent the day in my usual routine - living eco-
nomically and healthfully - Meal coffee, biscuit, either fresh 
butter and a boiled egg or broiled ham or Jowl for breakfast. 
Pork and turnip greens with a glass of  buttermilk and some-
times lye hominy for dinner and hot corn bread and butter-
milk, or battercakes, butter and molasses for supper.

Wednesday 16:  In like manner. Weather cold and quite a 
freeze - fruit all killed except perhaps apples. We are using 
fires as we commonly do in mid-winter -

Thursday 17:  As usual - but little sign of  Spring. The 
thieves are taking the only green things in my garden - the shi-
lots and onions. Went out to Ft. Jordan’s sale - bought noth-
ing - to Ingram’s for the night.

Friday 18:  In like manner.  A constant stir and bustle of  sol-
diers waggons and army apparatus.
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Saturday 19:   Weather still cold - Irish potatoes coming up 
slowly - made a conditional contract for Ingram’s plantation 
on yesterday and returned home - Thursday night was the 
first night I remember sleeping from home since the death of  
Clara - I was desirous of  investing some of  our Confederate 
money before it is required to be funded.

Sunday 20:  As usual. Altho I am not engaged in any regu-
lar business - the Sabbath always is welcome to my feelings - 
My thought and reflection ascend to higher objects and dwell 
there with less interruption than on other days of  the week.

Monday 21:  Our condition in this state seems only to be be-
coming more discouraging. The prospect of  actual want, 
added to our other troubles is already beginning to be mani-
fest for another year. The country north and East of  the 
Ouachitta is practically abandoned to the enemy and the 
Robbers and Jayhawkers as they are called are despoiling 
neighborhoods.

Tuesday 22:  As usual. Weather still unseasonable -

Wednesday 23:  In like manner - Some indications of  the 
army falling back from this point.

Thursday 24:  Nothing remarkable - my poultry are doing 
finely in the way of  eggs.

Friday 25:  I spent in instructing the children and reeling 
the cotton of  the spinners --

Saturday 26:  In like manner - Fanny is laid up and Tabby 
is just getting over a spell of  complaining. I have sold Bob to 

O'Bannon for $2000. He went off  cheerfully but his mother 
was much distressed. It has been my habit whenever a negro 
persists in willfully giving me trouble to sell. I never continue 
the lash - Would much rather let another do it if  it has to be 
done. I have been a slaveholder for 32 years and I have never 
given one a hard whipping yet, and I would now sooner sell 
any one I have than to give him or her fifty lashes as many 
lay them one.

Sunday 27:  I spent the day as usual on the Sabbath - I live 
retired and quiet in the midst of  bustle - have very little to do 
with officers or soldiers, except particular acquaintances -

Monday 28:  Nothing worth recording has come to my 
knowledge today -

Tuesday 29:  Spent the day as usual - Am planting some 
more vegetables -

Wednesday 30:  In like manner.  An exceedingly backward 
Spring. Frost almost every night.

Thursday 31:  We are almost in daily expectation of  an ad-
vance by the enemy and that we may fall into their hands 
which must happen if  our Army falls back.
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Friday 1: As usual - brooding over the gloomy prospects of  the 
future--

Saturday 2:  In like manner. Our peaches, plums etc. are all 
killed - the most complete failure I have ever known in the Coun-
try. It will add another much felt blow to our already numerous 
privations.

Sunday 3: I spent the day in calm reflection, reading, etc. at 
Baptist Church as usual at proper hour.

Monday 4: As usual.

Tuesday 5: Henry has made us a visit - He is in fine health and 
is preparing for the Army, under the last act which takes boys 
over 17. I fear very much if  he goes he will not stand it long. He 
is more thoughtful and considerate than when he left home and 
is more encouraged than he was in his studies and the improve-
ment of  his mind. He works a part of  the time and studys a 
part--

BATTLE OF POISON SPRINGS

❖ “Our Army (of  what size unknown ) still hovering in 
the neighborhood, and has cut off  a very large train of  
foraging waggons about 10 miles West.”

❖ Dwindling supplies for his army at Camden, 
Arkansas forced Union Army Maj. Gen. Frederick 
Steele to send out a foraging party to gather corn that 
the Confederates had stored about twenty miles up the 
Prairie D’Ane-Camden Road on White Oak Creek. 
The Confederates eventually attacked Williams forcing 
him to retreat north into a marsh where his men 
regrouped and then fell back to Camden.
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Wednesday 6:  As usual. An advance has been made by the 
Feds out from Little Rock and it is thought likely this may be 
their destination.

Thursday 7: Our Army is moving out and we are left to the 
tender mercies of  the enemy if  they come here - not known 
whether our Army goes to Shreveport or up towards Wash-
ington -

Friday 8: Gen. Steele (Fed) with a considerable force is be-
tween Arkadelphia and Washington and our cavalry annoy-
ing him. We have had a town meeting, - organized ourselves 
into an auxiliary Police, by which each citizen goes out one 
half  one night and the other half  the next to try to protect 
ourselves from the robbers which are infesting the country 
greatly. It is no longer safe for a man to travel unarmed or 
alone - and unfortunately most of  the robbers are soldiers be-
longing to our cavalry, who for want of  discipline are permit-
ted to straggle thro the country, steal horses and mules, rob 
unwary travelers and mistreat families. Truly the horrors of  
war are fast reaching us.

Saturday 9:  As usual. I stood guard on the police arrange-
ment last night and feel very drowsy.

Sunday 10:  Our army is reported to be fighting the enemy, 
and at Clark County on the Edge of  Hempstead - His force 
is about 12,000 and ours not exceeding 8,000 and that all cav-
alry - Heavy fighting down below Shreveport and a victory 
reported for us-

Monday 11: The times are becoming very stirring. We have 
reasons to believe that the enemy is moving towards this 
place, and our force not sufficient to head him. What is to be 
our fate we cannot divine, but a terrible crisis is approaching 
and we must meet it as becomes christian and an oppressed 
people.-

Tuesday 12:  As usual. We are awaiting our fate, pretty 
much as those unjustly sentenced to be executed, but still hop-
ing that our conquering enemies will deal leniently with 
women, children and noncombatants. Very many of  our citi-
zens have left and some families have moved in for protection 
from the robbers which infest the country.

Wednesday 13:  As usual. We have been entertained differ-
ent times with the booming of  cannon at some 40 miles dis-
tant.

Thursday 14:  Apprehension of  the approach of  the enemy 
still greater. His head certainly turned this way - is laying 
waste the country through which he passes. Distress and want 
follow in his wake. He is within 15 or 20 miles of  us about 
15,000 strong 

Friday 15:  THE AWFUL DAY OF ALL DAYS.  The dread 
event, feared for years. The fruits of  a climax of  folly in the 
corrupt politicians of  the age has overtaken us. In the early 
part of  the day we heard cannonading and in the evening 
small arms. About 6 O'clock, an enemy infuriated by combat 
and hunger came rushing down our main street and diverg-
ing into the cross streets - Cavalry first - Northern muskets, 
swords and bayonets glittering with the last rays of  the setting 
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sun - with fierce imprecations and hideous shouts of  exulta-
tion. No resistance of  course was made as there are no troops 
here - The horrors of  the scene which ensued can be better 
imagined than described, especially to us freemen who have 
never had or seen such experience before.

The soldiers dashed to our doors demanding food - I soon 
handed out all the victuals which were on hand, cooked - af-
ter dark they broke into the smoke house and commenced 
carrying off  as they wanted. My bacon was soon taken ex-
cept a few pieces which I saved by packing it into the house. 
Fortunately I had hid some 200 lbs. which escaped. In the 
course of  the night most of  the contents of  the store room 
was taken say 2 bbls. flour - a lot of  hand soap - near a bbl. 
of  sugar and various smaller articles besides the meat.

The loss of  my necessary provisions of  itself  was alarming un-
der present circumstances, but the apprehension of  what 
might and indeed was likely to happen, the sacking of  my 
house and entire establishment and probably personal vio-
lence and insults to my family were quite as much as I could 
bear.

Three subordinate officers invited themselves to supper and 
behaved well enough. They assured me that I would not be 
troubled much so soon as things could be regulated the next 
day.

In the midst of  a military camp - in hostile array - not know-
ing what moment the worst might befall me or my family. At 
the mercy of  a conquering foe - for the present at least sur-
rounded on my own premises with my own slaves, who were 

instantly told they were as free as I was. I, at a late hour, com-
mitting myself  and my all to the protection of  Him who over 
rules all, retired and sought a few hours sleep. I was unable to 
compose myself  at length in sound sleep and awoke early. 
Went up to Hugh's to see how he had fared, then to Ann's, 
she nor Mr. Bracy being at home, I had serious apprehen-
sions about their house - but to my astonishment they had 
not been interrupted. Almost the only place that escaped. 
Hugh had lost meat but not much besides. Truly the sun rises 
upon us in a new aspect. Nothing seems natural. I am not the 
same man, we are not the same people - Dreaded misery has 
fastened upon us and its common attendant WANT will no 
doubt follow - to say nothing of  the loss of  our liberties 
which have in fact existed in name only since the War com-
menced.  So ends the first, day of  our captivity.

Saturday 16: I arose before day and went around to see the 
night’s results as above stated. The roll of  drums and the 
shrill notes of  trooper’s horns resounded from one suburb to 
the other. We are in the midst of  an army of  some 15,000 
and the Stars and Stripes floating on every hill. These em-
blems brought up mingled emotions of  sorrow and despon-
dency. Under that flag I have spent the greatest part of  a 
long life, free and happy. Alas how things have changed! We 
are now poor and oppressed by military despotism, with mis-
ery and want staring us in the face, and of  the toil and labors 
of  our lives we cannot even call the scanty meal we set on 
our tables our own for one hour.

605



I see widows, orphans and the wives of  our soldiers, moving 
apace with haggard visage to beseech protection from the 
Conquerer, Gen'l Steele and his authorities, against the pillag-
ing soldiery. They are taking measures for the protection of  
the citizens. Patrols are put out and order hoped for. By noon 
the main part of  the city is pretty well protected from pillage 
by means of  patrols in the streets and special guards to citi-
zens. The suburbs still suffering. None have as yet entered my 
house to plunder, nor has any personal indignity been of-
fered. So I breathe easier. Mr. Bracy and his family got back 
into town today with my hack, and mules. So I am easier on 
that score - I had some strong Rio coffee made and it sup-
ported me astonishingly. After watching to a late hour and 
finding apparent quiet and order prevailing, I retired to rest 
and was fortunate enough to get a few hours sleep. 

Sunday 17: I arose early and went the rounds - was gratified 
to see nothing despoiled during the night among my family. 
My negroes stopped regular work right off  and are all mak-
ing their arrangements to go to themselves. I told them I did 
not wish any to stay with me under present circumstances 
who did not wish to do so. All say they are going, even down 
to old Fanny who has not walked a mile at a time I suppose 
for years. I obtained a guard for Hugh's premises and mine. I 
have been annoyed by impertinent demands for articles of  
food, but none have gone so far as to go into my house to 
take anything. The regular troops seem rather respectful - but 
there is a class of  soldiers - deserters and the Arkansas rene-
gades who think of  nothing but robbery and spoilation. They 
and the negroes and Kansas Jayhawkers are the ones to be 

dreaded. The federal discipline is strict and I retired to rest 
tonight less agitated than heretofore having a guard on my 
porticoe. They have taken nearly all my bread corn and have 
commenced taking my old weevil eaten corn at the stable. 
They take the corn by orders and offer receipts for it. They 
say they intend making a permanent post of  this place - but I 
doubt it and dread their evacuation, that is should they be 
compelled to do so there is great danger of  the City being 
sacked and destroyed. My cooking, milking and washing is go-
ing on as usual but no regular work doing. Eveline has left al-
ready.

Monday 18:  I arose early after short disturbed sleep, went 
my morning rounds and found nothing amiss of  importance. 
The Feds are taking my corn and offer receipts for it which I 
do not think worth taking as payment depends upon contin-
gencies which will hardly ever happen. They took my two 
mules - all I had - my favorite, gentle mule, which has so long 
and so faithfully served me for the saddle, harness and plow, 
and seemed almost to be as one of  my family is gong into hos-
tile hands - and without even any pretended consideration ex-
cept one of  the above named receipts. If  tears had been suit-
able to the occasion I felt like shedding them at the parting. I 
am still in a continual state of  the most profound anxiety. 
Nothing seems safe, altho I have such means of  protection as 
the circumstances will allow. My fears for the peculiar situa-
tion of  my dear child Susan enhances my anxiety and Ann’s 
situation at present also renders me uneasy, as serious conse-
quences might be the result of  any sudden alarm. Brooding 
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over my condition I sought a few hours of  rather restless 
sleep for the night.

Tuesday 19: I went my usual rounds early and found all 
quiet. In my nervous condition I resorted to a little Rio Cof-
fee I had saved, had it made strong each day and used it 
freely, for I have little appetite to eat in this state of  things, 
and I never experienced such advantage from any beverage 
or diet before. It is certainly the most exhilarating of  all stimu-
lus without unpleasant reaction, at the same time contains 
both nourishment and strengthening power - We are still in a 
state of  uncertainty whether this will be a permanent Post or 
not. Our Army (of  what size unknown ) still hovering in the 
neighborhood, and has cut off  a very large train of  foraging 
waggons about 10 miles West. We have heartrending ac-
counts of  the sufferings of  the people of  the neighborhood - 
They are stripped of  everything to live on one day by one 
army and the next by the others and cannot obtain the uncer-
tain protection which we in the City have - My sympathies 
for my suffering neighbors greatly increases my own distress. 
I am doing even better than I expected but cannot be easy--

Wednesday 20:  The Yankees are driving up daily all the 
cattle, being mostly poor milk cows and calves which can be 
found in the neighborhood and the streets for subsistence. 
The lamentations of  bereft mothers and orphan calves add 
to the general gloom of  everything else - As to hogs and pigs 
they get but few as our own soldiers had taken all they could 
find. The enemy is evidently on short rations and much un-
certainty of  their supply train getting through.

Thursday 21:  The Feds have changed their encampments, 
head quarters, etc.  A regiment is alongside of  my premises 
and my garden fence was but a handful to them - so my gar-
den is laid open, and an arena on which federal soldiers exer-
cise. But we have to bear all. The legitimate fruits of  political 
ambition and Secession. The innocent must pay the penalty 
as well as the guilty both North and South, but especially in 
the South. We had serious grievances to complain of  against 
the North but the time had not come when such a war was 
necessary and especially by such a mode as the Secession of  
the States.

Washington St., Camden, “This is believed to be the site of  a Union 
field piece during the Federal invasion of  1864”
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Friday 22:  The pickets of  our Army are still coming in 
within two miles of  us - on all the South side of  the river and 
it is said are reinforced from Shreveport. I today took in two 
officers Col. Kretz and Major Olmsted (Wisconsin Regt.) to 
occupy my parlor (boarding themselves). They guard my 
premises and I feel more safe than heretofore - I slept better - 
The negroes still preparing very deliberately to leave me - tho 
tolerably respectful.

Saturday 23:  In like manner. I was gratified to find the offi-
cers occupying my house, kind and gentlemanly in their de-
portment - Indeed sympathizing with me in my unhappy 
situation. I feel more safe than heretofore but the daily re-
ports of  hardships befalling my friends in the neighborhood 
keep me agitated, besides I cannot tell what moment things 
may change and the worst of  my apprehensions may be real-
ized - I can only put my trust in God and exercise prudence 
and fortitude as far as practicable -

Sunday 24: I spent the day as usual - in a constant state of  
anxiety, but without any new cause of  agitation. As good or-
der as could be expected is preserved in the City - Indeed bet-
ter than I had expected. The Federal army is under much bet-
ter discipline than our army West. Everything of  importance 
runs like clock work. There is one division of  this army com-
posed of  Kansas, Arkansas and negro soldiers - in other 
words rogues, robbers, and vagabonds. Nothing but disci-
pline restrains these from every kind of  outrage. Yet so far as 
this restraint could reach them they were kept pretty well un-
der. Many cruel robberies have been committed by them 

when they get out in the outskirts tho but seldom any per-
sonal violence carried out. I am almost exhausted by mental 
excitement but have had sounder sleep and some appetite for 
a day or two. I have been mercifully favored with health dur-
ing our captivity. I could not venture to leave my house to go 
to church but I have reflected much on the promises of  an un-
changeable God - and meditated on his merciful forbearance 
to the wickedness of  his creatures day and night -

Monday 25: I go out very seldom, my house is my castle 
and my yard my pleasure ground. I have not been sufficiently 
at ease to pass my time in reading or writing or any business. 
I seem to have lost sight of  what usually interests me and my 
brain seems to be turned around, or topsy turvy by the contin-
ued intensity of  thought and feeling. Nothing worthy of  re-
cording has occurred today.

Tuesday 26:  After a tolerable night’s rest I arose and 
looked around. After breakfast I observed movements which 
betokened some important change, and as the day advanced 
it became more obvious that this army were about to move. 
This brought up new terrors as we could but fear that when 
they left the City would be sacked and perhaps burnt. The 
citizens spent an awful evening altho assured that Gen’l 
Steele did not approve of  any such course. The fate of  our 
City and perhaps of  many of  our Citizens seemed to be sus-
pended by the thread. The officers who were occupying my 
parlor and yard assured me they would remain to the last and 
form perhaps the rear guard. This was some relief  as their 
pontoon bridge would be taken up immediately upon the 
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crossing of  the rear of  the army. About dark the families of  
the neighborhood began to call for protection.  Some soldiers 
had rudely entered their houses. I procured a guard from 
them for Mr. Bracy, Hugh and Mrs. Stone. We all sat up and 
watched the movements. Regiments and Brigades succes-
sively moved off  quietly and in perfect order until at about 
one o'clock our guard was ordered to march - being among 
the last. The mounted patrols were coursing the streets all 
night untill about 1/2 hour after the rear left for stragglers 
(and it was surprizing how few there were) -then all was quiet 
and I began to breathe easier. Not a house was burnt and but 
few robberies committed. It was a beautiful moonlight night 
and superior discipline of  the army was strikingly manifested 
in the evacuation. I continued my watch untill near daylight, 
attempted to sleep but failed. Daylight was never more wel-
come to my eyes - And so intense was my feeling that I never 
thought to look at the cabins to see whether my negroes had 
gone or not untill reminded by Hugh at daylight. We called 
at the door and heard some of  them snoring. Tom & Eveline 
and her child and Louisa had all left before and are with the 
Federal Army.  The balance remained altho they had pro-
nounced themselves free, but did not relish the idea nor find 
it convenient to go off  with the Army, the sudden departure 
of  which put an end equally sudden to their freedom. Such a 
night I never spent, but thro the whole of  the trying crisis I 
feel well satisfied with the part I have acted. I suffered inex-
pressibly but made no dastardly concessions - acted with 
quite as much Christian fortitude as I could have expected, 
and feel profound gratitude to the Almighty Disposer of  

events for the mighty deliverance of  me and mine, without 
worse treatment, and to Col. Kretz and Major Olmsted of  
the Wisconsin, I acknowledge my obligation for their protec-
tion.

Wednesday 27:  Not having slept any, I was of  course up 
early. My spirits rallied altho so much worn out with care and 
apprehension. I went over to Mr. Bracy’s and was much grati-
fied and relieved to find that nothing important had hap-
pened there - the same case at Hugh’s. I had my usual strong 
pot of  coffee made and drank it and a little after sun rise our 
pickets came dashing into town. I could not help feeling and 
manifesting such feelings at the sudden assurance that we 
were then safe for the time at least. I went down street for I 
was desirous to hear what had happened to others. I found 
many had suffered even worse than I had, and many had 
taken the oath of  allegiance, especially the Jews, and gone off  
with the Yankees, mostly however believing that by so doing 
they would obtain protection for their families, and some-
thing to eat. In the afternoon Gen’l Kirby Smith's army ar-
rived in full force and were delayed for the want of  the 
means of  crossing the river. A portion crossed that night.

Thursday 28:  I began to count up my losses which I found 
amounted to about $1000. per day for the 12 days (including 
the negroes) but I feel quite easy on the score of  losses. I am 
thankful that I have still the means of  supporting my family 
left and have escaped personal violence or indignity to my 
family and myself.  My garden is destroyed by the taking 
away of  the fence- My horse lot all removed I know not 
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where - But it is a happy quality of  our nature that we can be 
brought to bear the vicissitudes of  life from one sleep to an-
other, untill what would have utterly undone us at once, may 
become quite bearable in the course of  things, The Confed. 
Army mainly across.

Friday 29:  I began to feel like myself  again, but did feel 
two days since that I was ten years older then I was two 
weeks before. Our army is in hot pursuit of  the Federals and 
it is believed will rout them. We think this part of  the State 
will be free from invasion at least for this season, but another 
trouble now stares us in the face. We are deprived of  teams to 
cultivate the crops, even those planted. - This is most strictly 
so where the enemy have marched or foraged but if  that were 
all it would not be so bad, but our own soldiers have taken 
most of  the good horses and mules from the whole country, 
and between the depredations of  the two armies, the stock is 
nearly all killed out. How we are to be supported in future is 
a problem yet to be solved. There is much suffering already 
in some neighborhoods.

Saturday 30:  Reports come in of  our success in the pursuit 
of  the enemy, our cavalry being in their front. We cannot 
well see how he is to escape, but the Yankees are up to dodg-
ing our forces when we get them in a tight place.
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Sunday 1: A quiet Sunday morning - I went to church, my 
heart abounding in gratitude for our late deliverance.  I spent 
the day comparatively happy. The beauties of  nature begin to 
display their wonted charms at this season, altho considerably 
later than usual, but we, a poor desolate people, have not the 
heart to appreciate them. It is painful to look and contrast our 
former happy and privileged condition with our present, en-
slaved and oppressed situation - To compare our country but 
three or four years since smiling with natures bounty, garnished 
by the cheerful hand of  industry, and abounding in all the neces-
saries as well as luxuries of  life, with our present blockaded, 
straitened and desolated region. And the heart sinks within us 
when memory turns back to the thrilling scenes we have been ac-
customed to witness or to participate in, at the innocent and 
cheerful exercises of  a lovely May Day, and see and feel the ab-
sence of  all such vivifying influences this day - Truly did the 
poet say “Man was made to mourn".

Monday 2: We have had rain - nothing to be called a wet spell 
yet this spring.

BATTLE OF JENKINS’ FERRY

❖ The Battle of  Jenkins' Ferry was the climactic battle 
of  the Camden Expedition, which was a part of  the 
Union Army’s failed Red River Campaign. Each side 
sustained a large number of  casualties, especially 
considering the size of  the respective forces, and a 
general was killed on each side. As a result of  the 
battle, the Union force was able to complete a 
successful retreat from a precarious position at 
Camden, Arkansas to their defenses at Little Rock, 
Arkansas. The battleground is preserved as a state 
park. 
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Tuesday 3:  We have a report of  a battle up at Saline - per-
haps a serious one and fear that Steele and his Army have es-
caped tho with serious loss on both sides. (Editor’s note - this bat-
tle became known as the Battle of  Jenkins’ Ferry)

Wednesday 4:  The affair with Steele’s army has come off  - 
a destructive meeting on both sides. By some very inexplica-
ble turn in things our cavalry did not meet the enemy in front 
as was believed they had whilst the infantry were pursuing at 
the most exhausting speed, Steel got into Saline Bottom, se-
lected his position and after a desperate resistance with the 
advantage of  the ground, got across the river with most of  
his army in a destitute condition. We lost some valuable offi-
cers.

Thursday 5:  Our sanguine hopes of  being rid of  an enemy 
in the interior of  our state are at an end. Steele goes back to 
Little Rock and we do not pursue - The campaign however is 
rather a brilliant one as it is and will give us rest for a time. 
The enemy has had a hard time of  it since he has been down 
south and gets back minus some 5,000 troops without wag-
gon, baggage and full half  of  his artillery, mules and horses.

Friday 6: I am patching up my garden fence and have hopes 
of  being able to do something in that way yet this season. I 
have pretty well recovered myself  again from the enervating 
effects of  the "Reign of  Terror" and am trying to shape some 
new hopes. But the very outset another trouble meets me. 
The Feds have left the measles among us and my negroes 
have introduced it here-

Saturday 7: As usual. Ed has the measles - some of  the ne-
gro boys having had it first.

Sunday 8: In like manner - Weather still cool. Our army re-
turning from above the Infantry going back to Red River. 
Things are seeming rather favorable on this side the Mi. now. 
The darkest feature in our case is, the failure to produce sup-
port for the country, much less supplies for the army - And 
our officers heretofore seem to have forgotten that even 
women and children have to live. This part of  War economy 
is one in which our authorities have been peculiarly improvi-
dent and either indifferent or wanting in necessary foresight.

Monday 9:  As usual. Confined in attending to the cases of  
measles - The disease as yet seems entirely manageable, and 
it is probably as good a time to have the scourge as would 
happen - I am in no regular business, and the season is health-
ful and pleasant.

Tuesday 10:   In like manner. Weather dry for the season - 
and unusually cool

Wednesday 11:  The wounded are returning from the bat-
tle ground and I have consented to let Mrs. Waul, wife of  
Gen'l Waul who was wounded, occupy my parlor, to be near 
to her husband who with others are boarding at Hughs. She 
has her own servants and furnishes her own provisions. 
Fanny has had another spell and is just beginning to stir.

Thursday 12:  The other children are taking the measles. 
Ed is over it and without any drawback.
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Friday 13:  We are receiving some favorable news in regard 
to the war near Richmond. The rumors of  success to our 
arms comes this spring from every quarter--

Saturday 14:  As usual. The season still unusually cool and 
backward and is characterized by one singular fact. I have 
not felt the bite of  a mosquitoe this spring whilst we have at 
least 20 flies of  all kinds besides for one heretofore. The latter 
I account for by the filth of  the armies. The former I cannot 
understand as I have never seen it the case since I have lived 
in Camden.

Sunday 15:  I went to church and passed the balance of  the 
day in attending to the sick. I have 9 cases of  measles. None 
of  them appear dangerous, and all so far are getting on in the 
usual course but require almost constant attention. I treat 
them mainly with warm teas, and in most cases some gentle 
medicine to keep the bowels open.

Monday 16:  As usual. Mrs. Waul still continues to occupy 
the parlor, has her own servants and furnishes her own table. 
I have taken in Henry Cleaver - Enrolling officer to board - 
he agrees to take our bachellor fare and we get on very well--

Tuesday 17:  Henry & Dick have the measles rather se-
verely - also Clara and Courtney. All however seem to be get-
ting thro without danger. I feel on such occasions seriously 
the absence of  their dear, constant mother. We have avoided 
the disease for about 30 yrs. and the nursing falls heavily on 
me alone, but I am succeeding admirably I think--

Wednesday 18:  Rumors from the war still favorable. The 
present campaign has opened very active and so far success-
ful to our arms. Some sparks of  hope of  bringing it to a ter-
mination begin to relieve my heavy heart. If  we win, the 
South is ruined, but if  we lose we are doubly ruined. We have 
gone too far to retreat and nothing but the success of  our 
arms, or more properly the division of  the North weakening 
them can give us peace without almost entire extermination. 
As to free government, such as we have had I do not hope for 
it again. Our success establishes a principle which itself  for-
bids our permanent prosperity, that is the right of  State Seces-
sion.

Thursday 19:  Ann H. is taking the measles and I am much 
alarmed for her. She is far advanced in pregnancy and the dis-
ease can scarcely fail to cause some very serious if  not fatal 
consequences. This again casts gloom over my feelings. It is 
so unfortunate that she should have taken it at this time. She 
is a dear child to me.

Friday 20:  Ann is very ill. She has it severely and is suffer-
ing as much as she can bear. At the same time Clara is quite 
ill at home, and between them I get scarce any sleep or rest. 
Henry & Dick are over the worst without some accident, but 
are greatly worsted and still confined. Now do I need the aid 
and consolation of  my dear companion. But she is happily re-
leased from all these sorrows and I will try to perform the du-
ties devolving upon me to the best of  my ability and submit 
to the Will of  Heaven with due resignation. Truly the ways 
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of  Providence are inscrutable and it is not for us mortals to 
murmur.

Saturday 21:  Ann is still suffering severely, but the disease 
has come out on her very freely and she is experiencing the 
benefit of  treatment, the principal part of  which is the Do-
vers powders which both quiet her nervous system and send 
the heat to the surface.  I have hopes now that the disease will 
run its course without any other accident.   Clara is clear of  
fever but exceedingly enfeebled - I spend a part of  each night 
at each place. I am a good deal exhausted-

Sunday 22: I feel today as tho I had cast off  a burthen - the 
children are all improving - Ann’s fever has abated a good 
deal. She slept last night and is doing well under the circum-
stances. My heart is light comparatively and I can smile and 
feel cheerful. My food tastes natural and I can admire the 
beauties of  spring which are budding around me.

Monday 23: I feel quite relieved from the pressure of  the 
past week and again feel grateful for my deliverance from in-
tense apprehension. My family have at length passed through 
a disease from which it is hard to escape and which is apt to 
leave its effects behind, especially on those whose lungs are 
weak. Henry was sworn in today to the army and joins the 
company, Gen'l Fagan’s Escort with a furlough of  15 days to 
allow him to get over the measles.

Tuesday 24:  Clara is still very weak but likely to sustain no 
lasting injury I hope. She is a delicate child at any rate and 
must be treated accordingly. Hence I am very desirous of  get-
ting her into a more bracing climate. There is now a good 

deal of  sickness in town. The flux has made its appearance, 
tho not as yet very malignant.

Wednesday 25:  I feel now relaxed and let down. My 
nerves have been on a strain for two or three weeks and are 
experiencing a corresponding relaxation. I am almost stupid 
- tho a little braced up by the company of  Miss Jane Rounsav-
ille, who has come to Mr. B's on a visit. Her intelligence and 
civility, upright conduct are refreshing these debased times.

Thursday 26:  I am endeavoring to resuscitate my garden 
but the ground has become so dry that I can do but little - I 
am almost without vegetables. H. C. Cleaver is boarding with 
me, taking things as they come and I find it agreeable to have 
him. I am however living pretty much on the back grounds 
of  my own house, having given up my parlor and the front of  
my house to Mrs. Waul and their company. I have also to al-
low them kitchen room and utensils for their own servants 
and some furniture. This I do for the accommodation of  the 
lady and the wounded officers - for there is no public house 
or boarding house in the City that could accommodate them. 
I have never given up my mansion before and lived alongside 
of  the tenant.

Friday 27:  In like manner.  Weather warm and dry.

Saturday 28:  We are getting a fine supply of  milk and but-
ter now.  I feel the value of  milk cows. I do not know what I 
would do without them. We churn every day and have butter 
to spare which is so much sought after that it is annoying. It 
brings $5.00 per lb. altho I hate to ask that for it. We also are 
getting some 2 doz. eggs daily - but Fanny is laid up again 
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and I have no one to cook or we might have something palat-
able whenever we choose. I also have young chickens fit to fry 
but have been begged out of  the first for sick people. I put 
the price of  $2.50 a piece thinking there would not be much 
demand at that price but it made no difference. There is no 
investment pays as well as that in milk cows and it is surpriz-
ing how short sighted most people are in that. It does not mat-
ter that the current price in the country may be, they are al-
ways at the head of  the list of  profits if  attended to.

Sunday 29:  I spent the day as usual at church and in read-
ing at home.

Monday 30:  I spent some time agreeable in the company 
of  Miss Jane - the only single lady who has ever had any par-
ticular attractions for me in my bereaved situation - I have 
not thought seriously on another marriage - The question 
however arises in my mind whether I had not better do so - 
but then again the answer comes, could I make a suitable un-
ion of  that sort? And it will probably result in my dragging 
out the little remnant of  my days in my present lonesome rou-
tine of  duty. I am extremely uxorious in my temperament but 
have arrived to that point of  experience and prudence, that I 
would not suffer my domestic inconvenience, nor my inclina-
tion and desires to push me into any rash or ill judged associa-
tion. Ten years living with my late angelic companion on the 
troublesome journey of  life was worth more then a whole life-
time of  the society of  an average of  wives - and having been 
favored with her society for more than 31 years I ought to be 
contented.

Tuesday 31:  As usual. We have news from our armies 
highly favorable to our arms-

(Editor’s note: The Saline River at Jenkins’ Ferry is not particularly 
wide but it is deep.  It was necessary for the Union forces to construct a 
pontoon bridge to cross the river. The surrounding land approaching from 
the west is low and swampy.)
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Wednesday 1:  In like manner. I am dull and listless.  Susan 
has the measles and on account of  her imprudence and willful-
ness, I fear the consequences - Henry is at Eldorado to spend a 
few days with Margaret before he joins the amy. I feel very 
much as thought I had given him - beset as he must be with the 
dangers of  disease and the field. Oh! This execrable war! Must 
the innocent ever suffer for the guilty? It may be so here but 
there is a time when we are told by the immutable Word that 
every one shall be rewarded according to his Deeds.

Thursday 2:  As usual - Weather warm and very dry. Vegeta-
tion drying up.

Friday 3:  In like manner. The news from the Army near Rich-
mond is very favorable to us. That from Johnsons not so much 
so.

Saturday 4:  In like manner, only that I am closely engaged in 
professional matters, in drawing up applications for exemptions 
and details in military matters. I refused these untill lately but 
there seemed to be a necessity for it and I am making myself  ac-
quainted with them.

ANN’S SONS

❖ Ann Hawes Bracy eventually gave birth to five sons. 
The first son, Hugh, only lived 15 months. However, 
she then gave birth to four sons, who all went on to 
have successful careers.  Left to right, Eugene Daniel 
Bracy (b. 1875), Samuel Virginius Bracy (b. 1872) , 
Thomas Junius Bracy (b. 1877) and William 
Frederick Bracy (b.1870). Sam Bracy became the 
patriarch of  the Bracy descendants and is probably 
responsible for the survival and interest in John 
Brown’s diary.
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Sunday 5: I am busily engaged in preparing papers. I do so 
at my own house and seldom go down street except on a par-
ticular errand.  I attended closely on yesterday to that busi-
ness. Went to the Episcopalian Church and heard a good ser-
mon read and witnessed the Communion.

Monday 6: As usual. Rain has at last fallen - and refreshed 
us a good deal.

Tuesday 7:  In like manner - Henry has returned from Mr. 
Carletons - is gaining his strength rather slowly - all are well 
there and Margt busied to clothe her large family.

Wednesday 8:  Ann's little India is very sick. I spend a por-
tion of  my time with her - There is much sickness about town 
especially among children. The vast excess of  flies have meas-
urably disappeared and the rains have washed away much of  
the filth left by the armies. We have but a small force here 
now - called a Brigade. Gen'l Price's Head Quarters still here 
- and a Post guard kept up - Also prisoners brought here.

Thursday 9:  In like manner.  I am trying to cultivate my 
garden now, but cannot do much this season. I have never 
been so scarce of  vegetables since I had a house.

Friday 10:  Henry has taken his departure - is going to Mr. 
Carletons and so soon as he feels well enough to join his com-
pany, now at Monticello - India quite sick --

Saturday 11:  Nothing of  particular Interest - Army reports 
favorable.

Sunday 12:  Attended the Episcopalian Church. Passed off  
the balance of  the day idly and listlessly.

Monday 13: India better. I have sympathized deeply with 
Ann. She has been so much alarmed about her child. The 
depth of  a mothers feelings is hard to sound, especially a 
young mother -

Tuesday 14:  In the usual manner. Susan is better also al-
though she has exposed herself  (by the use of  cold water, etc.) 
enough to have killed most persons and the disease turned 
upon her bowels.  She is getting better.  She gorged her stom-
ach with the most indigestible food or fruit she could get 
which her stomach would not retain her light food.  Sure her 
cycle is in a strange condition.

Wednesday 15:  Things are moving on quietly about the 
City. There is much less stealing since the Feds left here. 
There are only about 400 soldiers kept here now. The cavalry 
are nearly all gone, and somewhat better discipline has been 
kept up - Also the worst negro thieves have run off  or been 
killed - We are having a very wet spell--

Thursday 16:  As usual. I am living a very steeped sort of  
life. My temperament requires some stimulant to action - real 
or artificial either necessity, or rewards, or hopes ahead, or 
emulation of  some sort or brandy which cannot be had, and 
which I do not use only as a medicine if  I had it, or coffee, 
the best artificial of  all, I cannot get or I would use it regu-
larly. In the absence of  all these and every excitement of  the 
kind, I do truly live a dull life. I live on plain and moderate 
diet of  which milk and butter are the main articles. Sleep 
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when I feel like it and that is about 10 hours out of  24. I 
rarely ever go into company - attend to my pantry and domes-
tick matters - Am making about enough of  money from little 
professional jobs and the sale of  little marketing to support 
my family - enjoy a sort of  negative good health and en-
deavor to keep mind as much composed as possible --

Friday 17:   As usual. Gen'l Waul, Mrs. Waul and his mili-
tary family do their own cooking in my, kitchen and eat at 
their own table. They are however but little company for me, 
so different are our pursuits and expectations, as well as 
mode of  living.

Saturday 18:  In like manner. The wheat is suffering from 
the wet weather but there will be a good deal saved after all--

Sunday 19: I did not go to church, not feeling very well and 
the day being excessively sultry and hot. I was delightfully sur-
prized this evening by the unexpected arrival of  Margaret 
and her children. Her youngest 6 mos. old I had never seen 
before - a fine sprightly child and handsome. This creates 
quite a jubilee among us. We are all together tonight and 
happy as the times and circumstances will permit. It is a 
source of  great satisfaction to me and the young ones are al-
most wild.

Monday 20:  We are all in good cheer - Margt and myself  
slept in the same room but both being wakeful spent much of  
the night in talking. Tis refreshing to the sincere mind to 
meet a kindred mind and especially when drawn together in 
mutual confidence by mutual affection - all dined with me to-
day. This was to me a day abounding in the sources of  the 

highest earthly happiness left me on earth. My seven little 
grand children added to my own little household keep up a 
noise, but it is the effusion of  innocent glee without the mal-
ice or deception of  wicked hearts.

Tuesday 21:  Today we dined on the best the country could 
afford at Mr. B's and spent a social day.

Wednesday 22:  Today at Hughs in a very agreeable man-
ner and a well gotten up dinner.

Thursday 23:  Today at my house on as good a dinner as 
was easily to be had - and much to my satisfaction Gen'l 
Waul and Co. left this morning, so I feel like I had got home 
again to get into the front part of  the house and I am glad to 
have rendered some service to our wounded officers who 
have been doing their duty in these degenerate times.

Friday 24:  Ann not being well Margt remained with her to-
day and I dined with them - The children go back and for-
ward nearly every hour in great glee-

Saturday 25: I am cheered by the presence of  my children 
and regret much that Margaret does not live nearer me.

Sunday 26:  Spent the day pleasantly, except that one or 
two of  the children were sick.

Monday 27:  As usual. I have accepted the appointment of  
funding Agent for the Treasurer of  the Trans Mississippi De-
partment. I had thought that I never would come under offi-
cial responsibility and at first declined, but on reflection as 
Hugh is in the office with Major Shall (the present Deposi-
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tory) and pretty well acquainted with the duties of  the office 
and that it was useful to him I agreed to undertake it.

Tuesday 28:  In like manner. The war news is rather encour-
aging to us.

Wednesday 29:  In like manner. We are enjoying the Irish 
potatoes, but I have not made half  of  a crop. The dry hot 
weather has checked their growth just at the time they were 
making and they will not grow much now.

Thursday 30:  As usual. Two of  Margarets children are 
sick, not seriously but enough to interrupt in some degree our 
pleasure.  Ann has a Son, which is a matter of  rejoicing, espe-
cially as she seems to be doing well herself. I have now eight 
grand children.

(Editor’s note: Hugh Chamberlain Bracy died 6 Sept 1865. He is bur-
ied in the Brown/Bracy family plot at Oakland Cemetery in Camden. 
The inscription on his headstone is “Hugh C. Infant Son of  W. F. & 
Ann H. Bracy”)
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Friday 1: The weather is excessively hot and dry. I have re-
ceived a letter from Henry and am much relieved of  unpleasant 
apprehensions as to his health. He seems to be improving in 
health and is contented and pleased with his officers at Monti-
cello.

Saturday 2:  As usual. We have a good rain at last which is 
very refreshing.

Sunday 3: In like manner. I am losing my chickens - The old 
stock are dying with some disease and the young ones as fast as 
they are barely eatable are caught up on my neighbors premises 
by the negroes. This chagrins me much after taking so much 
care to raise them. I still sell some butter and eggs.

Monday 4: This morning so long ushered in by the rejoicings 
of  a free and happy people is in no wise noticed - That freedom 
and those happy days I fear have departed from our shores at 
least while I may live if  not forever. The contrast is melancholy. 
We are now under a military despotism obliged to have a pass to 
go through our own streets - All however made necessary by the 
necessities of  a terrible war.

HORSE THIEVES 

❖ “Henry has returned home to get another horse, his 
having been stolen from him at Camp down on 
Arkansas river. He looks well and is quite in the spirit 
of  making a soldier. I shall be put to trouble I fear to 
buy a horse. The most exorbitant prices are set on very 
common stock... Horses are scarce any way - $1500 
and $2,000 are asked for common horses (old issue) 
but I tell him to be patient I will get him one --”
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Tuesday 5:  Margaret has left us, and Dick went with her to 
spend some time. I consented to it because I have some hopes 
that he will apply himself  to his books with Margts children 
there while I could not prevail on him to do it here. We have 
a good season for crops.

Wednesday 6:  I today entered upon the duties of  my office 
having given bond in $20,000.00. It is a new situation, a new 
description of  business, and of  course I feel awkward in it.

Thursday 7:  I am now pushed with constant work in the 
office from 8 to 9 hours each day. My predecessor, Major 
Shall was appointed auditor for the Trans Mississippi District 
and left much of  the deposits rec’d in his time on my hands 
to be certified and reported. Hugh is working with me very 
closely and his information gained by being in the office be-
fore, especially in detecting counterfeits ( in which a great re-
sponsibility rests) enables me to get along much easier and 
safer.

Friday 8:  Busy all the time. I rise at sunrise feed my pigs, 
ducks and chickens and look after my domestic concerns un-
till a tolerably early breakfast say 7 1/2 o'clock. Then open 
the office until l2 1/2 to dinner and a short nap.  Then at the 
office untill evening. Look after my home matters untill dark, 
eat a frugal supper, sleep sound for the night- The weather is 
very warm, but my health is good and all are well on the 
place.

Saturday 9:  In like manner. Closed the office late in the 
evening, glad that tomorrow is Sunday.

Sunday 10:  Rested for the day - lounging and reading and 
writing a letter to my daughter and family.

Monday 11: Resumed my official duties as usual and am 
well satisfied with the office. The place is a very responsible 
one - the handling and care of  so much money but I think by 
proper care and caution that I will fill it with credit to myself  
and great benefit to Hugh. It will make him a business man 
if  he can stand the labor.

Tuesday 12:  In like manner. We are taking in the money 
for cancelling pretty largely yet--

Wednesday 13:  In like manner. I have rec’d a letter from 
Henry. He is well and contented.

Thursday 14:  In like manner. I am deeply interested in the 
accomplishment of  the Herculean labor I have engaged in. I 
feel the defects of  memory more than heretofore -

Friday 15:  In like manner - All things going on smoothly.

Saturday 16: I still sell the little marketing I have to spare. 
The rogues, are taking the few apples I have and I have 
started out Edmund to market them (green for pies) -

Sunday 17:  Went to the Episcopalian Church and spent 
the balance of  the day quietly at home.

Monday 18:  Resumed the duties of  my office early. No lei-
sure yet.

Tuesday 19:  Busy as ever. 
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Wednesday 20:  As usual. I am getting better up to the de-
scribed forms and can work faster. We are at a loss for paper 
and blank books. Feel the effects of  Blockade hourly. My du-
ties keep my mind employed in my lonesome sort of  single 
life--

Thursday 21:  In like manner. I omitted at the time to men-
tion the birth of  Ann's Son, owing to my Journal not being 
written up at that time. The little boy and his mother are 
both doing well so I have a grandson living, and his parents 
are delighted at the fact.

Friday 22: As usual. Our community is kept quiet being a 
military post, but we hear most distressing cases of  Jayhawk-
ing and robbing not far north of  us--

Saturday 23:  Henry has returned home to get another 
horse, his having been stolen from him at Camp down on Ar-
kansas river. He looks well and is quite in the spirit of  making 
a soldier. I shall be put to trouble I fear to buy a horse. The 
most exorbitant prices are set on very common stock. Unfor-
tunately the New Issue had not been sent out to take the 
place of  the old when the old was made to loose one third, - 
and has produced a decline in the value beyond what it has 
ever ranged at and horses are scarce any way - $1500 and 
$2,000 are asked for common horses (old issue) but I tell him 
to be patient I will get him one --

Sunday 24: Went to Ep. Church and rested quietly the bal-
ance of  the day.

Monday 25:  As usual. No leisure yet. All things working 
pleasantly in the office. And good health.

Tuesday 26:  As usual. We have Henry's company which 
fills one more seat at the table. He is a manly youth and 
promises to be a pleasure to his family. His health has im-
proved since he went away.

Wednesday 27:  The war is waging with terrible fury in the 
East. We seem to be holding our own -

Thursday 28:  As usual. We have had showers of  rain 
which were refreshing and the heat is not so great. The 
nights are much cooler --

Friday 29:  Busy as usual. I have sold about $50 of  green ap-
ples off  the lower tree in the garden.

Saturday 30:  In like manner. Henry succeeded in getting a 
pretty good old horse for $700 old issue. So I am that far re-
lieved. He is having his saddle covered anew at cost about 
$40. 1 have not chided him about the loss of  his horse, but 
think he will hardly let go another.

Sunday 31:  Another rest day and I enjoyed it. The weather 
cool enough for fire in the morning.
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Monday 1:  Busy as usual - Accounts from our armies not 
quite so favorable.

Tuesday 2: Not quite so much pressed with business as hereto-
fore - are working a little more leisurely.

Wednesday 3:  Very well satisfied with our progress in busi-
ness. I have again parted with Henry. His command (Gen'l Fa-
gan’s escort) are at Monticello. Have great fears that he will be 
sacrificed in the cruel war, but if  it comes it must. It has become 
his duty to go. He is a good boy and is becoming a manly youth. 
He is in the hands of  his Creator and he will do with him ac-
cording to his pleasure.

Thursday 4:  This morning Mr. Bracy and family and Hugh 
and family with little Clara - all left on a visit to Carletons in 
considerable glee, and will I hope have a highly pleasant time of  
it.

Friday 5:  I should have enjoyed greatly to have been with 
them but Hugh and I cannot leave at the same time and so the 
children can enjoy themselves socially. I will take part of  the 

GENERAL FAGAN

❖ “I have again parted with Henry. His command 
(Gen'l Fagan’s escort) are at Monticello.”

❖ In recognition for his service in the Camden 
Expedition, Fagan was promoted to major general on 
April 24, 1864, and commanded the Arkansas 
division of  Confederate cavalry during Price's Raid 
into Missouri.  The end of  the war found Fagan in 
command of  the District of  Arkansas of  the Trans-
Mississippi Department, which was active militarily 
until late April 1865. (Wikipedia)

624

DEEP ANXIETY ABOUT INDIA

August 1864

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_Fleming_Fagan
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_Fleming_Fagan


pleasure any way.  Susan, Ed and myself  have a lonesome 
time to it.

Saturday 6:  As usual. We have a little rain and I am glad it 
is Saturday.

Sunday 7. As usual. I enjoyed the days rest, and spent it ac-
cordingly.

Monday 8: Early at my business. Nothing out of  the usual 
routine. Ed is my companion.

Tuesday 9:  We have a severe wet spell. Heavy rains the wa-
ters rising somewhat. I am pleased to see a change in the sea-
sons - We had a series of  dry seasons about 5 to 6 years past 
which were uncomfortable and destructive to crops and espe-
cially to gardens.

Wednesday 10:  As usual. Hugh got a day or two since and 
is at his post - leaving his family at Mr. Carletons. We are get-
ting more familiar with the Treasury forms and the work is 
easier.

Thursday 11:  In the usuall way. A forward movement of  
our army begins to be spoken of, but I take it our military 
will as heretofore make such preparations and talk about it so 
long that the chance will slip of  doing anything.

Friday 12:  As usual - The rains still continue - ground very 
wet.

Saturday 13:  In like manner.  I do not feel quite so well. 
The weather has suddenly become cool and checked up my 
porous system too quickly.

Sunday 14:  At home as usual except an hour and one half  
at the Episcopal Church.

Monday 15:  Early at the office - Busy as usual. But not so 
much pressed as heretofore. We have got pretty well thro the 
unfinished matters in the office when I took charge of  it.

Tuesday 16:  As usual. Julia & Clara have got home - India 
is sick at ElDorado and I fear dangerous. Her bowels very se-
riously affected.  She has never recovered from her sickness 
in the spring and the measles following -

Wednesday 17:  In like manner. A verdant growth of  vege-
tation is springing up. Everything green.

Thursday 18:  In like manner. We have plenty of  peas, 
squashes and baked apples with a fine dish of  baked toma-
toes every other day. I have to economize bacon - but have 
enough to do untill Christmas, with the aid of  milk, butter 
and molasses.

Friday 19: I am getting used to the exactitude which my offi-
cial business requires, and it is not so troublesome as at first. I 
never was fond of  arithmetical calculations and never was as 
clear headed and ready in them as many are. My mind will 
occasionally wander off  in the midst of  my calculations, then 
error is the consequence, but there is much in habit, and 
every one should study and practice exact and minute accu-
racy in what they do, until the habit will be confirmed of  ac-
curacy.

Saturday 20:  Spent the day as usual in routine business, 
but in deep anxiety about India. I do fear the little dear child 
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is no more and her parents, unschooled as they are in family 
afflictions, it will almost kill them, - She is a very interesting 
child--

Sunday 21:  As usual. Only a little stirred up by an anony-
mous publication in the Herald, our little town paper, insinu-
ating in terms tolerably plain that I had taken the oath of  alle-
giance to the U. S. and then corruptly held office under the 
Confederate Gov't.

Monday 22:  As usual. The Confederate papers coming in 
fast. It certainly will become scarce after a while.

Tuesday 23:  In like manner. We are relieved in some de-
gree about India. She is some better---

Wednesday 24:  In like manner. We have a great deal of  
rain and vegetation flourishing-

Thursday 25:  Quite a bustle of  wagons teams, ambulances 
etc. removing ordinance stores and supplies for the advance 
of  our army. A portion of  which are already at Princeton.

Friday 26:  As usual, the weather has become warm again - 
Some deaths in town.

Saturday 27:  As usual. Not so hard pressed in the office as 
we have been but closely confined and enough to do. We 
have an experiment of  our work on a lot of  about $675,000. 
distribution in packages, and counted which proves pretty 
well. We are $80 over in that sum - so we have not made any 
material mistakes. We have the amount of  money our certifi-
cates call for. I employed Mr. Terril- a clerk to assist Hugh in 

distributing and counting the funds received by Major Shall 
during his time. They are now at that job at my safe at office 
while I myself  carry on the operations of  this office--

Sunday 28:  I remained at home at rest. Clara has a distress-
ing cough which alarms me and perhaps from cold, her hear-
ing is affected. She is not in good health but about --

Monday 29:  Closely at the office. My health continues 
good and close and responsible employment keep my mind 
engaged. I felt myself  called upon to make a public denial of  
the Report of  my having taken the oath of  Allegiance to U.S. 
which I did in the last paper. I did not notice the slanderous 
publication before alluded to (under a fictitious name), but 
fully met the matter as far as it related to me. I think I was for-
tunate in the management of  and diction of  the publication. 
The vile slanderer, who ever he may be, is I think left out in 
the cold, without his man, - He is the boy who had but one 
load of  ammunition, overcharged, over shot and had the mor-
tification of  seeing the game move off  at his leisure unhurt -

Tuesday 30:  As usual. Weather hot and mosquitoes almost 
intolerable. They are a sad annoyance-

Wednesday 31:  Bracy has gone down again to see his 
child, still languishing. Dick returned with him after spending 
several days with me. He seems to do better with his sister 
Margt than anyone else, and the country situation is better 
for him.
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Thursday 1: About as hot a day as has passed this season - 
and mosquitoes frightful -

Friday 2:  Hot as ever. We moved our office this morning to a 
room in the Court House which is better than where we were. I 
see before me a laborious fall and winters work and must en-
deavor to be as well fixed for it as circumstances will admit. I am 
becoming familiar with the forms of  proceeding and that light-
ens the labor.

Saturday 3:  Had a close days work in the office. I rec’d a let-
ter from Margt. which informs me that India is still too weak to 
be brought home and is improving very slowly. Excessively hot.

Sunday 4:  At home at rest and bringing up my Journal. The 
greater part of  the Ark. Army have moved forward. Gen'l Price 
left here a week ago. Little Rock will probably be cut off  if  not 
evacuated. They are just trying now to do what ought to have 
been done a year ago, or more properly what the necessity for 
doing now, should never have been permitted to exist. Little 
Rock never would have been given up if  we had had a Gen'l in 
command.

ATLANTA

❖ In 1864 Atalanta became the target of  a major Union 
invasion (the subject of  the 1939 film Gone with the 
Wind). On September 1, 1864, Confederate General 
John Bell Hood evacuated Atlanta, after a five-week 
siege mounted by Union General William Sherman, 
and ordered all public buildings and possible 
Confederate assets destroyed.

❖ On September 2, Mayor James Calhoun surrendered 
the city. Sherman sent a telegram to Washington 
reading, "Atlanta is ours, and fairly won" He ordered 
the civilian population to evacuate. (Wikipedia)
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Monday 5:  There is no telling what this state has suffered 
for the want of  officers or rather by supernumerary officers 
unfit for their places. - My chickens (and I have raised many) 
are still disappearing, not by the soldiers, but by some neigh-
bors and neighbors negroes, caught up when they go out.

Tuesday 6:  I spent the day as usual. We are just at this time 
more hopeful about a successful termination of  the war than 
for the last year.

Wednesday 7:  As usual. Our currency is getting worse and 
worse. The failure of  the Government to furnish the new is-
sue when the time arrived under the Currency Act, taxing 
the present issue 33 1/2 percent, has still further depreciated 
the money, as confidence has been shaken in the good faith 
of  the Government. We can scarcely buy anything with the 
Confederate notes and if  we do, it is at such prices that it is 
ruinous.

Thursday 8:  As usual. Mr. Bracy and Ann are still at Mr. 
C’s. India not being well enough to bring her up. We have fre-
quent deaths, the country is unhealthy at this time.

Friday 9:  In like manner. I am still zealous in the duties of  
my office and highly attentive to it, but it is a new depart-
ment to me and it causes me to scratch my head and loose 
much sweat, in keeping up all right. I never was a clear, quiet 
accountant and in making out reports of  what we do the cal-
culations are so large, composed of  so many separate transac-
tions, each of  which have to appear with the utmost exact-
ness, and be reported accordingly on official forms with 
which I was unacquainted my brain is severely taxed to keep 

all up, and especially that I have the responsibility of  some 
five millions in my charge, and the amount daily increasing.

Saturday 10:  As usual. Our apples have all gone. And I 
have scarce any vegetables but the common peas. "I eat to 
live" now not "live to eat" - Indeed I think but little about eat-
ing.

Sunday 11:  I spent the day as usual. I have a severe annoy-
ance which has not been usual here, the mosquitoes, they are 
very numerous. I cannot take my nap in day time, and I have 
to endure smoke at night to get to sleep for I have no bar.

Monday 12:  I resumed my usual labors, with a will-- 

Tuesday 13:  In like manner. My supply of  corn is failing 
and I am to have great trouble in getting more - There will 
be distress for bread before another crop-

Wednesday 14:  In like manner - We have had more rain 
and the weather has become suddenly cool. Fatal cases of  
sickness are occurring both in the town and country.

Thursday 15:  Mr. Bracy and Ann have got home with 
their little sick child She is a mere skeleton.

Friday 16:  As usual. There seems to be apprehensions of  
misfortunes to our Army. Atlanta has fallen and I fear our 
army in that quarter is overpowered - also the Fort at Mobile 
Bay has been taken.

Saturday 17:  As usual - I am glad tomorrow is Sunday - a 
days rest is desirable to me.
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Sunday 18:  Went to the Episcopal Church - balance of  day 
rested at home--

Monday 19:   Resumed my labors as usual. I arise at day-
light, feed my pigs and poultry and see to my usual house-
hold matters till breakfast thence to the office. In the evening 
till sunset, then until dark about my outdoor arrangements, 
then war with the mosquitoes until 9 or 10 and then some 
sleep until day.

Tuesday 20:    Our war news rather unfavorable and great 
scarcity of  provision at home imminent. The army takes al-
most everything. Margaret has sent me a handsome suit of  
homespun cloth, which I value highly and will relieve me 
greatly this fall, and next spring, but how to get my sewing 
done I know not. I have not time to hunt around and make 
better arrangements. Julia is making my pants, but I need a 
good deal of  sewing both for myself  and the children.

Wednesday 21:  As usual. Clara stays with Ann again, and 
Ed is the only table companion I have. And the poor little fel-
low is not in good health - though he does not lie up.

Thursday 22:  The garrison at this place has been strength-
ened, Gen'l McGruder after tarrying a few days here went on 
to Monticello. I heard from Henry. He was at Batesville en-
route to Missouri on the 13th inst. He and his horse both do-
ing well-

Friday 23: I spent the day as usual. Our war news rather un-
favorable. The tide seems to be turning against us for the pre-

sent and our hopes of  the success of  the present campaign 
flagging.

Saturday 24:  As usual. Henry Cleaver is gone to Texas on 
business and Ed and myself  alone. He is very affectionate 
and I sympathize with him in his lonely time thro the day 
while I am absent.

Sunday 25:  I spent the day at rest and visiting my children 
who live on each side of  me.

Monday 26:  Busy as usual. I am becoming more familiar 
with the routine of  my business and I can do more, and bet-
ter than at first. I am preparing the funds taken in by Major 
Shall for sending off  to Marshall to the Treasury Agency.

Tuesday 27:   In like manner. The weather has become 
cool. My cabbage had begun to grow and the thieves made 
such a breach upon them that I will have to use what is left or 
get more. I had but a small patch at any rate and I regret the 
loss of  them but we have to submit to many disagreeable 
things these times.

Wednesday 28:  As usual. It is well that I have business to 
engross my attention for I was too hopeless and helpless to 
idly survey the ruin that is going on around me -

Thursday 29:  In like manner. My corn is out and I know 
not where I can get any - By special favor I received 12 bush-
els from Squire Patton at moderate price of  $7.50 in old is-
sue. Indeed it is not in this neighborhood and the army are 
taking what there is, and destroying the hay crop and potatoe 
which would help out greatly.
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Friday 30:  We have had an unusual press of  deposits this 
week, as the 5's are subject to tax next week of  33 1/3 perct. 
They are funding them now at par.
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Saturday 1:  Our news from abroad very meager but enough 
is learned to know that things are going against us in Georgia. 
Our army is overpowered.

Sunday 2:  Spent the day at rest as usual.

Monday 3:  Busy as usual. Our army is falling back from Mon-
ticello - Don't know why - 

Tuesday 4:  In like manner. Little India is beginning to walk a 
little, but like a ghost.

Wednesday 5:  Weather heavy and every thing looks gloomy. 
Atlanta has fallen and our Arkansas Regiments suffered severely.

Thursday 6:  I am plodding on in my usual routine, not taking 
time to dwell upon impending dangers and misfortunes, and am 
thankful that so far I am greatly favored amidst the general ruin, 
altho I have lost vastly in the way of  property.

Friday 7:  Henry Cleaver has returned, and I am less lonesome 
at my meals.

MARSHALL, TEXAS

❖ “Hugh started to Marshall with the cancelled funds 
which my predecessor took in say $3,000,000.00.”

❖ Marshall became the seat of  civil authority and 
headquarters of  the Trans-Mississippi Postal 
Department after the fall of  Vicksburg. The city 
would remain influential in the Confederacy throughout 
the war, as a power center west of  the Mississippi. 
Photo above is of  the Wyalucing plantation outside of  
Marshall which was the childhood home of  the only 
woman to appear on Confederate currency, Lucy 
Holcombe Pickens. (Wikipedia) 
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Saturday 8:   Day quite cool. Autumnal breezes whistle 
around us, and summer has bid us farewell for this season. 
But it is melancholy to compare each season of  this year with 
the past. We then thought all gloomy but little we knew of  
the worst to come - besides death has visited our citizens with 
an unsparing hand.

Sunday 9: I went to the Presbyterian Church and heard an 
eloquent sermon from Rev. Hunter of  the Methodist Church 
and thought deeply on the uncertainty of  human affairs, and 
could properly apply the sentiment that "there is nothing sure 
but Heaven". 

Monday 10:  Spent the day as usual - Our town is again 
crowded with soldiers and particularly with officers. And 
want begins to stare our people in the face.

Tuesday 11:  In like manner. Hugh started to Marshall with 
the cancelled funds which my predecessor took in say 
$3,000,000.00. He had to go with a common waggon being 
the best the military would furnish and he will have a slow 
trip of  it.

Wednesday 12:   Spent the day as usual, having the assis-
tance of  Mr. Sillman in Hughs absence.

Thursday 13:   India Bracy is gradually getting better but 
Del. is sick with a fever.

Friday 14: Deposits have slackened a little but I have long 
reports of  past weeks to make out and duplicate, which keep 
me closely at work. My health continues unusually good not-
withstanding my severe confinement.

Saturday 15:  I spent the day busily as usual. We are getting 
on tolerably well, but having to carry on two or three differ-
ent matters at the same time, for instance examining and 
counting the money sometimes, and issuing certificates and 
then making our Reports by snatches. I am very liable to 
make mistakes, and it taxes my circumspection very greatly 
to get all right.

Sunday 16:  I remained at home, except going over to Mr. 
Bracy's and Hughs and reading newspapers.

Monday 17:  Resumed my office business at an early hour, 
and was constantly engaged as usual untill near sunset, with 
the exception of  time to walk hastily to an economical din-
ner. I have never worked closer or with more eagerness. In 
fact my duty and my pecuniary safety required it.

Tuesday 18:  As usual. I am hard put up for some corn, got 
one load of  12 bushels lately at $7.50 currency and don’t 
know where I am to get more.

Wednesday 19:   As usual. I have my hands cutting and 
splitting wood, and some of  the waggons halling for one half  
the wood. This is the way I will have to get my wood this win-
ter.

Thursday 20:  In like manner. Our prospects as a people 
are very dark at this crisis. A considerable army of  Infantry, 
artillery and cavalry are now eating out and destroying our 
country and doing nothing, only perhaps holding a much 
smaller force of  the enemy in check - After they get all there 
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is in the country - we fear they will fall back and leave us a 
prey to the enemy and to starvation--

Friday 21:   In like manner. I am still getting wood. The 
weather is pleasant and health improving.

Saturday 22:  As usual. I get very low down in hopes and 
spirits occasionally. What is to come of  my dear children I 
know not. My own time of  toil and trouble must be short as I 
have well nigh run my race, but these dear ones whom I have 
spent my life in struggling to provide for and educate - their 
future is truly gloomy. We were told that this war would leave 
posterity free and happy, all I can see of  tendency is to leave 
them beggars and tenants of  the grave --

Sunday 23:  I went out to see a shoe maker to have a pair 
of  cloth shoes made for Susan - for leather is almost out of  
the question. I am so hurried during the week that I cannot 
leave my office to attend to even necessary little family mat-
ters. In the evening I read such scraps of  news as we could 
get from Northern papers.

Monday 24:  Resumed my business early - and feel re-
freshed with a days rest. It is fortunate for me in these times 
of  gloom that I am so engrossed that I have not time to dwell 
on the dark prospects ahead - so much as I otherwise would.  
If  an overruling Providence do not take us by the hand in 
this our day of  Adversity - our case is hopeless - Human 
strength and Human agencies are against us and we can't 
imagine the horrors of  our fate.

Tuesday 25:  I have got one more load of  corn - at the mod-
erate price of  $5.00 per bushel new issue. I am now feeding 
my hogs to fatten them - and that is my prospect for bacon--

Wednesday 26:  As usual. My dear boy H. Clay is in Mo. - 
if  alive- We cannot hear from him but we learn thro St. 
Louis papers that Price is on the Arkansas River above St. 
Louis, about in the heart of  the State - His appearance there 
is giving some alarm in Mo.

Thursday 27:  Hugh got home from Texas today - having 
delivered - over his deposits at the Treasury and obtaining re-
ceipt. That lightens the burthen on me some. We also re-
ceived our pay in new issue for the quarter - say $625 to me 
and $375 to him. This helps some.

Friday 28:  Feel relieved at Hughs safe return, and am a lit-
tle cheered as to the state of  our affairs at Camden - only tem-
porarily however. Nothing promises us safety permanently.

Saturday 29:  Very closely engaged in making out my re-
ports which had fallen behind in Hughs absence.

Sunday 30:  Went out again to see about shoes, one pair 
made and spoilt wont fit - awkwardly made etc. Great diffi-
culty about material and all workmen have gone.

Monday 31:  I spent the day as usual. Quite an army now 
here - Infantry cavalry and artillery having destroyed the 
country East of  the Ouachita, fallen back here to finish the 
scrap left in reach of  this place and nothing done. McGrud-
ers taking command now has done very little good - Things 
going on pretty much as they were - Price and his cavalry - a 
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large force - gone to Mo. My poor boy Henry with then. 
Very doubtful whether I shall see him again. The balance of  
the army falling back and Steel and all the enemy laughing at 
our movements.
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Tuesday 1:   Busy as usual, making out Reports. Receiving a 
good deal of  money.

Wednesday 2:  As usual. Provisions getting still more scarce - 
and money worthless. Nearly all those who can, moving off  espe-
cially all east of  the Ouachitta River. Women and children often 
soldier’s wife suffering for want of  bread and meat and clothing. 
Our idle soldiers taking the little left in different neighborhoods, 
by which their wants could in part have been supplies.

Thursday 3:  As usual. Our town is gradually becoming more 
dilapidated. The officers occupying all the better sort of  houses 
and neat dwellings that can be had - and the soldiers and army 
negroes and thieving citizens pulling down all unoccupied build-
ings. The work of  desolation going on with a steady pace as fast 
as the enemy cares for. Our own idle army will soon finish the 
job for Arkansas. No matter what sacrifices the people may have 
made for the Army.

Friday 4:  Our office business goes on laboriously - and I hope 
correctly. I have no doubt we sometimes let some counterfeits 
slip and will loose them, but some advantages we have on ac-

LINCOLN

❖ “...most likely that Lincoln is elected. I have been at a 
loss to determine whether it would be better for us that 
he or McClellan should succeed. It was but War or 
Reconstruction any way and I am satisfied that no 
Government erected by the Democrats could be 
permanent - altho they professed to be for 
Constitutional rights. I am also satisfied that our 
leaders will not consent to any terms for peace but such 
as would place them at the head of  things, until all or 
nearly all the fighting men of  the Confederacy are 
exterminated.”
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count of  the office in making turn over of  our own money 
will I presume make us whole --

Saturday 5:  In like manner. The health of  all the family is 
at length pretty well restored.

Sunday 6:  As usual. A considerable portion of  the army fal-
ling back towards Red River for supplies having exhausted 
this part of  the country. They will conquer that valley this 
winter and next season - Such management as our so called 
Commanders have had in this State will soon conquer any 
country. The men have fought bravely on every occasion 
where they were handled so as to make it count - but I sup-
pose half  our fighting men are already dead from disease and 
exposure and accidents of  war.

Monday 7:  As usual. Mr. Terral a good clerk will com-
mence with us Monday. This will enable us to get along with 
more ease but the work is increasing.

Tuesday 8:  Dick has made us a visit, looks well and is grow-
ing fast. I am very anxious to have him at school but cannot 
get time to go into the country to make arrangements for 
him. He has mind enough and common sense enough to 
make a smart man if  he can be managed aright. He evinces 
sound desire now to improve himself.

Wednesday 9:  As usual. We hear unfavorable reports from 
Price in Mo. but hope they are not true.

Thursday 10:   We have had a very pleasant season for the 
last two months and it is worthy of  remark that the fall sea-
son is the only pleasant season we have here, there being nei-

ther excessive heat nor cold, and fewer changes than in any 
other. We have had no killing frost yet, and only sufficient 
rain to be useful.

Friday 11:   Reports of  the defeat and retreat of  Price from 
Mo. are being confirmed - An unfortunate adventure I fear. 
The election for President of  the U. S. has come off  - most 
likely that Lincoln is elected. I have been at a loss to deter-
mine whether it would be better for us that he or McClellan 
should succeed. It was but War or Reconstruction any way 
and I am satisfied that no Government erected by the Demo-
crats could be permanent - altho they professed to be for Con-
stitutional rights. I am also satisfied that our leaders will not 
consent to any terms for peace but such as would place them 
at the head of  things, until all or nearly all the fighting men 
of  the Confederacy are exterminated - I do not know that it 
matters much with us which may be elected.

Saturday 12:  I feel that is is fortunate for me that I am so 
engrossed with business matters and making provisions for 
my dear family, housekeeping etc. that I have not time to fore-
bode the impending evils to us and to our once happy coun-
try---

Sunday 13:  Reports of  Price’s failure and retreat from Mo. 
confirmed. Dick returned to Mr. Careltons.

Monday 14: I am very low down in spirits. I think this is the 
most gloomy period of  the War and scarce any prospect of  
its termination untill all are ruined - Root and branch -
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Tuesday 15:  I attended preaching by the Chaplain of  our 
branch of  the Army, Mr. Jewell, Methodist - and heard a 
very appropriate sermon, handsomely delivered, and eagerly 
listened to by a very orderly and crowded congregation of  sol-
diers - I was rejoiced to see so many belonging to the army so 
much concerned about their everlasting welfare, for I cannot 
look upon them in any other light than as victims going to 
the altar whose shrine is the ambition of  wicked men-

Wednesday 16:  Resumed my accustomed routine early 
and continued late as I do all the time. I have no fixed office 
hours, only so long as I can see to do business in the evening. 
I then attend to domestic affairs and hearing the children’s 
lessons untill bedtime and am generally waiting for daylight 
in the morning - Very cold -

Thursday 17:  As usual. Only I am losing more sleep for a 
few nights past than common. When I awake in the night 
busy thought will intrude and disturbs my rest - Nothing but 
a dark future for us and our children---

Friday 18: In like manner. A very severe freeze - Very cold 
indeed.

Saturday 19:  I was thankful amidst the great wreck of  hu-
man happiness that I am still permitted to have so many com-
forts - I have as yet a comfortable house to shelter me and my 
dear little ones, plenty of  fuel to keep us warm - a good bed 
to rest upon and my two youngest, the innocent offspring of  
a sainted mother, so long my companion in the shifting 
scenes of  life, one on each side of  me vying with each other 
who shall be nearest.  At the same time enough of  the sub-

stantials of  food and raiment to support us, altho obtained 
with difficulty and costing much of  my worldly substance to 
procure them. How long this will be the case there is much 
doubt but most likely not another year.

Sunday 20:  I have at length heard from Henry - that he has 
returned to the State alive but no particulars of  his condition 
- supposed to be in tolerable health - on foot etc. The expedi-
tion has been one of  the worst of  the war and I have reason 
to be thankful that even his life has been preserved. Think it 
strange that no letters have been received from him or any of  
his companions, but it is likely that they had neither ink nor 
paper.

Monday 21:  Still much engrosses with the business of  my 
office. Very little time for anything else.

Tuesday 22:  As usual. Nothing encouraging from our ar-
mies. Our army here falling back towards Red River, without 
having accomplished any thing but to desolate the country 
and leave hundreds of  families in a starving condition - al-
most all who are able to move are trying to go to Texas to get 
out of  the way of  our own army. Indeed there is not bread 
and meat left to feed all.

Wednesday 23:   In like manner. All deploring the ravages 
of  an idle, undisciplined army and the reports unfavorable 
from the East side of  the Miss. River.

Thursday 24:    We have received none of  the New issue as 
yet, and there is great difficulty in getting it. The old is al-
most useless as it will not buy any of  the leading articles most 
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needed - All that has been paid out as yet in this department 
went to the army and for contingent expenses of  the Govern-
ment.  Meantime the old is being deposited very largely and 
is not now considered of  scarcely any value- It is selling at 
two to three for one of  the new issue.

Friday 25:   We still have no particulars from my boy Henry, 
and are very anxious about him.

Saturday 26:  Busy as usual. Hugh’s health is worse. I 
greatly fear his disease has made a new advance upon him. 
His cough is troublesome especially at night and his system is 
not acting well. We have a great deal of  damp weather sud-
denly changing from warm to cold and vice versa calculated 
to wreck the system even of  the sound.

Sunday 27:  Went to hear a good sermon and enjoyed it 
well. I have been so closely pushed during the week for some 
time that the Sabbath days rest is appreciated. I have not 
even time to attend to the lessons of  my two little scholars, 
only occasionally and that on the sabbath and at night.

Monday 28:  Resumed the duties of  the week. I now have 
two clerks and cannot still keep up. 

Tuesday 29:   In like manner.

Wednesday 30:  I am very much depressed - I would think 
seriously of  getting over into Mexico if  I had the physical 
and pecuniary ability with my family. As far as human 
agency is concerned things seem to be entirely against us. We 
are too much on the East side to cope with the hoards of  the 
North - And we have not the officers, West to do anything. Be-

sides our armies West have been permitted to idle and rob 
and steal untill it would be very hard now to bring them un-
der proper discipline.

Thursday 31:  As usual. I have killed two or three of  my 
hogs and we have fresh meat - But are for the first time since 
I have kept house entirely without vegetables or fruit (except 
a short time before I could raise any when I first settled in the 
woods of  Dallas). We are strictly down to what is called “Hog 
& Hominy" and that very hard to obtain. What corn I am us-
ing is costing me about $10 per bushel "net issue" - I shall 
have enough of  my old flour left to use once a day.
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Friday 1:   Under the Mercy of  God I am permitted to open 
my eyes upon the light of  my 64th birthday, and am in health 
and activity, tho partly from time and partly from the hopeless 
state of  our country, and of  those dear ones I expect to leave be-
hind me, my mental faculties are somewhat impaired, especially 
my memory. In a state of  gloom and despondency the mind as 
well as the body loses its activity and energy. Hope stimulates 
both: gives energy to both: Without hope life is not worth pre-
serving. Still I have a hope beyond the Grave - for which I am 
thankful. In a worldly view I am much reduced in the past year, 
but have not myself  to blame. The terrible war has done its 
work on my estate - and I cannot gainsay that as a people we 
have deserved all that has befallen us both North and South. We 
have disregarded yea spurned the richest blessings in Govern-
ment that ever a merciful God gave to Man. We have abused the 
highest privilege and trifled with his Goodness to us, and how 
should we expect as a nation to escape his wrath. It may be that 
in his own good time he will come to our rescue, for which it is 
our duty earnestly to pray.

WASHINGTON, AR

❖  “I am much relieved to learn that my worthy boy, 
Henry has gotten through to Washington, his wound 
nearly well and his health sound - He has made the 
Test of  his health in the Army, and I have now hopes 
that he can stand it. I expect to see him once more at 
least. He will be almost as one arisen from the dead.”
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Saturday 2:  I spent the day as usual. My milk and butter 
has greatly fallen off  and this has been the main source of  liv-
ing - I know not how I am to feed my cows this winter. My 
poultry also have died and been stolen and that branch of  
our support is likely to fail.

Sunday 3:  I spent the day at home and at Hugh’s and 
Ann’s, taking my rest--

Monday 4:  As usual at my office - I work constantly from a 
little after sun rise untill about sunset only taking a few min-
utes to eat a plain dinner.

Tuesday 5:  As usual. I feel that the clouds are thickening 
over our devoted heads. The East side of  the Mi. River is be-
ginning to evince its weakness - Want of  men. Sherman's 
march throughout Georgia without serious resistance proves 
what our authorities wouldn't acknowledge.

Wednesday 6:  In the usual drudgery of  office business.

Thursday 7:   I am much relieved to learn that my worthy 
boy, Henry has gotten through to Washington, his wound 
nearly well and his health sound - He has made the Test of  
his health in the Army, and I have now hopes that he can 
stand it. I expect to see him once more at least. He will be al-
most as one arisen from the dead.

Friday 8:  Spent the day as usual, only a little more buoyant 
on acct of  Henry’s safety.

Saturday 9:  Henry is with us - looks well - nearly naked - 
Without horse, without clothes, and having performed the se-

verest expedition of  this worst of  wars, in the most inclement 
season, in hunger and want, with a pretty severe wound - 
done his duty as a good soldier - and is still the same upright 
youth. He does not murmur, but seems ready for whatever 
happens.

Sunday 10:   Spent the day more cheerfully than usual. The 
children are all present but Margaret.

Monday 11:   I omitted to mention that Dick is with us. He 
makes his home with Margt mostly.

Tuesday 12:   In like manner. I am grieved about Henry’s 
horse. I have bought two for him and would be glad to keep 
him mounted in his present company, but it would require 
$1500 or $2,000 currency at present to get him a tolerable 
outfit, and in view of  the difficulties ahead and possibly the 
necessity of  moving my family, I do not feel able to spare the 
money. I must keep the means of  taking care of  my helpless 
ones - I tell him to return to his company and I think he will 
be provided with cavalry outfit before long. He seems satis-
fied to make the best of  it and don't complain --

Wednesday 13:  Nothing worthy of  note today.

Thursday 14:  We have had a very hard freeze tho of  short 
duration - I am wholly without vegetables and have been for 
some time - I have come down to "Hog & Hominy" and I 
feel thankful that I have enough of  that. I have killed about 
600 lbs. of  good pork and have two more hogs to kill. This is 
the last hope - I have fed these in the pen from pigs - costly 
meat - corn and the halling now costing $12 to $13 per 
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bushel. But I have it - that is the meat and the lard. I might 
not otherwise have it. This is the last of  my stock of  hogs. 
Every year, yea, every month is discovering the last of  some-
thing which I cannot replace. Exhaustion is gradual but sure. 
How we can live here another year I know not.

Friday 15:  Henry goes down to see his sister M. & family. I 
am glad for him to do so. They have strong affections for 
each other and she cannot come to see him.

Saturday 16:  I spent the day as usual.

Sunday 17:  In like manner. The people of  the country are 
moving on to Texas in most instances where they have ne-
groes, and are so situated that they can move.

Monday 18:  An advance by the Yankees is confidently ex-
pected in the Spring and there is not bread and meat left in 
the country by our army to keep all going another year -

Tuesday 18:   We have high water. Quite an overflow. The 
two or three remaining steam boats we have on the 
Ouachitta are bringing up some corn and wheat. The most 
of  the troops have been ordered into winter quarters over 
near Red River and about Washington. They cannot subsist 
here any longer. They have already reduced this section and 
especially all East of  the Ouachita to beggary and women 
and children, in many instances soldiers families to the bor-
ders of  starvation. One brigade and the Post guard merely re-
main here - probably a sufficient garrison for the place.

Wednesday 19:   Our office business is very pressing - I 
have hired an additional clerk and still we cannot keep up 

with it. Our weekly reports and monthly accounts current we 
are obliged to let alone untill the end of  the time for receiv-
ing old issue.

Thursday 20:  Henry has returned home and is preparing 
to go to his command at Washington. He does not wish to re-
main beyond his furlough altho it is believed that under the 
circumstances scarcely any will return for some time.

Friday 23:  Bad weather. News discouraging abroad - Fam-
ine threatening at home - Jayhawkers - alias bad soldiers - 
robbing the people of  the country and negroes deserters from 
our army and low citizens stealing every thing they can get 
hold of--

Saturday 24:  Henry Clay started today to Washington to 
his company. Willis goes with him to bring back the horse he 
rode. Afraid to go farther than the days ride for fear the 
horse would be stolen or taken from the boy on his return - 
So Henry will have to make the best of  his way some 30 
miles after todays ride. He leaves like a soldier. Loves his 
home and his friends, but goes without a murmur wherever 
duty calls him. He is the third noble son I have raised and if  
it be the Will of  Providence that he survive this murderous 
war I doubt not he will be an example worthy of  imitation in 
his day and generation.

Sunday 25:  Another Christmas I have been spared to see. I 
am waked up this morning by the thoughtless glee of  my lit-
tle innocent children, proclaiming, and discussing what Santa 
Claus has done for them - crying Christmas Gift! to each 
other, etc. How happy they are not to feel the change of  the 
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times! Not to know how their fathers heart sinks in him, and 
irregularly throbs for their fate when he considers the future 
that is likely to await them. Oh that they and all my offspring 
could be translated to some quiet mountain, inaccessible to 
their fellow men where I might spend the balance of  my days 
with them in ignorance of  the wickedness of  the times - of  
the desolation, cruelty and bloodshed daily exhibited in our 
fair land. I pursued my duties in reading and as usual untill 
dinner - I then partook of  an excellent dinner at Hughs with 
my children, grand children and a few friends, where we 
seemed for the time to forget our real situation and to enjoy 
life in good cheer and social harmony.

Monday 26:  I spent the day industriously as usual only in-
dulged about an hour in socially partaking of  a fine dinner at 
Mr. Bracy’s.

Tuesday 27:   As usual. I have no Christmas leisure. The 
pressure of  the business of  the office increasing.

Wednesday 28:  In like manner. The quantity of  C. S. 
Treasury notes is astonishing. The old issue is now rating very 
low. I sold some for new for five and some for 1 new, four and 
three for new. Sold war bonds at one new for three - In this 
way I am increasing my funds (such as they are) very fast. I 
have turned over so much of  my salary as I have received for 
last quarter to good account. Also made something for Gra-
ham and Brown on their War Bonds.

Tursday 29:  There is such a press in the office I have just 
to open the safe and have it thrown in as they bring it with la-
bels, name amount etc. so that we can count, examine and is-

sue certificates for it at our leisure after the time closes for re-
ceiving it. In the mean time I issue certificates as fast as I 
can--

Friday 30:  In like manner. I work closely at the office from 
a little after sun rise - until nearly dark without time deliber-
ately to mend my pen, except a few minutes to take a hasty 
dinner.

Saturday 31:  In like manner, all day and after supper untill 
near nine o’clock so that all the mails might get in and all 
who were at hand might have a chance to deposit. I then 
closed the office against "old issue'. It is henceforth dead un-
less Congress revives it, and I feel that a heavy burthen was 
off  my shoulders. The receiving is over, the next thing will be 
paying out the next issue.
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Chapter 14

This year marks the end of  the Civil War and the end of  

the diary. Later, but not recorded in the diary, John 

Brown will marry Jane Rounsaville and they will have 

one child. He will die in 1872. The photo on the right is 

the only known photo of  John Brown in existence today.
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Sunday 1:  Went to the Methodist Church and heard a good 
sermon from Mr. Ratliff. Another year has passed and we find 
ourselves in a far worse condition than we were 12 months ago. 
Our case, so far as human agency is concerned is now hopeless. 
Unless a merciful God will interpose his All-powerful Arm to res-
cue us we are overpowered, and utterly ruined as people. My 
predictions as to the result of  the War, are all coming true, and 
we are not only suffering the agonies of  hopeless ruin, but have 
the aggravating reflection to bear, that it is all suicidal. We could 
have safely and honorably avoided the war, at least untill we 
were better prepared for it.

The happiness of  33,000,000 of  people. The sacred value of  Re-
publican institutions and free Government, national pride and 
national greatness all weighed but little in the scales with the 
party whose motto was "Rule or Ruin". Whenever they were de-
feated politically and the power taken out of  their hands, they 
were for “WAR" or anything else - some pretext was soon found 
to "precipitate" the people into Revolution, - Hence the true 

GREENBACKS

❖ “I receive for my salary $625 per Quarter in New 
Issue. This is of  service to me and what I can spare 
of  it I apply to purchasing "Green backs" as the 
Federal paper money is called, and certificates of  
Deposit for New Issue.”

❖ A United States Note, also known as a Legal Tender 
Note, is a type of  paper money that was issued from 
1862 to 1971 in the U.S. They were known 
popularly as "greenbacks" in their heyday, a name 
inherited from the Demand Notes that they replaced in 
1862. (Wikipedia)
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cause of  all this Ruin - Slavery - was the ready pretext and it 
proved effectual. Our Democratic Fire Eaters, were so far 
blinded by the hope of  being at the head of  a Government in 
their own hands, they would not or could not take a states-
man like view of  the matter. They were actually afraid the op-
portunity would slip of  so good a pretext for disorganization, 
and with great industry and the zeal of  the most fiery politi-
cal ambition forced it step by step on the people against their 
will. Nor do I excuse the North from the culpability of  this 
matter. They had their wicked leaders too. They had their po-
litical ambitionists who worked upon the masses, making a 
pretext of  the same hobby to keep themselves in power, and 
the matter was pressed on both sides by political ambition, 
and the people, duped, humbugged and finally victimized.

Monday 2:  We resumed our work in the office equally bus-
ily but more quietly than heretofore - We have a great deal to 
do before we get clear of  "Old Issue" yet.

Tuesday 3:  In like manner. I am busy making, out and sign-
ing certificates the clerks in making our Reports to the Treas-
ury, which we have not been able to keep up for some two 
months. I am trying to gain time to make a visit to Margt. 
and her little family.

Wednesday 4: As usual. We have had much rugged and un-
pleasant weather.

Thursday 5:  In like manner. My milk and butter failing 
which is a severe grievance to us -

Friday 6:  Also. We are living very hard and sparingly. No 
vegetables. I luckily have some fresh meat which I have been 
killing so as to have the full benefit of  spare ribs and back-
bones.

Saturday 8:  Also. Capt. Cleaver and myself  and my little 
ones are pretty well down to "Hog & Hominy" - I don't know 
how long this will last. Provisions are almost out of  the ques-
tion now in market.

Sunday 8:  I spent the day as usual on Sunday. I am trying 
to live a life of  duty as far as the frailties of  our nature, and 
established habits will allow, but must confess we are (our 
race is) poor and needy creatures. We can do nothing accept-
able without Divine Assistance.

Monday 9:  As usual at the office.

Tuesday 10:  In like manner.

Wednesday 11:  In the same busy routine of  official duties. 
I have even had an aversion to official responsibilities and my 
doctrine is that when we do undertake to perform official du-
ties, our time, thought, and whatever of  capacity we have 
should be energetically devoted to them - unless we are will-
ing to do this, we never should undertake them.

Thursday 12: In like manner. News from abroad very dis-
couraging.

Friday 13:   Also. I am very much depressed at the prospect 
before us.
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Saturday 14:  Want stares us in the face. Many of  our poor 
women and children in the country are suffering now.

Sunday 15:  As usual.

Monday 16:  As usual at the office. We are now making out 
the Reports of  cash deposited etc. for transmission to the 
Agency of  the Treasury T. M. D. at Marshall, Texas.

Tuesday 17:  In like manner.

Wednesday 18:  Likewise.

Thursday 19:  I am killing the last two hogs in the pen - for 
want of  corn to feed them (except one shoat). They are not 
fat, but pretty good meat. I have killed about 8 or 900 lbs. 
pork which I have raised in the pen, cost I suppose, first and 
last 75¢ per lb. but I am glad I have the meat. I know not 
where I am to get corn for bread and for my fowls -

Friday 20:  Still busy at the office. I am laying out what 
"New issue" I can spare for certificates of  Deposit, at one dol-
lar for two which I think is a good investment.

Saturday 21:  I receive for my salary $625 per Quarter in 
New Issue. This is of  service to me and what I can spare of  it 
I apply to purchasing "Green backs" as the Federal paper 
money is called, and certificates of  Deposit for New Issue. I 
am determined to try to get Susan to an asylum and shall 
have to take her to Kentucky or Tennessee in the Federal 
lines.  I have waited from season to season still hoping that 
this wicked war would cease so that I could her where I chose 
at my convenience.  I fear her disease is becoming so fixed 

upon her that it will be too late.  The currency is a great diffi-
culty. I am giving 5 to 6 for one, new issue for the Federal 
Currency which I must have inside Federal lines.  

Sunday 22:  Disagreeable weather. Spent the day at home 
with the children.

Monday 23:  Resumed my official duties. We are working 
now to get the funds "old issue" ready to send off  to the 
Treasury. I am anxious to get it off  my hands.

Tuesday 24:  As usual.

Wednesday 25:  In like manner.

Thursday 26:  I am pushing to get the office business so 
that I can make my long intended visit to see Margaret and 
her family.

Friday 27: In like manner.

Saturday 28:  Have got to a point at last that I can leave 
and look with pleasure to the prospect of  going tomorrow - 
But I am beset still with a difficulty. The weather is bad and 
the roads almost impassable, and I have been so little out this 
winter, I am afraid of  my health.

Sunday 29: We have a rumor this morning that the Feds 
have come out to Chambersville in force within some 28 
miles of  us. This produces some fluttering here, but I have no 
idea they intend an attack on this place. In the evening I 
mounted a poor lazy mule well wrapped up and set out to go 
some 11 miles to old Mr. Paces a little off  the way to try to 
get some corn and peas. I soon found my steed would only 
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move at his own pace - after fatiguing myself  with whipping 
and kicking - night approaching- I yielded to his obstinacy 
and we got along as he chose in the dark (which is by the by 
no pleasant thing these times) at length, no little fatigued, 
about an hour in the night we reached Mr. Pace’s and fared 
well.

Monday 30:  I made an arrangement for some corn and 
peas, got an early breakfast and went on my way. rejoicing. 
The morning however was rainy and cold, and that in con-
nexion with the performance of  my mule and the roads 
made it even doubtful about my making it to my dear chil-
dren, but pressed forward and by constant driving about 9 
hours I reached the place much wearied, but so rejoiced to be 
once more under the affectionate, care of  my dear daughter 
and in the society of  her family that I scarcely felt it. I found 
all well and for a time forgot the troubles of  the times had a 
fine nights rest and was comparatively happy.

Tuesday 31:  I remained at Mr. Carletons all day feasting 
on the best the country could afford, for he is well supplied 
for these times. So I spent the 1st idle day for the last seven 
months happily. Dick is here too, and was very glad to see 
me. My happiness would be complete, could I confine my 
thoughts to the present day and shut out everything except 
what is going on immediately around me in the little inno-
cent, affectionate circle here.
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Wednesday 1:  After a fine nights rest arose early and enjoyed 
another idle day in that easy, lounging social manner which 
bears no restraint from formalities, with the innocent and the vir-
tuous in the bosom as it were of  my own family, the recipient of  
every kindness which I could desire, the sincere offspring of  kind 
hearts. The Despots of  the World on their thrones might have 
envied me. We have had heavy rains raising the water courses so 
that I fear trouble in getting home.

Thursday 2:  I spent the day in the same desirable situation, 
with equal satisfaction. Dick is going to school to a little female 
school with Lizzie and Clara and manifests more interest in his 
books than he has ever done before.

Friday 3:   My business at home requiring my presence I had 
to leave this morning for home. I set out early in company with 
Mr. I. Newton and by constant riding all day I arrived home at 
sunset finding all well at home. There has been an alarm here 
by false reports of  the approach of  the enemy. Hugh packed up 
the money (old issue) in the office in preparation for emergen-
cies, which caused delay in the work of  the office and on that ac-

MEANWHILE IN MEXICO

❖ “Things are so complicated, with Mexico, France and 
England that there does seem to be a necessity for them 
to interpose, at least so far as to recognize the South 
and that could soon lead to further collisions, if  peace 
should be made.”

❖ In 1863, Napoleon III invited Maximilian, Archduke 
of  Austria, to become Emperor of  Mexico. 
Maximilian accepted the offer and arrived in Mexico 
in 1864. (reference)
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count as much as I expected has not been done in my ab-
sence. Nothing happened at home but the breaking into my 
store room, opening the molasses barrel and suffering some 7 
or 8 gallons to waste -

Saturday 4: Went to the office and resumed my work. I am 
pleased that I made my trip although it was inconvenient. 
My earthly satisfaction has been greatly curtailed by not be-
ing able to spend more of  my time in the beloved society of  
my dear daughter and her family, and it has been well nigh 
16 months since I visited them before. Busy as usual prepar-
ing to send off  the funds in the office.

Sunday 5: I spent the day as usual. Weather disagreeable 
and I did not go to church. I am still teaching my two dear 
little children on the sabbath and at night. Clara reads me a 
chapter in the Testament and Ed a chapter in his little school 
book almost every night. They are a great deal of  company 
for me in my lonesome situation. They are so innocent, and 
so cheerful, and so affectionate - all which are cardinal vir-
tues, and but rarely found among those of  full age these 
times. I often think it is a pity all mankind were not children 
for one age at least. I do not mean such as the young Ameri-
cans in the streets but such as my little motherless home stay-
ing children. Well might our Saviour have said "Suffer little 
children to come unto me" when he took a survey of  the de-
pravity and wickedness of  the actions in the business of  the 
world. It is refreshing to the good to meet with purity of  
heart and manners, even if  it be among those whose age has 

not fitted them for the temptations and strife and corruptions 
of  a wicked age.

Monday 6:  As usual at the office. I am now fixing up "odds 
& ends" so as to have all right if  possible in the winding up of  
the "old issue”. Hugh and Mr. Terrel are counting, etc.

Tuesday 7:  In like manner. Bad, rainy weather again-

Wednesday 8:  In like manner.  Susan is no better and gives 
me great uneasiness.  The difficulties in the way of  getting 
her to an asylum are great under present circumstances.  My 
poor dear child!!  To see such a wreck of  our affectionate off-
spring and without a mother!!  So young, so sprightly, so 
promising, so innocent a child.  To be compelled to keep to 
her lonely room, not capable of  appreciating the tenderness 
of  her surviving parent or her kind brothers and sisters.

Thursday 9: As usual. Our situation as a people becoming 
more frightful. The enemy are gaining important advantages 
over us, and we know not what day we may be brought under 
his control, but that is not all, nor the worst I fear. Robbers 
and thieves are in the ascendant already in the country wher-
ever they are not restrained by the presence of  the army. And 
many of  our own people as bad and even more to be 
dreaded than the enemy in this respect.

Friday 10:  As usual, I am living very hard - My own and 
my children’s and negroes clothes failing and no way of  re-
placing them on any reasonable terms - My milk cows killed 
up except those which I am milking and they nearly dry. A lit-
tle fryed bacon and bread for breakfast with corn meal coffee 
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- the same for dinner and supper with the addition of  molas-
ses - no vegetables - no change, but occasionally a boiled egg 
for breakfast, - I however think but little as to what I eat so 
that it is wholesome--

Saturday 11:  I am still closely confined to office duties, but 
do not work so closely.

Sunday 12: As usual on Sunday.

Monday 13:  As usual. Things look very gloomy. It is likely 
that my office will have to be removed farther west. No new 
issue has been received yet to redeem the certificates - Our 
circulation is very much curtailed. I am purchasing certifi-
cates of  Deposit for new issue at one half. I am also buying a 
little Federal paper at 5 to 6 for one. I think it safest to have 
some of  each kind. Altho I am increasing the nominal 
amount of  what is called cash securities I am wasting away 
very fast. No bolstering up by financial shifts can maintain a 
currency which our own people will not receive and in which 
nobody has confidence. This is one of  the surest symptoms 
of  failure by the Confederacy. The continual decline of  our 
money proves silently that we are going down beyond hope--

Tuesday 14:  In like manner. We have had 4 or 5 days of  
sunshine - pleasant weather.

Wednesday 15:  In like manner.

Thursday 16:  Hugh started with the old issue this morning 
to Marshall, Texas, to deliver it over to the Treasury T. M. in 
a government waggon with 4 very poor mules, a negro driver 
and one soldier on furlough. The roads are so bad and the 

waters so high I fear he will have a rough trip of  it. I however 
feel much relieved to have it off  my hands here --

Friday 17: I feel as tho it were Sunday, scarcely any thing to 
do. I sauntered out part of  my time "a looker on in Venice" 
and then to the house to look after various home matters 
which I have been compelled to neglect during my close con-
finement.

Saturday 18:  I am at the office, looking after little matters 
which were postponed while we were so busy, and finishing 
off  some reports which had lain over--

Sunday 19:  Went to the Methodist Church and enjoyed a 
good sermon - read a pious book and taught the children--

Monday 20:  Resumed my official business, and looked af-
ter some of  my private affairs.

Tuesday 21:  In like manner - I got 10 1/2 bushels of  ordi-
nary corn costing about $16 per bushel including hauling but 
I am relieved to get some at any price almost - I have not had 
enough to feed my chickens and ducks for two weeks -

Wednesday 22: I have taken up the books and papers of  
Graham and Brown which have not been brought up for a 
long time, to try to get them in ship shape again.

Thursday 23:  Balanced up the books and adjusted the pa-
pers so as to be able to see their condition. I have increased 
the nominal amount of  money a good deal in the last years 
but the decline in value is still far greater than the increase. I 
find we have on hand about $9,000. uncollected, most of  it 
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however on men who are likely to be solvent unless there 
should be general breaking up which it is probable may be 
the case.

Friday 24:  In like manner. Henry is with us, healthy and in 
good spirits. He is out on scout duty.

Saturday 25:  Henry remains some days on account of  
high water, and I am glad it so happened.

Sunday 26:  I remained at home, reading and ruminating 
on the uncertainty of  human affairs and the wickedness of  
our race. My reflections are of  service to me. Much on earth 
that once had attraction for me is now disgusting. I am trying 
to lay up treasures where "moth doth not corrupt, nor thieves 
break through and steal”.

Monday 27:  River very high again after a continuation of  
heavy rains and disagreeable weather. There have been some 
talk about peace for the last month but I have not looked 
upon it with much confidence. One thing however is certain 
and think that there is no hope of  peace unless the interven-
tion of  Foreign Powers brings it about. We are farther apart 
than we ever were before. Things are so complicated, with 
Mexico, France and England that there does seem to be a ne-
cessity for them to interpose, at least so far as to recognize 
the South and that could soon lead to further collisions, if  
peace should be made.

Tuesday 28:  Some little glimmering of  hope occasionally 
lightens my heavy heart, in relation to the war, but I cannot 
indulge in it.
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Wednesday 1:  I received a dispatch today from Hugh, an-
nouncing his safe arrival at Marshall with the old issue all safe, 
after loosing two of  the poor mules and having a tedious, tire-
some journey. I am relieved to know that the stuff  is off  my 
hands, altho not all counted, the Auditor agrees to receive it as it 
is.

Thursday 2: Continuation of  rain and high waters. I am 
pretty much at leisure now. I pass a good deal of  my time in 
reading, etc.

Friday 3:  As usual. I am taking it easy now. The apprehension 
of  an advance of  the enemy into South Ark. has passed by for 
the present, and if  we can get the means of  subsistence, we are 
not likely to have to move this spring at least.

Saturday 4:  In like manner. This is the important day, on 
which many of  our people think the Confederate Government 
will be recognized. I am willing to believe it may be so but not 
sanguine - If  such should be the case, it probably may lead to 
peace--

CHARLESTON, SOUTH CAROLINA

❖ As Gen. Sherman marched through South Carolina, 
the situation for Charleston became ever more 
precarious. On February 15, 1865, Gen. Beauregard 
ordered the evacuation of  remaining Confederate forces. 
On February 18, the mayor surrendered the city to 
Union general Alexander Schimmelfennig; and Union 
troops finally moved into the city, taking control of  
many sites, such as the United States Arsenal (which 
the Confederate army had seized at the outbreak of  the 
war). (Wikipedia)
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Sunday 5:  I spent the day at home reading, etc. Clara and 
Ed went to church with Ann.  She has made him a handsome 
Sunday suit and out of  some of  my old clothes of  which he is 
proud, and indeed the ragged boy of  the week would scarcely 
be known on the Sabbath. He is a fine looking little fellow--

Monday 6: I spent the day as usual. I am occasionally mak-
ing some little operations in money, profitable if  our currency 
should ever be worth any thing, but I can place no confi-
dence in it. But it is all we have. And I would remark here 
that I think the Government has acted in very bad faith with 
the people of  the Trans Mi. Dept. in various respects but es-
pecially in this that having promised to redeem the old issue, 
by "new” at 33 1/3 discount, called a tax, and then failing to 
comply with that solemn contract-- If  this had in the course 
of  things proved to be an impossibility, she would have been 
excusable, but it was not. To redeem her issues with specie 
would have been impossible under the circumstances, and 
therefore was not expected, but to redeem her promise with 
"new issue” - merely issuing so much more paper, was easily 
practicable. And I cannot avoid connecting this with Jeff  
Davis’ former history, in the days of  Mi. repudiation. And 
the argument that policy required the latter course amounts 
to nothing. The fate of  the war, nor the Independence of  the 
Confederate states did not turn upon this matter. There was 
no necessity for such a breech of  faith with the people and 
therefore was highly culpable, and proved that those in posses-
sion of  the Government were to say the least of  it "of  easy 
virtue" as to their solemn contracts and promises.

Tuesday 7:  A pleasant day at last. The fruit trees and vege-
tation begin to advance and admonish us that spring is at 
hand, and we have hopes of  a bountiful crop of  fruit, so back-
wards is the trees in putting out. The winter has been a rug-
ged one, altho not the coldest we have had --

Wednesday 8:  A warm pleasant day - And some rumors fa-
vorable to our success in Virginia and S. C.

Thursday 9: Nature seems to have taken a "back step" in 
the course of  last night. Spring seems to have taken an alarm 
and retreated suddenly into winter quarters. Last night at bed 
time was warm spring weather, we had a hail storm, and this 
morning bleak winter was upon us again, with all her Hor-
rors, aggravated by the suddenness of  the transition and the 
disappointment attendant upon so sudden as well as so unwel-
come a change.

Friday 10:  A cold, chilly day - Ice more than half  an inch 
thick, with much appearance of  snow, and some slight drifts. 
And will here note, that altho we have had about as inclem-
ent a winter as usual, we have had no snow- The ground only 
once being whitened tho scarcely all covered - I kept closely 
to my house and the office.

Saturday 11:  Another very cold day and the ground frozen 
- These changes never fail to hurt me. I have taken the worst 
cold of  the season. Feel badly - This climate as it has been for 
several years, will not do (for most constitutions) - In my 
youth one inducement for me to come South was that I could 
not well stand cold. I thought a southern latitude would 
shield me from its effects. Experience has now taught me that 
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it is not latitude so much as the uniformity of  the tempera-
ture which enables us to bear the rigors of  winter. A dry brac-
ing atmosphere altho cold does not affect the system like one 
which holds us up one day and lets us down the next, or vice 
versa--

Sunday 12:  I am suffering with a cold -- Ann & Bracy and 
the children spent the day with me-

Monday 13:  Weather mild again but cool for the season. I 
am at my ease as to business now - Have to attend at my of-
fice for occasional official matters, but amuse myself  mostly 
in perusing the debates in Congress, in the congressional 
Globe. I can now form a more Just Judgment of  the calibre 
of  men and things than when those proceedings transpired 
and I regret to say that I see nothing to render me vain of  
our southern members either in point of  ability or honesty, 
when compared with the members from the North for several 
years before the war. John T. Crittenden in the Senate, and 
John Bell in the same were almost alone of  the great south-
ern man left. The great majority of  the members in both 
houses were of  about 3th and 4th class men - Democrats so 
called, and Demagoges in every sense. Party Tyranny had 
driven the real statesmen of  the country out of  the public 
counsels.

Tuesday 14:   We have very discouraging news from the 
East.  Charleston has been evacuated and perhaps burnt, and 
Sherman is going ahead, almost without opposition.

Wednesday 15:  I am almost habitually low spirited. Occa-
sionally after a good cup of  Rio coffee in the morning I have 

a kind of  artificial activity of  thought and lightness of  head 
but this is only temporary. I cannot long shut my eyes against 
the horrors of  our situation.

Thursday 16:  I spent the day as usual.

Friday 17: In like manner. The Army and citizens are al-
most at the point of  starvation for bread. Corn cannot be 
had in this region and the boats have not done what they 
could have done to bring it here. Many of  the citizens are de-
pendent on the Commissary and are now cut off, on account 
of  the scarcity.

Saturday 18:  In like manner. News from the East distress-
ing. Sherman is moving through the heart of  the country, 
and destroying as he goes, almost without opposition -

Sunday 19:  I went to church Methodist - with my two little 
children, and heard a good sincere sermon and exhortation 
from Mr. Ratliff.

Monday 20:  Hugh has at last returned from Marshall - 
brought me some 6 lbs coffee at $18.00 per lb. so I shall have 
many a cheering cup this summer. I was never aware untill 
since the blockade of  the exillorating power of  the coffee. I 
have a cup about every other morning. I occasionally, about 
every third day take a small glass of  whiskey which strength-
ens me but has not the power of  lightening a heavy heart like 
the coffee. In fact it is only useful as a tonic.

Tuesday 21:  In like manner. I opened the books again for 
the deposit of  old issue yesterday under the late act Congress 
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extending the time to the 1st July - An unwise law I think, for 
most of  the notes coming in are from the Federal lines--

Wednesday 22:   Famine still more apparent - No supplies 
yet received and many women and children crying for bread, 
while soldiers and stragglers are robbing wherever anything 
can be found. This state of  things would not be felt so poign-
antly if  these privations had been caused by the enemy but in 
the main, an idle undisciplined army - our defenders so 
called - have robbed our own people, and produced the dis-
tress-

Thursday 23:  I spent the day as usual. Defeat from abroad 
and want at home ringing in our ears daily. I am attending 
strictly to the duties of  my office. I receive my salary quar-
terly $625 which helps to support me, especially as the new 
issue is scarce and I can turn over that amount profitably - 
Making it count nearly double the amount -

Friday 24:  As usual.  My two little companions, Clara & Ed 
are progressing in their books under my instructions. They 
commonly say a lesson, each day or night and sometimes 
two. They are great supports to my dropping spirits. Their in-
nocent childish cheerfulness to some extent communicates to 
my feelings a sustaining influence.

Saturday 25:  In like manner. Time is wearing on. I have 
never before (this war) been anxious to "kill time" I am eager 
to "see the end" let what come will - The present state of  exis-
tence has no charms for me, and all I desire to live for is to 
try to be useful to those who need my protection and support 

and hoping that by the chastening of  adversity become my-
self  a better man.

Sunday 26: I spent the day as usual. Weather unpleasant for 
the season. My head heavy and painful. My mental faculties 
dull and inactive - and my imagination incapable of  creating 
even fancy pictures of  pleasing scenes in the future---

Monday 27:   Resumed my usual official duties, and carried 
out my usual routine.

Tuesday 28:  In like manner - I spend a good deal of  lei-
sure time which I have in the office, in perusing the debates 
in Congress before the War in the Congressional Globe. I 
there see the splendid fabric of  our great and happy Govern-
ment tottering, and the few honest and patriotic statesman 
who are in our public counsel, struggling to save it, though 
generally overruled by a corrupt and designing majority of  
demagogues. I take peculiar pleasure in comparing the tal-
ents, the loftiness of  intellect the noble bearing and powerful 
reasoning of  the few who are left in both branches of  Con-
gress, as the pillars of  our Republic, and enter earnestly into 
the thrilling appeals made by them to a corrupt, overbearing 
Majority, to come to the rescue and uphold the principles of  
our great and good ancestors - To lay aside sectional and 
work for common good of  all---

Wednesday 29:  As usual. The scarcity of  provisions still 
continues - a small quantity of  corn has been brought up the 
river by a boat, but only temporary relief.
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Thursday 30:  As usual. We are now reduced to a small 
Garrison of  soldiers most of  the regular troops having been 
sent down South, and the Reserves - last conscripts - taking 
their place here.

Friday 31: As usual. We receive scarcely anything reliable 
from the scenes of  war at last accounts, our most important 
interests in the East were threatened---

(Editor’s note: Luckily Charleston was not destroyed in the war and the 
old part of  the city is beautifully restored and maintained.)
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Saturday 1:  April has arrived and we have very little of  
Spring yet. Weather still cool - vegetation unusually backward, 
and it would seem as though even bountiful nature reluctantly 
affords us her usual benefits.

Sunday 2:  I spent the day as usual on the Sabbath. We have 
but a small garrison here now, I presume not more than twelve 
hundred men. They are still digging ditches.

Monday 3: Resumed my usual routine of  duty at the office. I 
have nothing to lead to excess. I sleep sound, for which I am 
thankful. I rise early, eat a light breakfast of  Biscuit, bacon 
gravy, and sometimes two boiled eggs, with a cup of  coffee, 
about two mornings out of  three, Rio Coffee - at one, dine on a 
little fryed bacon and corn bread - and molasses - at dark - corn 
batter bread with bacon gravy and molasses and a cup of  corn 
meal coffee - This diet continues day after day since my cows 
have failed. I about once or twice in the week take a wine glass 
of  whiskey just before dinner.  This does me good for I need 
some stimulus---

SURRENDER 

❖ “We have the statement in the Federal papers that 
Gen'l Lee has surrendered with his whole Army. This 
is hard to believe but may be true. I am satisfied that 
if  it be true, he was right in doing so. I have more 
confidence in his judgment as well as his virtues and 
more rectitude than all the balance of  the Government 
put together. He is the "Ajax Telamon" of  our cause, 
and when he says "Surrender" he has reason for doing 
so. If  this be so, Johnson’s Army in N. Carolina will 
have to share the same fate. We are evidently at a crisis 
in our affairs.”
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Tuesday 4:  I have some 30 chickens hatched, but it is very 
discouraging to raise them for my neighbors or their negroes 
to feast on, especially as I have not enough of  any thing to 
feed them on, and have to divide my scanty supply of  meal 
with them---

Wednesday 5:  As usual. I read the "Globe" at my leisure 
time at the office and derive much amusement as well as in-
formation from it as to past events and opinions.

Thursday 6:  In like manner. We hear many reports from 
the East, but most of  them untrue. Congress it seems has 
passed a law to put Slaves into Our Army - a move which 
proves our desperation. I hold that it is a dangerous experi-
ment and will fail in the effects anticipated. It is virtually giv-
ing up the principles upon which we went into the war. And I 
fear will besides be a failure. If  we are not able to contend 
with our enemy, we had better make terms while we can, 
than to persist in a cause to the utter destruction of  our men, 
and their families, and all we have and then have to submit at 
last.

Friday 7:  South Carolina is having a taste of  the sorrows, 
which she has so long and so perseveringly persisted in bring-
ing upon the Southern States. Charleston is in the hands of  
the enemy, also Columbia, and Shermans triumphant army 
going through the State almost without opposition.

Saturday 8:  More cold, rainy and disagreeable weather - 
More rain has fallen this spring than I have ever known in 
the same season--

Sunday 9:  Still raining and cold. I scarcely went out of  my 
house during the day--

Monday 10:  As usual. I am not at all pressed with the busi-
ness of  my office now. There is some of  the old issue coming 
in but in small, scattering sums.

Tuesday  11:  In like manner. Sun shone out an hour or 
two.

Wednesday 12:  Dark, cloudy, rainy day - The atmosphere 
surcharged with moisture - River high, creeks high for the 
last week, bridges washed away, roads washed out untill most 
of  them are impassable and the thieves still pulling down 
houses when they can find one that is not occupied and de-
fended. And to add to our troubles, the private robbers and 
thieves are busy inside our houses, doing their work all night. 
I mean the RATS. So we are infested with robbers within 
and without --

Thursday 13:  We rejoice to see the sun once more. The 
moral darkness which overshadows our land is bad enough, 
but when the great fountain of  light refuses to shine upon us, 
it would require French levity and life, or well trained Stoi-
cism to feel easy and comfortable. I am pleased however to 
believe that this spell has passed without frost which I appre-
hended - The wheat crop and the fruit are our only hopes of  
living this season--

Friday 14:  As usual. Numerous rumors afloat - but little di-
rect communication with the East now and the seat of  war is 
at Richmond and in North Carolina -
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Saturday 15:  More rain, and stormy weather. Creeks and 
Bayos up to their highest capacity.

Sunday 16:  Reported that Richmond has been evacuated 
by Gen’l Lee and believed to be true. This is the hardest blow 
yet, not so much for the loss merely of  Richmond, altho that 
was very serious, but it implies that our principal and reliable 
army have not the means of  holding out, and that communi-
cation is so cut off  that our army cannot obtain supplies. The 
mode of  warfare adopted by the Feds for the last two years is 
the surest of  success - to wit cutting of  our supplies and de-
stroying the sections where they are produced. Armies cannot 
fight long without eating. I spent the day dull, and almost life-
less - Heavy clouds and rain almost all day.

Monday 17: Resumed my usual duties at the office with a 
heavy heart. Our sympathies are daily excited by reports 
from the country and all around us of  the sufferings of  
women and children for the necessities of  life, so much for 
the management which I have been complaining of  all the 
time on the part of  our officers and commanders---

Tuesday 18: I am endeavoring to train my thoughts to due 
submission to the Will of  Providence in whatever may hap-
pen in this life---

Wednesday 19:  We have the statement in the Federal pa-
pers that Gen'l Lee has surrendered with his whole Army. 
This is hard to believe but may be true. I am satisfied that if  
it be true, he was right in doing so. I have more confidence in 
his judgment as well as his virtues and more rectitude than all 
the balance of  the Government put together. He is the "Ajax 

Telamon" of  our cause, and when he says "Surrender" he has 
reason for doing so. If  this be so, Johnson’s Army in N. Caro-
lina will have to share the same fate. We are evidently at a cri-
sis in our affairs.

Thursday 20:  In like manner - Heavy rains again - River 
still up to ordinary high water mark and rising -

Friday 21: The late occurrences in the East is producing a 
state of  very general despondency here West. In fact there 
are but few who believe there is any reasonable hopes of  suc-
cess on the part of  the South - and under such let up there is 
a secret wish that the war may be immediately determined - 
so tired are the people and very many of  the soldiers of  the 
War.

Saturday 22: In like manner. Confederate money is run-
ning down to almost nothing. This fact of  itself  to those who 
are capable of  cooly reasoning on the subject, proves that the 
cause of  the South is gone - Such a war cannot be carried on 
without money against a people who are able to maintain 
their currency, and pay for their supplies.

Saturday 23:  Lee's surrender is confirmed but doubtful 
how many were lost thereby. Famine is pinching closely the 
destitute families all over this country and corn is not to be 
had - It is not in the country. It has been consumed and 
wasted by our army and stragglers. No reasonable efforts 
have been made by our military authorities to guard against 
such a state of  things. They seem to have proceeded on the 
principle that the people of  the country could live on air or 
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herbs or roots or else did not care whether they should live or 
not.

Sunday 24:  The river is still very high with almost incessant 
rains. And the news from the East more and more inauspi-
cious - Our prospects are awful - The chastising hand of  
Providence seems to continue to pursue us.

Monday 25:  As usual - I feel anxious for the days and 
weeks to pass, which may reveal to us our real condition. We 
are evidently at the mercy of  a triumphant and I fear unspar-
ing enemy: whilst our pride, vanity and revengeful feelings (es-
pecially on the part of  the leaders of  the Rebellion) are still 
making the chances worse for the people. The same unwise 
zeal, or more properly unbridled Ambition, which "precipi-
tated" us into this War still wrankles in the bosoms of  those 
whose controlling influence over our destiny -

Tuesday 26:  As usual. I am passing much of  my leisure 
time at the office in perusing the Congressional Globe, on the 
proceedings of  our Congress the years immediately preced-
ing the War. The repeal of  the Missouri Compromise, 
opened the door for all that has happened since. The Kansas 
struggle for power culminated in what was no doubt ear-
nestly sought by our Southern "Fire Eaters" a pretext for dis-
solution, by which they vainly hoped to set up for themselves 
a Government under their own control - In which they could 
have matters all their own way, build up whatever they de-
sired, and pull down whomsoever and whatsoever their own 
selfish ambition and wreckless passions dictated---

Wednesday 27:  I have but little to do or say as to the im-
portant events of  the times. I feel that our present National 
Afflictions are the work of  an all-wise Providence and it is my 
duty, with due submission to his will, to bear misfortunes 
which are no doubt permitted to befall us as a people with as 
much manly fortitude as my feeble constitution will allow --

Thursday 28:  As usual. Nothing to cheer, or excite earthly 
hopes as to the future of  our Country.

Friday 29:  In like manner. Truly man without hope is a bur-
den to himself !!!

Saturday 30:   As usual. I am proceeding with the duties of  
my office which are now light and easy - living on bread and 
meat and thankful that I have that - adding an exhilarating 
cup of  Rio Coffee about every other morning at breakfast 
and about as often bracing up for a dry dinner with a light 
glass of  tolerable whiskey which I have lately been able to 
procure. These gentle stimulants used only as sanitary aids I 
find to brace my flagging system a good deal---
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Sunday 1:  Heard a fine sermon from Ratliff, Methodist 
Church, and feel edified by it. Altho Mr. R. differs in his theol-
ogy greatly with my views, I admire his unswerving piety and 
persevering efforts in the cause of  Religion. He is certainly one 
out of  a thousand.

Monday 2:  I spent the day as usual. President Lincoln has 
been assassinated, also his Secretary - Seward - is believed to be 
mortally wounded by the hand of  an assassin at the same time, 
tho not at the same place. This bloody catastrophe I fear only 
will bring new and aggravated troubles upon the Southern peo-
ple.  Much as we need manly prowess in resisting the ruthless in-
vasion of  an unscrupulous and fanatical enemy, we cannot hope 
for the blessing of  Him who Rules over all, by the commission 
of  such cold blooded outrages-----

Tuesday 3:  As usual. We have at length a clear sun shine day 
with a prospect of  continuing so. Dry weather is much needed 
on the farms. The scanty crops which are and will be planted 
are endangered by the continued, cold rains up to this time--

LINCOLN ASSASSINATION

❖ “President Lincoln has been assassinated, also his 
Secretary - Seward - is believed to be mortally 
wounded by the hand of  an assassin at the same time, 
tho not at the same place. This bloody catastrophe I 
fear only will bring new and aggravated troubles upon 
the Southern people.  Much as we need manly prowess 
in resisting the ruthless invasion of  an unscrupulous 
and fanatical enemy, we cannot hope for the blessing 
of  Him who Rules over all, by the commission of  
such cold blooded outrages---”
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Wednesday 4:  We are in a state of  great uncertainty what 
is transpiring, in the Eastern part of  the Confederacy, which 
has for some months past been the Theatre of  the War. I how-
ever expect to hear shortly that our principal remaining army 
there has surrendered. Even if  we had the men, which we 
have not, we have not the supplies or transportation to hold 
out on this side-

Thursday 5:  As usual. I am sadly annoyed by the petty 
thieves. While the negroes and other rogues are robbing my 
poultry yard, and picking up everything they can get hold of  
out of  doors, I am beset by a band of  even more insidious 
thieves in doors - the RATS. I have but two rooms about my 
establishment that are not infested with them, and like the 
balance of  our folks they are becoming desperate by hunger - 
scarcely anything that is useful escapes their ravages and they 
act so completely under “cover” it is hard to do anything 
with them. Their strategy is too astute for any "guards" we 
can set for or against them. They set puss at defiance and 
scorn traps and dead falls. Besides when by any accident 
their ranks are thinned they are suddenly filled up by recruits 
without the authority and exertions of  enrolling officers.

Friday 6:   In like manner. I pursued the usual routine of  
my almost hopeless life.

Saturday 7:  Also. I am planting some seeds of  the more 
coarse kind in my garden, thinking that some might escape 
the thieves but I have trouble right at the threshold for my 
starving chickens take them, so it goes, the chickens destroy 

the garden and the thieves eat the chickens and I have my 
trouble gratis ---

Sunday 8:  Went to church - Methodist and spent the day 
thoughtfully -

Monday 9:  It is pretty satisfactorily ascertained that our 
principal armies East have been compelled to surrender - So 
it follows as a matter of  course that this department will have 
to follow. Still our commanders may hold out untill the pres-
sure bears directly on them. Such a course would be in uni-
son with what they have done heretofore, for they never have 
shown any care for the protection of  the country or the peo-
ple.  A prudent foresight for the good of  the people is what 
they never have manifested. But we will hope for the best.

Tuesday 10:  Our people look very blank, and do not know 
what to be at, and the evils are much aggravated by the want 
of  provisions, to sustain the women and children to say noth-
ing about supporting a garrison.

Wednesday 11:   We are still in an awful state of  apprehen-
sion. We do not know whether we are to be surrendered, or 
whether a Federal force will be sent out to "clean out the 
country” or whether we are to be generally “Jayhawked" and 
robbed, or whether all these trials, with the dreadful conse-
quences following in their train are to be brought upon us.

Thursday 12:   As usual. Time drags heavily on. We cannot 
get the true state of  things abroad - We know very little of  
our real status as regards the war, but know enough to demon-
strate to us that the Confederacy is gone, and that we have 
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nothing to expect but to be subject to the United States on 
their own terms.

Friday 13:  The rumors of  the Assassination of  Lincoln are 
confirmed, also that a contemporaneous attempt was made 
upon Secretary Seward.  This is a direful catastrophe an act 
greatly to be condemned however much the aggravation. 
Such conduct does not belong to civilization, especially 
among a christian people, and more especially to the chivalry 
of  southern men. It is going far back into barbarism, and can-
not be approved by the Southern people. It seems the Assas-
sin was a man of  the name of  Booth - son of  a celebrated ac-
tor.

Saturday 14:  I spent the day as usual. A large portion of  
the troops at this place - "The Reserve Corps" are disbanded 
or to be disbanded in two or three days--

Sunday 15: I spent the day in a manner, I hope, becoming 
my situation. This life is but a burthen to me, and my 
thoughts are turned towards "that which is to come” ----

Monday 16:   As usual. The weather has at last become 
warm and more favorable for crops which are very backward 
and indifferent. The wheat crop is considered nearly safe, a 
tolerable crop and some of  the men from the army are get-
ting home in time to assist in saving it. This it is hoped will be 
sufficient to prevent actual suffering for bread so soon as it 
can be gathered and ground.

Tuesday 17:   Henry is with us again, on his way with a 
“flag of  Truce" to Little Pock conducting Gen'l Fagan’s fam-

ily and others to the Federal, or what has heretofore been the 
Federal lines. He is still in fine health. I have some hopes now 
that a kind Providence will spare his life thru the perils of  this 
disastrous War.

Wednesday 18:  I spent the day as usual, altho cheered 
somewhat by Henry's presence, and safety.

Thursday 19:   In the usual way. Our so called Confeder-
acy is gone, virtually and I am preparing things in my office 
to close up so soon as I can have some official information to 
act upon. The Confed. paper is of  course of  no further value 
- I am largely loser not less than $15,000. in certificates and 
money on hand - I shall be very flat as regards money, but 
anything for peace and quiet again. Though I fear we have 
the worst yet to encounter here - to wit destitution, robbing, 
Jayhawks, etc.  Our officers have no control of  the soldiery - 
and indeed have to fly to get out of  their way - mainly to save 
their ill gotten spoils - officers skulking off  in various direc-
tions.

Friday 20:  Henry went off  with the Flag of  Truce party to-
day to Little Rock.

Saturday 21:   As usual. I am dragging out a cheerless hope-
less existence.

Sunday 22:   Attended the Methodist Church and heard a 
good sermon from Mr. Ratliff.

Monday 23:  We cannot learn whether there has been a sur-
render of  this Department. It seems the officers are dodging 
off  with as much of  the Government property as they can 
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and the soldiers heading them and taking it from then wher-
ever they can -- and leaving the country and people in a per-
fect state of  anarchy and confusion. No one feels safe one day 
or night. The few soldiers that are left here are no doubt 
watching chances to get hold of  any property which they can 
secrete or carry off  while horses and mules are taken in the 
country every day by robbers, or at night clandestinely by 
thieves - even in some cases openly taking them out of  the 
plows.

Tuesday 24:  As usual - Only I closed up my office - taking 
care of  all the books and papers, which I have boxed up, and 
burning by instructions all the old issue on hand, to witness 
which and to see the amount so destroyed, I called in W. H. 
Terrell and John Sillman who made affidavit of  the facts, 
which is filed. The Government still owes me eight or nine 
hundred dollars which I did not think it worth while to apply 
for - I have lost the hardest years labor of  my life, for what I 
had received due on hand but I have one consolation - I con-
ducted the business faithfully and accounts all come up right, 
most of  which was settled up at the Department and the 
small balance all straight in the office.

Wednesday 25:  I feel now free from official responsibility, 
and only regret that my labors have not turned to better ac-
count both to the country and myself.

Thursday 26:  The weather is strangely cool. A heavy hail 
has very much injured the wheat.

Friday 27:  In like manner. Soldiers are disbanding them-
selves and returning very fast. The citizens here have organ-

ized for guarding the city and some 40 or 50 are on watch 
each night. There is a very disagreeable scramble for rem-
nants of  Government property - old horses, mules, waggons, 
etc., etc.-

Saturday 28:  Our situation here is one of  distress. We are 
likely to be robbed at any hour - Bands of  Jayhawkers 
abound, and returning soldiers in many instances are behav-
ing very badly. I have not as yet been much troubled but our 
City has been so much infested with swindlers and specula-
tors on the War, that it has gotten up prejudice against us in 
the country and among the soldiers, and the innocent are li-
able to suffer for or at least with the guilty, and the whole 
population seems to have become demoralized.

Sunday 29:  Went to church and heard a good sermon - 
spent balance of  my time in teaching my little children - My 
children and their families are my principal source of  consola-
tion, while at the same time they increase my anxiety and 
fears about what may befall them. The slaves no doubt are to 
be freed, and if  they are to remain among us we will have an 
awful state of  society.

Monday 30:  As usual. I am anxious about Henry. I under-
stand, the way is beset with Jayhawkers this side of  Little 
Rock and but few of  the Company will return with the Flags. 
It was a trick of  officers to get guards for their families to 
send the company on the excursion. They had no authority 
to have required it. For the commanding officers had all left 
and the whole army was of  course disorganized.
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Tuesday 31:   The citizens are out on guard every night. I 
listen every night to hear of  a collision with some of  the 
bands of  robbers. It is a state of  deep anxiety. We are now ex-
periencing a state of  perfect anarchy. We have no Govern-
ment, military or Civil, a condition most to be dreaded of  all 
others.
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Wednesday 1:  We have Rumors of  Robbery, and horse and 
mule stealing in the country every day and reports of  Jayhawk-
ers, watching for a chance to sack our place - But our local sol-
diers are now getting home and I think they will furnish some 
security against the stragglers. There seems to have been no 
regular surrender but the soldiers are all breaking off  and com-
ing home. The winding up of  our Military affairs, is more dis-
graceful if  possible than the management during the continu-
ance of  the War in this Department. The officers instead of  tak-
ing care of  their commands, pretty generally put out with what 
they could get off  and left the soldiers and the people to get 
along as they could.

Thursday 2: I was made glad by the safe return of  Henry. He 
is not out of  service with his horse and that is more than I had 
calculated when he went into the service. He has been a good 
soldier, and learnt much which may be of  service to him while 
he lives. He’s large, stout and healthy - cheerful and energetic 
and seems not to have suffered at all in his morals and habits. 
He is a rare exception to the great mass of  young men who have 
been in the Army.

DAVIS IN PRISON

❖ “The war is over and we are a humiliated people, but 
we would not be contented with anything short of  
complete subjugation. Pres. Davis and Cabinet has 
been taken and no terms have been made - We have 
been the worst duped and deluded people ever the world 
saw.  Our leaders and Newspapers have deceived us in 
the beginning in its progress - and untill all was gone 
beyond the hope of  terms or stipulations.”
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Friday 3:  I am in better spirits than I have been for some 
time. Dick is here - came up from Eldorado about the same 
time Henry got home, and reports all well and safe with Mr. 
Carleton. So none of  my family have been lost in the War, 
and all still have enough left to live on decently with good 
care and industry - I have in one way and another lost full 
one half  of  my estate.

Saturday 4:  As usual. I done nothing but tried to "kill 
time" by books, etc.

Sunday 5:  There is and has been for some two weeks past 
much confusion, and a perfect “Game of  Grab" among the 
people, and the soldiers for the Government property - all 
over the country - a disgraceful state of  things - I did not en-
ter into the scramble and got little but what had been taken 
from me and not much of  that.  Capt. Duffey has been living 
with me, and being an agreeable gentleman of  fair education 
is good company for me. When I am oppressed with the ca-
lamities of  the times and my heart sinks within me the conver-
sation of  a friend at home relieves me very much.

Monday 6:  As usual. My children are at their books, and 
now when I can, I can do nothing else to any advantage I am 
trying to benefit them in that way.

Tuesday 7:   In like manner. The war is over and we are a 
humiliated people, but we would not be contented with any-
thing short of  complete subjugation. Pres. Davis and Cabinet 
has been taken and no terms have been made - We have 
been the worst duped and deluded people ever the world saw.  
Our leaders and Newspapers have deceived us in the begin-

ning in its progress - and untill all was gone beyond the hope 
of  terms or stipulations.

Wednesday 8:   In like manner - We have had a dry spell of  
weather by which gardens have suffered some, but it has at 
last commenced raining a little.

Thursday 9:   We have at length a Federal Garrison. This 
secures us from Jayhawking but makes us feel more keenly 
our degradation as a conquered people - Some appointments 
have been made of  County officers, for the purpose of  restor-
ing the civil laws under the Little Rock Federal State Govern-
ment. So all Confed. proceedings will be at an end, and 
much difficulty will arise in getting Courts and Court pro-
ceedings straightened up.

Friday 10:  Heavy rains - The City is submitting with the 
best grace they can, to the new state of  things and the Fed. 
seemed inclined to give us all the protection they can. The 
greatest trouble is with the negroes--

Saturday 11:   The River is rising and Fed’l boats coming 
up. Supplies are being rec’d and the distress of  the country 
for food will cease, at least where the parties are in a situation 
to get the benefit of  it.

Sunday 12: I spent the day as usual. There is an indescrib-
able feeling of  apprehension and humiliation under the influ-
ence of  which one cannot be happy, Old Joshua Hill is here 
as Deputy Marshal  - He used to live here and do business, 
untill he went off  with the Feds in 1864. He is making a very 
brash start. Coming here with ill feelings, envy and a sense of  
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the contempt of  the citizens. He is weak enough to exult in 
revenge thro his “brief  authority”. He is seizing all unoccu-
pied property under pretense of  Confiscation, and doing it in 
such a way as to make it as painful to the citizens as possible--

Monday 13:   About as good order is maintained as might 
be expected. The Federal soldiers are well disciplined and be-
have tolerably well in the main. So much better than ever our 
soldiers have done, that we feel ashamed of  our Army. The 
first Regt. was under the command of  Col. Gregor, who 
seemed very fair. Gen'l McGinnis has now come on and is in 
command, He seems to desire law and order. In the mean 
time an effort is making to put in force the civil law. The days 
seem very long and tedious to me - I am anxious to see time 
pass, so that events may he developed. I am impatient to see 
what is to happen. Let the worst come, I want to know it and 
be through it. The negroes have been crowding in from the 
Country - free - roving about idle for there is not employ-
ment for them, and most of  them would not work if  there 
was. Fortunately the Feds will not feed them, and an order 
has issued forbidding them to collect about Military Posts--

Tuesday 14:   In like manner. The rains continue and the 
river in good boating order. Crops are coming out and prom-
ise a plentiful supply of  corn in most neighborhoods.

Wednesday 15:  I am daily dragging out an anxious exis-
tence - feeling oppressed and badly.

Thursday 16:  I am rendered quite uneasy by the apprehen-
sion of  my property being seized by the old, dastardly Fiend 
Hill. He at least has acted in such way as to create anxiety. 

Unfortunately my holding the Office of  Depository under 
the Confederate Government prevents me from taking the 
benefit of  the Amnesty Proclamation of  the President, A. 
Johnson - I shall have to make a special application to the 
Pres. I started to Princeton and stayed with Dr. Thomas at 
night.

Friday 17:  My main business was to see Judge Compton 
and get a letter from him to the President - He being a per-
sonal acquaintance and friend - I was just half  an hour too 
late. He had left for Pine Bluff. So my trip is partly unavail-
ing. I however spent the time very pleasantly at Dr. Thomas, 
Miss Jane Rounsaville of  whose company I have ever been 
fond, being one of  the family. Besides I saw many of  my old 
neighbors and friends, who met me most cordially.

Saturday 18:  I returned to Camden, another hot day. I was 
a good deal fatigued going and also returning - for I have not 
been a whole day in the sun probably for some length of  time 
- probably two years. I however, do not feel that my health is 
affected--

Sunday 19:  I feel a little sore but not otherwise worsted. 
My spirits a little renovated by the little trip. Spent the day in 
calm reflection at home. Two companies of  the Garrison 
camp just across the street from my house, but they give us 
no trouble, but are a protection.

Monday 20:   I spent the day as usual. I remain for the most 
part at my house - read with the children, eat, sleep, teach 
the children, write, - I am for the first time since I have had 
any business without any income, but I am living economi-
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cally and spending but little. Our fare is good but limited, 
without much variety or anything to tempt the appetite, since 
the warm season has begun to produce its debilitating effects 
on my weak system - I have very regularly a cup of  good cof-
fee for breakfast. I feel the bracing tendency of  this untill 
noon - I then just before eating dinner take about one table 
spoonful of  good old whisky and under that system of  living 
I am having fine health. I never oppress my stomach with 
anything - never miss a meal and sleep whenever I am sleepy.

Tuesday 21:   As usual - altho quite restless about my situa-
tion in reference to the Rebellion - We cannot get the laws 
passed by the present State Legislature, nor the Acts of  Con-
gress and the officers sent here don’t know much about them.

Wednesday 22:   In like manner. The weather is very 
warm. But I am comfortable in the shade.

Thursday 23: I have prepared my application to be sent to 
the President for the benefit of  the Amnesty Proclamation. I 
stated the facts of  my case - had the certificates of  the offi-
cers appointed here by what is called the Loyal State Gov't - 
that they knew and believed it to be true, and then a certifi-
cate by the present clerk, that they were loyal and credible all 
sworn to.

Friday 24:  Spent the day as usual--

Saturday 25:  Also. Altho I am restless I cannot do as some 
of  our Citizens fondle upon our late enemies, treat them and 
caress them. It is true that I feel no particular prejudice 
against them, as matters now stand for they mostly seem dis-

posed to take care of  us, but still I must get used to the 
change before I can make any further advances than com-
mon civility requires. I don't expect to buy their favor, and if  
the uprightness of  my conduct and what character I have will 
not sustain me I must fall -----

Sunday 26: In like manner. Very seasonable and everything 
growing finely.

Monday 27:  Also. Small business establishments are open-
ing almost every day and marketing begins to come in from 
the country - But money is too scarce to encourage an exten-
sive trade. Goods are high but must come down.

Tuesday 28:  Also Health of  the City good for the season - 
I hope the frequent showers we are having will be favorable.  
They wash off  the filth and keep everything fresh and pure. 

Wednesday 29:  Things going on smoothly except occasion-
ally some trouble with the Refugee Negroes.

Thursday 30:   The negroes cannot get employment and 
many of  them trust to stealing and get shot sometimes.  

Friday 31:   Captain Duffie started this morning to Prince-
ton with my papers to see Judge Compton before he goes on 
to Washington, riding Henry's mare - If  Compton has not 
come home he will have to go on to Little Rock. I gave him 
$20. to pay expenses.
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Saturday 1:  River still in boating condition and boats coming 
and going - a rare thing so late in the season. Everything seems 
to favor the Federals. They are getting supplies up the River by 
steam Boats -

Sunday 2:  Bracy went off  on a boat for N. Orleans to lay in 
drugs - a hazardous and I think a rash trip at present, but I dis-
liked to say much in discouragement -

Monday 3:  Everything going on as usual-

Tuesday 4:  There was some form of  celebration here. Mainly 
by the Federals and negroes - some speeches made by some offi-
cers - too much on the negro equality order. I did not attend - I 
feared something would be said or done which might wound 
rather than gratify my feelings - I still delight in the old flag and 
would cheerfully under proper circumstances celebrate the birth-
day of  American Independence---

Wednesday 5:  Under President Johnsons proclamation I am 
excluded from the benefit of  the Amnesty having held a civil of-
fice under the Confederate Government. That of  Depository - I 
have not been able to get a copy of  the Confiscation Act, and 

PRESIDENT JOHNSON

❖ “Under President Johnsons proclamation I am 
excluded from the benefit of  the Amnesty having held a 
civil office under the Confederate Government.”
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others which Congress have passed during the War. I have 
been quite restless lest "Old Hill" the Camden “Raw head 
and bloody bones" in his zeal for the Government, or rather 
his cupidity, and great desire to play off  a little "Brief  Author-
ity" might trouble me, altho I am satisfied that my case is one 
which can't fail to be pardoned in the end. The Federal Mili-
tary officers and soldiers treat the people better than I ex-
pected, indeed much better than the Confederates ever did - 
Still our situation is humiliating and vexatious.

Thursday 6:  The Feds have got the negroes and they don't 
know what to do with them. They are adopting a strict police 
regulation with them, and urging them to go back to their for-
mer owners for the present but they think there is no freedom 
at home --

Friday 7:  The River is still boatable, crops fine considering 
the chance for cultivation --

Saturday 8:  I am looking into some law questions which 
will arise out of  the new State of  things. There will be a good 
deal of  litigation here of  which I have a fair chance for a 
good share, I engage in it. I had hoped never to have pursued 
my profession but necessity may make it necessary. My great 
desire has been for two years or more to get back to Ken-
tucky, to get Susan at the Lexington Institute, and have all 
the children with me in some high, healthy and productive 
neighborhood where we would be among reliable people in a 
well organized state of  society which I fear we never will have 
here, but it is not now certain that I will have the means of  
making such a change - or that I may get all to go.

Sunday 9: I spent the day at home as usual on the sabbath.

Monday 10:   In the usual unprofitable manner. We are 
blessed with good health - I do not hear of  much sickness in 
the City and if  the rain continues at proper intervals through-
out the season, I am satisfied it will be more healthy than 
usual.

Tuesday 11:   I am becoming more accustomed to subjuga-
tion and am more at ease than I have been. My servants are 
doing well and I have no interruption about home. The most 
complete discipline is preserved among refuge negroes as well 
as soldiers. I have so far a little supply of  the necessaries of  
life, and I am eating and using them without interruption. I 
have also saved enough money to buy our articles of  neces-
sity. I have occasionally too some returning hopes of  better 
times to come.

Wednesday 12: I am anxious to get off  on a visit with the 
children which we have promised for some time to Mr. Carle-
ton. I think 2 or 3 week absence from the scenes and cares 
and anxieties I have had for 3 or 4 years will refresh and re-
cruit me.

Thursday 13:  The State Government is organizing the 
County and Court System again - Most of  the County offi-
cers have been commissioned, and we are gradually getting 
back to our old condition.
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